MORRIS PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
COMMUNITY HALL ◦ 3 EAST STREET ◦ MORRIS, CONNECTICUT 06763
Public Hearing at the James Morris School Gymnasium and Live on Zoom
April 12th, 2021 at 7:00 pm
Call in # 1-929-205-6099

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85412251853?pwd=Q3hrdXlCdW9DOTF6eE04aStGQ3FlZz09
Meeting ID: 854 1225 1853
Passcode: 239114
Barbara Bongolotti
Del Knox
Veronica Florio
Eileen Narbutas (Vice Chairman)

David Wiig Chairman
Robert McIntosh
William Ayles (Secretary)
David Geremia Jr.
Douglas Barnes
Staff: ZEO Tony Adili

Alternates:
Chris Ciaffaglione
Geoff Paletsky
Ron Shaffer

Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Planned Development District Application PDD 21-01 for 21 Higbie Road
(17/460/21): South Farms Agro-Tourism.
3. Adjourn

APPENDIX IV
SOUTH FARMS – AGRI-TOURISM PDD
SOUTH FARMS- AGRI-TOURISM PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF MORRIS, CONNECTICUT
EFFECTIVE DATE __________________
1. GENERAL: This Amendment pursuant to Section 55 of the Zoning Regulations of the Town of
Morris, hereinafter referred to as the “Regulations,” provides for the establishment of a Planned
Development District on (3) three parcels of land now owned by Paletsky Farm, LLC. on
Watertown and Higbie Road. The parcel of land contains 10.8+/- acres. The Planned
Development District will be known as the “South Farms Agri-Tourism Planned Development
District” hereinafter referred to as PDD-SF.”
Section 55 of the Regulations, as revised May 15, 2020, permits the modification of the strict
application of the plan, standards, and provisions of the Regulations for the following purposes:
1.1

1.2

1.3

“To permit tracts of land of considerable size to be developed and designed as
harmonious units consistent with the character of the Town and the neighborhood, the
purposes of these Regulations and any Plan of Development which may have been
adopted by the Commission; “
“To permit the establishment of uses by Special Exception that are not permitted under
these Regulations, but which would be beneficial to and consistent with the orderly
development of the Town and the neighborhood;”
“To permit the design and construction of buildings, other structures and facilities that,
by virtue of their location, orientation, texture, materials, landscaping, and other
features, that would be consistent with the character of the Town and the
neighborhood and would show unusual design merit.”

PDD-SF meets all three of the above purposes.
PDD-SF is consistent with the 2009 Town of Morris, Town Plan of Conservation and
Development (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), specifically goal number Two (2).
PDD-SF is consistent with the proposed 2021 Town of Morris, Town Plan of Conservation and
Development (hereinafter referred to as the “Proposed Plan”), specifically related to Economic
Development.
For the purposes of this Amendment, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission will be
referred to as the “Commission.”
2. PURPOSE: the purpose is to allow South Farms to operate Agri-Tourism. An Agri-Tourism use is
to promote preservation of large farm properties that have existed since prior to the adoption
of zoning in Morris and that are now threatened to disappear due to the endangered economics
of traditional farming.

3. BOUNDARIES: PDD-SF’s lot boundary is delineated in yellow on a plot of land over (10) ten acres
on included “Maps of Samuel J. Estates” Section 1 ~ Subdivision of Property of Samuel J.
Paletsky and Ruth S. Paletsky sheet 1 of 2, dated April 25, 1977, prepared by Robert G Snell.
This location is known as “PDD-SF Site Location” which is inclusive of 116 Watertown Road, 124
Watertown Road and a designation portion of 21 Higbie Road.
4. REQUIREMENTS:
(a.) Statement of Use;
(b.) Site Plan;
(c.) The site plan shall show adequate facilities for personal sanitation and refuse disposal
subject to review and approval by the TAHD (Torrington Area Health District);
(d.) The site plan shall provide detailed information regarding the location and appearance of all
structures and lighting;
(e.) Traffic. Vehicular traffic projected as a result of the use, including traffic to and from and in
the vicinity of the use, will operate within the capacity of the roadways servicing the
property.
(f.) In making its determination with respect to this criterion, the Commission shall consider the
proposed location, the size and layout of the Special Exception use, its nature and the
intensity of operations involved, and its relation to local streets providing access to the site;
(g.) The applicant shall demonstrate that noise generated by such outdoor concert or
performance shall be a reasonable for concerts and performances of this nature;
(h.) Any such concert or comedy shall end not later than 10:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. respectively
and all patrons must be off site by 10:45 P.M.
5. GENERAL STANDARDS: Except as modified by the provisions of this PDD-SF amendment as set
forth below, all other provisions of the Regulations applicable to the property, and/or the uses
permitted thereon will apply.
6. PERMITTED USES:
6.1
•
•
•

In accordance with Section 22, which is inclusive of Section 21 the Regulations;
“Schools, parks playgrounds, and open space lands of the Town of Morris”
“Farms, including truck gardens, nurseries, greenhouses, forestry, and the keeping of
livestock and poultry, horses or ponies, subject to the provision of Section 8.
Single family dwelling for one family

7. USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL EXCEPTION:
7.1
Agri-Tourism, is defined as the use of farm property operating on more than 5 acres
minimum to conduct outdoor concerts, movies, and performances.
8. ACCESSORY USES: All other accessory uses customary and incidental to the aforesaid permitted
and accessory uses and as permitted by the Regulations.
8.1
Seasonal food and beverage service for ticketed patrons
8.2
Artist demonstrations

9. SPECIFIC STANDARDS:
9.1
Lot Area, Shape and Frontage: The subject property has the minimum area, shape and
frontage required for PDD-SF. Minimum lot area should be (10) ten acres. Minimum lot
frontage shall be 200’.
9.2

Height: No building or other structure will exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet or two
and one-half (2-1/2) stories, except as permitted in Section 7 of the Regulations.

9.3

Setbacks: All structures constructed or placed on the property will comply with the
following setbacks:
9.3..1 Minimum setback – principal and detached accessory buildings and structures
from the street line: (35) Thirty-Five Feet
9.3..2 Minimum setback – principal and detached accessory buildings and structures
from the street line: (15) Fifteen Feet
Lot Coverage:
9.4..1 The maximum coverage by buildings and structures will be 20% of the property.
9.4..2 The maximum floor area ratio will be 25% of the property.

9.4

10. WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES: No activities will occur within any wetland or watercourse.
11. UTILITIES AND LIGHTING: Utilities and outside lighting will be shown on a site plan to be
submitted with the Special Exception Application.
12. EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL: Erosion and sediment control will be in compliance with
Section 51 of the regulations. An Erosion and Sediment Control plan will accompany the
application if applicable.
13. SANITIZATION AND POTABLE WATER: Sanitation and potable water requirements will meet or
exceed all public regulations governed by Torrington Area Health District.
14. GROUND WATER PROTECTION: Ground water protection within PDD-SF will be in compliance
with Section 67 of the regulations.
15. PARKING AND LOADING: All parking and loading spaces will be on-site, off-street, and will be in
compliance of Section 61 of Regulations, except for sub-section 3 “Landscaping”.
15.1

Landscaping: parking areas and pass-ways will maintain rural and open-farmland
character.

16. SIGNAGE: will be in compliance with Section 62 of the Regulations.
17. SITE DEVELOPMENT: Structures and Site Layout: the final plans will be submitted with the
Special Exception Application. Modifications in the final plans and specifications from the Site

Development Plan submitted will be permitted for changes necessary to meet the general
limitations of the site itself with regard to the PDD-SF uses as permitted under this Amendment,
the purposes or terms of this Amendment, or the requirements of other commissions, agencies,
or regulatory bodies, such as the Torrington Area Health District or the Morris Inland Wetlands
Commission, which may have jurisdiction over this project. Fixed structures will complement
the area’s farmland character.
18. CESSATION OF PDD-SF USE: Should the PDD-SF Special Exception use be permanently
discontinued, the identified lot should revert to its prior zoning designation.
19. PROCEDURE AND SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: The approval of this PDD-SF
zoning amendment will be considered a change of zone and zoning boundary with respect to
the property. All uses in the PDD-SF will be subject to issuance of a Special Exception Permit as
set forth in Section 53, of the Regulations. In reviewing the Special Exception application, the
Commission will determine that the plans, specifications, and other required information and
documentation submitted with that application are consistent with this PDD-SF amendment and
in compliance with the general standards and provisions set forth in Section 52 of the
Regulations. In accordance with Section 52 of the Regulations and Site Plans will be submitted
with the Special Exception application as required in Section 53 of the Regulations and shall
refer to Section 53 as it existed at the time of submission of this Amendment except as modified
for purposes of this Amendment.

Alycia Pushard
168 Isaiah Smith Lane
1.5 miles from South Farms
To Whom it May Concern,
My experience with the concerts at South Farms was not something I would like to see
repeated. Although my family and I live one and a half miles away, the sound of the concerts
can be heard quite clearly inside and outside the house. I did not appreciate having to turn on a
sound machine to drown out the noise coming through my bedroom walls when concerts were
going on. Not to mention that I couldn’t leave windows open during concerts due to noise
pollution. It was very difficult to fall asleep and I have to be up early to travel to work for ten hour shifts. This was a negative on the quality of life for me and my family.
I am originally from Maine and we chose Morris Connecticut to live as it reminded me of
the quiet country and small town where I grew up. I really have enjoyed the town size, friendly
community, and nice neighbors. My family and I noticed that when we would go for a walk on
Higbe Road since the concerts have been playing, there was an increase of trash along the side of
the road, that was not a pretty sight to see. I am afraid with larger crowds and more concerts this
is going to continue and look very unbecoming for the town of Morris. I am fearful that if South
Farms continues to hold concerts and drawing in large crowds this is not where my family and I
can continue to call this home.
My predictions of the impact of concerts to this small community is specifically with the
noise, increased traffic to the area causing damage to roads, the increase in noise pollution
effecting wildlife, increased garbage thrown on the side of the road making it difficult to enjoy a
nice walk, and my concern for the quality of life for my neighbors. I can only imagine the noise,
traffic, and trash for the neighbors who live closer than I do. Personally, I would hope the Board
values the opinions expressed by Morris residence more than that of the out of towners sharing
their concerns. We chose Morris because it was small and quiet. Unfortunately, we will
consider moving to build our forever home in another small town in Connecticut, without loud
events in order to enjoy the beauty of nature.
Here are the questions I am posing to the Board to address:
1. When my family’s quality of life has to continue to suffer due to noise, who is going to
address my concerns and fix that? I spoke with the First Selectman as soon as this affected my
family and I was assured in an e-mail, that I still have, that the First Selectman stated, “I do know
they are constantly evaluating the sound and making adjustments”. Another e-mail occurred
with my concerns when the noised continued and it said the concern would be brought to be the
Board. What sound adjustment is going to occur if the sound reaches through my walls again?
2. What if the proposed mitigation strategies do not work, will the town permit that is going to
be allowed be negotiable, or be able to be changed?
3. If this vague permit gets allowed, what are the Emergency Action Plans going to look like
and Emergency Medical Services that should be in attendance at a venue that large, will that be
taking ambulance resources away from the town?

4. If this vague permit is approved, will there be cost associated with large scale events like this,
such as Security, Traffic Control, Garbage Disposal (prevention of littering) along town
roads? Will this affect State Police with the increased gathering of large crowds and keeping the
public safe? How will you assure over serving of alcohol and drunk drivers will not affect our
town? We are not talking a few hundred people for one event that occurs here and there, we are
talking thousands of new paying customers per week driving on our roads affecting the
taxpayers, what will be done to keep the town taxes low? Since my family and I have moved to
Morris, the town taxes have actually decreased each year. I can imagine and predict this will
drastically be reversed. Due to the above concerns, how will town taxes be affected?
5. What crime prevention tactics will occur with bringing in such a large crowd to assure safety
of the community? I live on the end of Isaiah Smith Lane, there are NO PARKING signs all
over that area, I have never in the years living here had a police officer come down and enforce
that parking restriction, and the neighbor cannot get to his mailbox at times. I have to pick up
the litter on my property as well and that is just from hikers. Now bringing in larger attractions,
what can the Board do to assure community roads are policed appropriately and assure safety?
6. My concerns are not only for my road but for White Memorial Land in general and the
hiking trails, increased crowds drawn to the area for the concerts, do you anticipate any overflow
parking issues? Is there going to be a way to monitor people parking along the sides of the roads
to listen to the concerts without actually attending the concert itself? I am concerned that
customers will be parking on the side of the roadways and ruining community lawns.
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning
Commission in regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South
Farms (accepted 3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Heather Palma
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com
South Farms Venue
Friday, April 09, 2021 3:25:39 AM

"Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in
regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (received
3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda."
My family and I live about 1 mile from South Farms in Bethlehem. This past fall it took us a few nights to
figure out what we kept hearing. At first we thought a neighbor was having a party but then night after
night the noise kept up. We realized it was the concerts at South Farms. We were able to clearly hear
each song, vocals, drums, and guitars. Even nights there was a comedian you could hear someone
speaking. Not only could you hear this all when you were outside you could also hear it when you were
inside with the windows open or shut.
We enjoy living out here in the country for the peace and quiet. We try and be respectful of our neighbors
and keep our music down and the noise down if we are outside at night enjoying ourselves. We found it
incredibly annoying night after night to have to listen to what was going on almost a mile down the road.
Not only was the noise a problem but before and after each event we noticed an increase in traffic that
went by our house. There were more people turning around in ours and our neighbor's driveways too.
When we would go out and come home through Higbie road we constantly we're having to slow down or
stop for the cars coming and going to South Farms. What happens to our roads for the increase in traffic
along Higbie road and our connecting roads in Bethlehem?
Also, I don't understand how the state can grant these numerous venues as agra tourism? How is having
an outdoor stage and theater related to farming? How is the white barn wedding and venue facility
considered in that too? Why because it's a barn? It's on farm land? How is this considered ok when
almost all of South Farms' income is coming from these faculties? There used to be a farmers market that
changed into an outdoor social even of music and drinking. The hops field is gone. All of the black angus
cows aren't even South Farms' they belong to another farm here in Bethlehem. The CSA that is run is
"locally" sourced items from other's farms. I'm all for keeping farms going and open but this is really
pushing it. All the Farms in the area we know that offer live music offer it as an extra to apple picking,
blueberry picking, pumpkin picking, or even as an extra at a nursery or plant sale. How can this be
considered agriculturally related at all. Shame on the State for allowing this.
I'm hoping this doesn't go through. I know I don't want my peace and quiet interrupted each night. I also
see enough people speeding by on our roads and throwing their trash all over as it is. I'm really hoping
the Town of Morris thinks about this real well. You're disturbing your quiet friendly town and surrounding
towns for this venue. Maybe you should look at what happened with the Oakdale theater. People got sick
of the traffic and noise and kept complaining until it was shut down. Please think of your residents
surrounded by South Farms and what it would be like for them from spring until fall to have to deal with all
the noise, traffic, and whatever else that may come along with this.
Thank you from your neighbors in the next town over.
Heather Demers

April 8, 2021
To Mr. David Wiig and members of Morris P & Z Board,

I am writing this as a very concerned citizen of Morris and a former member of the Morris P
& Z, in regards to the PDD application from South Farms. My family and I moved here in March
of 1998. We had been renting a barn directly across the street from our current address, where
we kept our horses, starting in 1993. We had lived in Litch eld at the time(my husband was
born and raised in Litch eld and I moved to Litch eld in 1977). We loved the peace and quiet
to be found at the barn on Rt 63/Litch eld Rd and wanted to be able to have our home,
business and horses all in the same location. We viewed the property on New Years Day 1998
and felt it was the perfect spot to raise our children while operating our business and living the
dream of having our horses at home. We set the wheels in motion to obtain the property
contingent on a special exception to operate our transportation service and went through the P
& Z process and obtained our permit, closed on the property on March 26, 1998 and started to
move home and horses, our business came home in 1999. The point of my letter is that we
moved here to be able to raise our children in a smaller quiet, rural community not a city
environment. Our farm is much smaller than Mr. Paletsky’s farm, our transportation service has
no real impact on our neighbors and our farm activities (boarding horses and raising a few
cows) are consistent with the rural character of the town. Sadly our quality of life has been
negatively impacted by the “temporary” permit given erroneously to South Farms to hold
concerts on some of the farms acreage. We live within a half mile, north of the venue and felt
like we were being bombarded by noise and light pollution as well as excessive tra c past our
home before and after the concerts, night after night. We try to be good neighbors and keep
our noise to a minimum here and help our neighbors when needed. The year 2020 was di cult
for most people and we were no di erent as our business was totally shut down from midMarch to September. Although we sympathize with Mr. Paletsky that his wedding venue was
impacted, it by no means makes it right for his business to create a negative impact on his
neighbors. We didn’t move to Morris to live next to another “Tanglewood” or “Woodstock”. We
pay plenty of taxes to this town for our property, which is taxed as residential/Commercial and
Farm, as well as equipment tax and taxes on 10+ vehicles. There is no reason that the town
should allow this PDD to proceed when it prevents neighbors from the ability to enjoy their own
property that they also pay taxes on. In closing, I hope you will do the right thing and decline to
approve this PDD application and subsequent special exception that ultimately only bene ts
one family while negatively impacting multiple families. Common sense says there is no way to
lessen the noise, light or tra c issues that have already occurred, if the concerts happen in the
future.
Sincerely,
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Kim Dore(and Rick)
59 Litch eld Rd
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Susan and Steve Marr
wilg@optonliine.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Support for South Farms
Thursday, April 08, 2021 9:33:05 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
We are writing to you to express our support for South Farms Planned Development District application
and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept.
For the past 30 plus years we have visited family in lovely Morris, Connecticut and have seen and
admired the farm from afar. Over the past few years since Ben Paletsky has taken over proprietorship of
the farm, we have had the opportunity to attend several functions there. His vision for sustainable farming
is to be commended, as well as the opportunities he has created to highlight local businesses and trades,
and bring the community together for a variety of events.
When Ben came up with the vision for White Barn at South Farms we were extremely impressed with the
job he did - creating a beautiful and popular wedding venue, which was named Favorite Wedding Venue
by Orbitz last year. After visiting White Barn, his ability to preserve and utilize so many relics from the
farm into the decor, adds to the charm...Ben has strived to keep the rural and historical feel of the area.
He has continually contributed to the positive growth of the community and region.
When Covid hit, White Barn at South Farms was definitely impacted, as were many small businesses.
Again, Ben came up with another idea to employ local people and support local businesses that might
otherwise have been forced to close - The Performing Arts Field at South Farms was born. We visited
the venue prior to the concert series starting, where Ben and his sister, Rachel, took us on a tour and
explained the amount of work which was put in to this socially distanced outdoor event space. They had
studied the sound, traffic flow, and security implications of opening the venue, and were
extremely attentive to addressing concerns and the operations of The Performing Arts Field, while being
sensitive to the neighboring area. What am impressive venue! How lucky Morris is to have someone
who grew up in the area, is concerned about keeping the rural feel, while trying to enhance the
community, employ local folks, and show all just how great Morris is. What a positive addition to the
community, We can't wait to attend some events in the upcoming months.
Ben is an extremely bright, hard worker, a creative thinker, and an all around great young man. We're
confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the rural character of
Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to Morris'
quality of life, cultural and local economy. Morris is lucky to have someone like Ben who grew up there,
working with them.   
Best Regards,
Susan and Stephen Marr
144 Goltra Drive
Basking Ridge, NJ

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Janet Wilson
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
PDD for South Farms
Thursday, April 08, 2021 8:53:55 PM

David Wigg and Planning and Zoning Members,

I am a Morris resident that only once heard concerts from my home. I am not in favor of the current
application for PDD for South Farms.
I cannot even imagine living 50 to 100  feet from those concerts and how one person (South Farms ) in
town could be allowed to harm the lives of so many in a residential area. Even people that do not live
close to the farm are able to hear disruptive sounds the way it travels in our rolling hills. If you drove on
Rt. 63 during a concert you were subjected to the noise that many of my fellow townsfolk had 5 and 6
nights a week.  I don’t care what type of music is played, it was the decibel level that was just not right as
well as the content of some comedians. I do not believe a few immature trees or a wall could stop the
noise from traveling.
Yes I understand it was a mistake that it was permitted at all but if it is permitted again knowing what we
know now then I feel it is also slap in the face to so many in this town. I’m sure there are many from out of
town that would want this. Can they also say they would like it across the street from their residential
homes 5 to 6 nights a week?
It is upsetting to me that anyone in town that now knows the harm this has caused so many could even
stand up for this at all.
I strongly recommend that this be rejected for the sake of the many in our rural community that will be
harmed if it passes.
Sincerely ,
Janet Wilson

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Vincent Aiello
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
PDD
Thursday, April 08, 2021 8:39:51 PM

 Dear Planning and Zoning members,
Referring to the application by South Farms for PDD hearing, I would like to express my concern for the direct impact this would have for
many of our town residents as well as the impact on the rural way of life in our town.
The concerts produced a disruption of normal life activities for many of our residents. Noise, language, traffic, litter, hours of events and
the number of events pre week became unacceptable. Promises were made by South Farms that changes would occur but there were no
visible changes that anyone has been able to tell me about. The promises to residents about upcoming changes have no merit now. The
negative way Mr. Paletsky has spoken about the townspeople that oppose the concerts has not helped. We currently do not have a
noise ordinance and not even a traffic study. We do not have anyone to inforce the regulation nor do we have town police.
I live two houses from the farm property and I would not want this situation repeated. The litter , nip bottles,I saw as I walked my dog was
defiantly increased. Quiet nights on my porch became a thing of the past.
I have been contacted by many residents from our town about this. There have been NO contacts to me from town residents in favor of
this. I did see that some residents on my Facebook page enjoyed a concert now and then. Those residents did not seem to live in an
area where they were impacted nightly.
As this terrible pandemic lifts the number of people attending these events will only have a greater impact on our community and I fear
there will be an increase in the number of events at South Farms.
The most current notice from South Farms about what events they would be bringing is misleading. He is currently able to put in an
application for many of the programs he would like to do. I’m sure the town would welcome some of them. Tacking
on concerts, comedians and large disruptive events as we had last year is unacceptable. Residents I talked with would welcome
agricultural events. Mentioning that he will now have all types of music, school and community programs and even hope to have James
Taylor come doesn’t sit well with me. If this is permitted South Farms would have the ability to hold unlimited events without seeking a
permit for each event.
I strongly recommend this application be denied.
Respectfully submitted,
Selectman Vincent Aiello

Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joyce Woodward
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; morrisunitedforpeace@gail.com
South Farm Venue application for PPD on 4\12 \21
Thursday, April 08, 2021 7:19:22 PM

Cathy Curtin 32a Straits Tnpk LA Morris CT

  

  

The statements sent to your office by Mr Skilton and Mr Paulone are very to the point and true .The
request by South Farms is without consideration for any one other than Mr. Palesky. This request is not
only detrimentle to surrounding community of South Farm but as stated, brings down in the local area
property values. In 1957 my family obtained property from Mr. Skilton and have remained residents to
today on more than one area. In 2014 I applied for a building permit that took one year to obtain. But, a
permit was granted due to the "COVID" pandemic .This concert venue held Wed to Sun from 6pm to
10pm. At times language was foul and heard by surrounding families including children. Is this what this
town is a family oriented town considered entertainment? There is the question of security, traffic
,drinking, venue taxes, and any person being honest with this town and residents knows DRUGS IN
ABUNDANCE . We now with out 22,000 and more people on our roads have a problem with drag racing
on the 4 corners every night This town has no Police Dept. and very rarely a patrol car is seen, what
happens then? The officials that have been put in office, were put there to do what is right for the people
who live here not for those who want a place to party IF YOU DONT LIVE HERE AND PAY TAXES YOU
HAVE NO VALID RIGHT TO VOTE ON THIS MATTER AND THE OFFICIALS HAVE NO RIGHT TO
ALLOW THEM TO DO SO . Open this door and you will destroy this town for the benefit of one person
who can do as any other farm owner has done in this area to survive without destroying their town and
property values, Think hard because what you do now will effect this town for years and its residents and
CHILDREN. We as tax payers have a right to say no to something that will harm not benefit this town
and its residents and you as officials who's salary is paid with our taxes are sworn keep this town safe
and from danger .Read the paper .look at the news .listen to officials from surrounding towns shootings,
drugs, robbery, cars smashing up. Is this what is in store for this town? Both Palesky should refrain from
anything to do with this matter, Again along with any person not paying taxes in the town of Morris...There
are neighbors who have obtained gun permits bolted their sheds and garages put house alarms in
because of the strange cars that raced down our streets at all hours of the day. This is what your so
called mistake has brought this town to .Think long and hard about the harm you will bring to this town.
To bring MS Jammie Lizee Smith into this is not an honorable thing to do. This is the future of this town
not a friendship and buddy system to be agreed upon We spent last summer with doors and windows
closed To sit on your deck was impossible because of the noise and loud music .This is not the way to
spend the summer. Windows shook, doors rattled and this is 1/8 mile from South farm. This is not what I
came home to retire to, live and pay taxes for. This area has had several robberies in the last several
months When we have to lock windows ,doors, sheds 'and comfort children who are kept up and/or
desturbed by unmonitored of the noise you as officials are not doing your job.
The farmers in this Litchfield county area have all found ways to keep their land and farm without
bringing devastation to their town so can Mr. Palesky
Thank You
Cathy Curtin .

April 8, 2021

Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Re: Performing Arts Field

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my support for the South Farms Planned Development District
application and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has
continually contributed to the positive growth of the community and the region. I have been
coming to the area since the 1980s and have much respect for the area and its residents
and character.
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to the community.
The continued evolution of any community is dependent on its ability to grow and adapt
over time and to be open to new experiences. The remain stagnant and opposed to change
is not a recipe for success. The performing arts district will help introduce new and diverse
people, revenue sources and experiences to the area, and will play a part in making Morris
a thriving and relevant community well into the 21st century.
I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the rural
character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and will
continue to add value to the quality of life, culture and local economy.

Best regards,
Matthew Lobron
Long Valley, NJ

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Nancy Kish Gargiulo
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
SOUTH FARMS APPLICATION
Thursday, April 08, 2021 6:08:43 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
We are writing to express our SUPPORT for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development
District application and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept. We are former
residents of Trumbull CT, now living in Sarasota, Florida but spending three months in the
summer in CT.
We have travelled to South Farms a few times since Ben Paletsky took over proprietorship
of the farm. Ben's vision for sustainable farming is highly commendable! He was selected
as one of "The Forty Under 40" by Connecticut Magazine in 2015, which put Morris and
South Farms in the spotlight. The Farmer's Market brings in business from outside of
Morris, as well as Morris, and provides a venue for local farmers, craftspersons, and food
trucks. He has created business opportunities for many others.
White Barn at South Farms was born, and quickly become a popular wedding venue. It was
named Favorite Wedding Venue by Orbitz, again, putting Morris CT "on the map" and
creating business opportunities for local businesses.
South Farm and White Barn were hit hard by Covid, like many small businesses. That didn't
stop Ben from coming up with another idea - a socially distanced, outdoor concert and
comedy venue! We were thrilled to hear that Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes, a
band we have followed from Asbury Park, to NYC, to Fairfield County CT, and to Florida
venues, would be coming to SOUTH FARMS. A nationally known band performing at
South Farms during Covid! We spoke with Ben and his sister Rachel during and after the
concert. They had studied the sound, traffic and security (Covid and other) implications of
opening the venue, and were and continue to be sensitive to addressing any concerns and
perfecting the new venue's operations. As consumers, we found everything to be wildly
successful. It was a fantastic evening, making us forget for a moment that live
entertainment is all but non-existent due to Covid.
Ben has brought music, comedy and live entertainment back. People from NYC, Fairfield
County, Boston, Westchester NY, New Hampshire, etc. are travelling to Morris. This should
be seen as a HUGE positive for the town, when many communities are seeing businesses
close for lack of revenue.
Ben is the ultimate gentleman and entrepreneur - some would find that an oxymoron, but
the two are married well in his keen sense of business, community and passion. How
fortunate for Morris !
Sincerely,
Nancy Kish and Joe Gargiulo
Trumbull CT and Sarasota FL

April 8, 2021

To the Planning & Zoning Committee and Community members of Morris, CT,
I am writing in support of the approval of South Farms’ PPD application for The Performing
Arts Field at South Farms and its performing arts and educational programming concept. I
understand that the 2021 calendar planning will be operated differently than in 2020, when
South Farms quickly worked under the crippling backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. I am
aware there are complaints by some area residents, but believe that the 2020 season was
an anomaly and that the South Farms vision, going forward, brings vast improvements.

We moved to Morris in June of 2020, because of COVID. My family was fractured and
dismantled. I was fortunate to have been following the activity of South Farms, done my
research in the area, and found an option to start over. I attended a few performances last
summer and fall, courtesy of my neighbors, and observed the totality of the 2020 season
that Manic Productions co. ran in the South Farms Fields. I enjoyed the safe entertainment,
had no issues with noise when I was not attending a show (I live at the four corners in East
Morris), and was encouraged by the new, area destination the farm was becoming!
Agritourism- by meaning of, utilizing the farm property in variable ways to
educate/entertain/and sustain, is a mindful strategy for rural towns to maintain being great
places to live. I’ve worked in the sustainable farming, solar energy, and hospitality industries
throughout my career. It was exciting to see a multi-generational family farm pivot and think
about how it can serve its area in an innovative and enriching way. And I was grateful to be
a neighbor while it was starting to happen.
Now I will state, I understand that some residents are complaining at the number of shows
and that the sounds they experienced were negative. But, I also know that Mr. Paletsky
spent the season collecting sound data and has vetted international sound companies for
best technologies moving forward, if this is permitted. It is also my understanding that there
will be many fewer shows, a more diversified musical calendar, and increased educational
events and programming on local food, sustainability, and regional tourism. This potential
growth keeps me motivated to plant roots in Morris: my teenage son can get an afterschool
job, I can continue to meet neighbors at the Socials, and participate in purchasing
area-aggregated foods, like with their Community Supported Everything program. Our
family and neighbors can interface with this beautiful property in growing ways that are
nurturing, educational, and stabilizing. These are critical experiences for community
well-being, especially after a pandemic, during a climate crisis, and throughout a massive
economic revolution.
South Farms is a historical symbol of progress in Morris and in this area. It has faithfully
helped promote Litchfield County in thoughtful ways. The opportunity that this diversification

strategy offers will create multiple benefits to residents, new and old. Further, the
Performing Arts Field of South Farms will help elevate area tourism and the performing arts
industries- both ravaged since the onset of COVID-19. I have the utmost faith that Mr.
Paletsky comes to the table with the leadership and conscientiousness to improve the
cohesion of his multi-generational business with the local community. The vision of farming
has had to shift in order for land-owners to sustain.
A safe, outdoor entertainment area generates more regular visitors to support local
businesses, such as restaurants, lodging, retail, and services. It helps to create local jobs
and provides younger families the encouragement and hope that they can successfully
raise families economically, nearby. It offers culture and entertainment, experiences that
shift perspectives and educate in priceless ways. I believe the Town P&Z committee should
allow for Mr. Paletsky to move forward in improving this Performing Arts venture, so that he
and the township benefit, symbiotically. Allow him to improve the sound issues, create
ancillary economic opportunities for others, and make historic memories & experiences in
these Hills.
Thank you,
Georgia LoPresti Meckes
East Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christopher Eu
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
SUPPORT for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application
Thursday, April 08, 2021 3:48:47 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my SUPPORT for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development
District application and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept. South Farms
has continually contributed to the positive growth of the community and our region. The
Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our community.
Seeing what they have achieved in bringing joy to the community and much-needed work
to musicians that are struggling has been an inspiration for me. I’m confident that South
Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the rural character of Morris, can
reasonably address concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to our
quality of life, culture and local economy.
Best regards,
Chris Eu
325 Kent Avenue
PH2D
Brooklyn, NY 11249

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

amy ziff
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Planning Board letter - Southtown Farms
Thursday, April 08, 2021 12:23:31 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT for
the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing Arts
Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the positive
growth of the community and our region. We are so excited about taking part in their
socially distanced and safe opportunities now and into the future. As a former Bridgewater
homeowner (and hoping to return to the area again soon) I wanted to voice my support for
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms. It would be a positive addition to the community
and a true asset to draw people to the area over the Hudson Valley or the Hamptons. I’m
confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complementary to the rural
character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and will
continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy. Sincerely,

Amy Ziff

Founder of MADE SAFE® and Nontoxic Certified, Mom Detective columnist, Healthy Living

Educator & Certified CLEAN Coach

Follow me on twitter @amyziff, facebook, instagram
Find MADE SAFE products
Contact me at: 917-701-7389
Watch my TEDx Talk as the Founder of the MADE SAFE (Made With Safe Ingredients) seal to find out how you
can be healthier by lowering your risk for disease and reducing toxic exposures.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Robin Rice
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Morris Planning - South Farms PPD
Thursday, April 08, 2021 12:18:05 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my SUPPORT for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing Arts Field
at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the positive growth of the community and our region. [If you have a
personal experience, please share.] The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our community. [Describe
how The Performing Arts could positively benefit Morris, the region, and our region’s rural character. If you have a personal experience,
please share.] I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the rural character of Morris, can
reasonably address concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy. Thank
you Robin Rice
62 Mason Circle
Beacon, NY 12508

ROBIN RICE PHOTOGRAPHER + Robin Rice Gallery
Working Loft
62 Mason Circle
Beacon, NY 12508
BY APPOINTMENT
https://robinricegallery.com/robin-rice

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Perkel
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
support for South Farms
Thursday, April 08, 2021 10:58:03 AM

April 8, 2021
To Whom It May Concern:
I am a Goshen resident, a pediatrician with a business with offices in Sharon, Winsted, Avon
and Torrington. I am also a musician who plays in a few string bands in the Litchfield Hills
and I am an avid fan of live music of all genres. I am writing this letter in full support of Ben
Paletsky and his Performing Arts Field at South Farms series.
I was lucky enough to attend 8 of the South Farms shows last season which gave me, and
many residents of this area hope and pleasure beyond words. As I attended these shows, I
met people who had come from all corners of Connecticut and some from New Jersey, New
York and Massachusetts. There was even a crew that traveled from Colorado and Tennessee
to see Warren Haynes! They all stayed in hotels, motels and air b n bs in the area, got take out
from local restaurants and raved about the beauty of litchfield county and how they would
love to come back again. It was so obvious to me as a business owner how much money this
great music series was bringing to a struggling local economy. This is in addition to the
direct employment effects of having all the workers needed to put on such professional
events: ticket and entry people, bar tenders, security, lights and sound engineers, food truck
vendors and many more behind the scenes!
Many times I have heard complaints about noise and traffic being a major issue for
why this must be stopped. This is pure nonsense. The traffic and parking couldn’t
have been smoother and a non issue. As far as noise goes, the shows went on early
and all ended early when compared to a typical concert. The volume level was
usually reasonable and I know as the season went on, Ben and did many
adjustments to deal with keeping the acoustics as beneficial as possible.
The South Farm events last season were featured on many national media sources and sites
which drew attention to this area from all of the country. Art and music and entertainment are
so important to foster and support in the Litchfield Hills for so many reasons. I hope the
shows are continued and Ben gets full support from the town and the area as he fully deserves.
Sincerely,
Jason Perkel, MD

South Farms
According to the Town of Morris Plan of Conservation and
Development 2020 Draft, residents wanted to “protect farmland and
support farm businesses.” The Draft goes on to state that
respondents to the Town Plan Survey indicated that “rural character
was the number one reason for choosing to live in Morris. The
preservation of Rural Character has been a basic part of every Town
Plan.”
In the 1940s and 1950s Morris had around forty farms. Most of these
family farms milked cows and shipped milk. To the best of my
knowledge, there is only one farm today that ships milk. Agriculture
has changed. No longer is the small dairy farm viable. But Morris still
has an agriculture presence. Horses, beef cattle, sheep, pumpkins,
hay and corn elds, small produce operations and other small farms
exist. Many of the elds from the 1940s now have houses on them
and many of the barns are gone.
As Morris residents, we enjoy the open elds, the beautiful vistas,
stone walls, iconic barns and the open space without houses being
crammed on it. We enjoy the occasional tractor being driven on the
road and the look of animals grazing in the elds. Rural character is
important to our town.
In the 1970s, I was a member of the Planning and Zoning
Commission that developed the P&Z regulations for Morris. It was a
very challenging process. I can assure you that we never envisioned
land use of the size and scope of Winvian. I do not remember the
term ‘Agri-tourism’. There were still several dairy farms in operation.
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The Planned Development District is included in the P&Z regulations
to allow for a diversity of non-conforming uses such as Winvian and
Harvest Moon, two PDD businesses which have added value to the
community. This section is designed to “permit modi cation of the
strict application of the plan and standards of these regulations.”

