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DEAR MORRIS RESIDENTS

One of our fellow Morris residents wrote and sent to the CT Siting Council the following detailed, well researched
explanation of the concerns regarding the huge solar panel farm proposal in our town, Please understand there is no
benefit at all te the town - no tax revenue, no funds, no electricity. On the contrary there are risks invelved. Qur right to
the quiet enjoyment of our property, our property values, our health and safety as well as the health and safety of the
wildlife and environment (including our wells!) could be jeopardized.

It is well worth the read. Please consider alse writing to the siting council. TODAY IS THE DEADLINE TO SEND
INDIVIDUAL PUBLIC COMMENTS regarding this project because the vote is soon. [t may also be worth sending comments
to the EPA, DEEP, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and Morris Inland Wetlands.

Ouestion Presented

Whether the Connecticut Siting Council should approve Petition No. 1686, submitted by GreenSkies Clean Energy
LLE, for the construction of a large-scale industrial solar facility in Morris, Connecticut, where the proposed site
abuts residential property, lies within a designated watershed, occupies prime farmland, and contains habitats of
endangered and threatened species.

Brief Answer

The preject should be conditionally approved oaly if all the mitigation measures outlined herein are strictly
implemented, monitored, and enforced. These measures include vegetative buffers, sethack reguirements,
stormwater and watershed protections, endangered species surveys, anti-glare technology, neise reduction,
health and safety precautions, farmland preservation, environmental justice compliance, trafficand
infrasgructure management, community engagement, and property value and environmental compensation.

If any of these conditions cannot be guaranteed or enforced, the Connecticut Siting Council must deny Petition No.
1686 to protect residential property, public drinking water, endangered spedies, agricultural fand, and
community health and safety.

Statement of Facts

Project Location & Notice Deficiencies

GreenSkies Clean Energy LLC proposes to construct an industrial-scale solar facility south of my property. |
received only a single notification letter in March 2025, contvary to procedural fairness principles and
Connecticut Siting Council guidelines regarding resident notification. My neighbor received a certified notice, but
t was otherwise uninformed about public comumnent opportunities,

Topography, Ranoff, and Watershed

The proposed site features a sloped terrain, increasing precipitation runoff toward residential properties and
the Wigwam Reservoir watershed, This ereates risks for flooding, erosion, and potential contamination, The avea
is designated as a Watershed Protection Area under Connecticut law {€GS §22a-354a), requiring careful land-use
planning and stormwater mitigation.

Residential Impacts

Without mitigation, the facility will directly Impact my residence through glare, visual intrusion, noise from
inverters, and dust during construction. Property values are at risk, as studies indicate nearby large-scale solar
farms may depress values by 3-10% without mitigation (Hoen et al, 2019).

Environmental hinpacts

The property is home to multiple endangered and threatened species, including bog turtles, bald eagles, barn
owls, bats, monarch butterflies, salamanders, box turiles, and honey bees. Wetlands in this area border adjacent
properties and extend into the Town of Bethiehem.

Agricultural hnpacts

The site is prime agricultural land, Industrial-scale solar installation may result in soif compaction, loss of
topsoil, and reduced long-term productivity. Connecticut law and policy prioritize farmland preservation,
including CGS §22-6h and the State Farmland Preservation Program.

Community and Infrastructire

Construction will invelve beavy equipment and truck traffic, increasing the risk of road damage, traffic hazards,
and safety concerns for residents. Lack of clear communication and engagement creates potential enviroamental
justice issues,

Applicable Law

Federal Law

Endangered Species Act (ESAY, 16 US.C §1531 et seq. ~ Prohibits activities that destroy or adversely modify
habitat for federaily listed species; reguires consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Clean Water Act {€WA), 33 U.5.C. §1251 et seq. - Regnlates discharges into navigable waters; requires permits for
starmiwater and restricts wetland alterations.



National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.5.C. §4321 et seq. -~ Requires environmental assessment or
inmpact statement for federal actions significantly affecting the environment.

Connecticut Law

inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, (68 §822a-36 to 222-45 - Protects wetlands and watercourses from
development or alteration.