Establishing a PDD is a two step process. Step One is an application
for the approval of a PPD that must be submitted in writing to the
P&Z Commission. The zoning regulations outline the items that must
be included in the application. Once a PDD is established, all uses
shall be subject to a Special Exception approval.This is the second
step in the process. The Special Exception application shall include
detailed speci cs of the proposed development.
It is my understanding that the purpose of this Hearing is to discuss
Step One of the establishment of a PDD. In my opinion, this is the
easy step. I support Ben Paletsky’s application for a PDD and I
strongly urge the Commission to support his request. This Hearing is
not about the number of events, tra c ow, lighting, sound, etc.; all
of those items will be addressed in detail when Ben makes an
application for a Special Exception use for the PDD.
The Planned Development District of the Morris Zoning Regulations
was developed to handle and allow the types of land use activities
proposed by Ben Paletsky. The open vistas, the elds and the stone
walls certainly t the rural character that Morris desires. But. There is
a Financial burden to this that Ben must fund. In today’s market, Agritourism is the only way for Ben to generate the funds needed to
protect the open space. This is certainly a far better solution than a
housing development!
In my opinion, Ben’s application for the approval of a PDD meets the
standards as set forth in the current Zoning Regulations and is the
type of land use activity that we envisioned for the PDD. I hope the
Commission agrees, and approves his application. I would like this
put on the record with the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission.
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Ed Dorsett
111 South Street
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Shannon Duffany
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Support for South Farms!
Thursday, April 08, 2021 9:48:53 AM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my SUPPORT for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District
application and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually
contributed to the positive growth of the community and our region.
Last Fall, during the very challenging time in our nation's history, I was able to attend 6
performances at South Farms Twilight Series. It was a true light in an otherwise scary and dark
time. I am grateful to have had that outlet to connect back to music and provide hope myself
and other attendees. Not only was I able to attend amazing concerts, I visited and supported
local businesses on my multiple trips to Morris.  
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms is and SHOULD CONTINUTE TO BE a positive addition
to our community. I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is
complimentary to the rural character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the
community, and will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy.
Thank you kindly for your consideration of this exciting undertaking and opportunity!
Shannon Duffany
Cheshire, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Carolyn Spector
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
South Farms support
Thursday, April 08, 2021 8:00:28 AM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT for
the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing Arts
Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the positive
growth of the community and our region. The events that I have attended there have been
beautifully organized and executed and have provided so much jiy to my family in these
crazy times. The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our
community. The Performing Arts could positively benefit Morris, the region, and our region’s
rural character. I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is
complimentary to the rural character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the
community, and will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy.

Warm Regards,
Carolyn Spector, J.D., LL.M.
President and COO
The Juhi Ash Center
800A Fifth Avenue, Suite 205
New York, NY 10065
www.JuhiCenter.com
Carolyn@juhiashcenter.com
917.544.2100

From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Marc K
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Thursday, April 08, 2021 7:59:30 AM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT for
the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing Arts
Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the positive
growth of the community and our region. I grew up nearby and continue to visit as my
family still lives there and I have many lifetime friends.
In addition, as a writer and stand-up comedian, I am familiar with others in my network who
have recognized this venue as a beacon during the pandemic for maintaining the arts in
communities often otherwise seen as being removed geographically. The success of
programming has been a positive for the industry and more importantly, for the community.
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms is and would continue to be a positive addition to
this community. In a world continually turned inward, imagine your community being at the
forefront of bringing back the critical importance of arts, true social interaction away from a
screen and most importantly, connection. This is something that is not only needed but will
also bring people together - and it is at your fingertips to help do so. I’m confident that
South Farms can create an experience that is complementary to the rural character of
Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and will continue to add
value to our quality of life, culture and local economy.
Thanks for your time and consideration.
Best regards, Marc Kaye (Kerachsky)
Watertown, CT

-Marc Kaye
Writer, Stand-up, Actor, Musician
marckayetoday.com
eliro.us
412.302.5743

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Taylor Ybarra
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Voicing My Support of South Farms" Proposal
Wednesday, April 07, 2021 9:29:40 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT
for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing
Arts Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the
positive growth of the community and our region.
I have had the pleasure of attending a live musical event at South Farms
and experienced first hand how much value it brought to the community.
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our
community.
I am a professional arts administrator who most recently worked and lived
in a nearby Connecticut city, and understand first hand the tremendous
value to the folx of Morris as well as surrounding areas that is being
proposed here; it is an opportunity to grow the cultural and community
offerings that bring together populations and time and again prove to be
both economically and socially beneficial.
I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the
rural character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and
will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy. Sincerely,
Taylor Ybarra

Taylor Ybarra

(347) 574-3627 - TaylorYbarra.com
He / him / his pronouns
_______

Black Trans Lives Matter.
Antiracist Artist Podcast is available NOW - Join us!
Instagram | Facebook | Twitter

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jennifer Stawarz
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
SUPPORT for South Farms
Wednesday, April 07, 2021 8:54:13 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT
for the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The
Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually
contributed to the positive growth of the community and our region. The Performing
Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our community. I’m
confident that South Farms can create an experience that is complimentary to the
rural character of Morris, can reasonably address concerns from the community, and
will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local economy. Best
regards, Jennifer Stawarz 12 Garrett Rd
Canton, CT 06019
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Date:

Misty Lynch
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
Wednesday, April 07, 2021 8:53:44 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, I would like to express my SUPPORT for
the SOUTH FARMS Planned Development District application and The Performing Arts
Field at South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the positive
growth of the community and our region. I grew up in Litchfield and left CT after college
to find a location with more employment and culture. It’s exciting to see what could be
possible for this community if they embrace this concept. The Performing Arts Field at
South Farms would be a positive addition to our community. This will bring jobs, visitors
and put Morris on the map. People I know in Boston were talking about going to Morris
this year for music. Not Tanglewood - Morris, CT. It’s important to note that Tanglewood
brings $100 million annually to the local community. I’m confident that South Farms can
create an experience that is complimentary to the rural character of Morris, can
reasonably address concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to our
quality of life, culture and local economy. Best regards, Misty Lynch
15 Hartshorn Rd
Walpole, MA 02081

Attn: Town of Morris, Planning and Zoning Commission
4/7/21
Dear Mr. Wiig and Commission members:
I am a senior citizen in town who lives about a quarter mile from
South Farms and the fields that operating as a concert site for
several months at the end of last year.
For 50 years I have enjoyed the peace and quiet of my East
Morris home. Then the concerts started up last summer and fall.
They might as well have been in my back yard. I was unable to
sleep or relax due to the constant loud pounding of music.
I could not enjoy my outdoor deck in peace due to the noise.
Earplugs would have been the only option to the racket, which is a
absurd thing to have to do to enjoy peace on your own property.
I am requesting that the town shut down permanently South
Farms’ ability to hold outdoor concerts, as they are impacting my
health and ability to enjoy my home. I know other neighbors are
greatly disturbed by the noise also.
Please enter my objection to the proposed concert venue plan
into the April 12 public hearing record, and have this statement
read publicly at the public hearing, as I am unable to attend in
person.
Thank you,
Mrs. Rita Aleksinas,
East Morris

March 30, 2021

To: Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
RE: Public Hearing on zone change application that would allow a concert venue at South
Farms
I request that my comments be entered publicly into the record of the April 12 public hearing regarding
Ben Paletsky’s application to operate a concert venue at his South Farms property. Three generations of
my family have resided in Morris, and I have been a resident since 1968.
I have seen the business landscape evolve over the decades, but at no time has the future of Morris, its
environment, quality of life and rural nature, been more threatened than it is now with the proposal
before you. Such a large-scale concert/music venue would be detrimental to residents’ quality of life and
the environment in numerous ways:
•
•
•

•
•

Increased traffic on narrow country roads raises the risk of accidents with motor vehicles,
joggers and bicyclists.
Constant influx of excessive crowds.
Environmental pollution from noise would deny residents within miles of the concerts of the
right to enjoy their property for which they pay taxes, poses health risks and could negatively
impact property values.
Noise also affects wildlife, whose habitat is the open fields, stone walls and wetlands in areas
surrounding the proposed concerts.
Morris does not need to be a “destination.” It is already popular with those who come here
specifically to enjoy its natural beauty and resources, hike its trails and frequent local
businesses.

I am asking members of the Planning & Zoning Commission to heed the concerns of the numerous
Morris residents who oppose this plan, and to weigh the implications of a request by a single business
owner’s financial gain on the town’s future. A temporary try-out last August through November had
proven to be an epic failure. The nature of concerts is to be loud, so to expect that the noise will be
contained to South Farms, and that an agreed-upon decibel level will be enforced, is unrealistic.
And to those out-of-towners who support Mr. Paletsky’s plan, I have this to say to you: Morris is my
home. You do not live here. While you have the right to voice your opinion at any town’s zoning hearing,
your input is insignificant as it applies to any Morris town affairs.
You are not on equal ground with those who purchased homes here, are raising families here, pay taxes
here and have the right to enjoy and protect the sanctity of their land. Unlike you, who have no direct
stake in the issue, many residents and business owners don’t have the freedom to speak for fear of
retribution locally.
I would also like to remind members of the Planning & Zoning Commission that according to
respondents to a survey quoted in the 2021 to 2031 Plan of Conservation and Development that this
town’s “Rural Character” was the No. 1 reason they chose to live in Morris.

It is everyone’s legal right to enjoy peace and quiet on their property, but no one has the legal right to
negatively impact Morris residents’ quality of life for financial gain or personal convenience. It is worth
bearing in mind that Connecticut Superior and Supreme Court case law has historically backed property
owners’ rights vs. profit.
Respectfully submitted,
Debra Aleksinas, Morris

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rhea Wasserman
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms
Wednesday, April 07, 2021 3:27:27 PM

I am sending a message in support of continuing the wonderful music and performances at the Performing Arts Field
at South Farms.   It’s a wonderful addition to Morris as well as the entire Litchfield County area.   The idea going
forward will include other activities that will be part of a diverse schedule that will be safe, entertaining, and very
welcome to this beautiful Connecticut setting.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Kelly Luf
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
In Support of The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
Wednesday, April 07, 2021 12:42:01 PM
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Dear Mr.Wiig and the stewards of Morris Planning and Zoning,
My name is Kelly Luf and I am the Director of Events and Customer Service for ‘A Royal Flush’. My company is
family-run and women-owned with almost three decades in the portable restroom and sanitation business.
COVID-19 changed the landscape of our business dramatically last year. We went from supporting concerts, the
PGA Tour, the NYRR/NYC Marathon and other large scale events to focusing on frontline efforts such as municipal
testing sites, the Central Park Field Hospital and the like. We saw firsthand the toll the pandemic took on our
community and were eager-as we all are-to return to some semblance of normalcy.
Late in summer we were contacted to provide restroom support to the Twilight Concerts at South Farms. From
the minute we became involved, I knew this was going to be a special place. As someone raised in the Litchfield
Hills (and a frequenter of the Farmer’s Market), I knew how gorgeous the Paletsky Farm was and was eager to help
support their mission to safely bring music and good times to people in our community and beyond. As the venue
became more well known, I heard positive feedback from area restaurants about the pre-concert diners. In a time
where restaurants are struggling to survive, this business was so needed.
I was onsite for most shows and want to first stress at how well-thought out and safe the operation was. Each
concertgoer received a health questionnaire ahead of arrival was temperature checked on arrival and then
distanced appropriately throughout. Our team from ARF actually sanitized each portable restroom once every 1015 minutes. There were sinks and hand sanitizer stands throughout.
Noise. You cannot have music without the volume to hear it, that is not something that is disputed. I have an
open jeep and would often leave site while a show was in full swing. As I found myself off the farm to the main
road, the noise significantly dropped to a level that I would not find obtrusive. Full disclosure, I live next door to a
music school. Our neighbor operates a small class and on days when I open the windows to let the fresh air in, I
can often hear the screechy-shrieks of an area kid learning how to work a violin or a clarinet. Is this sound
particularly pleasant to me, personally? No. However, when I apply some awareness of what his business does for
him, for his patrons and for ME-I am able to put those feelings aside. My neighbor earns his living this way. He
pays his mortgage and ensures his landscaping is attractive. His patrons learn an appreciation for the arts, even if
they don’t end up as the next Yo-yo Ma, they come away with a discipline for what it takes to be great. By being a
good neighbor, exercising a little tolerance and patiently waiting it out-I support him.
I believe this venue brings a lot more than just an income stream. I’ve seen firsthand the joy it brings our local
community and the people who seek out a place to enjoy their favorite acts. In doing so those coming from a
distance get the opportunity to discover our charming nook of the state. It was inspiring to see people dancing
with their loved ones in their little squares on the gently sloping hillside. The world was a difficult place to live in
(and continues to be) but those too-quick hours on summer evenings brought relief to so many.
I hope you will consider letting them be a beacon of the arts and entertainment for many years to come.
Warmest Regards,
Kelly

Kelly Luf

Director of Event Production and Customer Service
A Royal Flush

O: (800) 234.6545 D: (203) 290.3625
kellyl@aroyalflush.com | www.aroyalflush.com

111 East Street
Morris Connecticut

Mr. David Wiig
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Dear Dave Wiig and Planning and Zoning Board Members,

I am writing to you in reference to South Farms’ application for a change in zoning use. It
has been a pleasure to work, live and enjoy community activities in Morris and up until now
the rights of the town’s people have always been restored while enjoying them. This past
year was very different and I am afraid it has not taken into account our rights and safety.
As a result it is important that this change be denied.
Our town’s culture has always included community and safety first. I know this first hand,
having lived and raised a family in Morris for the past 50+ years. It is why I choose to live in
a small town like Morris. It is no accident that people choose to live here. South Farms has
chosen to have its business here because we have a “good thing”. It is important to me to
keep that culture alive. Your decisions have in the past looked at what they mean to your
municipality. Beverlys was an unpopular decision in my home but the correct response in
that particular situation. Having a music venue to visit was lots of fun for me but would be
compromising the well being of the people living close by. It was decided that one business
could not benefit at the expense of the towns’ people. That appears to be exactly what is
happening at South Farms. It may be even worse due to the frequencies of the activities we
were part of last summer.
As I write this letter, I feel saddened that this decision wasn’t made without all the
unhealthy name calling. I do not like being made fun of for wanting to live in peace. I realize
that change is good sometimes but regulations and laws are written to protect the rights of
the members of our community and I along with many neighbors are asking for your
protection. It is important for you to realize that there are many people that will not put
themselves in the public eye to ask for your help in writing.
I appreciate all you do and will continue to do to keep Morris such a special place. Please do
not grant a special change to South Farms zoning use.
Best Regards,

Corinne Houle

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning
FW: South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 8:45:02 PM

FYI. Just wanted to make sure you had this email. Thanks!
-Ben

From: "traxelrod@gmail.com" <traxelrod@gmail.com>
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 7:15 PM
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: "info@southfarms.org" <info@southfarms.org>
Subject: South Farms

I’m writing to voice my 100% support for south farms to continue to operate as a cultural venue and
performance center.
They fulfilled a real community need during the pandemic and for that alone, should be applauded.
But further to that, they’ve created a destination to put our area on the map for music and live
entertainment, bringing in many needed jobs as well.
Ben has a large property that was in no way infringing on the handful of neighbors in the local
vicinity. In fact the stage backs up to a highway, and the driveway was largely on his own property,
and was very well directed. The concerts also started and ended pretty early, with well-mannered
patrons simply there for an enjoyable night out under the stars.
Having a safe, outdoor venue such as this is a boon to our area in so many ways, from job creation to
restaurant usage, to overnight stays. Any downsides are minimal as far as I can see and I really hope
these concerts will continue this summer and offer the area the cultural opportunities it sorely lacks
today.
Sincerely,
Toby Dickson
Goshen, ct

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning
FW: South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 8:45:02 PM

FYI. Just wanted to make sure you had this email. Thanks!
-Ben

From: "traxelrod@gmail.com" <traxelrod@gmail.com>
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 7:15 PM
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: "info@southfarms.org" <info@southfarms.org>
Subject: South Farms

I’m writing to voice my 100% support for south farms to continue to operate as a cultural venue and
performance center.
They fulfilled a real community need during the pandemic and for that alone, should be applauded.
But further to that, they’ve created a destination to put our area on the map for music and live
entertainment, bringing in many needed jobs as well.
Ben has a large property that was in no way infringing on the handful of neighbors in the local
vicinity. In fact the stage backs up to a highway, and the driveway was largely on his own property,
and was very well directed. The concerts also started and ended pretty early, with well-mannered
patrons simply there for an enjoyable night out under the stars.
Having a safe, outdoor venue such as this is a boon to our area in so many ways, from job creation to
restaurant usage, to overnight stays. Any downsides are minimal as far as I can see and I really hope
these concerts will continue this summer and offer the area the cultural opportunities it sorely lacks
today.
Sincerely,
Toby Dickson
Goshen, ct

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ROSE BUCKENS
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 5:37:23 PM

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: ROSE BUCKENS <rosebuckensdesigns@yahoo.com>
Date: April 6, 2021 at 5:35:07 PM EDT
To: wigg@optonline.net
Cc: info@southfarms.org
Subject: The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
My name is Rose Buckens , I reside on 118 West St , here in Morris. I would
like to speak to the P & Z Committee and to the people of Morris in favor of The
Performing Arts Field at South Farms. You may know me as the founder of The
Little Free Library at StoneHill. I am a non profit and partner with the national
Little Free Library Organization . I had a rough start here in town, someone stole
my book box from my front yard. We never solved the case of the missing little
free library ,however the state police believed it was a local heist.Then I got a big
boost with my booth at the South Farms Farmer’s Market. There I gave away
hundreds of books and met people who to this day help me with my mission. I
saw first hand what a strong community we have . And I am grateful to Ben and
Stephanie for a great run at the market. I now have over 100 book boxes placed in
towns between Newtown and Norfolk . There are many other local food and craft
vendors who would stand with me with great stories to tell. And of course
everyone had a place to gather and enjoy South Farms with Music from local
bands. So here we are , talking about brining music to our community again. But
first, I do want to mention other organizations who have had events and are
supported bySouth Farms - *Region 6 Schools *Morris Fire Company and
Ambulance *ASAP Arts Program *Art Around the Box - The Morris Public
Library *OWL *Simon Foundation *Morris Land Trust * The Boy Scouts. South
Farms fosters community both Agri and Culture! Plans to bring music is very
well rounded and includes, classical,jazz,accustic,bluegrass,and even movie
nights and guest speakers.Plans also include School Programs, The Nutmeg Ballet
and the NW Arts Council. So let’s move forward by looking at the plans which
include a new audio system , a performance barn, green planting for screening
and a new entrance . I believe we can fill the community with music and art
which will improve the culture here . A town with people coming together .
Imagine .              Thank you, Rose Buckens
Sent from my iPad

111 East Street
Morris Connecticut
Mr. David Wiig
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com

Dear Dave Wiig, and Planning and Zoning Board Members,

I am writing to you in reference to South Farms’ application for a change in zoning use. It
has been a pleasure to live and enjoy community activities in Morris and up until now the
rights of the town’s people have always been restored while enjoying. This past year was
very different and I am afraid it has not taken into account our rights and safety. As a result
it is important that this change be denied.
Our town’s culture has always included community and safety first. I know first hand,
having been raised in this town and choosing to raise my own family here. It is why I am
choosing to live in a small town like Morris. It is no accident that people choose to live here.
South Farms has chosen to have its business here because we have a “good thing”. It is
important to me to keep that culture alive. Your decisions have in the past looked at what
they mean to your municipality. Having a music venue to visit can be seen as enjoyable but
it is compromising the well being of the people living close by. It was decided that one
business could not benefit at the expense of the towns’ people. That appears to be exactly
what is happening at South Farms. It may be even worse due to the frequencies of the
activities we were part of last summer.
Please do not grant a special change to South Farms zoning use.
Thank you,

Kendra Houle

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kate Zullo
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Letter of Support for The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 12:10:55 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my support for the South Farms Planned Development District application
and The Performing Arts Field at South Farms concept.
Last year was a tough year and did not have many bright spots, but the highlight for me was going to
see two of my favorite comedians, Mike Birbiglia and John Mulaney, perform at South Farms.
Everything about the experience exceeded my expectations, from how South Farms created a safe
and responsible way to attend the show, to the ability to buy delicious food and drinks from local
vendors (especially the cupcakes!) While at the show, I looked around at all the other young people,
many clearly driving a distance to come to our local venue and felt an overwhelming amount of
pride for my community.
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition to our community. It is not
often that there are events in our rural corner that attract the young demographic that came to
shows last year, but the high quality of the experience and the caliber of the shows gave people a
reason to visit. But what surprised me was how many of my friends who traveled from places like
West Hartford and New Haven to see shows, was that they came because the venue was a rural,
farm field location. Seeing a show at South Farms is a one-of-a-kind experience that brings together
the talent and performance typically seen in a more traditional theater venue with the beauty and
atmosphere of South Farms.
Overall, I was incredibly impressed with the professionalism, care, and quality that I experienced at
shows last summer and expect the same going forward. I am confident that South Farms can create
an experience that is complementary to the rural character of Morris, can reasonably address
concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to our quality of life, culture and local
economy.
Best regards,
Kate Zullo
Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kathleen Davis
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
info@southfarms.org
Performing Arts Field at South Farm
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 11:59:10 AM

To Whom it May Concern:
This email is to inform you of my support for the Performing Arts Field at South Farm.
My family and I have enjoyed the outdoor concerts that South Farms have provided to the
community last summer. Especially during the pandemic, the outdoor venue allowed many of
the local and neighboring communities the opportunity to enjoy live entertainment in a safe
space.
I know the owner Ben Paletsky has been very proactive in complying to the local zoning
ordinances by designing and using sound control systems. His use of monitoring equipment
that record sound volumes and providing these reports to you confirm his cooperation and
diligence in making his concerts compliant to the zoning code.
My family is looking forward to the upcoming concert season at South Farm and visiting
local eateries,etc. before and after the events. The Performing Arts Field at South Farm is
building a good economy in East Morris and surrounding areas.
Thank you,
Kathleen Davis

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

bplekan@carbycorp.com
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com
South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 10:42:07 AM
Dave Wiig and Planning and Zoning Board Members.docx

Dave Wiig and Planning and Zoning Board Members,
I have lived in Morris for the better part of fifty years. I attended James Morris and Wamogo
Regional High Schools, I have raised my family, served on Boards and Committees and contributed to
the development of the Morris Beach and Rec area. I love living in Morris, it is a quiet comfortable
town with good friends and neighbors. We live on Thomaston Road, about a mile south of the Four
Corners towards Thomaston.
Until last year we enjoyed quiet afternoons and evenings in our back yard with family and friends.
Unfortunately, that activity has been ruined by the loud music from South Farms…we hear the
afternoon sound checks and the evening concerts. It is annoying! We can hear the music in our
house with doors and windows closed and the television on.
I wonder that my property value will fall if these concerts continue, how do you show a property
when these concerts are going on…I would not consider buying in a small town that is no longer
peaceful. Why should our property values fall so that one individual can prosper?
I certainly hope that the Zoning Board holds the interest of the Morris Residents affected by this
noise pollution in higher regard than those from out of town that don’t have to listen to this travesty
on a nightly basis.
2020 was a difficult year for us all, please don’t continue the punishment of those of us in Morris
struggling to recover by inflicting continued aggravation for the sole benefit of Ben Paletsky.
Regards
William Plekan

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ed. Beauchaine
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: 4/7 Zoom link and update from South Farms
Tuesday, April 06, 2021 10:35:25 AM

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Ed. Beauchaine" <edcodesign@sbcglobal.net>
Date: April 6, 2021 at 9:24:00 AM EDT
To: Morris Resident <morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: 4/7 Zoom link and update from South Farms


Hi, I am wondering why is the 4/12 meeting limiting it to 60 people. The new
mandate is 3 feet apart, in that school it would mean more than 60, more like
100+. Our church is allowed 100 which we have had at our service, for the last 6
months it is about the size of that jym ! In closing town residents and tax payers
should get first admission to the meting !
Thanks,
Ed. And Lorraine Beauchaine
On Apr 5, 2021, at 10:57 AM, Morris Resident
<morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com> wrote:


Neighbors,
Two major reminders:
Wednesday 4/7 at 7 p.m. is the next P&Z meeting around
agritourism.
It will be a hybrid meeting - you can either attend in person in the
basement at Town Hall or use the following Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84955245825?
pwd=cjNtNjYvTXdCajFtZldaZ1hNNGRNdz09
Monday 4/12 at 7 p.m. is the Public Hearing for the South Farms
PDD.
This is also a hybrid meeting. You can attend in-person at JMS
gymnasium. We have heard the in-person limit is 60 people, socially
distanced.
You can also attend the Zoom meeting (max capacity of 100 people
signed on). We'll send this link out later.

Also, for those of you who are not on Facebook, this is the latest
update from South Farms which details more specific plans for
the PDD space.

"WE NEED EVERYONE'S LETTERS OF SUPPORT THIS WEEK!!! MARK
THE 4/12 AT 7PM P&Z MEETING ON YOUR CALENDAR!!!
The vision for
The Performing Arts Field at South Farmsis a diverse set of
programming that could include classical, jazz, acoustic, bluegrass,
jam bands, folk, movie night, speaker sessions and family + school
programming. We'd love to be able to collaborate with local
organizations like
The Nutmeg Conservatory for the Arts, local schools and artists and
the
NWCT Arts Councilto name a few!
We're working on re-engineering an audio configuration that is
designed from the ground-up with intent to mitigate noise, a
performance barn and plant green screening to further enhance
the rural aesthetic and provide peace of mind to concerned
neighbors, as well as develop a seasonal schedule that aligns to the
pulse of our community. We're exploring traffic designs to enter
directly from the state highway. All this gets proposed in the special
exception application. But the first step is to APPROVE South Farms
Planned Development District at Planning & Zoning's 4/12
meeting.
YOUR VOICE MATTERS!!!
This could be a great thing for Morris and the region. We're
pushing this forward since we believe we can fully address the well
understood concerns. This will POSITIVELY impact our quality of
life, this will POSITIVELY impact our ability to attract new families to
our community, this will POSITIVELY impact our property values,
this will POSITIVELY impact our ability to preserve around our rural
character, and this will POSITIVELY impact the vitality and
investment in our local economy.
KEEP THOSE LETTERS COMING – SEND SUPPORT TO:
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Please cc, info@southfarms.org so we can say, "Thank You!"

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Planning & Zoning: South Farms PDD
Wednesday, Apr 12 @ 7PM (JMS Gymnasium)
GIVE US A REASON TO INVITE
James TaylorTO MORRIS!!!
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!!"

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Alexandra Sullivan
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
info@southfarms.org
Concert and Performing Art Events
Monday, April 05, 2021 9:43:21 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in regards to the concerts and performing art events at South Farms. As someone
who lives on the same road, but in Bethlehem, I strongly believe this has been such a great
opportunity for the town of Morris, surrounding towns, and the entire state of Connecticut. In
such trying times, not only the wonderful venue of South Farms, but the businesses nearby,
will and have greatly benefited from these events.
Please, it would be a huge mistake to no longer allow such a great thing happen to our
community.
Thank you for you time and consideration,
Alexandra

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tucan Jam
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; info@southfarms.org
Keep south farms!
Monday, April 05, 2021 8:52:39 PM

I had the best possible experience ever at south farms. It is so nice to have something for families and young adults
to do in the area. They were one of the most professional venues ive been to and I usually attend a concert once a
weekend at various events all over CT. They were extremely efficient at keeping everyone safe from covid 19.
Please keep this amazing venue and amazing experience in litchfield county!!!
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Burke Gibney
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
South Farms PDD Public Hearing letter
Monday, April 05, 2021 4:20:23 PM

Dear Planning & Zoning Commissioners:
I am writing to express my strong support of the South Farms Agri-Tourism PDD
application. While I am not a Morris resident, I am a longtime Litchfield resident. I
grew up here and have a deep appreciation for the natural beauty of the region and
the rural character of our small communities. I also care a great deal about the future
economic vitality of our small towns in Litchfield County and I think it's very important
we do everything we can to support our local small businesses.
I wholeheartedly support the PDD application and the Performing Arts Field at South
Farms concept for two main reasons.
First, it will significantly benefit the local economy and many locally owned small
businesses. In Morris and Litchfield and other neighboring communities. Many of our
local businesses cannot survive on our small resident population bases. They depend
on visitors coming to the area. Concerts and other arts programming at South Farms
will bring visitors to Morris and the surrounding area where they will spend money at
our local businesses - lodging, restaurants, shops, etc. Some of them will discover
what a beautiful area Litchfield County is and will decide to come back to visit again.
Or maybe even move here. Tourism in general and arts and cultural programming in
particular are exactly the kind of economic development we need to support and
encourage.
Second, and equally important, I would very much like to see the remaining large
farm properties in the area preserved. I know in the long run that can only happen if
local zoning authorities approve new zoning regulations that permit farm owners to
pursue other economic uses on their land. Most of them cannot make it on farming
alone anymore. That's why so many local farms are long gone. They were sold to
developers and houses were built on the land. Agri-tourism is how the remaining
large farm properties like the beautiful Paletsky farm can survive and be preserved as
farms long into the future.
I want to stress that I understand the complaints some neighbors had about the fall
concert series and their concerns about approving future concerts. I know Mr.
Paletsky understands them too, and is very sensitive to them. I know he has been
doing a lot of work and has engaged highly qualified professionals to help him
address all of their complaints and concerns.
I think it's worth pointing out that Mr. Paletsky is not someone who just moved to
Morris and bought a farm and isn't concerned about his neighbors' ability to enjoy
their properties. His roots on that farm run deep. He cares about the Morris
community, he volunteers in the Morris community, and no doubt he intends to be a

good neighbor. I am confident if he is given the opportunity he will develop something
that's harmonious wth the rural Morris community and all Morris residents including all
of his neighbors are very happy with. And neighboring communities will see benefits
too.
For these reasons, I strongly urge the Commission to approve the South Farms AgriTourism PDD.
Respectfully,
Burke Gibney

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Morris Resident
Fwd: 4/7 Zoom link and update from South Farms
Monday, April 05, 2021 3:53:54 PM

I am writing to Morris P and Z to STRONGLY OPPOSE any consideration of opinions from
people who DO NOT LIVE in our town. They DO NOT PAY TAXES here. Of course they
would love to come and tie up our roads and drop their trash and leave. It is NOT THEIR
BUSINESS to lobby Morris P and Z. This is the business solely of residents of our town.
See below.
The vision for
The Performing Arts Field at South Farmsis a diverse set of programming that could include
classical, jazz, acoustic, bluegrass, jam bands, folk, movie night, speaker sessions and family +
school programming. We'd love to be able to collaborate with local organizations like
The Nutmeg Conservatory for the Arts, local schools and artists and the
NWCT Arts Councilto name a few!
We're working on re-engineering an audio configuration that is designed from
the ground-up with intent to mitigate noise, a performance barn and plant
green screening to further enhance the rural aesthetic and provide peace of
mind to concerned neighbors, as well as develop a seasonal schedule that
aligns to the pulse of our community. We're exploring traffic designs to enter
directly from the state highway. All this gets proposed in the special exception
application. But the first step is to APPROVE South Farms Planned Development
District at Planning & Zoning's 4/12 meeting.
YOUR VOICE MATTERS!!!
This could be a great thing for Morris and the region. We're pushing this
forward since we believe we can fully address the well understood concerns.
This will POSITIVELY impact our quality of life, this will POSITIVELY impact our
ability to attract new families to our community, this will POSITIVELY impact our
property values, this will POSITIVELY impact our ability to preserve around our
rural character, and this will POSITIVELY impact the vitality and investment in
our local economy.
KEEP THOSE LETTERS COMING – SEND SUPPORT TO:
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Please cc, info@southfarms.org so we can say, "Thank You!"
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

Planning & Zoning: South Farms PDD
Wednesday, Apr 12 @ 7PM (JMS Gymnasium)
GIVE US A REASON TO INVITE
James TaylorTO MORRIS!!!
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!!"

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Lindsey Victoria Photography
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
My support for the South Farms Planned Development District application
Monday, April 05, 2021 2:51:18 PM
Morris-CERC-Town Profile-2019 .pdf

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
I would like to express my support for the South Farms Planned
Development District application and The Performing Arts Field at
South Farms concept. South Farms has continually contributed to the
positive growth of the community and our region.
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms would be a positive addition
to our community. Ben Paletsky at South Farms in Morris has done an
amazing job reimagining his family’s farm in the past five years as a
wedding and event space, has opened in the summer for free to the
public for food, shopping from local businesses, and a chance for kids
to play in the fields.
Last year, in response to the pandemic, he started an outdoor series
of music and comedy. They did so much to make it a safe experience (I
loved the signs that read "No mask on your face you're a big
disgrace''), keeping musicians and industry people employed and
creating a bright spot for the public.
I see these events as a boon to the region bringing visitors to stay
in our hotels and Bed & Breakfasts, customers for our restaurants and
shops and much needed exposure for the region as a wonderful place to
visit and live.
South Farms is taking steps to improve the experience, mitigate sound
bleed for the neighbors and make sure it’s safe for all involved.
“Necessity is the mother of invention,” comes to mind. If we want to
keep our communities healthy we have to think about how to make that
happen. With a larger older population in Litchfield County this is a
very clever way to attract young people who might want to raise their
families here, send their children to our schools and volunteer in our
communities (fire department, town commissions etc).
If we do nothing to attract those people and get them to visit and see
for themselves the beauty of our region, the future stability and
health of Morris and Litchfield County is a concern. Currently 51% of
the town of Morris's population is 45+ (from the CERC Town Profile
2019 attached) which is very similar to the rest of the county.
I’m confident that South Farms can create an experience that is
complementary to the rural character of Morris, can reasonably address
concerns from the community, and will continue to add value to our
quality of life, culture and local economy.
I am a member of the Litchfield Economic Development Commission, a
local small business owner, a parent and a Litchfield native. My

husband (also raised in Litchfield County) and I left for 10 years
(moved to NYC) and came back to raise our family here and give back to
the community.
Best,
Lindsey Turner
160 E. Chestnut Hill Rd.
Litchfield, CT 06759
www.lindseyvictoriaphotography.com

Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in regard to
any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (received 3/3/2021). Please attach
this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.

George Gros, homeowner/taxpayer
Helen White. taxpayer
13 East Morris Lane
Morris, CT 06763
- Home located approximately ½ mile from South Farms, as the crow flies. In line of the venue.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Last summer we were subjected to loud thumping, banging and shouting noises night after night
emanating from the South Farms concerts. Hearing it once was bad enough, but three and four times a
week and on weekends was awful. You couldn’t hear anything but the constant, repetitive thumping. Then
there was the “comedy” shows that weren’t funny and not meant for kids to hear. At times it seemed
there were people in front of the house arguing. And at 10:45 p.m. it was extremely concerning.
Then to make things worse, were the cars speeding down Rt. 109 after the concerts and the trash they left
behind on the roadside.
Unless you’re subjected to this constant noise night after night and month after month, you can’t imagine
how it can affect your lifestyle, especially during COVID when things were strained enough.
Having listened in on several P&Z meetings, some of the topics are properties that are considered eyesores,
as well as trash that maybe polluting properties. NOISE is also a pollution and should be taken just as
seriously. With all the health concerns over stress and mental conditions due to COVID, these concerts do
nothing but add to the problem. According to the Waterbury Republican, other towns are now looking to
enact, or have enacted noise restriction laws (Bethlehem and Washington, for example). A noise pollution
law should be something P&Z should take under consideration. And, if there are any, then they should be
upgraded so noise like what was emanating last summer from South Farms would not happen again.
Also, since COVID restrictions are being lifted, there is no reason South Farms can’t go back to its original
venues and leave the rest of us in peace and quiet. Also, It was eye-opening the way South Farms views its
neighbors and people that were affected by these nightly noisemakers, as evidenced in a recent YouTube
video.
As a taxpayer/homeowner, we expect our elected officials to protect and serve all Morris residents, not
just one, and worry less about entertaining non-residents. It would be a travesty to disrupt the lives of
people in one part of the town, namely East Morris.
If this PDD comes to fruition, all we can see is declining property values (there are already many for sale
signs up) not to mention more trash, increased traffic and speeding. It would be a shame to see Morris
heading for a decline.
Finally, how is the Town of Morris going to compensate taxpayers/homeowners affected by these concerts
if this PDD passes?

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ryan Taylor
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Support of South Farms
Monday, April 05, 2021 1:34:11 PM

My name is Ryan Taylor and I am a 22 year resident of Morris. I have attended many events at South
Farms since Ben Paletski has owned and operated this property, and have enjoyed the watching
growth and evolution of his business. Every event has been planned and executed with skill and
professionalism and has helped bring enjoyment to our residents and income to other local
businesses. While there are valid concerns from his neighbors, I am 100% confident that Ben will
address these concerns fairly with detailed attention to making this venue work for everyone.
Regards,
Ryan Taylor
39 Brunetto Grove
Morris CT
Ryan Taylor
Technical Service
Five Star Products, Inc.
60 Parrott Drive
Shelton, CT 06484-4733
Office:(203) 336-7922
Cell:(203) 339-1028
taylorr@fivestarproducts.com
www.FiveStarProducts.com

NOTICE: This email and/or attachments may contain confidential or proprietary information which may be legally
privileged. It is intended only for the named recipient(s). If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this
email, please notify the author by replying to this message.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Erin Kennedy
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; info@southfarms.org
South Farms is essential to the Arts Community of Northwest CT
Monday, April 05, 2021 1:29:13 PM

To Whom it may Concern,
South Farms is NWCTs only outdoor venue offering diverse entertainment options. It's the
Tanglewood of NWCT and is essential to the Arts Community in our community.
Just like at Tanglewood, the Oakdale and other concert venues, there are neighbors who live
near the venues, but agreements are in place to make sure that the venues can continue. For
example, a noise curfew of 10:00 could be executed to protect the neighbors. South Farms has
planning in place to further protect those neighbors. Plans include, a sound system designed to
limit travel only a short range and plantings to curb sound escape and make it visually more
contained.
Ethically, the venue will offer the most good to the greatest number if people. While there
may be a couple of neighbors who do not like the change, there will be others who welcome it.
The other businesses in the area, for example, will get a boon of customers and revenue from
concert-goers. Many people would see the proximity to NWCTs only real arts scene as a
bonus when purchasing a home. Being able to walk to see live music and entertainment is a
dream of many people who are into the Arts. So the few people living nearby who do not
enjoy the Arts could easily sell at a higher price (in an already inflated seller's real estate
market) and make a huge profit. This is a win-win situation for everyone involved; even those
who don't enjoy live music because there are people like me out there who would swoop in
and buy a home next door to live music and the arts.
Change is inevitable. I don't enjoy the high-end townhouses being built behind my home
which has been in my family for 4 generations, so I can relate to the neighbors who want
everything to stay the same. The truth is that holding a concert on the lawn once in awhile is
so much better than what could be. If South Farms is not allowed to profit off of their land by
hosting artists and allowing them to share their talents with our community, then how will they
make a living? Businesses like small farms are closing everyday and we should not stand in
the way of their rights. If we do, they will end up developing that land into apartment
buildings/condos or affordable housing units just to hold onto their family's farm. Change is
coming, so it's time to decide whether we want to live beside a potential new housing
development, with years of construction and heavy machinery, blasting and apartments full of
new people streaming into our community; or do we want to let this business keep their land
as it is, a beautiful, quintessential New England farm, and have the ability to brag to our
friends and family that we live near CT s best outdoor arts establishment?
In closing, every art lover knows that NWCT has needed an opportunity like this one for
decades. Please take this opportunity to make the most good for the greatest number of people
and let the arts remain in our community. We need the Arts, we need the revenue, local
businesses need the boost and our kids need culture. We currently drive across the state or to
NYC for arts of this quality and NWCT is a cultural dessert. Bring the Arts home to NWCT
and watch Real Estate prices increase as young families looking for a rural town with culture
bid high to move in.
It's time and this is a golden opportunity; please be the agents of change instead of levying
against it. The greatest good is not voting for a small number of neighbors who lack the
foresight to see the wonderful outcomes that will befall them, but it lies in voting with the
community as a whole who stand to benefit, both culturally and financially, from having a
cultural arts center in their own backyard.

Thank you for your time and considetation.
Sincerely,
Erin Kennedy, MSOL
Arts lover and Supporter
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Steven Babjak
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Support for The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
Monday, April 05, 2021 12:29:03 PM

As a new resident of Litchfield County, I am in full support of the the Performing Arts Field at
South Farms. Our community needs outlets for art and culture as well as additional sources of
revenue to keep our communities thriving and alive!
Thank you,
Steven Babjak
150 South Street
Litchfield, CT 06759

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hosanna Fox
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Public hearing comments: South Farms
Monday, April 05, 2021 12:25:02 PM

To whom it may concern,
I'm writing regarding holding concerts at South Farms, the subject of a public hearing on April
12th. While I won’t be able to attend the hearing, I wanted to be sure to register my support of
these concerts. I live in South Kent and have been fortunate enough to attend a concert there
last summer. The event seemed well managed, with strict safety and health measures clearly in
place. And during a period of isolation and stress, these concerts provided a safe and enjoyable
way to enjoy our local community.
I appreciate the concerns of neighbors living nearby -- most of us live in the country
because we value peace and quiet. But I also would argue that it's important to balance the
inconvenience of these events against the positive effects on our community as well: Well
being and enjoyment, economic activity and employment opportunity for staff and musicians.
so know very well how neighborhood noise can be disruptive. However, I would hope that we
can all learn to balance momentary sounds of festivity and joy with our otherwise quiet
country life, when events are well managed and bring economic support to our communities.
Thank you for taking my views into consideration
Best,
Hosanna Fox
310 South Kent Road
South Kent, CT 06785
____________

Hosanna Fox
US + 1 347 417 6462 | hosanna.fox@gmail.com | Skype: hosanna.fox | Twitter:
www.twitter.com/HosannaFox | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/hosannafox

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Gerri Kenniston
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
The Performance Fields at South Farms
Monday, April 05, 2021 12:17:05 PM

I’m writing to you to support the Performance Fields at South Farms.
I attended a few concerts there last year and was incredibly impressed by the compliance and continuing outstanding
work that Ben Paletsky and his team did to make sure everything was done correctly and effectively.
This would be an excellent plan not only for the town of Morris, but also for Litchfield county to bring jobs,
entertainment and support for the area businesses. It is my understanding that state of the art technologies will be put
in place to make this more efficient. It can make everything better.
I highly support the approval of this application.
Thank you,
Gerri Kenniston
West Cornwall, CT
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

xcsprcer800
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Statement
Sunday, April 04, 2021 8:18:56 PM

Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in
regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (received 3/3/2021).
Please attach this statement to the April

Good evening,
I live on straights turnpike lane less than 1 mile from the twilight concerts & have been
negatively affected by it since day one. The music drowns out the sound from my tv at night
even with all the windows in the house shut. A small town offers (supposed to) a peaceful
afternoon or evening spent in your own yard enjoying yourself not having to hear concerts
every night going until 10pm. I work a job that requires me to start my work days at 5am
getting out of bed at 4pm & more often then not the music keeps me up at night. I often get
road calls at all hours of the night throughout the year, while those concerts are running I get
next to no sleep at times then getting called out to work as much as a 19 hr shift on zero sleep.
I moved to Morris because it was a small town not moving at the chaos or pace of a city. All I
can think is if I wanted to surrounded by music and shows non stop I would have found an
apartment outside the Comcast theater in the city, for that reason I don’t think these concerts
should continue there was zero respect or consideration for the towns people affected & do not
feel a permit should be given. The concerts were non stop & sound was out of control I feel it
is too late for a opportunity where they can “make it right” they had their trial period and
showed how it will be if a permit is issued there is no going back those directly affected just
get the brunt of this entire situation. Being one of those people I did not move to Morris & pay
taxes to deal with that. These concerts don’t benefit the town nearly enough for the trash left
on roads, drunk drives, noise pollution, etc. the list goes on. Please do the right thing on this
situation & think of those affected & not one mans wealth... thank you for your time
Resident of Morris

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

bruce losee
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Sunday, April 04, 2021 10:34:51 AM

Please add my name to the list of area residents who support South Farms at the upcoming
Planning & Zoning meeting. Ben has provided a much needed boost to the local economy and
great entertainment as well. We all need to support our local farms as they struggle to stay
afloat and we see this as one of the ways we can all benefit from their location.
We look forward to P&Z making a positive decision in favor of South Farms. Ben and his
family have shown they are willing to work together with the community to keep this great
venue an asset to Morris.
Best regards
Bruce Losee
Suvi Losee

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Richard Donegan
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: South Farms Zoning Change
Saturday, April 03, 2021 8:04:37 PM

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Richard Donegan <richdonegan59@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 3, 2021 at 7:58 PM
Subject: Re: South Farms Zoning Change
To: Morris Resident <morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com>
Will do, thanks!
On Sat, Apr 3, 2021 at 7:11 PM Morris Resident <morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com> wrote:
Richard, one thing - it's planningandzoning@townofmorrisCT.com
You are missing the CT part of that e-mail. Just click "Forward" on your original e-mail and
add that extra e-mail address.
On Sat, Apr 3, 2021 at 6:30 PM Richard Donegan <richdonegan59@gmail.com> wrote:
Please attach to the agenda or the April 12th 2021 public hearing.
I would like this read aloud please if I'm not in attendance, thank you.
To the members of the Planning and Zoning.
    My name is Richard Donegan. I am a neighbor of South Farms, and live approx 1/4 to
1/2 mile away from the location, farther up Rt. 63. I am a business owner at this location.
While I had no choice but to put up with last years concerts, I would like it known that I
am adamantly opposed to what is being proposed for the South Farms location, and for
Morris as a town. I was woken by music almost every night South Farms had a concert
last year. Over and over and over....Couldn't figure out what was going on until I read
about it. Very frustrating to be kept awake at night when there's nothing you can do or say
to change it. Now I hear they want to make this a permanent event. From something that
was granted as a "MISTAKE", to possibly becoming a permanent event. How is this even
possible????
Then little by little the facts come to light. A cousin either already on the Zoning board,
or about to be made a member, depending on who's telling the story. A cousin with
enough land so he could do the same thing.......or maybe be in conjunction with Ben at his
location. A Board member with possible interests of his own that may mirror his cousins'
Bens interests??
I have e-mailed Mr. Winn, and our first Selectman to see if Geoff Paletsky would be
recusing himself, but in 4 weeks I have not received a reply, so I will assume he will be
voting. Our elected officials have a unique way of not responding to things that upset their
agendas.
What I did see though, was the Podcast Mr. Ben Paletsky was on. What I saw was very
disturbing. A commentator ridiculing and belittling the people of Morris, and Ben

Paletsky laughing and grinning throughout the interview like a King looking down on his
peasants. There's no other way to describe it, it made me sick to think that a man that feels
that way about Morris wants to even be a part of this Town. Then I saw the numbers for
the potential revenue. It was amazing, and suddenly it all clicked. This has the power to be
a massive game changer for Ben Paletsky. The money involved here is ENORMOUS.
And the Paletskys' are about to steamroll over anyone or anything in their way.
     Our property values will plummet, our quiet summer nights are about to be destroyed,
there will be no way to enforce anything, it will be as if a "Little Woodstock" has suddenly
emerged in Morris. The Towns people will have all the negative repercussions that go
along with it, and Mr. Paletsky will have the financial windfall that will go along with it.
And please don't be fooled, I would almost guarantee there will be more and more
requests for zone changes as time goes on. If Ben Paletsky gets his way, do you really
think this is the end of it? Or maybe every year or two, he gets another great idea and asks
for more and more. And what about the others with enough land to do similar things?
Once the genie is out of the bottle, do we think it will happen only at South Farms? Of
course not, we've just opened a Pandoras Box of whatever someone can think up to fall
under the "Agritourism" heading.
I would ask the members of Planning and Zoning to very carefully reconsider what is
happening here. One single man is asking for the rest of the Town to bow down and let
him run rampant through or quiet little town. He has no care for what we want, no
consideration for his neighbors, he is only fueled by greed and profit. If you don't agree,
just turn on his podcast interview. You will see a man who sneers down at our town, and
act as if we're beneath him. What person in their right mind would even think that this is
beneficial to Morris????? People are about to be left holding a worthless piece of property,
and going without sleep, while one man counts his money and continues to laugh at the
people of Morris.
    Please think long and hard about what is being asked here, and stop this in its tracks
completely, once and for all. Thank you very much.
                                                                                                 Sincerely,
                                                                                  Richard Donegan.
I find it surreal to even be writing this.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kasey Gagstetter
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
South Farms
Saturday, April 03, 2021 7:32:06 PM

To Whom This May Concern:
My fiancé and I are residents of Morris, CT. We live on Straits Turnpike Lane, which is right near South Farms. My
fiancé and I are both essential workers (I am a Nurse and he is a factory worker) and needless to say this past year
has been tough on everyone. We SUPPORT South Farms and the concert events they have been doing during the
pandemic. We can hear the music from our back patio and we enjoy it. The concerts have made us feel a sense of
normalcy and we plan on attending an event this summer!
South Farms is doing a great thing for this community by having safe social distance concerts for the public. They
are bringing business to the local eateries by doing yeh was events and I really hope their concerts can continue on.
As I said earlier, the last year has been difficult for us all. South Farms has been be able to thrive and think outside
the box in regards to concerts. Anyone who is against these events at the farm is really selfish to not support a local
business. I am proud to know South Farms is in my town and able to provide local, safe entertainment to all of
Morris and the areas around.
Thank you for your time reading this, we again, SUPPORT the events at South Farms and hope they can continue.
Thank you,
Kasey Gagstetter

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

j seabury
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Statement for 4/12/21 meeting re. PDD application for South Farms
Saturday, April 03, 2021 6:45:01 PM
Town of Morris - Copy.docx

Please confirm receipt of this email. Thank you.
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in
regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (accepted
3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.

David and Joan Seabury
27 Watertown Rd.
Morris, CT 06763
0.4 miles from the venue site

Planning and Zoning members,
We would like our voices to be heard. P&Z made a grave error in granting South Farms the
opportunity to create a concert venue last year. The venue did not fit the Covid guidelines and
should NEVER have been granted. PLEASE do not make another mistake by giving any zoning
change, PDD or agritourism opportunities to the South Farms operation. Mr. Paletsky took
advantage of a worldwide pandemic for his own personal gain at the expense of his neighbors’
peaceful and rural life style!

If this venue or any other development like it continues, property values will fall throughout this
town, not just for those who live on the East side of town who were barraged for weeks on end
with loud, sometime vulgar shows and pounding music/noise, but for all the residents of the town.
No longer will the rural character be intact. Morris will be known for its raucous concert venue,
not it’s peaceful and rural character we all treasure. If one exception is made for Ben Paletsky
every property owner in this town would have the right to request the same or similar variances
and all sorts of venues could begin cropping up throughout town. This could be precedent setting
in a very negative way.

Below you will find a summary of our concerns and experiences with this venue.   
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->One individual took advantage of a worldwide pandemic for
his own personal gain at the expense of the entire community. This cannot be allowed to
continue. A cease and desist order is in place and should remain so. This venue should never
reopen, nor should any operation like it be approved in the town of Morris.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->This venue and its loud music and comedy shows made it
necessary at times for us to wear noise cancelling headphones inside our own home, as we could
still hear the amplification from the venue despite having all of our doors and windows shut. On
several occasions, we were forced to leave our home on weekends to find a way to get away from

the loud music and comedy shows. During this pandemic, the only “safe” place we had was our
home. The loud events at South Farms ripped even this away from us, as we could no longer eat
dinner on our back porch or spend any time outdoors most evenings for several months without
being accosted by the noise from this venue. We cannot imagine how much more difficult it has
been for those living even closer to the site. We are both essential workers and were required to
work early morning hours after being kept up late with this noise from the venue night after night.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->We bought a home in Morris to get out of the city and
enjoyed the rural character of the town. We do not want to live in a town where concerts/comedy
shows that were intended to occur in the city of New Haven are brought to our doorstep. Music
tours like “Heroin and Helicopters” and vulgar comedy shows are not welcome here.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->It is imperative that the Planning and Zoning Commission
not amend our Town’s current zoning regulations just to accommodate Ben Paletsky. Changes to
our zoning regulations to allow for the continued operation of this venue would be fundamentally
in conflict with the Morris Plan of Conservation and Development – both the adopted document
from 2009 and the draft update from 2020. Both versions of the Plan focus on the critical
importance of maintaining the rural character of our town. The draft 2020 update notes that “Rural
Character was the number one reason that respondents to the Town Plan Survey listed for
choosing to live in Morris.” Please listen to the residents! This concert venue is completely out of
line with prioritizing and preserving the rural character that the residents treasure.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->Both versions of the Plan of Conservation and
Development also note the value of scenic roads and discuss the need to protect land along them.
Numerous roads surrounding the South Farms concert venue are identified as having “scenic
road qualifications.” These roads include: Anderson Road, Benton Road, Higbie Road, and Route
63. Continued operation of the South Farms concert venue is, again, in conflict with these stated
goals and priorities of our Plan of Conservation and Development.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->The Planning and Zoning Commission has a responsibility
to enact and enforce regulations that are consistent with the Plan of Conservation and
Development and protect the lifestyle and property values of Morris residents. We implore you not
to bend to the whim of a single businessman at the expense of town resident tax payers, so many
of whom have given years of service to the schools, athletic leagues, Girl Scouts, and the town
itself. The priority should be the betterment of the Town as a whole, not the betterment of one
resident’s business.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->We did do the “neighborly” thing and talked with Ben
twice about turning down the volume of the concerts and comedy shows. Following both
conversations, Ben assured us he would lower the volume, but unfortunately, he did not honor
this promise either time. As a matter of fact, several future events were even louder than the ones
we discussed with him.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->In addition to the intolerable noise levels, the loitering,
littering, and traffic this venue has brought to town is unacceptable. Many of the concert goers are
not even from this area, so while they may enjoy attending an event, it is the residents of Morris
who are forced to bear the brunt of the negative impacts. This is not right, and it cannot be
allowed to continue.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->On numerous occasions, we have seen individuals walking
along Route 63 and climbing over the rock wall along the roadway to access the South Farms
venue. This is very unsafe given the speed and volume of cars on Route 63, along with the
relatively narrow shoulders and limited lighting. This is an accident waiting to happen, and Ben
Paletsky and the Planning and Zoning Commission will be complicit in any such accident if this
activity continues to happen as a result of ongoing concerts at South Farms.

We ask the Planning and Zoning Commission to do the right and responsible thing by denying
any application, PDD or zoning change that would allow for a concert venue or any similar use to
take hold in Morris. We also ask that you be sure that those making decisions are acting in the
best interest of all town residents and do not have a conflict of interest. We have seen too much
attention be given to the voices of individuals who are not from Morris, so we implore you to
focus on the voices of residents instead. We love our town, and we cannot stand the thought of
watching its character be degraded by the continued use of South Farms as a concert venue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
David & Joan Seabury

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rahil Briggs
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Public hearing comments
Saturday, April 03, 2021 6:00:48 PM

To whom it may concern,
Please accept this letter of support for the concerts at South Farms, subject of a public hearing Monday April 12th at
7 PM. While I won’t be able to attend the hearing, I wanted to be sure to register my support of these concerts. I
attended two concerts in 2020, and they were both extremely well managed, with appropriate crowd control and
safety measures front and center, at all times. They were incredibly appreciated moments of joy during Covid.
While I don’t live near the venue, I do live near the Goshen fairgrounds and so know very well how neighborhood
noise can be disruptive. However, I would hope that we can all learn to balance momentary sounds of festivity and
joy with our otherwise quiet country life, when events are well managed and bring economic support to our
communities.
Sincerely,
Rahil Briggs
1489 Goshen Rd
Torrington, CT 06790

Please send statements to the following:
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
(feel free to cc)
My name is Beth Murphy; I live at 209 East Street, Apt D, Morris, and I speak in favor of the Performing
Ars Field at South Farms.
There are many reasons to support this awesome undertaking; I will focus on a few of the most
important ones.
Events and festivals in general play a huge role in putting a region and/or town on the map by
distinguishing its attractions and local color and setting it apart and above other towns.
Litchfield County is blessed with many different types of attractions; offering live music is one sure way
to entice those visitors and their spendable income to Morris. Events like these allow Morris to
showcase itself and serve as a first introduction to many people from other communities who may not
otherwise visit.
The economic impact of bringing in event visitors speaks for itself. Monies spent by non-local visitors
add “new money” to the economy which otherwise would be spent elsewhere. The ripple effect upon
other local business is especially important to those businesses which have suffered due to the
pandemic. The opportunity to support these businesses should not be overlooked or underestimated.
I know from my experience with the Litchfield Hills Road Race (I am the President) that offering up a
special event or a series of concerts does have a huge, positive economic impact on a town. Litchfield
has become famous for this race and is just one example of how something so unique has far reaching
positive impacts --- not only for businesses but for those seeking a better place to live.
Offering live music not only provides Morris the opportunity to thrive, it also has many other benefits.
Music is a universal language that speaks to us all. Particularly in an outdoor local such as the bucolic
setting that South Farm offers, is a venue that allows visitors and locals the chance to unwind, destress,
interact with friends, neighbors and meet new people. It offers a chance to have meaningful social
interactions across racial and demographic boundaries.
The opportunity to gather safely, especially in a post COVID era, goes a long way to fight social isolation
and loneliness which has been so much a part of our lives these past 14 months.
I strongly feel that Ben is a good neighbor who is more than willing to meet people halfway, to address
the issues that others find problematic and to create something really special. Ben is trying to bring the
magic of music to Morris, and I say we should stand behind this effort 100%!
Respectfully,

Beth Murphy

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Coyne
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Comment on zoning for concerts
Saturday, April 03, 2021 1:52:34 PM

With Covid thankfully subsiding with the roll out of the vaccines, I see no need to extend special zoning
considerations to a business seeking to use their property for concerts. The Town ( even if by error) and
its residents , I feel, were more than open to helping South Farms, and any other local business, survive
during the lock down of the pandemic. The pandemic lock down is all but over. So, the reason to extend
that special permit for that reason is now over, and should not, in my opinion, even be allowed to be used
as a reason to grant an extension of permit for concerts. If that is South Farm’s main reason to obtain a
permit for concerts....that is a dead argument.
Even though I am not directly affected by the loud music, and foul language of some comedians, I
sympathize with those who were.
I live not far from the Bethlehem Fair Grounds, and I would not be happy ( and would fight with every
legal means) if any concerts were scheduled to take place on that property, and interfere with my living
and enjoying my property.
South Farms is a farm. It’s name says so. I understand there is no provision for “ concerts” in the state’s
use of farmland. I have no problem with in door weddings, and special events. The outdoor concerts?
Add my voice to the chorus of those against any permit for concerts to keep the quiet of our beautiful,
rural town.
I will continue to support South Farms as a local business.
John Coyne

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gary Swingle
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
April 12, 2021 zoning meeting Farm tourism
Saturday, April 03, 2021 1:52:22 PM

Planning and zoning Board, Morris, CT
We support the farm tourism that the performing arts at South Farms provides.
Morris's small business, as well as Litchfield County, will benefit from the attendee's coming to
our area..
With the second season things will get better. We feel very lucky to have neighbors like the
Paletsky's. Let's support them.
If you want the farms and open space to remain, we need to support farmers.
Cordially,
Gary and Amy Swingle
Sugar Mountain Farm
310 Watertown Road
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Paula Halpern
David R. Wiig
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms" Concerts
Saturday, April 03, 2021 10:20:07 AM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I just wanted to show my support for the South Farms' concerts. I attended one this past summer and thought it was
amazing. To create such a special atmosphere during these crazy times is what really sets it apart. Ben Paletsky is
diligently working to lessen the neighborhood noise for the future. The fact that this also employs so many residents
is just an added plus. Although I am not a resident, I’ve been coming to Morris since 1967 and this is one of the best
things that I’ve seen come to this town.
Thank you,
Paula Halpern

From:
To:
Date:

Christine Fitzgerald
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Friday, April 02, 2021 4:38:27 PM

Hello,
My name is Christine Fitzgerald and I am a resident of Morris. I live within a mile from
South Farms and fully support their concert series. Not only does this stage support a local
business, it also brings in people to stay at the hotels, eat at the local restaurants, and spend
time in Morris shops and community. It brings revenue to the town in more ways than one.
It also puts Morris on the map and a great supporter of the arts. Bands and performers from
across the country are learning about this stage as one of the few open performing facilities
right now. I do understand the extra traffic and noise concerns of other residents. I
personally admire the respect of the locals that South Farms has displayed over the past
year. Their concerts are always been easy going music and conclude by a decent time (have
not heard anything past 10pm, usually earlier). They have also been very public about
working with the community to best balance community needs along with the local
entertainment. I am supporting this local business and supporting the arts and entertainment
in our community. I strongly feel that South Farm is being respectful and adapting to local
wishes while making the best of the pandemic. I am proud to say that we have an open
national stage in our back yard as most of the other stages across the country are closed. I
feel that this endeavor will bring more revenue and support to the local community as well.
Thank you for your time in reviewing my opinion on the matter.
Christine Fitzgerald
203-605-9469

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Laura Swett
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; info@southfarms.org
Please keep Music at South Farms!
Friday, April 02, 2021 12:41:35 PM

Hello, members of Morris Planning & Zoning and the Morris Community,
My name is Laura Swett, and I live nearby in Warren, CT. I had the absolute pleasure of
attending several acoustic shows with Warren Haynes and Danny Louis at South Farms this
past year. After being in “lockdown” for months, the opportunity to safely social distance and
be able to enjoy music that touched my spirit alongside folks following rules and being
respectful was a treat! In fact, it was a lifeline!
I think it is only fair to give South Farms a chance. They’re your neighbors too. It seems like
they were/are trying to work with everyone to do things right. Please try to find a compromise
instead of simply complaining and trying to shut them down.
I can only go by rumors that I heard locally that some thought it was too loud. Perhaps work
with them and give them some time to establish sound barriers. I, personally, thought more
noise came from those on the roadway peeling tires and revving motorcycles while we were
watching the show. Maybe those on the road should be noted as a nuisance to consider and not
the actual farm.
If you feel the shows were too frequent, find a happy medium, work together on a schedule. If
some comedy acts were too outrageous, then find folks for the stage you can all agree on, but
please let there be a stage! Again, I’m just referencing local chatter I heard, and I’m not sure
what is fact and what is fiction.
One fact, though - South Farms makes a beautiful venue. I was happy there. I felt safe there. I
did not see or hear anyone being disrespectful. I didn’t see any traffic challenges. What I did
see was some of my favorite talents sharing their tunes. I witnessed a lot of my friends
enjoying nearby hotels, restaurants, and more. I am hopeful my family, friends, and I will be
enjoying shows for years to come if you all can work together.
In times like this, we need the arts more than ever! Why not at South Farms?
Laura Swett
Warren, CT Proud Patron of South Farms

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sean Moran
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Concert Public Hearing- South Farms
Thursday, April 01, 2021 8:16:14 AM

I am writing this letter to voice my support for Concerts at the The Farm at South Farms. I attended 11 concerts last
year at the farm (Marcus King 9/8, Warren Haynes 9/12, 9/13, CAAMP 9/20, Mt. Joy 10/7, Warren Haynes 10/8,
Warren Haynes 10/15, The Allman/ Betts Band 10/22, Warren Haynes 11/1, Goose 11/7, Warren Haynes 11/8) and
can honestly say that they were some of the best run concert events I have ever been to. The concerts I attended at
the farm had every type of weather imaginable, hot, cold, very cold, windy, rainy, pouring rain, rain delays and I
think it may have even snowed once. They handled everything just about perfectly. I have been to hundreds of
concerts all over the country over the last 40 years. South Farms was able to give music fans like myself, a safe way
to experience live music again in an unbelievable venue during unreal circumstances. I never felt safer during the
pandemic anywhere other than my house and South Farms. I never saw anything there that made me uncomfortable
or felt was unsafe. I never got sick and no one I know got sick from attending the concerts. I felt most all attendees
were very respectful of one another and the staff was very professional. I have been to many events at other venues
over the years where neither of those were the case. I enjoyed the fact and felt very fortunate that these shows were
only 15 minutes from my house in Woodbury. I met many people that traveled much, much farther than that though
just to have live music and some semblance of normalcy in their lives. Many of these people were discovering
Litchfield County and Morris for the first time. I loved hearing comments from people when they stepped out of
their cars for the first time after parking in the field. They simply could not believe what a beautiful place they were
about to go see a concert at. I feel that these concerts were a godsend during an unprecedented time in our lives. I
am incredibly thankful to South Farms, Manic Productions, Premier Concerts, the residents of Morris, especially
those who live near the Farm and the Town of Morris for allowing these concerts to take place. I hope you all know
how meaningful they were to many people throughout the region who came to these wonderful events. While I’m
sure there may have been a few isolated incidents that occurred I believe most attendees were very respectful of the
fact these events were taking place around homes and neighborhoods and did their best to limit noise and traffic. I
really hope the concerts are allowed to continue. I am happy to do anything I can to see that they do. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Sean Moran
88 Mountain Rd
Woodbury, CT 06798

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Email Security
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning; info@southfarms.org
South Farms Concerts
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 8:03:39 PM

To whom it may concernWe are writing this letter in support of The Performing Arts Field at South Farms. We were very
impressed with the venue this past fall, and
feel that it was an asset to our community. I believe that future plans for continued events can be
organized in such a manner that would be
satisfactory to those that live in close proximity.
We suggest that future events be limited to a certain amount of days per week/weekend/monthly, limit the
amount of tickets sold, hold the events earlier in the evening, rectify the issue with the volume, have
traffic exit and enter from Route 63 only, limit the genre of music more suitable for a quieter environment,
no comedy shows as they tend to be inappropriate.
Maureen & Todd Bellmay

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Heidi Capodanno
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Southfarms
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 5:00:16 PM

Good afternoon,
My husband, mother and I are all residents of Morris and have fully enjoyed attending events
at Southfarms. When I learned of the concert series last year during such a sad time, when
people needed music and things to uplift them, I thought it was fantastic that Southfarms
planned the concert series as a way to put the sadness behind us for a few hours.
Morris is such a beautiful community with the most supportive people. As a community we
support local businesses so they can thrive and grow. I must say that I am saddened to hear
that there are people in this community against what Ben is trying to do.
I want it to be known that my husband, Brian and I fully support what Ben is trying to do. We
are fortunate to have such a beautiful location to enjoy events and concerts. This is a way to
bring friends and families together which is what we all need.
Please know that we vote yes in favor of Ben and look forward to enjoy many events and
concerts in the future at Southfarms.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Heidi and Brian Capodanno
203-808-6582 (cell - Heidi)

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Nikki Soden
"wiig@optonline.net"; "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
"info@southfarms.org"
town meeting April 2021
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 1:00:21 PM

Dear Town Board,
I am writing this statement to support music events at South Farms. My family and I have
attended a few events at South Farms in 2020. We always support the local businesses while
we are in town. We eat at the local restaurants plus shop at the town stores. The events at
South Farms are always very well planned and staffed. As far as I can tell, there is no negative
affect on the surrounding towns or area. The shows begin and end on time. And the traffic in
and out is always planned out in advanced and is quick and easy with little noise to the locals.
It is such a beautiful, family friendly venue. I would think it brings in revenue to the
supporting communities as well as many jobs. During this pandemic, it was the one place I felt
safe attending. There are plenty of staff directing you to go where you should, CDC guidelines
are enforced and everyone wears a masks.
Please consider keeping this venue open. It is a ray of sunshine in this gloomy world we live
in right now.
Thank you,
Nikki Soden

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Claire Ritz
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org
Statement of Support
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 10:04:13 AM

Hello,
I am a Litchfield resident writing a statement of support for South Farms' to continue live,
socially distant concerts. I attended one of their concerts in October, and it was the highlight of
my year. With so many events cancelled and put on hold in 2020, it was incredible to
experience live music again. The event was extremely well organized, and brought in plenty of
folks from CT and surrounding states to experience a unique, and most importantly safe,
event.
I understand that Morris residents are concerned about the noise, but I firmly believe South
Farms should be given the opportunity to rectify this issue. I also understand that Morris
residents are concerned about an increase in traffic - however as an attendee of the event I did
not notice any traffic issues whatsoever – it was easy to get in and out of Morris and return
home to Litchfield with virtually zero problems. South Farms' outdoor concerts gave local
vendors the opportunity to make revenue – which was especially important during a year
where so many local businesses lost so much income. They give Litchfield County the
opportunity to increase awareness of our wonderful area!
I am in strong support of South Farms to continue offering their concerts, and I firmly believe
that they should be given the opportunity to rectify any issues that Morris residents have.
Thank you!
Claire

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tony Vasile
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Testimonial
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 8:37:01 AM

To whom it may concern:
My name is Dr. Tony Vasile. I am writing to you in regards to the South Farms wedding
venue and the concerts that were held in the Fall.
For background, I am a pediatric physical therapist in the NY Catskills. I graduated during
the pandemic, finished my clinical rotations in the hospital SICU responding to the
pandemic as an unpaid intern - putting my health and well-being at serious risk for no
financial compensation other than to have a delayed graduation date. Despite this, I worked
longer than was required because I felt it was part of my responsibility as an able bodied
young man, to help in my field.
I’m telling you this because by the time the Fall came around, South Farms became a safe
haven for me. I had heard about their covid procedures and the music that they were putting
on. I looked into it and was amazed at how thoroughly the safety procedures were laid out
online. I decided to buy tickets to two shows during the final weekend. It’s important to
note that at this point, it was pretty well known in the live music community that South
Farms was not going to be operating after the weekend because of the complaints. I say this
is important because, even though the staff and management knew they were being shut
down, they still put on an extremely safe event with very clear and strict covid regulations.
There was an atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding between all staff,
management, and crowd - which is very different from what you see at other venues,
especially during covid. This atmosphere of respect and understanding created an
environment that was truly beautiful to be a part of.
I have lived near concert venues before. I completely understand the hesitation that
neighbors may have. That being said, while I can’t say that I’ve spoken to the members of
your community who filed the complaints, I’m sure if they knew how important South
Farms was to healthcare workers like me, teachers, food service workers, and all the other
essential workers to whom South Farms became a safe haven, they would surely change
their minds.
Please consider this, along with the countless other good things that South Farms fostered
this Fall when you approach the hearing on 4/12.
Thank you very much for your time and consideration in reading this email.
Best,
Tony