Water Quality Standards, {GS §22a-426 - Establishes surface and groundwater quality vequirements enforced by
DEEP,

Stormwater & Runoff, CGS §22a-430b - Requires best management praciices to prevent pollation from
stormwater runoff,

Aguifer Protection Act, CGS §22a-354a - Restricts development within designated aquifer and watershed areas.
Connecticut Endangered Species Act - Prohibits harm or habitat destruction for state-listed species,

Farmdand Preservation Statutes, CGS §22-6h - Supports conservation of prime agriculturat land and restricts
industrial conversion without mitigation.

Egvironmental justice Guidance (DEEP, 2023) - Requires fair treatment of cominunities in environmental
decision-making.

Analysis

A. Residential and Visual Impacts

Glare and Visual Intrusion: Panels without anti-glare coatings and without vegetative buffers will reduce resident
comfortand quality of life.

Noise Pollution: Inverters and construction activities may exceed reasonable noise levels; soundproofing and
construction-hour Hmits are essential.

Property Values: Empirical research indicates negative iimpacts on residential property values adjacent to large
solar projects (Hoen etal,, 2019).

B. Watershed and Groundwater Protection

The site's sloped topography increases risk of stormwater runoff, sofl erosion, and potential contamination of the
Wigwam Reservoir watershed.

Solar panel failure or storm damage can release toxic chemicals {lead, cadmium) into soil and groundwater.

CGS §522a-426, 22a-430b, 22a-354a reguire enforceable measures to prevent these risks, including stormwater
retention, buffer zones, and post-construction monitoring.

€. Endangered and Threatened Species

Bocumented species require strict compliance with ESA and CT ESA.

Proposed development without prior Preliminary Habitat Review and Endangered Species Survey risks legal
viclation and ecosystem damage.

Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) may be required.

D. Health and Safety Risks

Electromagunetic Fields (EMF): Inverters and power lines generate EMF; long-term exposure risk must be
minimized,

Panel Fires: Faulty panels can ignite; fire suppression and spacing protocels vequired.

Chemical Exposure: Damage to panels or inverters may release hazardons materials; monitoring and
containment protocels necessary.

E. Agricuttural and Farmland Protections

Industrial development reduces productive farmland, compacts soil, and diminishes agricultural output.
Connectcut policy encourages preservation; mitigation includes leaving natural vegetative cover, minimizing
grading, and avoiding sofl compaction.

F. Environmental Justice Considerations

Inadequate notice and lack of engagement with residents may disproportionately burden the local community.
DEE¥P’s Environmental justice program requires procedural faimess and meaningful participation, particularly
where vulnerable populations may be affected.

G. Traffic and Infrastructure Impacts

Heavy equipment and construction traffic may damage rural roads and create safety hazards,

Traffic manageiment plans must minimize risk to residents and emergency vehicles.

H. Legal Precedent

Connecticut courts and siting councils have conditioned approvals ow strict envirenmental mitigatios, or denied
profects when endangered species, wetlands, or community impacts were inadeguately addressed.

Examples: in re Application of Guilford Salar, LLC, 2017 WL 348912 {Conn, Siting Council - approval conditioned
on full habitat mitigation), Save Gur Wetlands v. Connecticut Siting Council, 2615 Conn. Super. LEXIS 1802 {denial
based on wetlands destruction).

Reguested Mitigation Conditions

Buffers and Visual Protections

Two staggered rows of 10-12 foot high vegetative buffers (trees, shrubs, native plants).

Non-reflective, low-profile fencing.



Strict height limitations for panels and infrastructure.

Minimum 5006-foot setback from residential property lines.

Noise and Constructon Controls

Silent inverters, soundproof enclosures, daytime-only construction,

Dust suppression, erosion contral, and soil restoration post-construction.

Watershed, Stormwater, and Soil Protections

Full stormwater management plan, BMPs compliant with €65 §22a-430b.

Neo use of harmful pesticides; pollinator-friendly planting and controlled goat grazing.
Independent monitoring of runoff and water guality.

No-cost vearly water-well testing for surrounding homes.