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kellie lambert
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Testimony for Public Hearing on South Farms" concerts
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 9:00:53 AM

To whom it may concern:
I am writing to you regarding the Public Hearing on concerts at South Farms. I live just
down Route 63, in Watertown, and I would like to encourage the Planning and Zoning
Commission to consider creating an agreement with the farm to continue live music events.
I attended one performance at the farm last year, and I was very impressed with the
organization of the entire event, from the moment my car pulled on the property until I left.
The farm created a very respectful experience in the pandemic. The attention to detail
carried through to how the event was set-up on the property, the amount of time the
performer was allowed to be on stage, the local vendors, and limited numbers of audience.
Considering the stage backs up to a public road with few houses nearby and the show had
an early end-time, I was impressed that the venue was considerate of the sound for the few
local neighbors. South Farms created a concert experience that outshined others I have had
in notable venues in non-pandemic times, and I do think its uniqueness should not be
silenced because we are emerging from the COVID-19 crisis.
I firmly believe that the town can come to an agreement with South Farms. Whether it's
limiting the number of shows, the performance days or hours, there is room for
compromise. These concerts could have an economic impact to the region and help
preserve the open space of the farm by bringing in revenue. Local businesses could also
prosper from the new faces, who may return to enjoy what the town and region has to
offer.
South Farms’ concerts brought a multitude of music fans to our area, and so many came
away with a positive view of the town. Please continue to open your doors to music fans,
give them good music under the sun and stars, great food and drink, and the postcard
views we all love. I truly believe that South Farms’ concert series was such a positive
outcome of the pandemic, and I know I would love to see it continue for many years to
come.. Please keep the music alive in Morris!
Kellie Lambert
Watertown
203-910-0475

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Christina Macary
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
Support for the Performing Art Field at South Farms!
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 11:51:13 AM

Hello,
My husband and I are long time residents of Morris - 33 years. We have seen many changes in
our small community over the many years, but wanted to voice our support for the wonderful
changes that South Farms has brought here. Especially the summer music. We can hear it from
our home and look forward to enjoying our time outside when there are performances. We
have children that have settled in Morris and are now raising their children here, too. I can
speak on their behalf that they are also in favor of the summer concerts and the support of
bringing change and revenue to Morris. We must continue with forward thinking and change
is part of that. Ben has proven to have done a great job with research for all his projects before
implementing his plans and we appreciate his efforts and are in full support.
Thank you.
Chris and Pete Macary

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

v@d2p.com
"David R. Wiig"
"Planning & Zoning"
RE: FW: Agri-Tourism
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 8:06:59 AM
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Thanks!
V
Veronica Florio
Customer Service Manager
The Job Shop Company
Design-2-Part Shows
800-225-4535, ext. 137
v@d2p.com
From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 7:20 PM
To: Jeton Adili <v@d2p.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: FW: Agri-Tourism
Veronica
It was not during a public hearing or after a public hearing was scheduled. Therefore, the exchange is
acceptable. I have copied Tony so he can add it to the record.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: <v@d2p.com>
To: <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 29 Mar 2021 16:13:52 -0400
Subject: FW: Agri-Tourism
  

David,
Sorry for the delay, below is the only communication I have had with Ben outside of what is already
public record.Â He had sent me an email with a comment on a comment I made at a meeting & I
only replied â€œGreatâ€ & then changed the subject as I believe that it is in appropriate to discuss
with him outside of a meeting.Â Isnâ€™t that what is called an Ex-Parte conversation?Â I have had
someone that lives near me tell me I should talk to him & I had to tell them that is not kosher & it all
needs to be discussed at the meetingsâ€¦.please let me know if I am correct in this & if I am, we
need to remind everyone at the next meeting that we canâ€™t be talking about it with anyone off
the record.
Thanks
V

Veronica Florio
Customer Service Manager
The Job Shop Company
Design-2-Part Shows
800-225-4535, ext. 137
v@d2p.com
From: v@d2p.com <v@d2p.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 8:20 AM
To: 'Ben Paletsky' <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
Subject: RE: Agri-Tourism
Good morning Ben,
Great!!
Hey I have an idea I want you to kick around with the EDCâ€¦â€¦I for one donâ€™t know where all
of the farms in Morris are, what they sell, when they are open, do they sell directly to the public
etcâ€¦
What do you think of getting the farmers together & making a list of the farms in town with the info
on what the raise/grow & having Tom put a link up on the Town website so everyone can know they
can buy their produce or meat locally without going to the grocery store?
Off of that, I often think we should have a link to all of our local businesses on the Town
websiteâ€¦for instance, I had new siding & windows done by Greg Farrell at Summit Windows &
Remodeling â€“ the way I found him was asking the guys at the Transfer Station who in town would
be a good contractorâ€¦..he did an awesome job, I am so pleased & I think if we gave folks the
opportunity to list their business on the site that most folks might want to participateâ€¦.
Just something for you guys to kick around!!!
Have a great week!!!
All the best,
V
Veronica Florio
Customer Service Manager
The Job Shop Company
Design-2-Part Shows
800-225-4535, ext. 137
v@d2p.com
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 6:41 PM

To: Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>
Subject: Agri-Tourism
Hi Veronica,
I meant to follow-up earlier this week, but I wanted say I agree with your comment that an agritourism policy should be inclusive of town and state roads. I was speaking to Will, the farmer who
grows veggies at Hickory Hurst as well as Jamie Smith from the Department of Ag, and they both
echoâ€™d your suggestion. Have a good week!
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Claudia Lanouette
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
PPDSF application
Monday, March 29, 2021 3:04:57 PM

Dear David Wiig,
We, James and Claudia Lanouette of 61 Lakeside Rd. Morris, CT, are strongly opposed to the PDD application for
South Farms.
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning and Zoning Commission in regard to any
decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (accepted 3/3/2021).   Please attach this statement to
the April 12, 2021 agenda.
Our home is 3 miles from the arena; away from the intrusive sound from the entertainment speaker system and
stage. Although we would not hear the outdoor noise from our own yard, we CAN empathize with our neighbors
who are being exposed to this intrusion of unacceptable and unwanted Morris business venture.
I see our Town of Morris and various Departments logos, promoting & attracting a healthy family, rural way of life
; certainly not a lifestyle for everyone, but it was the reason we moved here.
We were very concerned with the annoyances brought on by the extended number of concerts held last Summer
/Fall of 2020, such as, Traffic, crowds, noise, trash, litter, bottles along the sides of our scenic roads! We had
thought this structure was going to be a temporary 2020 COVID Relief , due to forced outdoor regulations by the
State of CT.
These types of loud , Las-Vegas-like outdoor performances are not suitable for the Town of Morris. Please keep the
high decibel shows to an indoor theater, such as Warner, Palace, Shubert, to the cultural cities of our state who want
to invite, promote and attract people to their urban communities. These historical landmarks are struggling and need
our support. Also, they provide the police force to manage large crowds.
Our neighboring Goshen and Bethlehem fairs are plentiful enough for Agritourism, and seems they respect their
community enough by telling them in advance when they can expect and deal with those inconveniences for only
ONE weekend a year, when windows and doors are closed!
To enjoy all the natural, pleasant, short-lived, and fleeting sounds of summer in Morris and Bantam Lake; such as:
a lawn mower, farm equipment, chain saw, cows mooing, roosters crowing, birds chirping, baseball bat hitting a
ball,horse shoes clinging, construction, motorcycles, motor boats, kids splashing and laughing in the water, acoustic
bands; is truly a cherished privilege.
To listen to a constant 2 hour noise-filled performance sometimes with vulgar language echo to my home deck or
backyard, every Spring, Summer and Fall weekend, maybe weekdays too, is just simply NOT acceptable and
disrespectful to our lovely community!
Respectfully,
Claudia and James Lanouette
Sent from my iPad

To: Mr. D. Wiig
Planning and Zoning
From: Laurey Weiner, 46 Higbie Rd. (0.5/10 mile from entry to South Farms,0.3/10 from exit).
“ Please le this statement as public record to be read by the Planning and Zoning
Commission in regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South
Farms ( accepted 3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.”
My original letter dated February 22, 2021 stated that I have been a resident of Morris for 35
years. I have never been very involved with the politics and running of our town. However, my
late husband did serve as a past selectman.
In it I mentioned my concern with Mr. Ben Paletsky’s desire to make E. Morris what you could
only call a “tourist destination” by o ering regular evening concerts.
When Ben opened his land to the rst concerts during the initial summer/fall, when his other
outdoor options where under covid regulations, I was not thrilled, but understood his position.
However, as neighbors, we where never o ered the common courtesy of either a visit or call
explaining what he wanted to do and how he would take responsibility for tra c, noise and
pollution. To that note, I never expected the decibels of noise “pollution” that the concerts
produced. Before I realized that the noise was coming from the rst concert, I was ready to call
Ben to ask him to contact his tenant in the next house up on Higbie and ask them to lower the
volume on whatever they where listening to, it was that loud.
As you might be aware Mr. Paletsky, in his very disrespectful and smug interview on Utube
said he would have happily “comped” tickets to the neighbors because he heard we where
concerned with the “element” these concerts would bring into Morris…well that really was not
necessary. It was pretty visually evident with the trash that was left behind as an after e ect. I
found soda and beer cans along with the little “pony” bottles of liquor thrown along the road
side and on my property, not to mention paper and food wraps. Is the town going to be
responsible for cleaning? It’s a town road is it not? Nobody came along and cleaned up the
added trash. Not the town or Mr. Paletsky.
The added tra c on Higbie Road heading too and from the concerts is another concern.
If there was truly 2200 tickets sold ( as reported) that means in the best case scenario, at best
with 4 occupants in the car that would mean 5500 vehicles or 11000 round trips. With two
occupants that would breakdown to 11,000 or 22,000 cars using Higbie Rd.
With the above number of vehicles traveling on Higbie Rd. a town road, is the town ready to
accept the nancial responsibility of repair and upkeep that will be incurred due to increased
tra c/travel? Pollution from idling cars waiting to get into the venue? How about the nancial
liability? Since alcohol is allowed and being served, what about “drunk driving” incidents
causing damage to property or worse someone gets seriously hurt?
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Mr. Paletsky very disparagingly referred to his neighbors as “NIMBYS”. I had never actually
understood the meaning of that word so I looked it up. It is a word that is used to express
opposition by local citizens to the locating in their neighborhood of a civic project, as a jail,
garbage dump or drug rehabilitation center, that though needed by the larger community is
considered unsightly, dangerous or likely to lead to decreased property values. “Never In My
Back Yard”.

These concerts are not “needed” by the community and will likely lead to decreased property
values… The value of my home and land is a large part of my retirement and I do fear that the
in uence of the continual concerts will greatly jeopardize this.
We moved to Morris because we fell in love with the “essence” of the neighborhood. We had
horses, our kids went to all the local schools. Both my children became volunteer re ghters
and actually took the love of “service to the community” into their adult lives with one being a
Paramedic and one being a full time re ghter in East Hartford.
Higbie road is often used by joggers, bike riders and walkers because it is known to be a quiet,
safe and lovely road to get some exercise on at all hours.
I feel that Planning and Zoning needs to protect the needs and concerns of local residents over
the wants of one person.
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Laurey Weiner

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
For public hearing 4/12/21
Thursday, March 25, 2021 11:42:40 AM

For public meeting 4/12/21. I plan to read this unless I cannot attend meetings in which case I’d like to have it read
at that meeting. Thank you.

My name is Michael Quadland. I moved to Morris five years ago seeking what we all enjoy here—the peace and
serenity of a quiet old New England town. I bought and restored the Anderson house on Benton Rd and added a
studio for my work. I had my dream house where I would spend the rest of my life.
That dream was shattered last summer. Being down the road from South Farms I heard every drum beat and every
note from the music venue. I saw the lights and the traffic across the fields. No longer could I leave a window open
in the evening. Or see the stars overhead. Or entertain friends outside. Most week nights and weekends I was
miserable. My dream had become a nightmare.
For those who are not directly effected by this new music venue don’t think the new ordinance doesn’t apply to you.
If it passes your neighbor with some land could put in a petting zoo or an amusement park or another music venue
and you’d have no recourse. Morris could become the outdoor music center of western Connecticut. It could happen.
I see signs all over town. WE LOVE MORRIS. WE LOVE MORRIS. What does that sign mean now? That we
love the quiet Morris we’ve always known? Or the loud crowded one that is proposed?

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Avery Beville
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
The Performing Arts Field at South Farms
Thursday, March 25, 2021 12:11:17 PM

Good afternoon,
My name is Avery, and I am writing to provide my support for South Farms summer concert
series.
I understand that there are some residents of Morris who have voiced complaints due to noise
issues, but I have also read Ben's plans to work with those residents in order to find a middle
ground. I believe that there is a way to compromise so that everyone is happy.
I think these concerts are a great addition to our area of CT as it can help generate income for
the farm and boost the economy in various ways (food venues, jobs, artists, etc.). As residents
of Warren and avid music fans, I know that my husband and I would happily spend money to
support our area instead of driving to New Haven and other bigger cities to see live music.
This is a great opportunity to increase tourism right here!
I believe that Ben and his team will find a way to address the concerns of the Morris residents
who do not support the venue's ideas if given a chance, and I know that this concert series will
bring so many positive aspects to our little corner of CT!
I appreciate your time and consideration, and please let me know if you have any other
questions.
Thank you,
Avery

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Anne Brinster
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Concerts
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 7:44:54 PM

Please have more concerts @ south farm ... maybe afternoon concerts . Lovely place
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

alison@a3architectsinc.com
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
wiig@optonline.net
In Support of Performing Arts Field at South Farms - Morris CT
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 12:31:31 PM

To Whom it May Concern:
We don’t live in Morris CT, in fact we live over three hours from Morris CT on Cape Cod. We have,
though, been to Morris Connecticut, specifically to an event at South Farms that featured local
music and food. We spent money in Morris CT that we otherwise would not have. As huge live
music fans, we easily attend 2-3 outdoor venues per summer in the last ten years. With the onset of
COVID last spring, we were resigned to staying home and missing Newport and the other concerts
we’d planned on attending. But we were thrilled to learn about South Farms summer concert series
with nationally known artists would be a possibility. We appreciated the organizers obvious thought
and care about making the events accessible and safe for all. We encourage your board to consider
allowing these concerts and making Morris CT a true destination for summer outdoor concerts.
We lived for 10 years in Hyannis MA, less than a half mile from the Melody Test, an outdoor “tent”
venue that featured all kinds of different music for those years. In the summer, we heard “free”
concerts almost every night, including ones we weren’t that interested in (for example Alice in
Chains!) WE LOVED IT! It was so special to hear these live performances including audience
reactions. And because this venue is located within some residential neighborhoods, the concerts
typically stop at 10 pm.
We encourage you to support thi the performing arts in Morris CT.
Sincerely,
Alison Alessi, and Jason Stoots, Barnstable MA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ian Brinster
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Concerts at South Farms
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 11:28:22 AM

To whom it may concern.
After a summer with no live music it was GREAT to be able to feel the music again. Everyone
involved with the planning and safety precautions for these shows deserves to be commended.
I felt very safe and had a great time at the 2 shows I got to see. Maybe you can do the shows
during the daytime to deal with the noise complaints and such. I travelled from Long Island
and stayed locally at the beautiful Litchfield Inn. I hope they have more concerts. I will
definitely travel again.
I really hope there is a way to see shows at South Farms again. Thanks for taking the time.
Ian

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Ungvary
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
South Farms
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 8:26:31 AM

To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Stephen Ungvary and I am writing to you today about South Farms.
Last year I spent my fall working to help provide safe and socially distant concerts as an usher
at the South Farms concert series. Over the two and a half months that I worked there I spoke
with many people who said that this concert series was one of the most important things to
happen for them last year. As an employee of the music industry who was put out of work by
the Covid-19 pandemic, South Farms was also one of the most important things for me last
year and I will be forever grateful to Ben Paletsky and the whole farm team for giving me this
opportunity to work and do what I love again.
On nights that I would work I would stop into local businesses in the area whether it be for
gas, a quick snack, or even dinner on the way home. In talking with these business owners,
during this concert series, business had never been better for them. The area was thriving
economically.
I believe it would be a mistake to not allow South Farms to continue hosting concerts on their
field. It provided a safe and beautiful location for many fans to enjoy live music again in a
very dark year. It provided over 100 jobs to people like me who were unsure when we would
be able to do what we love again. Most importantly, it put Morris on the map and brought
people to town and helped support many local businesses.
I hope you hear my voice and take it into consideration.
Thank you for your time,
Stephen Ungvary
(203) 525-7747
sju4mgmt@gmail.com

March 17, 2021
Renee Normandin
17 Slab Meadow Rd
Morris CT 06763
Distance from South Farms Stage to my driveway 0.9 miles
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in regard to
any decisions made around the PPD application from South Farms which was accepted on
3/3/2021.Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.
Mr Wiig and P&Z Board of Morris CT
I would like to once again address my issues/concerns with the Concert Series at South Farms since any
previous emails, calls and complaints will no longer be considered. I remember the 1st day I moved to
Morris along with my special needs son. I recall sitting outside on my deck & thinking how very lucky I
am to live in this beautiful, rural & quiet country town. Then all my peace and quiet was stolen from me.
Yes stolen, no warning no discussion, just live with it. South Farms started this concert/comedy series,
this loud intrusive concert series. At first I thought well maybe this is just a onetime weekend thing BUT
NO. The noise continued night after night after night. Month after month. I could no longer sit on my
property, enjoy cooking out, reading a book or simply watching the birds in my yard. I also have a
special needs son who was very sensitive to this noise and chaos. His days of being outside and enjoying
playing basketball, running around in the yard, meals on the deck or even a stroll on our own street
simply stopped ….just like our peace and quiet. I can’t even begin to tell you about completing
school/homework.
I kept thinking that sooner or later relaxing in our own home in our own yard would eventually return to
the peaceful quiet place it once was, and one of the main reason I choose to live in Morris. But again
NO. Even as neighbors complained, nothing changed. When the cooler weather set in, with ALL my
windows and doors shut the loud music, banging of drums, sounds of bass and loud screaming could still
be heard. As awful as this was for me, it was worse for my child. My son would cover his ears, cry, and
hide in his room and even once in his closet with the door closed. Let’s not even discuss bedtime it
became a complete nightmare. Please someone explain to me how this is okay, how did our quiet town
become this way? Well we all know how this happened.
My question now is when will you make it stop? So very unfortunate that I may have to uproot my
family for the blatant non consideration by South Farms & the Town of Morris officials pandemic or not.
2020 was a rough year for everyone not just South Farms, who obviously survived it quite well. In
addition, for P&Z to imply that the South Farms PDD and Agritourism are two separate/different issues,
perhaps but If South Farms is allowed to continue to have concerts, why would any Agritourism
regulations for the rest of the town Morris allow for anything less? Do you see the connection here?
Regards
Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Terry Wolfisch Cole
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
info@southfarms.org
In Support of South Farms
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 3:55:15 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
I have enjoyed live, outdoor music every summer since 1979. The certainty that I would lose
that experience was one of the saddest parts of 2020 for me. The we discovered South Farms.
My husband and I joyfully attended Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes. Later in the
season, my kids went to see a comedy show. Both events were safely and professionally and
operated by well-trained, friendly, helpful staff. I remember thinking, “I can’t wait to see this
place at capacity."
As you consider the decision before you, please know this: for us, the South Farms experience
was made of magic. For the town of Morris, it was made of money. In addition to purchasing
our tickets, we stopped for dinner at the Barn on the way to the show and for gas and more on
the way home. Without South Farms, that would not have happened and likely won’t happen
again.
I appreciate that some neighbors may have objections to the continuation of the concert series.
Likely, when Tanglewood was built in Lenox or Simsbury Meadows was launched, their
neighbors felt the same way, yet that has hardly had a negative impact on those property
values. Rather, the opposite is true. I ask you to please consider whether, in this case as in so
many others, the needs and wants of the many should outweigh the needs and wants of the few
and to allow live events to continue on South Farms.
Respectfully,
Terry Wolfisch Cole
860-558-2587

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sumeera Rasul
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Arts & Music at South Farms in Morris
Monday, March 22, 2021 10:40:37 PM

Hi,
I own a property on Morris Rd, Morris CT. I’m writing to support the concert venues and related permits for South
Farms. I think it’s a great and much needed initiative for the community. Bringing music and arts is an excellent
idea especially after such a tough year and growing mental health challenges that are dividing communities further.
I hope we can make this happen.
Thank you
Sumeera

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Byrnes
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
For your consideration
Monday, March 22, 2021 9:29:54 PM

Hello,
Regarding the zoning question of concerts at the South Farms location, I have a simple addition that may help with
your decision making. The band “Goose”, a native Connecticut fusion jazz folk group, has played some of there best
shows at this location. There is a chance in the near future this could be analogous to the “Cornell 1977” show the
Grateful Dead played that now resides in the Library of Congress. Fans compare this South Farms live shows to
that. With other outdoor venues gearing up for social distanced concert revenue and the associated tax, how can you
afford to allow this potentially historic site, go without the music?
Thank you for your time,
John Byrnes

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Meg Weiss
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
wiig@optobline.net
South farms
Monday, March 22, 2021 8:50:46 PM

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to express my hope that South Farms will be able to operate concerts and performances again this
season. Being able to see live music was the highlight of last year for me; it’s truly the best medicine. I sincerely
hope to be able to visit this wonderful spot again.   It’s such a beautiful venue!
Thank you so much for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Meg

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Scott Simmons
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Statement Regarding South Farms PDD. Please acknowledge receipt of this email - Thank You
Friday, March 19, 2021 10:57:19 AM

Hello David and Board Members:
Please file the following statement as Public record to be read by Planning and Zoning in regard to
any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (received 3/3/21). Please attach
this statement to the April 12, 2021 Agenda. Thank You.
Together, with a great number of my Morris Neighbors, I encourage the zoning board to reject the
PDD application for South Farms. This application is an obvious first step by Ben Paletsky to receive a
permit to continue the concert series that were so incredibly loud and disruptive last year. These
concerts greatly reduced the quality of life for dozens and dozens of Morris citizens. Not just from a
decibel level, but the constant Boom of the Bass which penetrated through closed windows of my
home up to 6 days a week is beyond unacceptable.
My position is, along with many of my neighbors, is that South Farms should not be allowed to have
any concerts of that magnitude whatsoever. The reason for taking this position is because of the
extreme indifference shown by Mr. Paletsky and the Town of Morris in addressing my concerns
during last years concerts. The last concerts were as loud or louder than the first. If these concerts
were allowed to continue, any laws, stipulations or compromise cannot be enforced.
While Mr. Paletsky has said publicly he believes there is a bias against him (personally), nothing
could be further from the truth. We all wish him success just like we wish all businesses in the area
success and prosperity.
But I believe firmly that this avenue of achieving revenue should not come at the expense of the
citizens of Morris.
Thank You for your consideration.
Best Regards – Scott Simmons
56 Slab Meadow Rd
Morris

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

krepicci8@aol.com
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; info@southfarms.org
Fwd: South farms Performing Arts
Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:15:07 PM

From: krepicci8 <krepicci8@aol.com>
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021
Subject: South farms Performing Arts
To: planningandzoning <planningandzoning@townofmorris.com>, wiig
<wiig@optonline.com>

Dear Zoning Committee,
I am a resident of Newtown and attended an event at South Farms last fall. I was so grateful to
be in such close proximity to the only venue that I had heard of that had figured out how to
provide live entertainment, safely, during this pandemic.
While I do not live in Morris, I do understand the value of undisturbed peace and quiet. What I
can say is that in my experience at the event, I was shocked that we passed no other cars (zero)
until we were being directed to our parking lot, the event was organized, socially distanced,
the staff, performers, and attendees were respectful, and there wasn't chaos or traffic as we
exited.
As much as I was excited to be able to safely attend an outdoor show during the pandemic, I
was even more excited that a venue like this, had finally come to Connecticut. To be able to
see high quality performances, locally, at an outdoor venue is just about the most attractive
thing I can think of for our state, which means we don't have to travel at least 2 hours (one
way), to attend anything comparable.
From my experience at South Farms, the venue was run safely, respectfully, and with a lot of
class. Please allow this continue!
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Kelly Repicci

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Previous complaints
Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:49:44 PM

Steve
It isn't that bad for me. I have most of my e-mails, except for the past couple of months in PDF format already. I
was having them posted to the web up until November. Additionally, there are a number of people who support
it; however, the question is whether they are from town.
That leads to a question. Can we ask people to state where they are from? My understanding is that they just
need to give their name if they speak.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 18 Mar 2021 10:46:07 -0400
Subject: Re: Previous complaints
  

Dave and Tony

In my opinion, the emails received regarding the South Farm concerts prior to the zone change
application should be included.Â They are relevant as the address the use of the property and its
impact on the neighbors as well as the town as a whole.Â In addition, the FOI requests will
likely result in these emails being offered into the record by the applicant as the opponents of te
zone change.
It's a lot of work but doing it now provides more time to get it done.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Wed, Mar 17, 2021 at 4:57 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
We have tens, maybe hundreds of comments on the use at 21 Higbie Road that date back to
September 2020.Â Should we include all of them or just the ones after the application was
received?Â They are part of the discovery that Phil Pires asked for.

It is my feeling that they are all pertinent as long as they apply to the potential PPD use.Â I
might eliminate the Agrotourism specific e-mails.Â Â As for the rest, we have all seen these
and they have already shaped our opinions to some extent.Â It would remove some context
from any action taken.
Additionally, there the case you referred to when we were dealing with the Bethlehem
Christian Fellowship.Â It was a religious use that was denied and the State Supreme Court
upheld the denial.Â This was based largely on the history ofÂ the complaints on the property.
Not that we need to defend a denial or are looking to deny, we need to recognize the use in its
fullest.Â These communications will not only contain negative comments they also include
accolades and newspaper articles the were largely positive about the use.Â This decision
would not be one-sided in any manner.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 17 Mar 2021 09:46:42 -0400
Subject: Previous complaints
Hi Dave,
Ã‚
I was wondering. Will we be presenting evidence that was submitted prior the PDD
application as in will we be showing the letters of support that were provided with us pre-PDD
application or just anything from March 8th to April 12th. Did Steve ever get back to you. I
want to make sure so I can get going and get all the documents together to send them to the
Clerk as well as sending them to Ben and Phil for their FOIA requests.
Ã‚
Thank You, Tony

March 17, 2021
Renee Normandin
17 Slab Meadow Rd
Morris CT 06763
Distance from South Farms Stage to my driveway 0.9 miles
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in regard to
any decisions made around the PPD application from South Farms which was accepted on
3/3/2021.Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.
Mr Wiig and P&Z Board of Morris CT
I would like to once again address my issues/concerns with the Concert Series at South Farms since any
previous emails, calls and complaints will no longer be considered. I remember the 1st day I moved to
Morris along with my special needs son. I recall sitting outside on my deck & thinking how very lucky I
am to live in this beautiful, rural & quiet country town. Then all my peace and quiet was stolen from me.
Yes stolen, no warning no discussion, just live with it. South Farms started this concert/comedy series,
this loud intrusive concert series. At first I thought well maybe this is just a onetime weekend thing BUT
NO. The noise continued night after night after night. Month after month. I could no longer sit on my
property, enjoy cooking out, reading a book or simply watching the birds in my yard. I also have a
special needs son who was very sensitive to this noise and chaos. His days of being outside and enjoying
playing basketball, running around in the yard, meals on the deck or even a stroll on our own street
simply stopped ….just like our peace and quiet. I can’t even begin to tell you about completing
school/homework.
I kept thinking that sooner or later relaxing in our own home in our own yard would eventually return to
the peaceful quiet place it once was, and one of the main reason I choose to live in Morris. But again
NO. Even as neighbors complained, nothing changed. When the cooler weather set in, with ALL my
windows and doors shut the loud music, banging of drums, sounds of bass and loud screaming could still
be heard. As awful as this was for me, it was worse for my child. My son would cover his ears, cry, and
hide in his room and even once in his closet with the door closed. Let’s not even discuss bedtime it
became a complete nightmare. Please someone explain to me how this is okay, how did our quiet town
become this way? Well we all know how this happened.
My question now is when will you make it stop? So very unfortunate that I may have to uproot my
family for the blatant non consideration by South Farms & the Town of Morris officials pandemic or not.
2020 was a rough year for everyone not just South Farms, who obviously survived it quite well. In
addition, for P&Z to imply that the South Farms PDD and Agritourism are two separate/different issues,
perhaps but If South Farms is allowed to continue to have concerts, why would any Agritourism
regulations for the rest of the town Morris allow for anything less? Do you see the connection here?
Regards
Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

J. C. Ferraro
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
PDD Zone
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 9:13:07 PM

Mr. Wiig,
I'm writing to you to express my concern over South Farms application for PDD Zone.
( concerts. )
Normally when a commercial venture makes application there is opposition . In this case I
can see why. I can' t see how the town would benefit. The property is in 490 ( Farm ) so on a
tax side the town receives minimal and most likely receives minimal on the barn and business
personal property from its operation. What the town would get are Individuals attending the
concert most likely will be consuming alcohol, and driving ( Accident waiting to happen) litter
on the roads, noise, and traffic.
Unlike Dollar General , in my opinion, the town benefited , from a retail use , also received
tax on the real estate and business personal property.
I don't support this PDD Application
Joseph Ferraro

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Tom Weik; Franklin J. Pilicy; Steven Byrne
FW: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 2:28:01 PM

Dave,
In addition to advancing information involving me or my business specifically to the attorney representing the vocal
minority of my opposition, would you please include the rest of our town who have voiced their overwhelming
support in this matter. I wish to make sure the town's majority voice is reflected to the commission so that a fair and
unbiased discussion can occur towards future decision points. Perhaps posting information to a publicly accessible
forum, instead of communicating information in a tiered manner would be considered best practice. Note that I have
raised concerns about my name being mentioned off-agenda and specific member of the public being notified for
Planning and Zoning topics specifically targeting me. Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
On 3/16/21, 8:36 AM, "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
    -----Original Message----    From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
    Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 3:53 PM
    To: Planning & Zoning
    Cc: Steve Byrne
    Subject: FWD: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
    Jeton
    This opinion is relevant to the PDD application that was submitted. We
    should send this to Ben and Phil Pires. I copied Steve so he is aware of
    this.

    ----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------    From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
    To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
    Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 12:25:48 -0500
    Subject: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
    Dave
    The PDD regulation [Sec. 55] states that a lot used for this purpose must
    be 10 acres or more.Â It does not limit how many lots may be included in
    the PDDÂ A lot is defined as either a parcel of land owned separately
    from any contiguous parcel or a lot shown on an approved subdivision map.
    In my opinion, a PDD can be made up of more than one lot but any lot that
    will be zoned as a PDD needs to be at least 10 acres in size.Â In this

    case, the smaller lots could be merged to the larger lot or, the small
    lots can be merged together if they total 10 acres in the aggregate.

    Attorney Steven E. Byrne
    Byrne & Byrne LLC
    790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
    Farmington CTÂ 06032
    (860) 677-7355
    (860) 677-5262 (fax)
    The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it
    may be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by
    privileged and confidential.Â If the reader of this message, regardless
    of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
    notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review,
    use, distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If
    you have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all
    files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the
    sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank
    you.

    On Sat, Feb 13, 2021 at 8:55 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
    Â Steve
    Ben Paletsky is pursuing a PDD.Â While he has a 90+ acre property, part
    of the use will be on at least one of several lots that were subdivided
    years ago.Â Therefore, he would may desire to have at least 4 lots that
    are two acres give or take.Â Would these lots have to be merged back into
    the original lot to pursue this?
    The board's first PDD was Winvian Farm.Â This application consisted of at
    least two large lots.Â Therefore, we have done this with multiple lots
    before.
    Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

joey zannino
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: In Support of South Farms
Monday, March 15, 2021 1:52:07 PM

---------- Forwarded message --------From: joey zannino <joey.zannino@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 15, 2021 at 12:55 PM
Subject: In Support of South Farms
To: planninganzoning@townofmorrisct.com <planninganzoning@townofmorrisct.com>,
wiig@optonline.net <wiig@optonline.net>
Greetings from Southeastern Connecticut!
I hope this email finds you well as we all eagerly await the spring and summer seasons and
with it the hope of a gradual return to normalcy.
One of the silver linings of the pandemic was certainly the South Farms music venue in
Morris, CT. I made many journeys there this past summer and fall and met many friends from
all over New England who traveled to join in on the fun. It was the music that got us there but
it was the experience that kept us coming back. The guidelines and safety precautions made
me feel extremely confident that everything that could be done was being done to keep the
audience, band, and staff safe. It is my understanding there were no outbreaks traced back to
the Farm. I believe that even as restrictions loosen you can expect the same type of respectful
audience and visitors to your town should you decide to continue hosting outdoor concerts,
which I truly hope that you do. Us music fans appreciate the lifeline provided to us by the
town of Morris and we look forward to continuing to support you all as we collectively
recover and get back to normal.
Thank you for consideration and I hope to see you at the Farm this spring or summer.
Best,
Joey Zannino

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Linda McMaster
Planning Zoning
David R. Wiig
Noise from music at South Farms
Monday, March 15, 2021 12:31:48 PM

To the members of the Planning and Zoning Commission,
Because of all of the negative comments I have been hearing about “those residents” complaining about South
Farms, I feel I need to address my issues and concerns.
I have been a resident of Morris for 31 years, live about a mile from South Farms, and yes I could hear the music
from those concerts. Fortunately for me, not all of the time. I do have to say that after one particularly loud concert
I had to call Ben. The next day I left a message with my name and phone number inviting him to my home for
tea/coffee and dessert so we could discuss what was going on at South Farms. Unfortunately Ben never returned my
call, and I didn’t call him again.
It is my understanding that Ben would have given comp tickets to attend a concert to see how wonderful it was and
how happy it made people. That was a nice gesture but I didn’t need a ticket. I could hear the cheers and music just
fine sitting on my deck.
Please understand that I love most music, definitely love dancing and having fun even though I am a “senior
citizen”. I also love seeing and hearing others having fun as well. That being said, I do have an issue with my peace
and quiet being disturbed by loud music coming from a mile away.   I can’t imagine what it is like for those families
that live closer. They have to listen to it several nights a week for 3 1/2 - 4 hours a night. How were they, and the
children, able to sleep when the concerts usually ran from 7-11PM?
I am reminded about the residents of Deer Island who had an issue with the music on the weekends coming from
Beverly’s. I rented a cottage on the lake at that time. Since it was only for two weeks I didn’t mind the music, but I
certainly understood the residents’ concerns. I wish Ben, and others in town, could understand how loud the music
was that we had to endure during those frequent concerts. The novelty wore thin very quickly!
I do wish Ben success with his business, but not to the detriment of surrounding neighbors, and those who live a
mile or more away.
Sincerely,
Linda McMaster

Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Wiig, Dave
Planning & Zoning
Steven Byrne
RE: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Monday, March 15, 2021 12:20:17 PM
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Jeton
Please do.
Dave

David R. Wiig
Senior Consulting Specialist
Dave.Wiig@DocuWare.com
Mobile 203-494-7218
DocuWare Corporation | 4 Crotty Lane | New Windsor, NY 12553
  

   

This message and its contents are confidential. If you received this transmission in
error, please inform us immediately and then delete it.
Sent from a phone

-------- Original message -------From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 3/15/21 8:52 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>
Cc: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Hi Dave,
May I forward this email directly to Ben Paletsky and Phil Pires?
Thank You, Tony Adili

From: Steven Byrne [mailto:attysbyrne@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 8:41 PM
To: David R. Wiig
Cc: Planning & Zoning
Subject: Re: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots

I agree with Dave - the email is relevant
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a
confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.
If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use,
distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message
in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and
immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message. Thank
you.
On Sat, Mar 13, 2021 at 3:52 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Jeton
This opinion is relevant to the PDD application that was submitted. We should send this to
Ben and Phil Pires. I copied Steve so he is aware of this.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 12:25:48 -0500
Subject: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Dave
The PDD regulation [Sec. 55] states that a lot used for this purpose must be 10 acres or
more.Â It does not limit how many lots may be included in the PDDÂ A lot is defined as
either a parcel of land owned separately from any contiguous parcel or a lot shown on an
approved subdivision map.
In my opinion, a PDD can be made up of more than one lot but any lot that will be zoned as

a PDD needs to be at least 10 acres in size.Â In this case, the smaller lots could be merged
to the larger lot or, the small lots can be merged together if they total 10 acres in the
aggregate.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a
confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and
confidential.Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error
and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you
have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender
of this message.Â Thank you.