Endangered Species Protections

Preliminary Hahitat Review and Endangered Species Survey by DEEP/USFWS,

Development prohibited until survey conipleted and mitigation plan approved.

HCP implementation if reguired by federal or state law.,

Health & Safety Protections

EMF exposure assessments; panel fire prevention protocals.

Chemical spill containment and emergency response plan.

Agricultural Land Protections

Minimize grading and soil compaction.

Retain natural vegetation and topsoil where possible,

Post-construction soil restoration and habitat rehabilitation.

Environmental justice and Community Engagement

Guarterly public updates and town hall meetings.

Accessible complaint resolution hotiine.

Eguitable consideration of resident concerns.

Traffic and infrastructure Management

Construction traffic plan minimizing rural road damage,

Safety protocols for residents and emergency access,

Monitoring and Enforcement

Independent third-party monitoring for compliance with all mitigation measures.

Annual compliance reports filed with the Council, DEEP, and USFWS.

Enforcement mechanism allowing Council or DEEP to halt operations for non-compliance.
Property Value and Environmental Compensation

{ireenSkies Clean Energy LLC must establish a compensation fund to reimburse residents for:
Any measurable decline in property value resulting from the solar facility.

Damage to private property, including destruction or contamination of water wells, landscaping, fencing, or
structnves.

Costs incurred due to emergency water supply needs if groundwater contamination occurs,
Compensation mechanisms mast be transparent, accessible, and reviewed/approved by the Council and DEEP
prior to construction.

Conclusion

While renewable energy is a societal priority, it must not compromise residential safety, water guality, favmland,
endangered species, or community well-being.

Petition No. 1686 should be approved only i all mitigation measures—incinding strict envirommental
protections, monitoring, enforcement, and compensation for property damage or valie loss—are fully
implemented and enforceable. If GreenSkies Clean Energy LLC cannot guarantee adherence to these protections,
the Connecticut Siting Council must deny the project to prevent irreversible harm,
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John Coyne
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In case you want some light reading.....
Solar farm on south street

Lori Kibbe Lindenmuth
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Tonight you can log in from home. New housing bill on the agenda for tonight.



Doreen Gagnon
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By john McKenna: BZ editor and publisher

A solar energy firm based in New York City is proposing to build a large solar energy farm on a 37-acre property at 166
South St. in Morris.

Lodestar Energy will be submitting its plan to the Connecticut Siting Council, which has sole jurisdiction over large-scale
solar energy proposals, in July and hopes to begin construction in the spring of 2026, Lodestar solar development
associate Sam Valone toid the Board of Selectmen during a presentation on Tuesday.

The Siting Council will have 180 days to review the proposal and decide if it should be approved.

The proposed solar energy farm would use 20 of the 37 acres located on the west side of South Street, to the south of Platt
Farm Road. The development would be known as the Bina and Abraham Solar Farm.

Lodestar would purchase the property from its owners, Leonard Kesten and Linda Bertolette, if the proposal is approved
by the Siting Council. Bina and Abraham are names in the family of the owners.

According to Tuesday’s presentation, solar arrays would not be visible from South Street and would be surrounded by an
8-foot high fence. Sheep would graze around the arrays to control the growth of grass and weeds.

Energy collected by the arrays would flow into Eversource Energy's reserves.

MORRIS PROPERTY EYED FOR SOLAR ENERGY FARM

Poszed by johr McKenna | May 23, 2023 | Mews







You're from Morris, CT if... -
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March 9, 2025

Please like this post if you are against a solar farm being added to our town,

Why make use of land that is perfectly fine being empty. Who bright idea was this. [ think that all the empty fields in
Morris that don’t get farmed should remain empty, that way we keep the historic look of town. Until the stewards of the
land run out of money and it gets sold to developers who build cosokie cutter homes on them.

Wait, That can’t be right...

Ted Legendre
March 9, 2025

opsenSdrio2627g2icBiuiM2 Dm0ZhgemicilOh02h6 09h115fR0r%c,mS5c -
I'm notsure if | heard this right. Do we have a possible solar farm in the works.