On Sat, Feb 13, 2021 at 8:55 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Steve
Ben Paletsky is pursuing a PDD.Â While he has a 90+ acre property, part of the use will be
on at least one of several lots that were subdivided years ago.Â Therefore, he would may
desire to have at least 4 lots that are two acres give or take.Â Would these lots have to be
merged back into the original lot to pursue this?
The board's first PDD was Winvian Farm.Â This application consisted of at least two large
lots.Â Therefore, we have done this with multiple lots before.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Planning & Zoning
re: PPD applications/ information
Saturday, March 13, 2021 5:05:21 PM

Chuck
It would be fair to say that fireworks are not permitted. There is no mention of fireworks in the regulations, which
would make it something that is not permitted.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 9 Mar 2021 16:42:45 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: PPD applications/ information
  

David, As it pertains to Winvian farm and any subsequent applications in Town, . Is there a special permit
that allows fireworks from a property outside of the PPD itself? And if so can you tell me where any permit
filing or approval would be located? The special clause regarding the PPD approval states no noise can
migrate from the property. Yet fireworks have taken place there on many occasions Thanks in advance for
clarification. Chuck Aleksinas

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
Steve Byrne
FWD: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Saturday, March 13, 2021 3:52:45 PM

Jeton
This opinion is relevant to the PDD application that was submitted. We should send this to Ben and Phil Pires. I
copied Steve so he is aware of this.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 12:25:48 -0500
Subject: Re: PDD Applications On Multiple Lots
Dave
The PDD regulation [Sec. 55] states that a lot used for this purpose must be 10 acres or more.Â It does not limit
how many lots may be included in the PDDÂ A lot is defined as either a parcel of land owned separately from any
contiguous parcel or a lot shown on an approved subdivision map.
In my opinion, a PDD can be made up of more than one lot but any lot that will be zoned as a PDD needs to be at
least 10 acres in size.Â In this case, the smaller lots could be merged to the larger lot or, the small lots can be
merged together if they total 10 acres in the aggregate.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential attorney-client
communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in
error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify
the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.

On Sat, Feb 13, 2021 at 8:55 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Steve
Ben Paletsky is pursuing a PDD.Â While he has a 90+ acre property, part of the use will be on at least one of
several lots that were subdivided years ago.Â Therefore, he would may desire to have at least 4 lots that are two
acres give or take.Â Would these lots have to be merged back into the original lot to pursue this?
The board's first PDD was Winvian Farm.Â This application consisted of at least two large lots.Â Therefore, we
have done this with multiple lots before.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Donna Membrino
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
Yes to South Farms!
Saturday, March 13, 2021 3:36:13 PM

Dear P&Z,
I’m a local who lived just 3 minutes from South Farms ( in Watertown) for over 50 years. I
first went there as a child to visit my dad's friend, Freddie McGee when he had his cows
there.
Fast forward to now, it has been so exciting to see how it has evolved into an upscale and very
cool venue, to being able to go to a concert or comedy show right in my backyard! I was truly
looking forward to the movie idea as well!
I have enjoyed South Farms as a Realtor with our Sotheby’s set up during Savor Litchfield,
and seeing so many of my clients from my past 16 years as an agent enjoying the day.
My friends, clients & family enjoyed going to the concerts & comedy shows once they started.
We realized how fortunate we were to have top acts, professionally run right in our
backyard....not to mention how many people we know came from far away! It was the talk of
the New Yorkers as well, just like Arethusa has been.... a great destination to enjoy when one
is in the area!
Please allow for all of this to continue to happen!
Warm Regards,
Donna

Donna Membrino
REALTOR
Consistent Gold Award Recipient &
Top Producer
William Pitt Sotheby's Intl. Realty
  
Litchfield Office
Cell: 203-217-4374
Email: DMembrino@wpsir.com
www.DonnaMembrino.williampitt.com
Your Specialist in Lake & Country Homes

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matthew Kandel
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms PDD Application
Saturday, March 13, 2021 7:21:35 AM

Mr Wiig and Morris P&Z Comission,
I am writing to express my opinion on the proposed changes the Morris Zoning regulations in
regards to South Farms.
I am a resident of East Morris (approximately 2000 feet from the South Farms stage) and have
great concern over the proposed changes to the zoning regulations that would allow South
Farms to hold outdoor concerts. The concert this past summer were clearly audible at my
house and greatly affected my family's quality of life. When we purchased our property fifteen
years ago, one of the features we enjoyed the most was being able to sit outside in the peace
and quiet afforded to residents of a small rural town. This summer, we were inundated by the
concerts nearly seven days a week for weeks on end. We could not sit outside. We could not
play our own music. Our evenings were dictated by the time the music stopped. We fear that
allowing this to continue would have a substantial negative impact on our life and on our
property value, which will suffer greatly with the ever present noise pollution.
Zoning is compromise. My choices affect my neighbors and I cannot have free reign to do
what I please without considering my community. This decision must weigh the benefits of
this business opportunity against the interests of the neighbors. To me, this also speaks to the
need to reject this particular proposal. The benefit of allowing this change in zoning is limited
to the South Farms and the handful of businesses at the four corners. The increased revenues
will not improve the services or reduce the taxes for the people of Morris in a meaningful way.
There is no benefit that can offset the difficulties imposed upon the residents of East Morris. I
have the greatest sympathy for the owners of South Farms and their desire to grow their
business, but the fact of the matter is that their property is not situated in a place that allows
for this type venture. South Farms cannot be allowed to impose their vision of Morris upon the
rest of us. I do not accept the role of collateral damage to my neighbor's business aspirations.
To summarize, I strongly oppose the South Farms proposal. I do not see any possible room for
compromise in decibel level, crowd size, event frequency, or end time. I thank you for your
time and careful consideration of this matter.
--Matt Kandel
58 E Morris Ln, Morris
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning
Commission in regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South
Farms (accepted 3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Carr
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Thursday, March 11, 2021 3:53:53 PM

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning,
I am writing in support of Ben Paletsky’s application seeking a change in the zoning designation on South Farms.
Our area needs attractions to offer to our residents as well as to folks traveling in from other areas. I have know Ben
since I was a child and I know that he is an intelligent and thoughtful person. He is not only a local business owner,
but a courteous neighbor as well. When challenged last summer, he did not ignore the complaints. He has invested
his time, his thoughts and his money into finding ways to make this adventure work for everyone involved. Thank
you for your time and consideration.
Sarah Carr

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joyce Woodward
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fw: Concert Venue
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 10:01:22 AM

----- Forwarded Message ----From: Joyce Woodward <joycewoodward28@yahoo.com>
To: morrisunitedforpeace@gail.com <morrisunitedforpeace@gail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021, 06:48:13 PM EST
Subject: Concert Venue
I live on Straits Turn Pk.Ln, walking distance to the farm. I totaly appose this plan. I need my peace,
enjoy being out in my yard and listening to its natural sounds. Last year was way to much. 6 days a week
and it wasn't just at night. Before the shows there was set up sound checks, practices, and what have
you. There was a so called comedian with pretty nasty language as well one night. With that comes
people from other towns scoping out our neighborhoods and feel this will encourage criminal acts, to
much traffic and trash.
I don't feel that one person should be allowed to disrupt the serenity of the whole community to make
more money than he already has. Seems as though he does'nt care about any of the residents of this
community but only himself. He knows the right people and has friends in all the right places. My window
were accually vibrating at times last summer and fall and didnt make for restful sleep when I needed to be
at my job which is quite stressful that's for sure. I feel sorry for people with elders and small children.
This whole thing is so, so disturbing to even think about. This whole idea just doesnt belong in this
community!!! It's wrong!!

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joyce Woodward
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; morrisunitedforpeace@gail.com
South Farm
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 9:48:53 AM

My name is Joyce Woodward. My residence is 32 Straits Turn Pk.Ln. in Morris. That being stated I live
less that an 8th.of a mile from South Farm. (Which was my play ground as a child) My family has lived on
this road for over 60 years and my Grandfather ran the Farnham Farm for nearly 3 decades prior. This
town is were my roots are as with other elderly family members still living on the same road. I love being
outside in the yard that I pay taxes on and enjoy its nature sounds, peaceful enviornment in its country
setting that I was brought up to love.
Last season as was quite disturbing but as we were told this was a temporary venue because of the
COVID pandemic. That was false.  
I can see the venue from my mothers home across the road and at times, our window shook with the
sound not to mention a comedian with some pretty foul language. The concerts ended up being held up
to 6 nights a week until sometimes 11:00 p.m. That didn't make for restful sleep at nights, having to be to
work in the mornings at my job which is quite stressful at times. It wasn't just the length of a show, but
sound checks, warm ups, practice ect. bringing the shows to pretty much most of the days. I enjoy
sleeping with my windows open at night, enjoy the natural sounds and peacefulness of quiet evening
gathering on my deck, however that serenity is in danger of no linger existing due to one person wanting
to disrupting the whole community for further profit of their own. Which to me says they have no regards
to the residents or maintaining the integrity or our small country town. Not to mention people driving
intoxicated after shows, drawn from many different place, driving though our neighborhoods scoping them
out for future criminal acts, to much traffic, trash on our roads, no longer our quiet, peaceful country
community and lessening the value of our homes.
This to me is very disturbing, sad and wrong.
Joyce Woodward

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Julie Greenhouse
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org; wiig@optonline.net
Supporting South Farms
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 9:18:29 AM

To the Planning and Zoning team of Morris:
I am writing this letter of support for South Farms, with the hopes that they will be able to continue to bring
live music and joy to so many people, as they did last summer, while at the same time supporting local
businesses, who definitely need the money.
I normally live in NYC, but have spent the last year at my parent's house in New Fairfield, CT. South
Farms provided myself and my friends such an amazing outlet to enjoy ourselves last summer and fall by
attending many of their concerts. We had friends drive up for every show from the city and we always
would meet at a local restaurant beforehand to sit outside and have dinner nearby - GW Tavern, White
Horse, The Barn, Bohemian Pizza, etc. Our summer and fall would have been so much less enjoyable
without the opportunity to see live music, amazing live music at South Farms.
We take Covid precautions very seriously and couldn't have felt safer with the safety protocols put into
place at South Farms. They also did an amazing job making sure that people went from their cars to the
venue quickly and without any type of gathering.  
I really hope that you allow South Farms to continue their concert series this summer, as it really brought
so much joy to so many, not to mention a lot of business to your local restaurants.
Thank you,
Julie Greenhouse

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Daniel Masopust
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
South Farm PDD
Tuesday, March 09, 2021 9:45:54 PM

I am writing to you in regard to the South Farm PDD application. We are an East Morris
family a mile from the concert site that has been negatively impacted by the concerts at South
Farms. We have had to endure not only the concerts and pre concert activities that are
perfectly audible, including the attendee's responses of clapping and laughter. Often forced to
close our windows to avoid the intrusion into our home.
I moved to East Morris 47 years ago for the rural experience of enjoying quiet summer nights,
not late night traffic, laughter and music. We not only have to endure the music , but it may
not be our choice of music. What about property values? Is the town prepared to make
adjustments of our property taxes if the concerts become part of the landscape?
I have to ask when does a farm become just another commercial venue?
David Wiig,
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in
regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms(accepted
3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.
-Daniel Masopust
Owner & Grower
Brierwood Nurseries, Inc.
85 Thomaston Rd.
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Caitlin Messina
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; morrisunitedforpeace@gmail.com
Concerned Neighbor
Monday, March 08, 2021 4:36:45 PM

Caitlin Messina
Michael Messina
339 Stoddard Rd, Morris, CT 06763
We live approximately 5 miles from South Farms.
Good afternoon:
I am writing to express my extreme concern over the continuation of concerts and comedy
shows at South Farms in Morris. I could hear the concert music from many parts in town, that
were formerly quiet and bucolic. My parents, who are immediate neighbors of South Farms
and live on Route 109, were entirely inundated all Spring, Summer, and Fall 2020 by noise
pollution from late afternoon into the late hours on an almost daily occurrence. It was not only
the volume and duration of the music that was intolerable but the comedy shows were
offensive and entirely inappropriate for anyone to have to unwillingly hear. These shows were
particularly inappropriate for anyone who has a family in the town of Morris. Any families in
the surrounding area would not be able to have their children out in the yard in the summer
afternoons and evenings without hearing profanity from these comedy shows, at maximum
volume. It is an individual's choice to attend a comedy show at which profanity and course
language will be used, it should never be forced unwillingly upon someone's family who is
simply trying to enjoy their outdoor home space. It is also an individual's choice to attend an
outdoor concert; if concert music is forced upon someone and interrupts the peace of their
home life then that is an unforgivable intrusion.
As a resident, who was also raised in the town of Morris, my husband and I made a deliberate
choice to purchase a home in a town with a bucolic setting, strong agricultural foundation, and
most importantly a town that has concern for the well-being of its citizens.
If the town of Morris allows South Farms to continue offering its concerts and comedy shows,
then it is making it clear that this shift in the types of activities that can be allowed on formerly
agricultural spaces has no end to sight. In other words what is to stop a venue of this nature
from opening in other open spaces in the town that we value for its bucolic beauty? Before
long we could see a venue of this sort near Bantam Lake or in other sections of town at which
point this decision to allow South Farms to continue would then permanently change the way
of life in this town.  
I'm concerned about the increased traffic that these concerts and comedy shows will bring to
our small roads, particularly as social distancing requirements are eventually lifted and concert
capacity will increase.
I am also concerned about the permanent impact on property values here in town. This shift is
zoning regulations will most certainly cause permanent damage to the property values of each
of our homes.
I am also concerned about this clear abandonment of the agricultural values on which this

town's early history was based. Outdoor concert and comedy show venues that happen to
occur on an open field does not qualify as "agriculture." Agritourism is far more complex than
that. I firmly believe that the town needs to do more thorough research into what qualifies as
agritourism.
I thank you for listening to my concerns, I hope that you will consider that as an individual
that has been raised in this town and chose to make a permanent life in this town, I have a
vested interest that one writing from out of town in support of South Farms events would not.
I hope you will make the right decision that puts the quiet, peaceful, natural town that we love
first.
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning and Zoning Commission
in regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (accepted
3/3/2021). Please attach the statement to the April 12th 2021 agenda.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gary DellaRocco
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
PPD application from South Farms accepted 3-3-2021
Monday, March 08, 2021 9:26:41 AM

Dear Mr. Wiig and Planning & Zoning Commission members,
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning Commission in regard to any
decisions made around the PDD application from South Farms (accepted 3/3/2021). Please attach this
statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda. I am concerned with the noise, the traffic and any potential drunk
driving incidents that may occur as a result of having a concert venue where alcohol is being consumed in
our small quiet town. I live two miles from South Farms and I was able to hear the concerts last fall from my
property which was very disturbing. We moved to this quaint, rural town for it’s farmland and open space
15 years ago never thinking we would have a dollar store and now a proposed concert venue here, neither
were expected in our rural town. Perhaps due to the COVID restrictions, but in my opinion it seems that
this proposed zoning change is moving along at a fast pace without any input up to this point from the
residents of Morris. In addition to my concerns, I understand that the adoption of agritourism regulations
have not even been discussed yet and this topic alone is integral to the proposed zoning changes with South
Farms.
To consider such a drastic change to our community, everyone who lives in Morris needs ample time to
understand the proposed zoning changes and the impact it will have on our town and not be rushed to a
vote in order to make this season’s concert schedule. Thank you

Regards,

Gary DellaRocco
Morris resident
  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Georgia LoPresti Meckes
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
info@southfarms.org; wiig@optonline.net
Letter of Support, South Farms
Wednesday, March 03, 2021 5:43:36 PM

Dear Planning and Zoning Board,
I am writing to support the Performance Field at South Farms and their plans for the future.
We moved to East Morris last year and very much enjoyed our proximity to the field and all
the performances we attended.
The amenities of our area are very nice and I enjoy that I don't have to travel far for
everyday life needs. But it is also SUCH a benefit to be so local and enjoy incredible talent in
an atmosphere that is safe, uncrowded, and outside. I LOVE it. It is officially my
favorite venue! I think it's a great addition to our Litchfield Hills area. And so many friends of
mine from the tri state area are excited to come and experience a concert.
Please grant South Farms the ability to continue these experiences. It's become the highlight of
my summer and fall and really enhances living in East Morris!
Thank you,
-Georgia LoPresti Meckes

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Re: Letters of Support: South Farms
Wednesday, March 03, 2021 5:39:12 PM
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Thanks Dave!
-B

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 4:45 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Letters of Support: South Farms
Ben
If the board decides to receive the application tonight, we will schedule a public hearing. These
communications as well as the communications that we have received from others should be assembled in a
packet for the public and the board to read. The communications pertinent to the property and the potential
use will be put on the record for the public hearing.
Tonight's vote is perfunctory. Unless there is something amiss with the application we have to receive it and
schedule a public hearing. Therefore, if we proceed, the board will discuss a strategy of collecting the
comments to put them on the record for the public hearing. That would provide a vehicle for you to put any
letters you have that need to go on the record to the board so the public and board members have access to
read these communications.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Wed, 03 Mar 2021 09:53:33 -0500
Subject: Letters of Support: South Farms
  

Hi Tony,

There are more, but can you confirm the board and its new members have read these letters of
support for the Performing Arts Field?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768

The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gary Zimmerman
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Re: South farms zoning
Tuesday, March 02, 2021 10:35:47 AM

Dear Town of Morris,
We are writing to you to voice our opposition to any proposed zoning changes at South Farms
that would allow the "concerts" to continue and become permanent. I am unsure how these
concerts were allowed last summer. I guess they were considered "essential." I do know that
my wife and I were unable to watch TV in our living room without shutting the windows due
to the noise from the amplified speakers. I also know that initially these events ended early.
However, by the end of summer they were running past 9:30 PM. My wife and I retired to
Morris five years ago. We were drawn to the rural and peaceful atmosphere of the Town. We
are concerned that these "concerts" are being promoted/advertised already, almost as if this
zoning issue has been resolved.
Thank you for your time and attention.
Sincerely,
Gary and Jane Zimmerman
P.O. Box 7
Morris

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Re: Preliminary Agenda
Monday, March 01, 2021 11:29:17 AM
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Dave and Tony,
Thank you for the explanation. As you know there’s a group in town who are trying to anonymously
derail the process.   When I see them state “preliminary agenda” without additional context, and
without the information available online I needed this clarification. This same group is confusing the
purpose of the context of the PDD and the following Special Exception application which is creating a
lot of confusion, frustration, and misinformation to be spread. I suggest it would make sense to have
a working session to frame out the bounds of the Special Exception so that these preliminary
concerns about noise and traffic can be addressed early on in the process. As I mentioned I have
flexibility in my ask and also have data to support how we can technically address the concerns. I
encourage we take action to use data and process to drive our decisions, not fear, emotion and not
public speculation about what I “might” be doing.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Monday, March 1, 2021 at 8:54 AM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Preliminary Agenda
Ben
Per FOIA regulations, people can request notice of the meetings of any board in town. To do so, they send a
letter or an e-mail to the Zoning Enforcement Officer. Based on that request, the preliminary agenda for every
meeting is sent 7 days before the meeting, unless it is a Special or Emergency meeting.
The request is good for a year. If they want to continue to receive notice after a year, a new request must be
submitted, which again is good for all meetings for another year. I guess that Joel and Colby Skilton have both
made such a request.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 2021 21:38:05 -0500

Subject: Preliminary Agenda
  

Hi Tony and David,

Where is the preliminary agenda posted for the 3/3 P&Z meeting?
How did Colby Skilton and Joel Skilton get a copy of the preliminary agenda?
Please advise.

Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)

Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Alycia Pushard
Planning & Zoning
re: South Farms
Monday, March 01, 2021 9:21:03 AM

Alycia
Please copy PlannngandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.Com on all e-mail communications. That way, your opinion
can be added to the record of any public Public Hearings on the matter.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Alycia Pushard <pt.dr.pushard@gmail.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Sat, 27 Feb 2021 11:29:11 -0500
SUBJECT:   South Farms
Very concerned with the zoning and planning implications that may allow South Farms to continue disruptive
concerts.   I hope there will be opportunities for all to be heard before this becomes permanent.
Thank you for your time,
Alycia
Sent from iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Date:

David R. Wiig
curtinc123
Planning & Zoning
re: As a resident of Morris and a tax payer who has no special tax rate It has been asked by neighbors since South
farms is and has been given a farm tax evaluation for years and now is in reality a concert and entertainment venue
just as the New Haven arena or any other entertainment center inside or out ,how will the taxes be adjusted and
under what category? Who will pay for security, police patrols ,traffic control.
Monday, March 01, 2021 9:17:31 AM

Catherine
Thank you for your feedback. It will be added to the record of the public hearing.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: curtinc123 <curtinc123@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 2021 14:42:15 -0500
Subject: As a resident of Morris and a tax payer who has no special tax rate It has been asked by neighbors since South farms is and has
been given a farm tax evaluation for years and now is in reality a concert and entertainment venue just as the New Haven arena or any
other entertainment center inside or out ,how will the taxes be adjusted and under what category? Who will pay for security, police
patrols ,traffic control.
  

CATHERINE Curtin

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Planning & Zoning
re: FW: south Farms
Monday, March 01, 2021 9:08:54 AM

Lori
Please copy PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com on all e-mail. In some cases, Tony is capable of answering
questions. That will lead to a quicker response.
Here are the questions and answers:
1. How is there another list business at South Farms with no application?
I don't understand the question.
2. Is the C&D in effect now? As of Feb 21st. Yes or No
The Cease and Desist was effective 1/1/2021. It is still in effect.
3. I was asking for the documents on where it says the temple and south farms can have music as a secondary
use.? When you say under current regulations NO CONCERTS are allowed and now you have said they are as a
secondary use.
In the CB zone, the regulations say that "Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or
musical productions."  Therefore, outdoor music is not a permitted use. The regulations also say uses considered
accessory to the primary use are permitted. That means as long as a use is accessory or secondary to the primary
use, it is allowed. That is why no one told Ben or the Buddhist Temple, they can't have occasional outdoor music
that is related to other events, like a festival, wedding, etc. Regardless, it is not legal as a primary use in any district
in town. What southFARMS was doing became the primary use and as such was illegal.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 2021 21:24:07 -0500
Subject: FW: south Farms
  

David,

I am sorry the third question I was asking was I was asking for the documents on where it says
the temple and south farms can have music as a secondary use.? When you say under current
regulations NO CONCERTS are allowed and now you have said they are as a secondary use..
Please provide that documentation to me..
And lastly, is this agenda open to those who live out of town..??
Thank you, I apologize for all the emails.. Trying to get organized around this again.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Galaxy

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 2/28/21 8:37 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Subject: south Farms
David,
I need to catch up on current status.
First question you have from my previous email.
1. How is there another list business at South Farms with no application?
2. Is the C&D in effect now? As of Feb 21st. Yes or No
I meeting Wed at 7p in MI.. not sure I'll make the meeting.
I see there is alot if energy around this. I would like to ask that the commission clean up any old
concerns with Ben and South Farms before moving in new agendas, concerns. Lets try and clean
this up moving forward. HAVING DIVISON among our citizens is not good for a community!!!
I spent 7 years on American Country Barns and have alot of experience with the second PDD in
Morris, and alot of money spent. More than most of your commissioners know!
Huge task ahead of everyone.
Lori
860 671 0108

Sent from my Galaxy

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

J. C. Ferraro
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fw: PDDapplication
Sunday, February 28, 2021 7:58:17 PM

From: J. C. Ferraro
Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2021 7:51 PM
To: wiig@optonline.net <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: planngandzoning@townofmorrisct.net <planngandzoning@townofmorrisct.net>
Subject: PDDapplication

Mr. Wiig,
I'm writing to you to express my concern over South Farms application for PDD Zone. (
concerts. )
Normally when a commercial venture makes application there is opposition . In this case I
can see why. I can' t see how the town would benefit. The property is in 490 ( Farm ) so on a
tax side the town receives minimal and most likely receives minimal on the barn and business
personal property from its operation. What the town would get are drivers that have been
drinking alcohol, litter on the roads, noise, and traffic.
Unlike Dollar General , in my opinion, the town benefited , from a retail use , also received
tax on the real estate and business personal property.
I don't support this PDD Application
Joseph Ferraro

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Krystal Favale
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Re: Dear Neighbors - South Farms Concern
Sunday, February 28, 2021 4:37:25 PM

You’re very welcome, and thank you! I have emailed all three addresses you provided.
Hopefully those parties will keep the residents of Morris in mind with their decision.
Krystal M. Favale
Sent from my iPhone
On Feb 28, 2021, at 16:36, Krystal Favale <krystalfavale@icloud.com> wrote:

Hello,
My name is Krystal and I live on the corner of Straits
Turpinke Lane and Route 63 with my husband and our 6
year old. I am emailing you all in regards to the
potentially-permanent concerts at South Farm.
I remember loving to see the weddings South Farms
would host, and the farm is definitely a nice view. While
I agree with the author of the mailing that went out to the
citizens of Morris that we wish Mrs. Paletsky success
and prosperity, we do not support that concert stage to be
a permanent venue. In our opinion, we would love for
the concerts to cease entirely. We are among the
countless families enduring hard times during this
pandemic. I attending nursing school during the day, and
work 2nd shift at the Children’s Hospital. My husband is
a garage door tech/installer. While we did not have the
struggle of being furloughed or losing jobs during the
pandemic, we have endured crazier work lives. Before
working at the Children’s Hospital, I worked day shift, 8
- 5pm in a private pediatricians office. Our fall evenings
of wanting to enjoy opening our windows for fresh air
were disrupted by the constant noise of the concert stage,
which often went until 10pm or later even during week
nights.
While at first I thought “that’s a great outdoor
opportunity for people to gather and have fun during this
pandemic”, after the first week my family had enough of
the noise and disruption. Now that our lives are a little
more hectic than months ago, it would feel even more
disrupting to have to deal with that on a normal basis.
Especially on the weekends when I don’t have to work at

night and we can all be home together. We should be
able to open our windows to enjoy the weather, or enjoy
our deck/yard without being annoyed and frustrated and
stressed out over the disruption of the concerts…
I had even heard talk around town of inappropriate
phrases young children were learning from the comedy
shows that were being held.. That I found to be
completely disrespectful to the families of the town; even
more disrespectful than the disruption alone.
On a final note, my family and I do not support the
permanence of the concert stage. We would wish for it to
be gone all together. Hopefully the officials in the town
of Morris will see the disruption and the frustration the
South Farms Stage has caused, and will either not allow
it to become permanent, or will make it cease to function
all together.
Thank you,
Krystal M. Favale

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

joan seabury
Planning & Zoning
3/3/21 P&Z meeting
Sunday, February 28, 2021 5:20:08 AM

>
> Good afternoon,
> We would like to let the planning and zoning board know that we, as long time residents of Morris vehemently
oppose the proposal that Ben Paletsky be given a PDD . He should not be granted any variations from the zoning
regulations that all residents have to abide by. No exceptions.
> Please reference our email of 1/26/21 that was sent concerning the South Farms Concert Venue.
> Please confirm that you have received this email.
> Thank you.
>
> David & Joan Seabury
> 27 Watertown Road
>
>
>

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Joel Skilton
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Selectmen Morris
PPD or Proposed Morris Zoning Regulations
Saturday, February 27, 2021 9:56:00 PM

Dear Commission.
I have some additional comments regarding the Morris Zoning meetings regarding the Concert Fields.
I have reviewed the other Towns regulations that were submitted to the Zoning Commission and there is so much
information is is difficult to paraphrase. The January 6, 2021 P&Z minutes are on file in your minutes and contain
all of these documents.
I have attempted to paraphrase for the Commission, ALL of the regulations for the towns that have been submitted
to Morris P&Z Commission. Here I have made them much shorter for clarity.
East Windsor: allows corn mazes,harvests,or holiday festivals. All require a special permit, nothing on concerts.
Waterford: must be directly related to farm or farming activities. 20 events total per calendar year. Must be directly
related to farm or farming. All amplified music is within structures and comply with Waterford Town ordinances.
Exterior speakers or amplification of music or sound is prohibited.
Colchester: agriculture related uses or accessory related uses. Special permit outdoor events. Sound at 55 dcb
daytime and 45 dcb nighttime 1 foot off the property line. Limited to 6 per year.
Deep River: accessory to the principal farming use. Number of events 8 per year.
Griswold: accessory to the principal farming use.
Stafford Springs: special permit at which the use of loud music is planned, P & Z may limit the number of events
per year.
Killingworth: accessory to an established agricultural operation, not to exceed the DEEP regulations ( 55 dcb / 45
dub ) limited to 6 events per year.
CT CGS sec1-1 ( on page 18 of meeting minutes ) Agritourism as an accessory to existing farming operations.
The terms: festivals, concerts, and dances, by themselves, appear in NO other Towns Approved Zoning
Regulations.    These are clearly “stand alone” proposals in the PROPOSED MORRIS ZONING REGULATIONS.
The events of the COVID summer are a clear indication of the respect that South Farms Concert Venue has for the
Zoning Regulations in place currently and a clear indicator of the lack of respect for the other residents of the Town
of Morris going forward.
I am in complete agreement with the Attorney who sent in his letter of rejection for this proposed regulation change
and further, I would discourage the Town from accepting ANY PPD without extensive controls in place to prevent
the discourse that occurred last year.
This must be soundly rejected.
My last question for the Commission is “Was the author of the PROPOSAL submitted to the P & Z Commission the
same individual that is getting the press to push for his approval in the Town”. IF outsiders have this influence over
a local commission to protect a Town, this is unacceptable and I would expect this to be rejected in its entirety.
Thank you for your consideration,
Joel Skilton

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

bpaletsky@southfarms.org
David Wiig ; Zoning
RE: re[3]: PDD Question
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 4:28:24 PM

David,
Thank you for the update.
Best regards,
Ben
--------- Original Message --------Subject: re[3]: PDD Question
From: "David Wiig " <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 2/24/21 4:10 pm
To: "South Farms" <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Planning <&amp>, amp, "Zoning"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Ben
Your application was sent yesterday afternoon. I didn't see it until last night. Tony
assembled the agenda yesterday morning and wasn't working when the e-mail was
sent.
Since this is a Special Meeting, we cannot add items to the agenda. Therefore, it will
have to wait for next Wednesday. I meant to send this off earlier; however, I have been
on calls most of the day.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM: bpaletsky@southfarms.org
TO: "David Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, "Planning &amp;amp; Zoning"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
DATE: Wed, 24 Feb 2021 11:22:16 -0700
SUBJECT: RE: re: PDD Question
Dave,
It was my understanding per the note below, that on tonight's meeting I could
introduce the PDD-SF?
I was prepared to present, but it's not on the agenda and this suddenly became a special
meeting. What's happening?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
--------- Original Message --------- Subject: re: PDD Question

From: "David Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 2/18/21 6:53 pm
To: "South Farms" <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, "Planning &amp; Zoning"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Ben
There is one other thing. As I stated at the start of our meeting last week, the additional
lots are an issue as they are currently configured. A PDD can cover multiple lots;
however, all the lots involved in the PDD must be 10 acres or more.
One note, there was a zoning amendment that was made to the PDD district. This
allowed smaller properties, I believe of 8 acres or more to be acceptable, if they
adjoined a commercial district. This was done when American Country Barns dba
Harvest Moon Timber Frame got their PDD. Unfortunately, I am not seeing this in the
copy of the regulations I have. I have to follow-up with Steve on that.
Regardless, to use the smaller lots like 174 Watertown Street, they would have to be
combined together to create a lot that was properly sized. Alternatively, they would
have be merged back into the primary lot. When we first started discussing this
property, I didn't realize you were using the subdivided building lots.
The other feedback is that the plan should include the following:
1. The boundaries of the zone
2. A Lot shape, size and frontage section
3. The Setbacks section
4. A section for lot coverage
5. A Building coverage section
6. Some definition of the limits for the height of structures
7. A Parking and loading section is needed to either reference the appropriate section
in the regulations or define something different specific to this zone
8. The Erosion and Sediment Control section should reference the appropriate section
in the zoning regulations, unless you want something different specific to this zone
9. A Ground Water Protection section should be added to reference the appropriate
section in the zoning regulations, unless you define something different specific to
your zone
10. A section for Wetlands and Watercourses to reference the appropriate section in
the zoning regulations, unless you want something different specific to your zone
11. The Utilities and Lighting section should reference the appropriate section in the
zoning regulations, unless you want something different specific to your zone
It really should be a complete set of constraints uses on the property will operate
under. On 8-11 above, if you don't provide something specific to your zone, I would
rather adhere to the standards in the zoning regulations. To be complete, you either
need to refer to that section or add your requirements.
We will be meeting on the 24th. Tony is copied. He can add this to the agenda.

Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 10:24:40 -0500
Subject: PDD Question
Hi David,
Please let me know if you have any feedback regarding the PDD draft.
I would like to have my application on the last item of the agenda for the next P&Z
meeting.
Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Megan Petit
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com
South Farms Concerts
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 11:18:34 AM

Good Morning,
I wanted to first of all state my displeasure at the idea that the concerts at South Farms might
be allowed to continue under the guise of "agritourism." The concerts over the summer and far
into the fall greatly disrupted life in the town of Morris. I live 1.5 miles away from the concert
venue and could hear the music as clearly as if I was sitting in the front row. I moved to the
town of Morris to escape the noise and everyday hustle of the suburbs and large cities. I did
not move here to have my evenings and late nights disrupted by the never ending noise of
concerts. In fact, the music was so loud that it could be heard through closed windows and
with fans running. It is unacceptable that the town would try and push through this misused
definition of agritourism for the sake of a few extra dollars in the pocket of Ben Paletsky. I
know for a fact that Tom Weik was made aware of the noise pollution multiple times and the
response was "I will see what I can do." I will say again that it is unacceptable to try and
continue with concerts that should not have been allowed to happen in the beginning.
In regards to the facebook page that is advertising future concerts, is this a premature
advertisement or is this something that has already been agreed upon? How does the town plan
to handle noise complaints and noise pollution? How does the town plan on handling the
increase in traffic and garbage along the road? Why is the town not advertising in a more
public manner about what the plans are for South Farms?
Megan P.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

robert renna
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Concert
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 8:01:44 AM

Sent from my iPad Please please please discontinue these outdoor concert they have taken away our peace in
Morris. My husband And I are seriously thinking of moving if they do not discontinue this is absolutely crazy when
people come to my house they cannot believe how loud they are and if they’re not that loud they can still hear that
noise thank you Catherine Renna

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: PDD-SF
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 11:18:34 PM
PDD-SF_APPENDIX IV.pdf

Jeton
Did you add this to the agenda? I doubt it as it came in too late. Please confirm this and I will let Ben know.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Tue, 23 Feb 2021 15:14:43 -0500
Subject: PDD-SF
  

Hi Tony,

Please see attached PDD-SF proposal for Planning and Zoning Review.Â If there is additional
information needed for discussion on 2/24 please let me know.Â Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

APPENDIX IV
SOUTH FARMS – AGRI-TOURISM PDD
SOUTH FARMS- AGRI-TOURISM PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF MORRIS, CONNECTICUT
EFFECTIVE DATE __________________
1. GENERAL: This Amendment pursuant to Section 55 of the Zoning Regulations of the Town of
Morris, hereinafter referred to as the “Regulations,” provides for the establishment of a Planned
Development District on (3) three parcels of land now owned by Paletsky Farm, LLC. on
Watertown and Higbie Road. The parcel of land contains 10.8+/- acres. The Planned
Development District will be known as the “South Farms Agri-Tourism Planned Development
District” hereinafter referred to as PDD-SF.”
Section 55 of the Regulations, as revised May 15, 2020, permits the modification of the strict
application of the plan, standards, and provisions of the Regulations for the following purposes:
1.1

1.2

1.3

“To permit tracts of land of considerable size to be developed and designed as
harmonious units consistent with the character of the Town and the neighborhood, the
purposes of these Regulations and any Plan of Development which may have been
adopted by the Commission; “
“To permit the establishment of uses by Special Exception that are not permitted under
these Regulations, but which would be beneficial to and consistent with the orderly
development of the Town and the neighborhood;”
“To permit the design and construction of buildings, other structures and facilities that,
by virtue of their location, orientation, texture, materials, landscaping, and other
features, that would be consistent with the character of the Town and the
neighborhood and would show unusual design merit.”

PDD-SF meets all three of the above purposes.
PDD-SF is consistent with the 2009 Town of Morris, Town Plan of Conservation and
Development (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), specifically goal number Two (2).
PDD-SF is consistent with the proposed 2021 Town of Morris, Town Plan of Conservation and
Development (hereinafter referred to as the “Proposed Plan”), specifically related to Economic
Development.
For the purposes of this Amendment, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission will be
referred to as the “Commission.”
2. PURPOSE: the purpose is to allow South Farms to operate Agri-Tourism. An Agri-Tourism use is
to promote preservation of large farm properties that have existed since prior to the adoption
of zoning in Morris and that are now threatened to disappear due to the endangered economics
of traditional farming.

3. BOUNDARIES: PDD-SF’s lot boundary is delineated in yellow on a plot of land over (10) ten acres
on included “Maps of Samuel J. Estates” Section 1 ~ Subdivision of Property of Samuel J.
Paletsky and Ruth S. Paletsky sheet 1 of 2, dated April 25, 1977, prepared by Robert G Snell.
This location is known as “PDD-SF Site Location” which is inclusive of 116 Watertown Road, 124
Watertown Road and a designation portion of 21 Higbie Road.
4. REQUIREMENTS:
(a.) Statement of Use;
(b.) Site Plan;
(c.) The site plan shall show adequate facilities for personal sanitation and refuse disposal
subject to review and approval by the TAHD (Torrington Area Health District);
(d.) The site plan shall provide detailed information regarding the location and appearance of all
structures and lighting;
(e.) Traffic. Vehicular traffic projected as a result of the use, including traffic to and from and in
the vicinity of the use, will operate within the capacity of the roadways servicing the
property.
(f.) In making its determination with respect to this criterion, the Commission shall consider the
proposed location, the size and layout of the Special Exception use, its nature and the
intensity of operations involved, and its relation to local streets providing access to the site;
(g.) The applicant shall demonstrate that noise generated by such outdoor concert or
performance shall be a reasonable for concerts and performances of this nature;
(h.) Any such concert or comedy shall end not later than 10:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. respectively
and all patrons must be off site by 10:45 P.M.
5. GENERAL STANDARDS: Except as modified by the provisions of this PDD-SF amendment as set
forth below, all other provisions of the Regulations applicable to the property, and/or the uses
permitted thereon will apply.
6. PERMITTED USES:
6.1
•
•
•

In accordance with Section 22, which is inclusive of Section 21 the Regulations;
“Schools, parks playgrounds, and open space lands of the Town of Morris”
“Farms, including truck gardens, nurseries, greenhouses, forestry, and the keeping of
livestock and poultry, horses or ponies, subject to the provision of Section 8.
Single family dwelling for one family

7. USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL EXCEPTION:
7.1
Agri-Tourism, is defined as the use of farm property operating on more than 5 acres
minimum to conduct outdoor concerts, movies, and performances.
8. ACCESSORY USES: All other accessory uses customary and incidental to the aforesaid permitted
and accessory uses and as permitted by the Regulations.
8.1
Seasonal food and beverage service for ticketed patrons
8.2
Artist demonstrations

9. SPECIFIC STANDARDS:
9.1
Lot Area, Shape and Frontage: The subject property has the minimum area, shape and
frontage required for PDD-SF. Minimum lot area should be (10) ten acres. Minimum lot
frontage shall be 200’.
9.2

Height: No building or other structure will exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet or two
and one-half (2-1/2) stories, except as permitted in Section 7 of the Regulations.

9.3

Setbacks: All structures constructed or placed on the property will comply with the
following setbacks:
9.3..1 Minimum setback – principal and detached accessory buildings and structures
from the street line: (35) Thirty-Five Feet
9.3..2 Minimum setback – principal and detached accessory buildings and structures
from the street line: (15) Fifteen Feet
Lot Coverage:
9.4..1 The maximum coverage by buildings and structures will be 20% of the property.
9.4..2 The maximum floor area ratio will be 25% of the property.

9.4

10. WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES: No activities will occur within any wetland or watercourse.
11. UTILITIES AND LIGHTING: Utilities and outside lighting will be shown on a site plan to be
submitted with the Special Exception Application.
12. EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL: Erosion and sediment control will be in compliance with
Section 51 of the regulations. An Erosion and Sediment Control plan will accompany the
application if applicable.
13. SANITIZATION AND POTABLE WATER: Sanitation and potable water requirements will meet or
exceed all public regulations governed by Torrington Area Health District.
14. GROUND WATER PROTECTION: Ground water protection within PDD-SF will be in compliance
with Section 67 of the regulations.
15. PARKING AND LOADING: All parking and loading spaces will be on-site, off-street, and will be in
compliance of Section 61 of Regulations, except for sub-section 3 “Landscaping”.
15.1

Landscaping: parking areas and pass-ways will maintain rural and open-farmland
character.

16. SIGNAGE: will be in compliance with Section 62 of the Regulations.
17. SITE DEVELOPMENT: Structures and Site Layout: the final plans will be submitted with the
Special Exception Application. Modifications in the final plans and specifications from the Site

Development Plan submitted will be permitted for changes necessary to meet the general
limitations of the site itself with regard to the PDD-SF uses as permitted under this Amendment,
the purposes or terms of this Amendment, or the requirements of other commissions, agencies,
or regulatory bodies, such as the Torrington Area Health District or the Morris Inland Wetlands
Commission, which may have jurisdiction over this project. Fixed structures will complement
the area’s farmland character.
18. CESSATION OF PDD-SF USE: Should the PDD-SF Special Exception use be permanently
discontinued, the identified lot should revert to its prior zoning designation.
19. PROCEDURE AND SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: The approval of this PDD-SF
zoning amendment will be considered a change of zone and zoning boundary with respect to
the property. All uses in the PDD-SF will be subject to issuance of a Special Exception Permit as
set forth in Section 53, of the Regulations. In reviewing the Special Exception application, the
Commission will determine that the plans, specifications, and other required information and
documentation submitted with that application are consistent with this PDD-SF amendment and
in compliance with the general standards and provisions set forth in Section 52 of the
Regulations. In accordance with Section 52 of the Regulations and Site Plans will be submitted
with the Special Exception application as required in Section 53 of the Regulations and shall
refer to Section 53 as it existed at the time of submission of this Amendment except as modified
for purposes of this Amendment.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Daniel Masopust
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms concerts
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 10:08:26 AM

David,
The concerts have a serious impact on quality of life in our neighborhood and the enjoyment
of our property. It also has a negative impact on property values. The concerts are nothing
more than a commercial venture, have nothing to do with agriculture and should not be
allowed on any farm.
I can support a regulation allowing a once a year event to support agriculture. How this
activity is regulated will affect our town for the foreseeable future.
-Daniel Masopust
Owner & Grower
Brierwood Nurseries, Inc.
85 Thomaston Rd.
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
Planning & Zoning
re: FW:
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 9:06:04 AM

Joel
The last question is best answered by Tony. I can provide answers to the first two. I will elaborate more; however,
the simple answer is that outdoor concerts and concert venues are not allowed in any zone in Morris.
Here is some more detail:
1. Where in the Morris Planning and Zoning regulations are outdoor concerts allowed?
Outdoor music as a use is not permitted. Only indoor motion pictures, musical and dramatic productions are
allowed. It is true that there are outdoor concerts on the Green, the Buddhist Temple has outdoor music and
southFARMS has outdoor music. The concerts on the Green predate zoning. The other two properties have had
outdoor music accessory to the primary use. That is why it was allowed to happen.
2. What Zones are these venues allowed?   
There are no zones in Morris where an outdoor concert venue is allowed as a primary use.
3. Has there been any change of use applications at the newly formed Concert Fields of South Farms?
Nothing has been submitted to the best of my knowledge. Tony can let us know if there are any new applications
we have received. Applications are sent to the Zoning Enforcement Officer, that is a key part of Tony's job.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
TO:        dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Tue, 23 Feb 2021 08:46:32 -0500
SUBJECT:   FW:
Hey Dave, If you can answer Joel.
Thank You
-----Original Message----From: Joel Skilton [mailto:joel.helpfulguy@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 5:50 PM
To: Planning Zoning
Cc: David R. Wiig
Subject:
I was also wondering 1. Where in the Morris Planning and Zoning
regulations are outdoor concerts allowed? 2 What Zones are these venues

allowed?    3. Has there been any change of use applications at the newly
formed Concert Fields of South Farms?
Joel Skilton

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Joyce Woodward
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Concert Venue
Monday, February 22, 2021 6:48:22 PM

To Deciding Parties,
I live on Straits Turn Pike Lane in Morris. As do 4 of my family members whom are now all elders, We
have been part on this town since the early 1950's this town is were our roots are. This is a peaceful and
tranquil community in a country setting. Last years concerts were just way out of line. Not only did they
go late into the evenings but there was set up sound checks that started earlier in the days that turned
into 6 days a week late into the fall. At times the windows in our homes vibrated with the sound, which to
mention didn't make for a restful sleep for going to work the next day at a very high stressed job I might
add. I enjoy sleeping with my windows open to hears the natural sounds of the evenings and enjoy being
outside on the property that I pay taxes on.
With that being said this will bring in people from other towns scoping our our neighborhoods to only
bring criminal acts into our town along with the trash and excessive traffic on our country roads.
.It's hard for me to believe that the people who are in charge of maintaining the integrity of this community
will allow one person destroy its quaintness and tranquil atmosphere. This is just wrong.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joel Skilton
Planning & Zoning
Re: other town regulations
Monday, February 22, 2021 5:51:44 PM

Thank you, j
Joel Skilton
> On Feb 22, 2021, at 8:48 AM, Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
>
> Hey Joel
>
> Let me see what I have and I will email them to you.
>
> -----Original Message----> From: Joel Skilton [mailto:joel.helpfulguy@gmail.com]
> Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 10:47 AM
> To: Planning Zoning
> Cc: David R. Wiig
> Subject:
>
> ZEO Adili,
> Is it possible for you to forward the “ other Towns “ regulations that have
> been received by you for the Zoning Commission. This is something that every
> one in the State is looking into, a way to promote farms and help local
> business’.   If this is such a great idea, maybe we should really review
> what has been forwarded, possibly even been successful somewhere else.
> Thank you for your assistance in this obtaining this information.
> Joel D. Skilton
>
> Joel Skilton

From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Joel Skilton
Planning Zoning
David R. Wiig
Monday, February 22, 2021 5:50:05 PM

I was also wondering 1. Where in the Morris Planning and Zoning regulations are outdoor concerts allowed? 2
What Zones are these venues allowed?    3. Has there been any change of use applications at the newly formed
Concert Fields of South Farms?
Joel Skilton

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Laurey Weiner
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Proposed Morris Zoning and Agritourisn
Monday, February 22, 2021 4:09:53 PM

Mr. Wigg:
As a resident of Morris for 35 years, I have never been very involved with the politics and running of our town.
However; my late husband did serve as a past selectman.
I am writing to you to express my concern with Mr. Ben Paletsky desire to make E. Morris what you could only call
a “tourist destination” by offering regular evening concerts.
When Mr. Paletsky opened his land to the first concerts during the initial summer/fall, when his other outdoor
options where under covid regulations, I was not thrilled but understood his position. However; I never expected the
decibels of the noise “pollution”. The added traffic on Higbie Road heading to and from the concerts and the after
effects of trash left along the road and on my property.
Beer and soda cans, paper trash and small liquor bottles.
One of my biggest concerns along with the items I stated above is what having these continued concerts can do to
our property values. The value of my home is a large part of my retirement and I do fear that the influence of the
continual concerts will greatly jeopardize this.
I have checked what the state of CT. lists as “Agritourism”. From what I can see the term is not clearly stated,
however they do give some example of what other states define as “Agritourism” and no where does it list
“concerts”. If you go to the CT. listing of the farms that have Agritourism events..none even list concerts as an
option. Everything that is listed revolves around educating the general public about the farming community.
Our neighbors to the west have a very clear definition of what they consider “Agritourism” and theirs makes a lot of
sense.
Perhaps Morris should look towards New York state for more clairty.
Laurey Weiner
46 Higbie Rd.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Michael
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South farms
Monday, February 22, 2021 3:55:38 PM

I am writing to express my grave concerns re the concert venue at South Farms. Like many of us here in Morris I
came to enjoy the peace and tranquility of the town. All of which was destroyed last summer with the concerts and
comedy shows. I heard every drumbeat every scream. I saw the car lights snd stage lights. The constant evening
traffic. Gone was the possibility of an open window on a summer night or sitting outside with friends. In short it was
a very aggravating and disturbing time. A nightmare come true.
All for a permit that shouldn’t even been granted.
All residents of Morris should be very concerned. Not only those directly effected by South Farms. If the town
ordinance is changed all residents run the risk of a concert venue or an amusement park or whatever next door. It
will ruin Morris. And drastically reduce our property values.
I urge you to protect the peace and enjoyment of all Citizens of Morris by voting no to the proposed change. We
might all like to be taking in $1,650,000 a year in revenue but not at the expense of our neighbors.
Sincerely,
Michael Quadland
232 Benton Rd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
demodogman
Planning & Zoning
re[2]:
Saturday, February 20, 2021 3:36:40 PM

Joe
Town Hall is on an appointment only basis now. While there were in person meetings in the summer, I don't
believe that in-person meetings are being held anymore. Regardless, Planning and Zoning never went back to inperson meetings
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Joe Stack <demodogman@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <Wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 20 Feb 2021 07:57:34 -0500
Subject: Re:
  

Thanks for the update,Â I'm going to try to be on the next meeting, has there been any info or
talk on in person meetings yet?
On Fri, Feb 19, 2021, 11:06 PM David R. Wiig <Wiig@optonline.net> wrote:

Joe
Â
There isn't much new on the concerts.Â While we are having discussions on adding an Agri-Tourism regulation,
this will take a whileÂ to develop.Â It may or may notÂ provide a path for concerts.
Â
It is also possible that Ben willÂ be making a PDD application.Â That may provide a path to concerts;
however,Â there is no guarantee it will pass.Â If it were to happen, it will have to go through two separate
public hearings and subsequent approval votes.
Â
The up-comingÂ meetings are:
Â
1. Wednesday February 24th
2. Wednesday March 3rd
3. Monday March 8th.
Â
Â
It is likely that the Agri-Tourism regulation will have significant attention during the February 24th and March 8th
meeting.Â The board is still figuring outÂ how we want to proceed and are working with a Town Planner to
develop a more detailed regulation for review.Â IfÂ it is to be adopted,Â it will have to go to a public hearing
before it canÂ be voted on.Â
Â
IfÂ an Agri-Tourism regulationÂ is put in place, any use under this regulation will requireÂ a Special Exception
application.Â A Special Exception application will requireÂ a secondÂ public hearing.Â Therefore, there will be
a lot of scrutiny on anything that is implemented based on this regulation.
Â
DaveÂ
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â Joe Stack <demodogman@gmail.com>
To:Â Wiig@optonline.net
Date:Â Fri, 19 Feb 2021 18:08:14 -0500
Subject:Â
ÂÂ

Hey Dave, Joe Stack here. I've been out of the loop for a while about the concerts, can you

give me a brief run down on what's been happening. Also do you know when the next meeting
about it will be? ThanksÃ‚Â

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David Wiig
South Farms; Planning & Zoning
re: PDD Question
Thursday, February 18, 2021 6:53:49 PM
~gmA009.png
~gm6009.png
~gm7008.png

Ben
There is one other thing. As I stated at the start of our meeting last week, the additional lots are an issue as they
are currently configured. A PDD can cover multiple lots; however, all the lots involved in the PDD must be 10 acres
or more.
One note, there was a zoning amendment that was made to the PDD district. This allowed smaller properties, I
believe of 8 acres or more to be acceptable, if they adjoined a commercial district. This was done when American
Country Barns dba Harvest Moon Timber Frame got their PDD. Unfortunately, I am not seeing this in the copy of
the regulations I have. I have to follow-up with Steve on that.
Regardless, to use the smaller lots like 174 Watertown Street, they would have to be combined together to create a
lot that was properly sized. Alternatively, they would have be merged back into the primary lot. When we first
started discussing this property, I didn't realize you were using the subdivided building lots.
The other feedback is that the plan should include the following:
1. The boundaries of the zone
2. A Lot shape, size and frontage section
3. The Setbacks section
4. A section for lot coverage
5. A Building coverage section
6. Some definition of the limits for the height of structures
7. A Parking and loading section is needed to either reference the appropriate section in the regulations or define
something different specific to this zone
8. The Erosion and Sediment Control section should reference the appropriate section in the zoning regulations,
unless you want something different specific to this zone
9. A Ground Water Protection section should be added to reference the appropriate section in the zoning
regulations, unless you define something different specific to your zone
10. A section for Wetlands and Watercourses to reference the appropriate section in the zoning regulations, unless
you want something different specific to your zone
11. The Utilities and Lighting section should reference the appropriate section in the zoning regulations, unless you
want something different specific to your zone
It really should be a complete set of constraints uses on the property will operate under. On 8-11 above, if you
don't provide something specific to your zone, I would rather adhere to the standards in the zoning regulations.
To be complete, you either need to refer to that section or add your requirements.
We will be meeting on the 24th. Tony is copied. He can add this to the agenda.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 10:24:40 -0500
Subject: PDD Question
  

Hi David,

Please let me know if you have any feedback regarding the PDD draft.
I would like to have my application on the last item of the agenda for the next P&Z meeting.
Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Scott Simmons
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Agratourism / South Farms
Thursday, February 18, 2021 1:35:26 PM

Hi David,
I watched the meeting yesterday regarding Agratourism and I'd like to make a few comments and specify
our position, for the record, regarding Agratourism and South Farms Concerts. When I say we, I'm
referring to a group of us concerned neighbors.
- We understand that the Agratourism proposal is a town wide issue and not focused on South Farms
alone. We support this effort provided the regulations are very specific and tailored to each specific
activity. Our concern is that a provision allowing concerts may make it easy for Ben to apply for, and
receive, a permit to continue the same type of concert series. Or anyone else for that matter.
- We are 100% opposed to ANY concerts of that magnitude. None. We take this position because, as
was said yesterday at the meeting, there is no way to enforce any Stipulations / Regulations etc.
Especially regarding noise and traffic. Once he gets his foot in the door, controlling it would be difficult or
impossible.
- We are not the least bit opposed to Ben having the small acoustic like live music such as we've seen at
his weddings and Farmers Market.
- When considering the agratourism regulations, we really like the idea of treating each activity separately
as was suggested last night. Then crafting a specific and detailed regulation with public input.
- WE support Ben, with the exception of his concerts, and wish him success. We do not dislike him or
have any personal Vendetta against him as has been suggested on social media. We simply feel that we
should be able to live in our homes without the noise, traffic and other disruptions the concerts bring. We
also believe that an intelligent individual like Ben, can find a way to generate revenue with his farm
without annoying such a vast number of townspeople.
Thank You for Your Consideration.
Best Regards - Scott Simmons

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig; Planning & Zoning
PDD Question
Thursday, February 18, 2021 10:24:53 AM
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Hi David,
Please let me know if you have any feedback regarding the PDD draft.
I would like to have my application on the last item of the agenda for the next P&Z meeting.
Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Planning & Zoning
re: South farms
Thursday, February 18, 2021 7:26:08 AM

Chuck
The discussions on the Agri-Tourism regulation is not for southFARMS. It is for a town-wide regulation that would
impact any property that falls under the definition that is agreed upon in the regulation that we are considering.
While the initial suggestion does appear to be tailored to Ben's use from last year; however, it is not necessarily
what will be eventually agreed to, if we decide to adopt an Agri-Tourism regulation.
Geoff has already been recusing himself on southFARMS matters. It could also be argued that he should recuse
himself because he has Farmland 490 property. Regardless, this would not apply to him alone either because this
regulation will be adopted for the town as a while, not a specific piece of property.
The board without input from Geoff decided that Agri-Tourism was an initiative that we wanted to purse. This was
document by the inclusion of Agri-Tourism our Town Plan. This is the reason that we are pursing an Agri-Tourism
regulation
We are contracting with the Northwest Council of Governments for their planning services to develop this
regulation. I would argue that the fact that Ben wants to do events on his property like what he did last year
warrants the board to make a proper assessment of Agri-Tourism. If we decide the town needs an Agri-Tourism
regulations, we need regulations to ensure what landowners do is sustainable, good for the town and that we can
properly enforce the regulation if we implement it. That means we need regulations that are written by a
professional an tailored by the board to allow for what will work for a town like Morris.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 2021 01:04:46 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: South farms
  

David , Could you kindly explain why you have not requested that Geoff Paletsky
recuse himself in all South Farms matters. It's an obvious conflict of interest, more so
since he asked to join the zoning commission at the same time as the complaints
started regarding south farms . Thanks chuck aleksinas

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Gary DellaRocco
Planning & Zoning
re: proposed zoning changes in Morris
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 9:43:36 AM

Gary
There are calls scheduled for 2/17 and 2/24. Please e-mail PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.Com to request
notice of Planning and Zoning meetings. That will add you to list of people who get noticed of all Planning and
Zoning meetings.
The request is good for a year. After a year, if you still want notice, you must submit the request again. We do not
provide notice based on specific agenda items.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Gary DellaRocco <garydell123@gmail.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Wed, 17 Feb 2021 09:29:50 -0500
SUBJECT:   proposed zoning changes in Morris
Hi David,
I was recently made aware of proposed zoning changes to accomodate the continued outdoor concerts on Paletsky’s
property and I am emailing you to voice my concern over this. I am not in favor of the concert venue in our town
mainly due to noise and traffic concerns among other things. I understand there is a zoom call on 2/24 to discuss
this situation and I would like to attend the meeting. Can you please send me the link to the meeting?   
Thank you for your assistance.
Best,
Gary DellaRocco
104 South Street
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
Agri-tourism E-mails
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 7:57:40 PM

Tony
Please set the Agri-tourism e-mails aside. We will need to compile the should we ever go to a public hearing on the
matter. You can have them added to the current agenda too; however, they should all be presented at any public
hearing we have.
The first thought would be that anything specifically about southFARMS does not apply. We may want to confirm
that with Steve Byrne. While southFARMS could benefit from an Agri-tourism regulation, the Agri-tourism
regulation is for the town as a whole, not southFARMS. Also, the southFARMS e-mails would apply to any
application southFARMS would make under an Agri-tourism regulation or a PDD application. That is what they are
to be saved for.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Wiig, Dave
Planning & Zoning; Ben Paletsky; wiig@optonline.net; adilijeton@yahoo.com
RE: re[4]: Meeting
Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:05:19 AM
image011.png
image012.png
image013.png
image014.png
image015.png
image016.png
image017.png
image018.png
image019.png
image020.png
image021.png
image022.png
image023.png
image024.png
image025.png
image026.png

Ben and Tony
Tomorrow at Ben’s office is fine with me. I’d rather take it easy on Saturday morning.
Dave

Dave Wiig
Senior Consulting Specialist
Dave.Wiig@DocuWare.com
Phone: +1 (203) 494-7218 | Mobile: +1 (203) 494-7218
DocuWare Corporation | 4 Crotty Lane, Suite 200 | New Windsor, NY 12553

  

   

This message and its contents are confidential. If you received this transmission in error, please
inform us immediately and then delete it.

From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:54 AM
To: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>; Wiig, Dave <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>;
wiig@optonline.net; adilijeton@yahoo.com
Subject: RE: re[4]: Meeting
Hey,
Its up to Dave, if not we can try Saturday at 8:30 am at the Townhall. I don’t mind meeting at the

barn at 8:30. I added my personal email to this so I can keep up because I will be leaving the office at
10:00 am.
Thanks You.
From: Ben Paletsky [mailto:bpaletsky@southfarms.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:41 AM
To: Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com; wiig@optonline.net
Subject: Re: re[4]: Meeting

If you guys want, we could meet at the barn at that time?
-B

From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 9:10 AM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Dave Wiig <dave.wiig@docuware.com>,
David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Subject: RE: re[4]: Meeting
Dave and Ben,
I forgot the Townhall is closed tomorrow for Lincolns birthday, we may have to push this meeting
back. Or we could meet at a different time next week.
Thank You, Tony Adili ZEO
From: Ben Paletsky [mailto:bpaletsky@southfarms.org]
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 11:19 PM
To: David R. Wiig; Wiig, Dave; Planning & Zoning
Subject: Re: re[4]: Meeting

Thx!

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 11:02 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Dave Wiig <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[4]: Meeting
Ben
No, there is a later approved document from 2020. It is attached.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message -----------------------

  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Wed, 10 Feb 2021 22:43:40 -0500
Subject: Re: re[2]: Meeting
  

Guys,

Also, can you confirm this attachment is the latest P&Z regulations? Thx!
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: Dave Wiig <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 7:21 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: re[2]: Meeting
Ben
We can meet at the Town Hall. Tony and I discussed this today. He says we can meet in the
downstairs conference room by the Zoning office.
Dave

David R. Wiig
Senior Consulting Specialist
Dave.Wiig@DocuWare.com
Mobile 203-494-7218
DocuWare Corporation | 4 Crotty Lane | New Windsor, NY 12553

  

   

This message and its contents are confidential. If you received this transmission in error,
please inform us immediately and then delete it.
Sent from a phone

-------- Original message -------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
Date: 2/10/21 10:42 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>
Subject: Re: re[2]: Meeting
Friday at 8:30a works. Did you want me to set up a call time, or just meet at the town hall? Thanks!
-B

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 10:30 AM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Dave Wiig <dave.wiig@docuware.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting
Ben and Tony
Friday is better for me at that time. On Thursday, I have a hard stop at 9:30 at the moment.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, <dave.wiig@docuware.com>,
<wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 10 Feb 2021 10:16:03 -0500
Subject: Re: Meeting
  

Does 8:30 or 9:00am work for you on Thursday or Friday?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 9:09 AM
To: Dave Wiig <dave.wiig@docuware.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>, Benjamin
Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
Subject: Meeting
Hi Dave and Ben,
I figured I would email us instead of through text to pick a time to speak about how you are looking
to move forward. For me mornings are good the next 10 days and Wednesdays are the best.
Thank You, Tony Adili

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jim McDonald
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Live Music Venue
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 9:41:38 PM

Hello Town Of Morris P&Z,
I am writing to you to express my support for the South Farms's, Twilight Concerts On The Farm music
venue, which has hosted live music concerts on their property in Morris.
Considering the trying times that we are currently living in, in regards to the pandemic that has intruded
into our society, the ability to safely see live music at a time when all other live music options are closed is
a great benefit to your town.
I wish to thank you for your consideration of allowing South Farms to continue offering live music events
at their property in Morris.
It is my opinion that the quality of musicians that South Farms brings to Litchfield County will result in
benefits to local businesses in the greater Litchfield area.
It is my hope that the Town Of Morris and it's Planning and Zoning executives will decide to allow South
Farms to continue their live music offerings in 2021 and into the future.
I am happy to provide my contact information if you wish to contact me directly to discuss this topic in
more detail.
Thank you,
jim
Jim McDonald
511 Hard Hill Road S.
Bethlehem, CT 06751
Cell: 203.313.1527
Email: jimmcd1111@aim.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Janell Mullen
Planning & Zoning
Jocelyn Ayer; dave.wiig@docuware.com
Re: Paletsky Regulation Suggestions
Thursday, February 04, 2021 2:01:44 PM

Hi Dave and Tony,
Although I do not have time to get too involved before your February 8th meeting, I
would use Ben Paletsky's proposal as a starting place to begin the Commission
discussion around Agritourism. A good place to start is always at the definition of
the use. The topic of Agritourism has been on recent agendas of the Town of Kent
and the Town of Roxbury within our region.  
I haven't seen your agenda for Monday, Feb 8th, but if I may, I would suggest using
the meeting as an opportunity to fine-tune the regulations that addresses solar and
then we can have a broader discussion around Agritourism at the Feb 17th
meeting.  
I am currently working with two other towns Planning and Zoning Commissions
within the NHCOG and would have the capacity to further assist Morris P&Z with a
limited scope of work should you wish to go that route. If technical planning
assistance is something the Morris P&Z wishes to pursue, the February 8th meeting
could be the perfect time to define the scope of services needed. On the
conference call Dave mentioned that he isn't really looking to overhaul the
regulations, but fine tune a few elements. If you do need further involvement it
would be helpful to target what those needs are before I attend a meeting with the
Commission.
Please let me know how the meeting goes on Monday. If you have further questions
for me or Jocelyn, just let us know.
Best,
Janell
On Wed, Feb 3, 2021 at 11:37 AM Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

From: Janell Mullen [mailto:jmullen@northwesthillscog.org]
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Morris ZEO
Cc: Jocelyn Ayer; wiig@optonline.net
Subject: Paletsky Regulation Suggestions

Hi Tony,

Thanks for your time today. If you can send over the document that Ben sent you

regarding Agri-tourism so that I can have a look, that would be great.

Thanks,
Janell

-JANELL

MULLEN

Regional Planner
Northwest Hills Council of Governments
59 Torrington Road
Goshen, CT 06756
Phone: (860) 491-9884

--

JANELL MULLEN
Regional Planner
Northwest Hills Council of Governments
59 Torrington Road
Goshen, CT 06756
Phone: (860) 491-9884

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Janell Mullen
Morris ZEO
Jocelyn Ayer; wiig@optonline.net
Paletsky Regulation Suggestions
Wednesday, February 03, 2021 10:49:59 AM

Hi Tony,
Thanks for your time today. If you can send over the document that Ben sent you
regarding Agri-tourism so that I can have a look, that would be great.
Thanks,
Janell
--

JANELL MULLEN
Regional Planner
Northwest Hills Council of Governments
59 Torrington Road
Goshen, CT 06756
Phone: (860) 491-9884

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jocelyn Ayer
David Wiig; Morris ZEO; Janell Mullen
Re: re[2]: Planning
Friday, January 29, 2021 10:29:40 AM

Hi Dave, We'd be happy to talk with you about how we could assist with agritourism regs and
solar regs, we do have experience with how some of Morris's neighboring towns have been
dealing with these issues. I would like to bring Janell into the conversation. She is my coworker here at NHCOG who is providing professional planning assistance to Cornwall P&Z
and Falls Village P&Z right now. She'd likely be the one to assist you with this. She and I
could Zoom with you and Tony at 10am next Tuesday (Feb. 2) or Wednesday (feb.3) if that
could work for you so you can meet Janell and we can discuss options for how to proceed. Let
us know if you are available then and we can send you a Zoom invite. Best, Jocelyn
Jocelyn Ayer
Community & Economic Development Director
Northwest Hills Council of Governments
office: 860-491-9884
email: jayer@northwesthillscog.org
website: www.northwesthillscog.org

On Thu, Jan 28, 2021 at 10:16 PM David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Jocelyn

We are looking at this from the perspective of two situations that are pressing us to make zoning changes.
There are compelling reasons to do this. Additionally, these proposals are consistent with the proposed
Town Plan of Conservation and Development.
The situations are as follows:
1. Ben Paletsky sent a proposed Agritourism regulation. This would add a new Special Exception use for
Agritourism. It is a loaded proposal as he feels it is a way to get the outdoor event venue he desires.
Regardless, the concept is something we need to take a serious look at. Not that it will bring Ben what he
wants; however, if done right it could help the town.
2. There is an application for a solar installation on the property by the town dump. This could bring revenue
to the town. The issue is that require a solar use to be accessory to the primary use and that it provide
energy predominantly for the existing use on the property. The solar installation would be accessory to the
town transfer station/dump; however, there is little need for the power the solar array would provide. The
power would be for Hartford.
The latter may be a moot point. We may be able to add a waiver to the regulation if the properly is a
municipal properly. I am checking with Steve Byrne on this matter.
We can schedule a Zoom. Please send out some proposed times. We can schedule something accordingly.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Jocelyn Ayer <jayer@northwesthillscog.org>
To: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Thu, 28 Jan 2021 12:02:58 -0500
Subject: Re: Planning
  

Hi Tony (and Dave), My apologiesÂ for my delayed response on this but I was trying to
figure out if we could move other meetings we had previously scheduledÂ to make your

Feb. 8th meeting.Â At this point it doesn't look like it will be possible for Janell and I to
attend your Feb. 8th meeting.Â Could we jump on a quick Zoom call (we can host) the four
of us sometime prior to Feb. 8th so we can get a clearer understanding of the planning
services you areÂ looking for? We're currently assisting 8 towns with town housing plans at
theÂ moment so we have a lot of night meetings.Â If you could throw out a couple
dates/time that you can both be available for a 30 minute Zoom we'll set it up.
Thanks, Jocelyn
Jocelyn
Ayer
Community & Economic Development Director
Northwest Hills Council of Governments
office: 860-491-9884
email: jayer@northwesthillscog.org
website: www.northwesthillscog.org

On Fri, Jan 15, 2021 at 9:53 AM Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
Hi Jocelyn
Â
I would like to invite you to our February 8th meeting to discuss planning services
provided by NWCOG. Also please invite the planner for COG as well so we can see what
they have to say and so we can approve them to be our planner. We have plenty of budget
money for a planner so please let me know if you can attend.
Â
Thank You, Tony Adili Â ZEO Town of Morris Ct

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
re: FW: [EXTERNAL] Preliminary Agenda
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:26:29 PM

Jeton
It was not a public hearing. The board is still trying to figure out what we are doing with it. Beyond the input from
Ben, any additional public comment should wait for a time when there is more definition on what will be
proposed. Generally, this will happen in the Public Hearing we have on the matter.
Dave
P. S. Where is our preliminary agenda?

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 27 Jan 2021 10:07:06 -0500
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Preliminary Agenda
  

Â
Â

From: Klusak, Aneta [mailto:klusaka@brookfieldps.org]
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Planning & Zoning
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Preliminary Agenda

Â
Thank you for the link!
I have a quick question - at the last meeting, I got the impression that the public could only
comment during the "public comment on non-agenda item" portion. When exactly is a member
of the public allowed to comment on something that IS on the agenda? I did not get the sense
that I could raise my hand during agenda items.
Â
Thanks for clarifying!
Â
On Wed, Jan 27, 2021 at 8:45 AM Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84955245825?pwd=cjNtNjYvTXdCajFtZldaZ1hNNGRNdz09
Â

1/26/2021
To: The members of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
It has come to our attention that adjustments to the Morris zoning regulations are being discussed and
that such changes would allow for the permanent operation of large-scale concert venues in our town.
We are strongly opposed to any such changes, and we would like to take this opportunity to share our
grave concerns regarding the continued operation of the South Farms concert venue:
•

•

•

•

•

We all know this venue should never have been allowed to operate under the Governor’s
COVID-19 emergency order, as it did not fit the criteria. It should never have been represented
by Ben Paletsky as meeting those guidelines nor should it have been approved by our Zoning
Enforcement Official. By misrepresenting how his intended activities at South Farms allegedly fit
within the COVID-19 guidelines, one individual took advantage of a worldwide pandemic for his
own personal gain at the expense of the entire community. This cannot be allowed to continue.
A cease and desist order is in place and should remain so. This venue should never reopen, nor
should any operation like it be approved in the town of Morris.
This venue and its loud music and comedy shows made it necessary at times for us to wear
noise cancelling headphones inside our own home, as we could still hear the amplification from
the venue despite having all of our doors and windows shut. On several occasions, we were
forced to leave our home on weekends to find a way to get away from the loud music and
comedy shows. During this pandemic, the only “safe” place we had was our home. The loud
events at South Farms ripped even this away from us, as we could no longer eat dinner on our
back porch or spend any time outdoors most evenings for several months without being
accosted by the noise from this venue. We cannot imagine how much more difficult it has been
for those living even closer to the site.
We bought a home in Morris to get out of the city and enjoyed the rural character of the town.
We do not want to live in a town where concerts/comedy shows that were intended to occur in
the city of New Haven are brought to our doorstep. Music tours like “Heroin and Helicopters”
and vulgar comedy shows are not welcome here.
It is imperative that the Planning and Zoning Commission not amend our Town’s current zoning
regulations just to accommodate Ben Paletsky. Changes to our zoning regulations to allow for
the continued operation of this venue would be fundamentally in conflict with the Morris Plan
of Conservation and Development – both the adopted document from 2009 and the draft
update from 2020. Both versions of the Plan focus on the critical importance of maintaining the
rural character of our town. The draft 2020 update notes that “Rural Character was the number
one reason that respondents to the Town Plan Survey listed for choosing to live in Morris.”
Please listen to the residents! This concert venue is completely out of line with prioritizing and
preserving the rural character that the residents treasure.
Both versions of the Plan of Conservation and Development also note the value of scenic roads
and discuss the need to protect land along them. Numerous roads surrounding the South Farms
concert venue are identified as having “scenic road qualifications.” These roads include:
Anderson Road, Benton Road, Higbie Road, and Route 63. Continued operation of the South
Farms concert venue is, again, in conflict with these stated goals and priorities of our Plan of
Conservation and Development.

•

•

•

•

The Planning and Zoning Commission has a responsibility to enact and enforce regulations that
are consistent with the Plan of Conservation and Development and protect the lifestyle and
property values of Morris residents. We implore you not to bend to the whim of a single
businessman at the expense of town resident tax payers, so many of whom have given years of
service to the schools, athletic leagues, Girl Scouts, and the town itself. The priority should be
the betterment of the Town as a whole, not the betterment of one resident’s business.
We did talk with Ben twice about turning down the volume of the concerts and comedy shows.
Following both conversations, Ben assured us he would lower the volume, but unfortunately, he
did not honor this promise either time. As a matter of fact, several future events were even
louder than the ones we discussed with him.
In addition to the intolerable noise levels, the loitering, littering, and traffic this venue has
brought to town is unacceptable. Many of the concert goers are not even from this area, so
while they may enjoy attending an event, it is the residents of Morris who are forced to bear the
brunt of the negative impacts. This is not right, and it cannot be allowed to continue.
On numerous occasions, we have seen individuals walking along Route 63 and climbing over the
rock wall along the roadway to access the South Farms venue. This is very unsafe given the
speed and volume of cars on Route 63, along with the relatively narrow shoulders and limited
lighting. This is an accident waiting to happen, and Ben Paletsky and the Planning and Zoning
Commission will be complicit in any such accident if this activity continues to happen as a result
of ongoing concerts at South Farms.
We ask the Planning and Zoning Commission to do the right and responsible thing by denying
any application or zoning change that would allow for a concert venue or any similar use to take
hold in Morris. We also ask that you be sure that those making decisions are acting in the best
interest of all town residents and do not have a conflict of interest. We have seen too much
attention be given to the voices of individuals who are not from Morris, so we implore you to
focus on the voices of residents instead. We love our town, and we cannot stand the thought of
watching its character be degraded by the continued use of South Farms as a concert venue.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
David & Joan Seabury
27 Watertown Rd.
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

joan seabury
Planning & Zoning
Re: Noise
Monday, January 25, 2021 9:12:08 AM

Thank you
On Jan 25, 2021, at 8:40 AM, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:


The women who had brought up that point was somewhat misinformed because that
was provided by the liquor department and not our department. After she mentioned
that we asked her to provide evidence and she had provided us with the liquor permit I
think from the state website. I am not sure, but the music is supposed to be accessory
to whatever activity is happening and potentially can be permitted either way. If there
is anything else you need let me know.
From: joan seabury [mailto:j_oceanberry@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 8:35 AM
To: Planning & Zoning
Cc: 1st Selectman
Subject: Re: Noise

Thank you. It was brought up in a P&Z meeting a few months back that the permit for
the Barn was for non amplified music. So, that individual was incorrect according to
your records?
Does it say anything about the music needing to be indoors or is it permitted outdoors
as well?
I appreciate you looking into this.
Joan Seabury

On Jan 25, 2021, at 8:16 AM, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Hi Joan,
On previous applications there was nothing that states in the approval
about amplified music. The only thing that discusses amplified music is in
the liquor license that was filed with the state. Zoning only issue with

noise follows the Town of Morris Noise Ordinance and how music needs
to be turned off at a reasonable time which is 11 pm as to not disturb the
neighbors. I searched the minutes previously and the approval from
zoning did not mention it. If there is anything else I can provide you with
please let me know.
Thank You, Tony Adili ZEO

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

joan seabury
Planning & Zoning
1st Selectman
Re: Noise
Monday, January 25, 2021 8:35:16 AM

Thank you. It was brought up in a P&Z meeting a few months back that the permit for the
Barn was for non amplified music. So, that individual was incorrect according to your
records?
Does it say anything about the music needing to be indoors or is it permitted outdoors as well?
I appreciate you looking into this.
Joan Seabury

On Jan 25, 2021, at 8:16 AM, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:


Hi Joan,
On previous applications there was nothing that states in the approval about amplified
music. The only thing that discusses amplified music is in the liquor license that was
filed with the state. Zoning only issue with noise follows the Town of Morris Noise
Ordinance and how music needs to be turned off at a reasonable time which is 11 pm
as to not disturb the neighbors. I searched the minutes previously and the approval
from zoning did not mention it. If there is anything else I can provide you with please
let me know.
Thank You, Tony Adili ZEO

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning
Re: Agneda for monday
Friday, January 08, 2021 4:09:51 PM

Hi Tony,
Why were these people cc’d on this email regarding agri-tourism?
-B

From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Friday, January 8, 2021 at 8:49 AM
To: <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>, <klusakA@brookfieldps.org>, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>,
<the427king@yahoo.com>, <linda.mcmaster.65@gmail.com>, <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
Subject: Agneda for monday

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85412251853?pwd=Q3hrdXlCdW9DOTF6eE04aStGQ3FlZz09

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
Planning & Zoning
RE: Agneda for monday
Friday, January 08, 2021 9:32:26 AM

Did something happen last meeting w the amendment for Ben?

Sent from my Galaxy

-------- Original message -------From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 1/8/21 8:49 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net, klusakA@brookfieldps.org, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>, Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>,
the427king@yahoo.com, linda.mcmaster.65@gmail.com, scottquiethills@yahoo.com
Subject: Agneda for monday
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85412251853?pwd=Q3hrdXlCdW9DOTF6eE04aStGQ3FlZz09

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Scott Simmons
Planning & Zoning
Re: Agenda for December 14
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 10:17:57 AM

Ok tony thanks,
I did attend the zoom last night but I had to scramble to find someone with the link. It can’t be
copied from the website. So please do send me an email in advance for meetings regarding SF
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 15, 2020, at 8:37 AM, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:


Hey Scott. I do not have the email available from home. South Farms was on the
agenda, but there were no discussions on it. The agrotourism will be discussed on
January 11th and you will receive in email for that meeting.
Thank You, Tony Adili
From: Scott Simmons [mailto:scottquiethills@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 6:22 PM
To: Planning & Zoning
Subject: Re: Agenda for December 14
please send me the link for this evenings meeting

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ron
Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning; David R. Wiig
Re: Farm / Agritourism Info
Thursday, December 10, 2020 1:05:33 PM

Thank you Eileen.
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Morris-CT/planning-zoningcommission/documents/regulations/10420/2020-1106.P&Z.Proposed%20Morris%20Zoning%20Regulations.pdf
On Thursday, December 10, 2020, 1:00:25 PM EST, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
wrote:
Hi Ron- please see the document on the Towns website under P&Z dated 11/6/2020 entitled “Proposed
Morris Zoning Regulations”. My understanding is that was from Ben Paletsky. If you scroll down further
into December 2020, I believe Attorney Byrnes gave an opinion.
Thanks, Eileen
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 10, 2020, at 12:02 PM, Ron <offlineronny@yahoo.com> wrote:


Hi. I don't think I got any documents showing what Ben Paletsky was proposing for changes
to the Zoning Regulations in last weeks meeting (Dec. 2, 2020).
Could all board members get a copy of the proposed zoning amendment he submitted
regarding farm and agritourism, so we can discuss in upcoming meetings.
Also, can we get any info that last weeks guest, Joan Nichols of Connecticut Farm Bureau
(CFBA) may have sent along for our pleasure and what other town's are doing with regards
to agritourism.
Thanks!
Ron

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

JoanN
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
agritourism regulations and resources
Thursday, December 03, 2020 11:41:42 AM
Agritourism Zoning Regs 9-18.docx
Considerations for CT Agritourism.docx
CL Agritourism.pdf
Agritourism FCE report 7-2018.docx
Agritourism forum Goshen.PNG

Dear Morris Planning and Zoning Commission,
Thank you for the opportunity to speak at last night’s meeting. Attached are 5 documents.
A couple of years ago, CFBA received a Farm Viability grant from the CT Dept. of Agriculture to assist
towns in developing ag. friendly zoning regulations and other initiatives to support local agriculture. As
part of that grant I prepared the attached materials and did a number of presentations in collaboration
with Farm Credit East. I attached the flyer of the program that was held in Goshen at the invitation of
the NHCOG when we were doing that outreach.
On the 2nd page of the Word document “Considerations for CT Agritourism” is a link to the VT website.
While VT law differs from CT there is still some valuable information here.
I welcome the opportunity to be a resource to you and the Morris farmers in the development of these
regulations.
Sincerely,

Joan Nichols
Executive Director
Connecticut Farm Bureau Association
78 Beaver Rd. Suite 2A
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Cell: 860 951-2791
Office: 860 768-1100
joann@cfba.org
www.cfba.org

AGRITOURISM
Chris Laughton
Director of Knowledge
Exchange

Agritourism - Defined
• “Any agriculturally-based
operation or activity that brings
visitors to a farm or ranch”
• Does it include any farmbased retail?
• Or only those which offer
“experiences”?

Agritourism - Defined
• Broad range of business
models – from the “dude
ranch” to the “farm stand”
• Range from explicitly
selling the experience of
the farm, to primarily
selling retail goods, with
the farm as part of the
atmosphere.

Agritourism - Challenges
• Can push the boundaries
of what some consider
“agriculture”
• Neighbor and communitybased conflicts can arise
• Agritourism revenue
important for viability and
can exceed production
revenue
• Challenge for
municipalities

Agritourism - Challenges
• Health and safety of
visitors
• Children and animals a
particular challenge
• Visitors often unfamiliar
with farm hazards
• Sometimes bad things
happen…

Agritourism – Economic Impact
• Direct agritourism
revenue: $16.2M
• Direct-to-Consumer farm
sales: $75.2M
• Total: $91.4M
• 750-814 jobs estimated

• Much of the impact
unquantifiable

Agritourism – Economic Impact
• Overall Ag impact:
• $4.1B to the CT state
economy
• 21,000 jobs
• In a state like CT, hard to
draw the line between
“agriculture” and
“agritourism”

Source: Chase, L. C., Stewart,
M., Schilling, B., Smith, B., &
Walk, M. (2018). Agritourism: Toward a conceptual
framework for industry
analysis. Journal of
Agriculture, Food Systems,
and Community
Development, 8(1), 13–19.

Source: USDA Census of Agriculture

Agritourism – Intangible Impact
• Travel and Tourism
spillover
• Reconnects public with
agriculture
• Increases local food
connections
• Land stewardship
• Recreation
• Farm viability

Agritourism – Conclusion
• In some suburban /
transitional areas,
agriculture would not
exist without
agritourism
• For many people, this
is their only remaining
connection to
agriculture

Q&A / Discussion

Chris Laughton
Farm Credit East
Chris.Laughton@FarmCreditEast.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Pires, Philip C.
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
Letter in Opposition to Proposed “agro-tourism” Amendment to the Zoning Regulations
Wednesday, December 02, 2020 1:02:39 PM
2020-12-02 Letter to Morris P&Z in Opposition to Regulation Amendment.pdf

Dear Chairman Wiig and Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission:
Please see attached my letter for your consideration in connection with this item on tonight’s
agenda.
Philip C. Pires | Principal | Cohen and Wolf, P.C.
1115 Broad Street | Bridgeport, CT 06604 | P: 203.337.4122
ppires@cohenandwolf.com | www.cohenandwolf.com | Bio
This message is being sent by a lawyer. It is intended for the exclusive use of the individual or entity
that is the named addressee and may contain information that is privileged or confidential or
otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the named addressee, you are not authorized to
read, print, retain, copy or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this
message in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, or by telephone (203-368-0211), discard
any paper copies and delete all electronic files of the message.
WARNING: FRAUD ALERT. If you receive an e-mail appearing to be from this office which requests
that you wire or otherwise transfer funds to any party, you must confirm the request and any
corresponding instructions via telephone before you initiate any wire or other transfer. Hackers are
targeting e-mails of law firms and other businesses in attempts to initiate fraudulent wire or other
transfer requests. PLEASE CONFIRM BY CALLING THE ORIGINATOR OF THE EMAIL, USING
PREVIOUSLY KNOWN CONTACT INFORMATION, PRIOR TO WIRING OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERRING
FUNDS.

PHILIP C. PIRES
Please Reply To Bridgeport
Writer's Direct Dial: (203) 337-4122
E-Mail: ppires@cohenandwolf.com

December 2, 2020
VIA E-MAIL (planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com and wiig@optonline.net)
David Wiig, Chairman
Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
Community Hall
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763

Re:

Opposition to proposed “agro-tourism” amendment to the Zoning Regulations
(the “Proposed Amendment”)

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission:
This law firm represents concerned citizens of the Town of Morris who reside near South
Farms. We wish to express our strong opposition to the Proposed Amendment.
Although no one has filed any application to amend the zoning regulations, we presume
that South Farms is the proponent of the Proposed Amendment. The Proposed Amendment
proposes to add “agritourism” as a special exception use in Residential-40 and Residential-60
Districts. Under the Proposed Amendment, “agritourism” is broadly defined to include festivals
and concerts. The obvious purpose of the Proposed Amendment is to allow South Farms to
legalize its previously illegal operation of a large-scale outdoor concert venue. The large-scale
outdoor concerts at South Farms have caused great disruption and nuisance to the nearby
neighbors, and the Proposed Amendment is wholly inconsistent with the character of the Town
as a quiet, rural community. This Proposed Amendment must be rejected for several reasons.
First, the Amendment is invalid because it constitutes impermissible spot zoning in that it
was proposed to serve the needs of a particular property owner (i.e., South Farms) rather than the
needs of the community as a whole. The South Farms property is also the only apparent property
that would benefit from the establishment of a large-scale outdoor concert venue use. “The vice
of spot zoning lies in the fact that it singles out for special treatment a lot or a small area in a way
that does not further such a [comprehensive plan].” Gaida v. Planning and Zoning Com’n of
1115 Broad Street
PO Box 1821
Bridgeport, CT 06601-1821
Tel: (203) 368-0211

158 Deer Hill Avenue
Danbury, CT 06810
Tel: (203) 792-2771

320 Post Road West
Westport, CT 06880
Tel: (203) 222-1034
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City of Shelton, 108 Conn. App. 19, 32, cert. denied, 289 Conn. 922 (2008). (alteration in
original). “The highest and best use of any particular parcel is not a controlling purpose of
zoning, nor is the maximum possible enrichment of a particular landowner.” Daimick v.
Planning and Zoning Com’n of Town of Southington, 158 Conn. 78, 83 (1969). Accordingly,
the Proposed Amendment is classic spot zoning and must be rejected by the Commission.
Second, the Amendment should be rejected because it is inconsistent with the Town’s
zoning plan as contained in the Town’s Zoning Regulations and existing Plan of Conservation
and Development. For a regulation amendment to be valid under Connecticut General Statutes §
8-3(b), it must be consistent with the Town’s zoning plan. The primary “guiding theme” in the
existing Plan of Conservation and Development is to “retain Town’s rural scenic quality and
village centers.” 2009 POCD at p. 8. The Plan of Conservation and Development repeatedly
emphasizes preservation of the Town’s significant rural character, protection of its vital
resources, and maintenance of its traditional New England-style village centers. The Plan of
Conservation and Development encourages opportunities for businesses that are “compatible
with the Morris rural landscape including business uses in village centers, home-based
businesses, and planned development opportunities primarily on major highways.” 2009 POCD
at p. 9. None of these guideposts support the establishment of a new outdoor concert venue
use in residential districts.
These same themes are reconfirmed in the Town’s 2020 draft of the Plan of Conservation
and Development. Highlights of the 2020 draft include:
“Rural character was the number one reason that respondents to the Town Plan
survey listed for choosing to live in Morris.” 2020 Draft POCD at p. 8. “
“The key physical elements of Morris’s rural character are the views & vistas of
open farmland, water bodies, ridgelines & historic centers, especially seen from
the Town’s many scenic roads. The Plan should identify & focus on the
protection of these key rural features for the future generations of Morris.”
2020 Draft POCD at p. 8 (boldface in original).
“79% of respondents to the Town Plan survey agreed that the Town should
support and encourage home-based businesses and telecommuting
residents.” 2020 Draft POCD at p. 11 (boldface in original).
Most notably, the 2020 draft POCD is devoid of any reference to the Town’s need to encourage
the establishment of large-scale outdoor concert venues.
Moreover, the Proposed Amendment is grossly inconsistent with the existing R-40 and
R-60 Districts and would result in the significant intensification of land use of the South Farms
property. The R-40 District is a residential zone with a minimum lot area of 40,000 square feet,
while the R-60 District has a minimum lot area of 60,000 square feet. The uses allowed in the
two districts are the same. The permitted uses are strictly limited to single-family dwellings,
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home offices of convenience, schools, parks, playgrounds, open space, farms, and daycare. The
uses currently permitted under special exceptions are accessory apartments, roadside stands for
display and sale of farm products grown on the premises, convalescent homes, private hospitals,
churches or places of worship, schools, libraries, cemeteries, bed and breakfasts, antique shops,
summer day camps, public utility and water supply uses, and Town-sponsored multi-family
housing. The uses of the R-40 and R-60 Districts are extremely limited, and the addition of
an outdoor concert venue use is far beyond the uses contemplated by these districts and
grossly inconsistent with the Town’s zoning plan.
For the foregoing reasons, the concerned citizens of the Town of Morris urge the
Commission to reject the Proposed Amendment.
Very truly yours,

Philip C. Pires
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Subject :
Date
:
Linked to :
From
:
To
:

Re: Zone Change Proposal
Tue, 10 Nov 2020 11:13:00 -0500
Steve Byrne (Jeton Adili)
Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>

Dave
Anyone can file for a zone change.Â However, they need to have an interest in the property that is
subject to re-zoning or have written permission from the property owners.
The exception to this is that the Commission can amend its regulations w/o any property interest.
Of course, a person can always file a request or petition with the Commission, but this is not the same as
an application and it can be ignored.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential attorneyclient communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader of this message,
regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly
prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files
transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the
sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Mon, Nov 9, 2020 at 4:43 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
If a citizen asks us to consider a change in Zoning regulations, are we required to consider it?Â I
believe we would be required to do this, only if a petition with multiple people signing onto it was
received.Â Is that correct and is there a magic number ofÂ peopleÂ who have sign onto the petition
Dave
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Subject :
Date
:
Linked to :
From
:
To
:

Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:00 -0500
Steve Byrne (Jeton Adili)
Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>

Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.Â The language you cite is from
Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.Â The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic
production and musical productions.Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical productions are
not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic, I don't know
of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to outdoor concerts/events.Â I have attached the
Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from TAHD.Â Basically, it
eliminated its own noise regulations.Â However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which
will enforce by relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise except that noise must
be reasonable after 11 pm.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential attorneyclient communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader of this message,
regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly
prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files
transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the
sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor concerts.Â They
added a stage for this purpose.Â He already has a commercial use there; however, with the new
structure he needs a site plan review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that reads:

about:blank

12/1/2020
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Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.Â It potentially leaves wiggle room for
dramatic and musical productions to be outdoors.Â Regardless, how do you interpret this line?Â
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?Â TAHD will accept complaints; however,
they have rescinded their prior rules on noise.Â What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

about:blank

12/1/2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Wiig@optonline.net
hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net
Planning & Zoning
re:
Tuesday, December 01, 2020 10:15:38 PM

Helen
This message may have been lost in the shuffle. There is no excuse. Regardless, you will be added to a list of
people who want notice on these matters.
We do have a meeting on Wednesday December 2nd at 7 PM. A proposal submitted by Ben Paletsky to change
the zoning regulations to add a Special Exception use for Agritourism is on the agenda. southFARMS is also on
the agenda and will be for most meetings while we have an open Cease and Desist order.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: <hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 27 Oct 2020 22:21:54 +0000
Subject:
  

Hello,

Please notify me of all meetings, correspondence to and from:
- SouthFarms
-Twilight concerts
- Ben Paletsky
Thank you!
Helen White
Sent from Windows Mail

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Aneta Klusak
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Scheduled meeting question
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:56:18 PM

Aneta
The Agritourism proposal will be on the agenda for the meeting on Wednesday December 2nd.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 23 Nov 2020 10:28:55 -0500
Subject: Scheduled meeting question
  

Hello Mr. Wiig!

Could you please remind me which date the P&Z chose to continue discussion around the
agritourism proposal Mr. Palestky submitted? I rememberÂ you saying it would be at the start of
December, but I forgot which day specifically.Â
Thank you!
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Scott Simmons
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: South Farms next meeting
Monday, November 23, 2020 8:00:57 PM

Scott
The Agritourism regulation will be on the agenda for the Wednesday December 2nd meeting.  
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Mon, 23 Nov 2020 09:09:30 -0500
SUBJECT:   South Farms next meeting
David,
When is the next South Farms meeting when Ben’s proposal will be discussed? I’m thinking it’s December 3ard, is
that correct?
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: South farms
Saturday, November 14, 2020 11:26:21 PM

Chuck
Thank you for your input. This will be added to the record. As for the noise, it is something we can discuss in
great detail when and if a new application comes to a public hearing. Please note that it he wants to push to make
this use permanent, it will require multiple applications that will require public hearings, regardless of how he wants
to proceed.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 7 Nov 2020 03:29:11 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: South farms
  

David, I am sitting in my home with alll windows and doors shut and the tv on and I hear a concert going on
despite that. The zoning board needs to start looking for REAL answers for the residents affected by this.
And I dont mean cease and desist orders that mean nothing. Tired of hearing from people in town that dont
have this noise in their homes , or dont even live in town saying how great it is and its better than building
lots. This is not a contest to see how many votes each side can get. We have the right to peaceful
enjoyment of our residences, and you are well aware of that. You are failing miserably at doing anything to
put a stop to this . . It is not up to the residents to seek a remedy on their own because of the zoning
boards error. Its obvious NOTHING. has been done in 8 weeks to 'remediate" the noise. Tonight was the
worse noise ive had to endure since August 22
...... Are we having fireworks up there now?????? Chuck Aleksinas

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Scott Simmons
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: South Farms. Going forward.
Saturday, November 14, 2020 9:25:26 PM
PROPOSED MORRIS ZONING REGULATIONS.docx

Scott
The agenda must be given to the Town Clerk so that it can be posted in Town Hall at least 24 hours before the
meeting.   As a result, the Zoning Enforcement Officer included the messages he had in hand when the agenda was
posted. He did not have your message when the agenda was assembled and provided to the Town Clerk.
The reason the Zoning Enforcement Officer did not have the message is that it was only sent to me. You should
copy PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com on any communications to me. I will copy
PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com on my responses to you; however, I generally do these on the day of
the meeting to have a complete record.
At that time, the record is shared with the Town Clerk. You should see that your message is in the "P&Z
Communications Update to Twilight Concert Series" entry in the Planning and Zoning documents list on the town
Website. That was posted on 11/4 before the meeting.
You should see that the proposed Zoning Regulation from Ben Paletsky has been posted to the town Website too. It
was posted on 11/6/2020. I have also attached it here.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
TO:        "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE:      Thu, 5 Nov 2020 10:50:37 -0500
SUBJECT:   Re: South Farms. Going forward.
David,
I didn’t see my complaint added to the list. Did I miss it or do you pick and choose?
Please send me a copy of Ben’s zoning change proposal at your earliest convenience if it’s not going to be posted on
the website soon.
All eyes are on the zoning board at this time. The noise must end and Ben must file for a proper permit regardless of
any zoning changes. While it would seem the town continues to be protected with municipal immunity for now, that
protection only goes so far. And others and myself will be watching. You must mitigate the noise and it has to be
consistent. Not just for some concerts.
I would encourage Ben to take it seriously, I’m not alone in discussing civil action against him.
Thank you for your understanding. I would like to see some real discussion/ action from the town regarding the
noise. It would go a long way in removing the belief I have that the board and selectman are very bias and don’t give
a damn about the handful of us that suffer from it.
Best Regards - Scott Simmons
Sent from my iPhone

> On Nov 4, 2020, at 11:55 AM, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
>
> ?Scott
>
> Thank you for the feedback. This will be added to the record. You will also be added to the list of people who are
to be copied on meetings, applications, etc. for southFARMS.
>
> As for Ben's contact information, that is something that Google might help with. The southFARMS website has
contact information. I would suggest starting there.
>
> Dave
>
> P. S. We have a meeting tonight. The agenda is attached.
>
> ---------- Original Message --------->
> FROM:      Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
> TO:        "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
> DATE:      Mon, 2 Nov 2020 14:00:06 -0500
>
> SUBJECT:   South Farms. Going forward.
>
> Hi David.
> I’m highly disappointed at the amount of noise once again from South Farms concert yesterday. While things
seemed to be better in some recent events, it was worse than ever yesterday.
>
> I ask that you contact me whenever there is a meeting regarding south farms or if Ben files any new applications.
>
> It is my understanding that Ben hired an engineer to sound sample at different locations? Is that true? If so My
house was not included.
>
> Lastly, I would like to speak to Ben. Do you have his phone or email address you can share with me?
>
> Regards - Scott Simmons
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
>> On Oct 6, 2020, at 9:02 PM, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
>>
>> ?Attached is the agenda for Wednesday October 7th, 2002. The southFARMS entertainment venue is on the
agenda.  
>>
>> Dave
>> <October 7th Regular meeting agenda.docx>
> <November 4th Meeting Agenda.docx>

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
South Farms AGAIN
Saturday, November 07, 2020 9:54:54 PM

Good evening, I shouldn't hear people cheering inside my house at 9:45 p.m. Why is that venue allowed
to be open if the order has been rolled back to 2.1? Restaurants must have last service by 9:30 and
close by 10:00. This venue should be shut down at 10:00p.m. What about the health department
advisory against unnecessary travel between 10:30p.m.-5a.m.? The customers all don't live in Morris so
they are obviously unnecessarily traveling. Apparently SF only follows the Covid regulations that benefit
them.
Elizabeth Kearney

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Klusak, Aneta
David R. Wiig; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
11/7 re: South Farms
Saturday, November 07, 2020 1:16:10 PM
IMG_4427.MOV
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IMG_4423.MOV

Good afternoon Mr. Wiig,
Attached are recordings from Thursday and Friday night. I tried to include those where the
crowd’s cheering is clear. Last night there were (what sounded like) fireworks at 8:30. Traffic
noise was definitely up - a good time for a traffic study at the intersection!
Based on the last P&Z meeting, it’s obvious where we are headed with this venue. I’m just so
worried about what this means for my future. There are two shows left. If you have not been
here recently, I implore you and zoning members to drive around the area and hear the levels
for yourselves. Not just a drive by, but please stop and listen for several minutes. It depends on
the song. This is not a normal, acceptable level of sound for a residential neighborhood. If the
rest of Morris had this nearby, you would have hundreds of people in an uproar. Where else in
the state is anything like this happening? It’s not, for obvious reasons.
Please also copy me on future documentation regarding South Farms. I see from past agendas
that others have requested this so I assume it’s possible. Thank you!
Also, in regards to in-person P&Z meetings - I’ve now spoken to three community members
who feel they are “Zoom illiterate” and have no knowledge of accessing these meetings. You
also saw yourself how technical issues get in the way. I teach using Zoom everyday and it is a
horrible substitute for serious face-to-face discussion. Microphone issues, camera issues, and
the psychological awkwardness of speaking on camera that makes people hesitate to talk...
As P&Z continues the conversation around such major changes as South Farms is proposing,
it’s imperative that in person meetings (or at least the hybrid you mentioned) are held. Or, if
they cannot be, then critical meetings regarding South Farms need to be held off until after
Covid dies down and the community can meet in person, giving everyone a fair chance to
share thoughts the matter. These meetings are too important to hold on Zoom.
I say all this especially out of respect for the neighbors who live even closer than I do.
I’m sorry for the long-winded e-mail! Thank you, as always, for hearing us.
Aneta Klusak

PROPOSED MORRIS ZONING REGULATIONS

SECTION 9 DEFINITIONS.
15 Farm:
Add: Agritourism. The use of active farm property for recreational enjoyment of visitors.
Agritourism may include fishing, hunting, wildlife study, horseback riding, educational experience (tours,
culinary classes/tastings,) entertainment (festivals, concerts, dances,) hospitality services (farm stays,
tours,) and pick‐your‐own.
R‐40 R‐60 Special Exception Uses No. 17 Agritourism.
SECTION 52
14. Agritourism is defined as the use of active farm property for recreational enjoyment of
visitors. Agritourism may include fishing, hunting, wildlife study, horseback riding, educational
experience (tours, culinary classes/tastings,) entertainment (festivals, concerts, dances,) hospitality
services (farm stays, tours,) and pick‐your‐own is subject to the following:
Purpose: The purpose of Agritourism use is to promote diversification and sustainability of
large farm properties that have existed since prior to the adoption of zoning in Morris and that are now
threatened to disappear due to urban sprawl and the endangered economics of traditional farming.
Requirements:
1. Statement of Use;
2. Site Plan;
3. The site plan shall show adequate facilities for personal sanitation and refuse disposal
subject to review and approval by the TAHD (Torrington Area Health District);
4. The site plan shall provide detailed information regarding the location and appearance of all
structures, including electrical.
5. Traffic. The site shall have access to a state roadway. Vehicular traffic projected as a result
of the use, including traffic to and from and in the vicinity of the use, will not be hazardous
or detrimental to the character of the zone or the neighborhood.
In making its determination with respect to this criterion, the Commission shall consider the
proposed location, the size and layout of the Special Exception use, its nature and the
intensity of operations involved, and its relation to local streets providing access to the site;
6. The applicant shall demonstrate that noise generated by any Agritourism shall be
reasonable for the respective Agritourism provided;
7. Food and alcohol service shall be incidental and related to the Agritourism use. Applications
shall demonstrate compliance with alcohol service permitting and licensure requirements of
the State of Connecticut;
8. Any such Agritourism shall end not later than 10:00 P.M. and all patrons must be off site by
10:30 P.M. ;

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig; Planning & Zoning
P&Z Agritourism Definitions
Wednesday, November 04, 2020 3:55:58 PM
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David,
I would like the “Review of Agritourism Definitions” added to tonight’s definition.   Please see the
attached proposal. This language was reviewed by the CT Department of Agriculture and also the
Connecticut Farm Bureau Association as reasonable Planning and Zoning Agritourism definitions that
are similarly used by other rural communities.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Linda McMaster
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
re: Meeting on Nov. 4
Sunday, November 01, 2020 8:53:37 PM

Linda
Thank you for your input on the medium in which we hold the Planning and Zoning meetings. It is my
understanding that the town is working to facilitate a way to perform hybrid meetings. Hybrid meetings would be
a combination of in-person attendance and Zoom.
The current plan of Morris Planning and Zoning Commission is to start running hybrid meetings when this is
available. I understand that Zoom is not accessible to everyone; however, with social distancing, we could not
have accommodated a meeting of 50 plus people at Town Hall. Additionally, there are people who will not attend
an indoor meeting. Therefore, the only real solution is the hybrid meeting option.
For a matter like southFARMS, it is felt that greater access is provided via Zoom. Your messages will be shared
with the board. They will be put up on the website with all the others. Therefore, your voice will be heard.
Therefore, if you have something to additional to add for our meeting on Wednesday, please e-mail me before
Wednesday. I am already including this e-mail and your prior meeting.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Linda McMaster <linda.mcmaster.65@gmail.com>
To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 27 Oct 2020 09:32:22 -0400
Subject: Meeting on Nov. 4
  

I have noticed other boards and committees have been having â€œin personâ€ meetings at the
town hall community center. Â Since several of us are not able to get on Zoom, Â Iâ€™d like to
request/ recommend that we have the Planning & Zoning meetings in person as well.Â
Naturally, masks and social distancing would Â be required.
Sincerely,Â
Linda McMaster

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Jamie McDermott; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
re: The Twilight Concert Series
Sunday, November 01, 2020 8:41:37 PM

Jamie
Thank you for your message. It has been shared with the board. It will become part of the record for this matter.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Jamie McDermott <jamiehmcdermott@yahoo.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com" <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>, "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Fri, 23 Oct 2020 19:16:26 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: The Twilight Concert Series
  

Good Afternoon,

My name is Jamie Kingsley. I am a local resident and a patron of The Twilight Concert Series at South
Farms. I thank you for this opportunity to express my thoughts to you regarding the concert series with the
hope that some of my words can inspire productive thoughts and actions in support of South Farms.
The Twilight Concert Series at South Farms has been such a positive, safe and pleasant experience for
each show that I have attended. I have attended 5 shows at South Farms. It has been a joy to experience
the opportunity to view some incredibly talented artists in such a beautiful setting so close to home. When I
heard the announcement of the Twilight Series I was excited to attend and also proud to be able to support
a local business.
Ben Paletsky is local business owner who has created a gorgeous and very special venue in Morris for
events. Surely there can be a way forward working together with the town to be able to continue hosting
entertainment at the farm. There are many farms that do similar things in CT. March Farm in Bethlehem,
CT hosts weddings, offers outdoor live music and events for families with food options. Jonathan Edwards
Winery in Stonington, CT is a wedding venue and vineyard which also hosts concerts and events with food
options. Realizing how special what Ben Paletsky has created is and considering the overwhelming positive
feedback the Twilight Concert Series has received, with many shows sold out and most nearly sold out, it is
evident that the community and surrounding communities want something like this. If Ben is not able to
work with the town to find a way forward, surely another venue somewhere else will realize what Morris was
not able to accomplish and capitalize on that opportunity for themselves. Keep this local, keep this in
Morris. Allow a local businessman, taxpayer and family to succeed in their business ventures and survive.
The TwilightConcert Concert series has provided jobs, it has brought culture to our beautiful town bringing
people to visit our town, eating in our restaurants and surrounding town's restaurants, exposing them to our
beautiful area and all that there is to take advantage of- all of the incredible businesses to visit and support.
The food trucks offered at the show are local businesses who have gained exposure from the series and
earned revenue during this incredibly difficult time for small businesses.
As a former 10 year resident of Morris, I know Ben Paletsky and I know that if there is an opportunity to
discuss concerns and find a reasonable path forward that Ben will work diligently with the town of Morris.
As a customer and local resident I truly hope that this is not the end of entertainment to be enjoyed at South
Farms. I will always support local business and I will always seek to experience art and culture in my area.
I hope that I can continue to do this by being patron of my friend's business at South Farms.
Thank you for your consideration.
Warmly,
Jamie Kingsley

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
DEROEHN
Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
re: P+Z
Sunday, November 01, 2020 8:27:27 PM

Kevin
The southFARMS application was approved based on Executive Order 7MM. This temporary statute provides a
path for expedited approval. That is why the Zoning Enforcement Officer approved the application, not the
board.
Executive Order 7MM was intended for Outdoor Dining. It was not intended for a use like the one at
southFARMS. Additionally, Executive Order 7MM was relatively unknown to both the board and the Zoning
Enforcement Officer at the time. We had just found that the approval for Outdoor Dining at The Barn - that was
taken to the board by the Zoning Enforcement Officer - should have simply been approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer. While
the sequence of events has been unfortunate, the approval is temporary. Any desire to retain the current
configuration after Executive Order 7MM expires will require a new application. Additionally, the board has issued
a Cease and Desist that is effective on February 1st, 2021, regardless of the status of Executive Order 7MM. As a
result, there is already a defined end date.
Unfortunately, this attachment got lost in the shuffle. I am in the process of forwarding it to the board. In the
meantime, I just wanted to reach out to you to explain the current status.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Tue, 13 Oct 2020 07:43:44 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: P+Z
  

Good morning Dave,
Thank you for sending me the notice concerning recent meetings on the concert
situation at South Farms.
I am sure this entire thing has been quite an effort for the commission to deal with, and I
thank you for your work.
Please find the attached request for consideration.

Thank you,
Kevin DeRoehn

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Aneta Klusak; 1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
re[2]: [EXTERNAL] Re: 11/1/20 update re: South Farms
Sunday, November 01, 2020 8:10:26 PM

Aneta
The original message got lost in the e-mail thread. There is one point that needs to be understood. Under current zoning regulations, any
application made to maintain the concert venue use at southFARMS will require a public hearing. Therefore, members of the community will have an
opportunity to provide testimony and produce evidence for the board to evaluate along with what is presented by southFARMS.
Please also note, that there isn't an application at this time. It does seem that members of the community are expecting an application. They may be
correct; however, there hasn't been discussion of a new application, now or in the immediate future.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: David Wiig wiig@optonline.net
To: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sun, 1 Nov 2020 16:55:09 -0500
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: 11/1/20 update re: South Farms
  

Aneta and Tom

Please keep me and the zoning e-mail in the loop
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sun, 1 Nov 2020 16:55:09 -0500
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: 11/1/20 update re: South Farms
  

Hi Mr. Weik,Â

I've driven out of town today and didn't grab one. I will definitely let you know if there is
disruption from the rescheduled bands this week and send a recording your way. Thank you for
your continued attention to the matter!
Aneta Klusak
On Sun, Nov 1, 2020 at 4:28 PM 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
Could you supply an audio recording from today?
Thank you,
Tom
On Sun, Nov 1, 2020 at 3:37 PM Klusak, Aneta <klusaka@brookfieldps.org> wrote:
Hello Mr. Wiig and Mr. Weik,Â
Checking in with another update.Â
I understand that there was some sound engineering done on South Farms recently per Mr.
Paletsky's announcement on Facebook. However, based on today's very loud show
(surprising because of the rain), I notice no reduction in the disruptiveÂ volume.Â
Although Mr. Paletsky may produce paperwork attesting to this "engineering," I trust it
would be compared to neighbors' testimonials and that he will be required to formally reapply for a new permit after February 1st.Â

Thank you,Â
Aneta KlusakÂ

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David Wiig
renee normandin
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: South Farms
Sunday, November 01, 2020 8:09:08 PM

Renee
Thank you for the updated status.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Renee Normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>
TO:        David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE:      Sun, 1 Nov 2020 18:03:41 -0500
SUBJECT:   Re: South Farms
So on another weekend minus the cancellations of Friday & Saturdays shows I now get to listen to rehearsals on
Sunday Morning very loud for the afternoon show’s. Can hear it in my living room with the doors and windows shut
and it’s raining.Unacceptable and the shows just keep moving out further into November.
Sent from my iPhone
> On Oct 25, 2020, at 9:35 PM, Renee Normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
>
> ?Good evening
> So on a night when the music is definitely toned way down they’re going to have the engineer go around and
measure sound/ decibels.... I would say unbelievable but somehow this doesn’t surprise me.Can’t wait to see if next
weekend which is supposedly the last weekend ...If it will be “toned”down again.Have a good night.
> Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Klusak, Aneta
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
David R. Wiig; 1st Selectman
11/1/20 update re: South Farms
Sunday, November 01, 2020 3:37:03 PM

Hello Mr. Wiig and Mr. Weik,
Checking in with another update.
I understand that there was some sound engineering done on South Farms recently per Mr.
Paletsky's announcement on Facebook. However, based on today's very loud show (surprising
because of the rain), I notice no reduction in the disruptive volume.
Although Mr. Paletsky may produce paperwork attesting to this "engineering," I trust it would
be compared to neighbors' testimonials and that he will be required to formally re-apply for a
new permit after February 1st.
Thank you,
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Happy Sunday Everyone
Sunday, November 01, 2020 1:11:56 PM

Hello,
Writing to you with your weekly update.
1pm and rehearsal has never been louder.
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

A case for (more) music at South Farms

There have been few bright spots or positive distractions for most over the last eight months. For those
of us in the northeast, with winter upon us, we are now faced with more isolation and longer hours
indoors. This fall, I was lucky to live within driving distance to South Farms and experience a few
concerts there with several of my friends. It was a safety first experience from top to bottom; from
mandatory contact tracing questionnaires to incredibly strict social distancing and full sterilization of
portable bathrooms, the thought and execution were noteworthy. The music under the stars was
uplifting and spirited and at moments felt perfect. It was a relief from the low grade chaos that seems
to occupy space in nearly all of our daily lives. I recognize that bringing full-volume outdoor concerts to
a beaucolic town like Morris, CT has its challenges with many detractors. However, the inconveniences
are minor especially considering that they are temporary. Yet, the wonderful experiences that I had,
and I speak for so many of the other concertgoers at South Farms, will help carry me through the long
winter ahead and whatever continued challenges we are presented with in the later months to come.
In addition, knowing that South Farms will be able to host more concerts next Spring and beyond would
give so many of us something great to look forward to. Let’s give South Farms a chance to make
necessary improvements during the winter break and have a sophomore season that benefits both
locals and live music fans!

Scott V.
Hudson Valley, NY

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ronald Gold
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms feedback
Thursday, October 29, 2020 10:25:16 AM

My family has owned a home in Morris for more than 40 years and I'd like to share some
thoughts about the amazing new outdoor venue at South Farms.
I attended a concert last month with my wife and it was so enjoyable that we'll be going back
again and again. This first time, we saw Southside Johnny, a performer we've enjoyed several
times in the past.
It was a beautiful September evening. The show started at dusk and progressed to a night filled
with a clear, starry sky. We bought some food and drinks at the concessions and settled in for
the show. It had been the first time since March, when the pandemic hit, that we felt
comfortable attending any event at all -- anywhere.
The set-up at South Farms was by far the most pandemic-protective operation we have come
across.
Everything from Covid-19 warnings signs and staff enforcing mask-wearing to temperature
checks, health questionnaires, and multiple hand sanitizer stations -- plus the most important
part with seating that is outdoors AND is 8 feet apart in every direction. This is exactly what
Americans need to feel comfortable to support local businesses. Owner Ben Paletsky knows
that and he has delivered comfort and safety to customers as well as a great entertainment
service.
I'd also like to share what happened when Ben learned that I am paralyzed from the waist
down following a bicycling accident that left me unable to walk at all.
When my wife and I drove up to the field that night, we were directed to a free, accessible
parking spot up close to the entrance, and staff members immediately came over to ask what
they could do to help me with my wheelchair. They offered a golf cart to take us to our
reserved seating. I decided I would be able to maneuver my wheelchair to our viewing spot
because the path was on a bit of a downhill slope, but I did take them up on their golf cart
offer after the show -- when it was uphill! Again, the staff was courteous, helpful, and a
delight to work with.
I should also mention that when we first inquired about tickets and had questions about
accessibility for the disabled, Ben invited my wife to tour the site while it was under
construction in the earlier part of the summer. He picked her brain about the best options for
people with disabilities, whether they use a wheelchair or have other limitations, and he
genuinely welcomed ideas and solutions to make the venue accessible to all. He
succeeded beyond expectations.
I'd like to thank the Town of Morris for welcoming programs like the South Farms Twilight
Concerts series and look forward to continuing to support local businesses and enjoying many
more shows at the farm.
Sincerely,

Ron Gold
Breezy Knoll

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Notifications
Sunday, October 25, 2020 10:30:57 PM

Jeton
Please e-mail Lori Kibbe and Linda McMaster on all agendas. They should get minutes for any meeting that has
southFARMS, Ben Paletsky, 21 Higbie Road or Twilight Concerts on the agenda. Any e-mails, letters, etc. need to
be sent too.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Linda McMaster <linda.mcmaster.65@gmail.com>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Sun, 25 Oct 2020 19:24:15 -0400
RE:   Notifications
To all members of Planning and Zoning,
I would like to be notified of all meetings and correspondence to and from the following:
- South Farms
- Twilight Concerts
- Ben Paletsky
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,
Linda McMaster
linda.mcmaster.65@gmail.com

Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Why doesn"t this apply to South Farms?
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:46:47 PM

Lori
Once something becomes an issue the board is debating, the Zoning Enforcement Officer usually defers to the
board. This was the case here. It is true that the Zoning Enforcement Officer could have issued a Cease and
Desist; however, the board initially tried to discuss this with Ben. In the end, with no easy resolution to the issues,
the board decided to issue the Cease and Desist order. While the Zoning Enforcement Officer can issue a Cease
and Desist, it usually comes from the board instead.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 24 Oct 2020 20:32:14 -0400
Subject: Why doesn't this apply to South Farms?
  

Thank You

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: 10/21/20
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:35:49 PM

Lori
Once a Cease and Desist is issued, the board will generally keep the item on the agenda. The only meeting that
will likely not have southFARMS on the agenda will be the 11/9/2020 meeting where we are focusing on the Town
Plan. I will ask that Tony send you the agendas for all of our meetings as long as the Cease and Desist action is in
force or anything related to southFARMS, Ben Paletsy or his property at 21 Higbie Road is on the agenda.
Dave
P. S. This will include all meetings. I plan to have this on the agenda regardless. For the 11/9 meeting, if it is not
there, we can always add it; however, this is unlikely. The agenda can be modified for any regular meeting,
which means the first Wednesday or second Monday of each month.
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 24 Oct 2020 22:36:43 -0400
Subject: 10/21/20
  

Hello David,

I was not aware there was a meeting for southbfarms on Oct 21st, 2020!!!
I have previously requested notification of all South farms agendas communications regarding
South Farms/Ben Paletsky. I am requesting this again today.
Please forward me the minutes and specifics of that meeting.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Oct 21 meeting
Sunday, October 25, 2020 9:23:27 PM

Chuck
Because there was a Cease and Desist order issued, this will be on the agenda for the foreseeable future. Nothing
of any significance transpired. The board just reviewed the letter that Tony sent with the minutes to officially
deliver the Cease and Desist.
There was also a short discussion by the board of traffic on Higbie Road after a concert and several other related
issues. The bulk of the meeting was spent on the Town Plan. At most 10-15 minutes was spent on the matter.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 25 Oct 2020 02:40:13 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Oct 21 meeting
  

David , I was not aware that a meeting on 0ct 21 included information relative to south
farms . I would appreciate a brief overview of what transpired at the meeting. Please
advise of future meetings that include south farms , I would appreciate it. I did get
notice from you of a previous meeting and assumed I would be notified of all the
meetings ...... Thank you. Chuck Aleksinas

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Liesl Skilton
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Approvals questions 10/24/2020
Saturday, October 24, 2020 8:34:24 AM

I have a question, prior to the ZEO signing off on the "concert venue" what approvals were given to the White Barn
/ Ben Paletsky for activity such as this in the residential R-60 area?
Thank you, Joel Skilton
Sent from my iPad
The Regional School District 14 Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
marital status, national/ethnic origin, disability, age, gender, gender identity or expression, or gender orientation in
its programs, activities, and employment practices as set forth in compliance with the Office of Civil Rights, Title
VI, Title IX, and Section 504. Any person having inquiries concerning Regional School District 14 Public Schools’
compliance with Section 504, Title VI or Title IX should contact: Donna Marcinek Director of Student Services
Regional School District 14 67 Washington Avenue Woodbury, CT 06798 (203) 263-6356

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Anne Pape
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Southfarms
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:56:48 PM

Anne
Thank you for your feedback. This will be shared with the board. It will be part of the public record on the matter.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Anne Pape <anniempape@yahoo.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Wed, 14 Oct 2020 20:48:11 -0400
SUBJECT:   Southfarms
I have really been trying to be tolerant as I know these are tough times for business owners. And I thoroughly
appreciate the fact that Ben is doing things to avoid having to sell the farm. With that said, I am so tired of being
tired. I’m tired of having my children lying awake at night because the music is so loud it can be heard loud and
clear through the closed windows. I’m tired because I have to sit with my special needs son with a fan on because
the music bothers him so much that he will meltdown. I’m tired of doing this multiple times a week on school/work
nights. I’m tired of my kids being tired at school because 10pm is too late for them to be up at night. (They go to bed
at 7:30.)
A weekend concert? Sometimes? Ok. I can handle it. The constant weeknight concerts? They need to stop.
I’m thankful the board issued a cease and desist order, but I’m hoping you will stick with it when they try to
continue this next year.
Sincerely,
A really tired mom
(Annie Pape - 45 Straits Turnpike Ln.)
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Will & Jill
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Twilight Concerts on the Farm at South Farms
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:44:10 PM

To Whom it May Concern:
My name is Will O'Meara and I am a vegetable farmer and the owner/operator of Hungry
Reaper Farm in Morris, CT. We operate our farm on leased land on Thomaston Road, about
half a mile as the crow flies from the concert field at South Farms. In addition to running my
farm alongside my partner, Jill, I work as the CT Field Agent with Land For Good, a New
England-wide not for profit organization whose mission is to ensure the future of farming in
New England by putting more farmers, more securely, on more land. I also serve as the board
co-president of the New CT Farmer Alliance, our state's chapter of the National Young Farmer
Coalition.
As a farmer, advocate, and agricultural service provider, I was dismayed by the Hartford
Courant article on October 8 that detailed the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's
decision to issue a cease and desist order to South Farms regarding their Twilight Concert
series. In these challenging economic and social circumstances, I was thrilled when Ben and
the team at South Farms announced their plans to host a concert series. Of course, concerns
regarding health and safety in the midst of the pandemic entered my mind, but when I was
fortunate enough to attend my first concert at South Farms I was immediately put at ease.
South Farms and their partners have constructed a spectacular experience for their guests, with
the utmost attention to health and safety. Furthermore, they have created a lifeline not only for
themselves, but for many other businesses in our town and state that have benefited greatly
from this series. As an avid music-lover, the disappearance of our state's two primary concert
promoters would be devastating. While they were largely left out to dry, this series has
allowed for their continued success (albeit at a much smaller scale), as well as maintaining the
livelihoods of the familiar faces that poured me a pint at the Space Ballroom in Hamden, or
who provided security at College Street Music Hall in New Haven.
The most astounding part of it all, however, is the bridge this concert series has built from
urban and suburban communities around our state into the rural town of Morris. All season
long, from June through October, we have sold our vegetables every Saturday at the Farmers
Market of Black Rock in Bridgeport, CT. Ever since the first shows were announced in
August, our market dialogue changed. It went from, "Morris? Where's that?" to "Are you guys
the farm with the concerts? We have tickets to (insert band here) next weekend!" Without fail,
several of our customers every week had a show to go to the next week, and we could tell
them to look out for our small farm on the left as they came up 109 from Thomaston. Our
relationships with our customers were deepened, and the impact has been enormous and will
be lasting.
I understand that many of the complaints have to do with the noise generated from the new
venue, and I would ask that rather than dealing in ultimatums and ordering South Farms to
shut down its operations, you work with them to come to a compromise. Ben Paletsky is a
dedicated, creative, and collaborative force in the town of Morris and it is my sincere hope that
you put your trust in him and his partners in this venture to keep this unique attraction in
Morris for years to come.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and please reach out should you have any
questions or comments. I am also just a phone call or email away to collaborate on any
farmland or agriculture related issues facing the town or its residents.
Sincerely,
Will O'Meara
Owner/Operator
Hungry Reaper Farm
Morris, CT
CT Field Agent
Land For Good
(860) 483-0922

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
David Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
Re: Letters of support/complaints
Friday, October 16, 2020 2:31:58 PM
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David,
Regarding citizens relying on iPhone recordings to capture “noise level”, please note that IOS (as
does Android) automatically filters and controls gain level to modify the audio level to be as clear as
possible using digital signal processing. This is in no way representative of the actual audio. I would
request going forward the board only accepts data that accurately captures decibels. In general, I
expect any board or commission to rely on actual substantiated data and metrology.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 10:53 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Letters of support/complaints
Ben
The e-mails received relative to the application have been printed to a PDF file. I have concatenated the into
larger PDF files. They have been provided to the Town Clerk to post to the website. I also forward them to the
board for their review before a meeting.
The letters for and against the application have received equal treatment. It is easy to print attached documents
like letters to PDF for inclusion in the PDF documents. I do this on a semi-regular basis. Usually an upcoming

meeting is the trigger to assemble them so they are available to the board and the public.
When it was not possible to get communications to the board and the public before a meeting, they have been
read into the meeting recording for everyone to hear. Basically, if there is time to post the communication to
the website, it is not read. If they are received the day before the meeting, like in the case of two of your emails, I read them into the record.
Dave
--

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Klusak, Aneta
1st Selectman; David R. Wiig; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms - weekly update
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:14:03 PM
IMG_4274.MOV
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For your records Attached are two videos from last week and one from tonight 10/14. The volume is
consistently over-the-top and has not changed on Isaiah Smith Lane.
Thank you,
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: FW: RE: re[6]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 5:46:29 PM

Lori    
All we did with southFARMS is to confirm the motion that was written up in the minutes for 10/7. That way we
could attach that to a letter that will be sent to Ben Paletsky to document the decision.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 14 Oct 2020 15:30:11 -0400
Subject: FW: RE: re[6]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
  

Hi David,
Checking in, did last nights meeting have anything to do with P&Z?
I can not find an agenda, this nee town updated page is not user friendly.
Thank you,
Lori
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 10/13/20 4:49 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>, "Wiig,
Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: re[6]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
David.
Please let us know your attorneys response to Perley from last week.
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 10/12/20 3:33 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>,
"Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[6]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Lori
While The Morris Planning and Zoning Commission doesn't enforce conditions from the Liquor Board, it is related
to the use. Could you please send me the document or a link to the approval for the record?
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning &
Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sat, 10 Oct 2020 22:27:15 -0400
Subject: RE: re[4]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
  

David,

His liqour license for the wedding and barn venue says non amplified
zoning regs say no outdoor music.
He cannot have music outdoors
Secondary to wedding use...his liquopr permit says non amplified music .
I knew I read it.. somewhere..
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 10/10/20 8:43 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Subject: re[4]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Lori
Where does it say non-amplified? I have reviewed the motion that was made several times. There weren't any
conditions listed. I reviewed the supporting documentation. I did not see anything there either.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 08 Oct 2020 20:22:09 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
  

Hi,

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
First Selectman
Planning & Zoning
re[4]: South Farms
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:36:36 AM

Tom
Your point is valid and fairly taken. I have no way to verify the recordings. While I still feel differently about it, I can comfortably accept that decision. There is no need to get a legal opinion, unless you desire to do so for other reasons.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 14 Oct 2020 07:05:04 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: South Farms
  

David,
We will not be publishing unverified sound clips on the website. People are welcome to reach out to either you or Tony to listed to them if they please.
Tom
Â
From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:43 PM
To: First Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: South Farms

Â

Tom
Â
What specifically are you objecting to?Â There are several subject discussed in my response.Â I appreciate your opinion; however, I am confused as to what you are specifically opposed to.
Â
The basis of what was explained to you is that noise isÂ an issue.Â The reasonÂ noise is felt to be an issue is that the noise decreases the property values of neighboring properties.Â One of the considerations that Planning and Zoning must makeÂ in evaluating applications is the impact on property values.
Â
There are four ideas discussed in our e-mail exchange:
Â
1. Property values are a concern for the MorrisÂ Planning and Zoning Commission.Â This is actually stated in the Morris Planning and Zoning regulations.Â IÂ understand itÂ to beÂ a tenet of zoning in general too.
2. The noise from southFARMSÂ seems to beÂ negatively impacting some ofÂ the neighbors in the vicinity of southFARMS
3. That the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission should be concerned about the noise the properties in the neighborhood surrounding southFARMS are experiencingÂ
4. That we shouldn't post the audio files documenting the noise from southFARMS forÂ a reason unknown to me
Â
Â
Please let me know what fromÂ the list above you are objecting to?Â If it is number 4,Â then tell the Town Clerk's officeÂ not post it and copy me on that communication.Â The Morris Planning and Zoning Commission can then provide these files based on FOIA requests.Â I don't see why we need to fight over that.
Â
If it is anything else beyond that, please let me know.Â While I don't understand why anything on that list above should beÂ an issue,Â items 1, 2 and 3 tie togetherÂ and have created an zoning issue.Â This is anÂ obstacle that southFARMS would need to overcome if a Planned Development District (PDD) application was made.Â
Â
This doesn't necessarily mean that the noiseÂ issue isÂ insurmountable.Â The potential ofÂ the use is enormous; however, itÂ has to be sustainable.Â Ben Paletsky seems to feel he can overcome these issues.Â In the long run, ifÂ this plan is real, these issues will enable the use to be honed to allow it to fit into the community.Â Right now it doesn't appear to fit.
Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
To:Â "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Â Tue, 13 Oct 2020 19:02:55 -0400
Subject:Â Re: South Farms
ÂÂ

Â
I respectfully disagree and may look for a legal opinion.
Tom
Â
On Tue, Oct 13, 2020 at 6:59 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:

Tom
Ã‚Â
While we don't regulate noise, if the noise creates a nuisance then, it could negatively affect the property values.Ã‚Â While we don't regulate property values, zoning is chartered with protecting property values.Ã‚Â Therefore, I feel the noise is relevant.Ã‚Â
Ã‚Â
Additionally, these attachments are part of the public record and what is being discussed.Ã‚Â As a result, itÃ‚Â should be available to the public.Ã‚Â I have tried to do the same with the e-mail that has been received too.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Ã‚Â Ã‚Â
From:Ã‚Â 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
To:Ã‚Â wiig@optonline.net
Date:Ã‚Â Tue, 13 Oct 2020 09:50:45 -0400
Subject:Ã‚Â South Farms
Ã‚Â Ã‚Â

David,
I understand that you are getting requests to load audio on the Town website. I struggle to understand what the purpose is for this request. Planning and Zoning does not regulate noise or content. Please let me know your thoughts.
Thank you,
Tom
Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
Thomas Weik
1st Selectman
Town of Morris
Morris,CTÃƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â

Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David Wiig
South Farms
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Letters of support/complaints
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:53:09 PM
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Ben
The e-mails received relative to the application have been printed to a PDF file. I have concatenated the into
larger PDF files. They have been provided to the Town Clerk to post to the website. I also forward them to the
board for their review before a meeting.
The letters for and against the application have received equal treatment. It is easy to print attached documents
like letters to PDF for inclusion in the PDF documents. I do this on a semi-regular basis. Usually an upcoming
meeting is the trigger to assemble them so they are available to the board and the public.
When it was not possible to get communications to the board and the public before a meeting, they have been
read into the meeting recording for everyone to hear. Basically, if there is time to post the communication to the
website, it is not read. If they are received the day before the meeting, like in the case of two of your emails, I read them into the record.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 13 Oct 2020 14:41:37 -0400
Subject: Letters of support/complaints
  

David,

What is the process for logging in the letters regarding concert performances?Â Iâ€™d like to
understand how/where these are being filed for public record and how itâ€™s accessible and being
communicated to the planning and zoning board. Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: I Want To Save South Farms
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:01:46 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Dan Young <dan@comixmohegansun.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 12, 2020 at 3:42 PM
Subject: I Want To Save South Farms
To: info@manicpresents.com <info@manicpresents.com>

To Whom This May Concern (in Morris),
I’ve been attending Manic Presents shows for years now, mostly at the wonderful College Street
Music Hall, but quite often at South Farms in Morris, CT as of late.
I choose them as one of my favorite production companies because the shows are always top caliber
performances, from top caliber artists, run by top caliber staff.
I too both book and run shows on a weekly basis at Comix Roadhouse at Mohegan Sun (up to 13
shows per week on average), and I have an extreme appreciation for their dedication to
professionalism, health, and safety at their shows.
I completely understand the undesirable added noise and traffic for those Morris residents who are
accustomed to a quiet and serene neighborhood. Your sacrifice does not go unnoticed. Thank you
all.
I would just like to say that this “undesirable added noise” had been a rainbow in an otherwise
gloomy sky for entertainers (and fans!) across the country. Right now Morris is one of few premier
entertainment destinations that is keeping artists employed, and supporting an industry that has
been totally devastated by Covid-19. They should not be condemned for this.
I hope this letter reaches the hands and heart of someone in Morris with compassion and integrity.
Thank you for letting this venue operate in the short time frame that they have been holding
concerts, and please let them continue their amazing, fun, safe, and well-executed shows in the
future! I certainly will return!
Sincerely,
Daniel Young

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
wiig@optonline.net
FW: South Farms
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:03:10 PM

From: James Hebert [mailto:cfljames@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:34 AM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: South Farms

Hello,
My name is Jamie Hebert,I have lived in Morris most of my life and as yourself and
respectfully others with concerns about South Farms..
My concerns are if you don’t let this venue continue you would of blown the opportunity to let
Morris blossom in a way that clearly has brought people together in the worst of times
and forget about it for a couple of hours..
I don’t see that as being difficult or selfish personally..
I don’t like to compare yet for obviously the reason of a dollar we have a Dollar General
ruining the best view in Morris and yet there it stands ..
The long term is that property via the Paletsky’s will become developed and thus destroying
the original integrity of it if this cannot find a way to resolve itself..
No one will have a special on Netflix about the McMansions that will take over those fields
like all the other peaceful music events of yesterday..
I for one have attended 90% of the shows at South Farms and not one issue has arose in any
form of violence or drunkenly behavior or drug use..
I hope this finds you and you consider the long term situation verses the typical backlash you
always would expect..
I sat at the Barn which took 3 hours to get served and not one note or voice did I hear during
the early show of Bill Burr..
This was my experience in the noise concerns..
You have my consent to use this at any and all meetings with this cease and desist order
situation..
Sincerely
Jamie Hebert
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ayles.William
David R.Wiig; Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Douglas Barnes; Ron
Planning & Zoning
RE: Fw: Noise Complaint
Monday, October 12, 2020 5:36:36 PM
image001.png

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Air/Planning/Noise-Control
Looks like South Farms falls under Class A noise zone….So I guess the question is what is the dBA level of the music when it
exceeds the property boundaries and reaches the houses. Looks like 55 dBA daytime and 45 dBA nighttime based on section
22a-69-3.5 below.

It’s also worth noting that Torrington Health repealed their noise ordinance which included Morris so I don’t think they have
jurisdiction in this matter. See clip below from the website.

William J. Ayles, Jr.

Associate / Senior Design Technician

An Employee Owned Company
120 Huyshope Avenue, Suite 400, Hartford, CT 06106
[D] 860.240.9397 / [M] 203.249.3573

From: David R.Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2020 4:12 PM
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>; Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>; David Geremia, Jr.
<dpgeremia@aol.com>; Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>; Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>; Veronica Florio
<veronica@jobshop.com>; Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>; Ayles.William <WAyles@jcj.com>; Douglas Barnes
<douglas@salguod.com>; Ron <offlineronny@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Fw: Noise Complaint

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
kenneth kearney; Planning & Zoning
re: Fw: Noise Complaint
Monday, October 12, 2020 4:08:32 PM

Elizabeth
Thank you for this information. It will be shared with the board.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 9 Oct 2020 13:11:23 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Fw: Noise Complaint
  

----- Forwarded Message ----From: Thomas Stansfield <tstansfield@tahd.org>
To: k2kearney@yahoo.com <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020, 08:25:01 AM EDT
Subject: Noise Complaint
Thank you again for submitting your concerns regarding noise at South Farms. Currently the Torrington Area Health
District does not have a noise ordinance. Noise is regulated through the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection but it is my understanding that the noise program is not funded. Furthermore, it is my understanding that noise
from a permitted use is not covered under the regulations and therefore would need to be addressed through planning
and zoning or special permitting at the Town of Morris.

Thomas Stansfield MPH R.S.
Deputy Director of Health
Torrington Area Health District
350 Main Street
Torrington, Ct. 06790
860-489-0436 x 310

From: no-reply@weebly.com <no-reply@weebly.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 8, 2020 9:25 PM
To: Thomas Stansfield <TStansfield@tahd.org>
Subject: New Form Entry: Contact Form

You've just received a new submission to your Contact Form.
Mark as Spam

Submitted Information:

Name
Elizabeth Kearney
Email
k2kearney@yahoo.com
Comment
Continuing complaint against South Farms, Morris, Ct. for noise. Incorrect application of
Govenors executive order has permitted large concert venue in established residential
neighborhood. Nightly shows disturb residents, music can be heard through closed
doors, windows. No relief has been provided by management.

This is the response from TAHD. I think you can understand why so much frustration exists.
Thank you, Elizabeth Kearney

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
kenneth kearney
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Zoom meeting South Farms
Monday, October 12, 2020 3:45:40 PM

Elizabeth
Thank you for this message. We have decided to issue a Cease and Desist that will be effective on February 1st,
2021. Even if we didn't do this, the use cannot continue after Executive Order 7MM expires.
The only option for southFARMS to continue holding these events in their current form after the Executive Order
expires is to make a PDD application. This would go through a thorough approval process with no guarantee of
approval. If it was to be approved, there would have to be multiple public hearings and there would almost
certainly be conditions of approval.
The possibility of litigation is understood. There are no guarantees when you go to court. I still hold out hope that
we can come to a more reasonable conclusion.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 8 Oct 2020 18:55:52 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Zoom meeting South Farms
  

David, I appreciate your time spent on this matter. I have sat in front of this computer for 20 minutes trying
to think of something, clear, concise and positive to say. But I can't. I'm tired of the music, tired of the 'poor
me' attitude from Ben and his family, tired of the in and out of towners who live no where near it and think it's
a great idea. Tired of the business owners in town who are only concerned with their own bottom line. A
frequent theme is 'in these times' or 'so nice to do something normal', well, we who are negatively impacted
by this would like to feel normal too. We, also, have experienced job loss, restrictions and hardship. That
this many must suffer so one can survive is unbalanced. If you want this to go away, negotiate with Ben that
he cedes all future right to hold these kinds of concerts on this property. Then this will be an issue with an
endpoint. I doubt if he will agree to that. His statements and those of his proxy ring hollow. I expect this will
be a long, drawn out court affair which will be won by whoever's pockets are deepest.
Thanks for your efforts, sorry to vent,
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.
And at 2:54 p.m. it's starting already, apparently they need to warm up at full volume. Gonna be a long
night.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Tom Weik; Planning & Zoning
FW: South Farms Shows
Monday, October 12, 2020 10:07:25 AM

fyi
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Michael Fazzone <odfazzoneystbltc@aol.com>
Date: Sun, Oct 11, 2020 at 12:03 PM
Subject: South Farms Shows
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

To Whom It May Concern,
I want to give an astounding positive review for the two comedy shows we attended at South Farms.
After months of being stuck at home, the concerts were our first nights out and brought us immense
joy during a tough time for all of us.
Most importantly, the staff was excellent at making us feel extremely comfortable with strict social
distancing guidelines and health precautions.
It would be very sad not to have future concerts at such a wonderful venue.
Sincerely,
Mike

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Tom Weik; Planning & Zoning
FW: Keep the concerts at South Farms!
Monday, October 12, 2020 10:06:54 AM

fyi

---------- Forwarded message --------From: R <rhkyankees@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Oct 11, 2020 at 1:03 AM
Subject: Keep the concerts at South Farms!
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

To whom it may concern,  
These concerts have been a safe and fun activity for these uncertain times. I have traveled from
Brooklyn several times and would continue to do so to see live music again! There is little to no
traffic in the town during these events, no people wandering around, and the music can only be
heard for a few blocks at most. It's a great venue, and amazing people who work there. Keep it going
for this year and beyond!

-Ryan

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Tom Weik; Planning & Zoning
FW: Twilight Concerts on the Farm
Monday, October 12, 2020 10:05:00 AM

fyi

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Krissy Maksymiw <krissy.childs@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 12, 2020 at 9:55 AM
Subject: Twilight Concerts on the Farm
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

To whom it may concern,
I am saddened and disappointed to learn that the town of Morris has voted to issue a cease-anddesist order to stop outdoor concerts at South Farms. While I understand the concerns of the
community and acknowledge that those concerns are valid to the people who live in Morris, I would
like to express some thoughts on the matter.
When I heard about Twilight Concerts at South Farm I thought that it was such a clever work around
to a problem that had been plaguing the music industry for months. The problem solving skills that
the team at South Farms and Premier Concerts/Manic Presents employed to connect people with
live music and performances during a global pandemic should be recognized. The attempt to bring
some normalcy to people's lives should not be overlooked or under estimated. The fact that most of
the shows have sold out is proof that there is not only a want for live performances and to connect,
but a need as well.
I have lived in Litchfield County for the majority of my life and I am very aware of the "not in my
town" mentality that comes with small town living. One the one hand, it is this mentality that keeps
the charm of small towns that we all know and love. However, it is this mentality that prevents
growth and progress in a town. This is why I ask that the town considers South Farms to continue
their concert series and to consider the bigger picture at hand.
Since the opening of the venue at South Farms, there has been press that has brought positive
attention to Morris and Litchfield County as a whole. I wonder what this could be mean for the local
economy and for the potential for restaurants and local business to benefit from this. I would think
that after everyone being hit hard this year, and any chance at boosting the local economy would be
welcome.
This is also an opportunity to help make live performance more accessible to people. There are a lot
of people who are incredibly grateful to have opportunity to see a live performance and not have to
travel far from home. Especially if they are unable to travel far. Access to the arts benefits everyone.

I hope that the town of Morris reconsiders and sees the bigger picture at stake. I hope that there can
be a compromise that can be reached between the town and the team at South Farms. There is a lot
of potential for growth and partnership in the town and county and it should not be overlooked.
Sincerely,
Krissy Maksymiw

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
buddy96; David R. Wiig; Wiig, Dave; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[4]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Sunday, October 11, 2020 8:10:27 AM

Clip and article quotes from. RA
Despite the PZC’s decision, Paletsky and Mahler’s intention is to continue the concerts in
the future. “We built this (venue) for the long term,” Mahler said.

https://www.rep-am.com/local/localnews/2020/10/10/harmony-and-unrest-in-morris-a-farmerbrings-live-music-to-town-but-some-arent-feeling-the-groove/
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 10/10/20 10:27 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>,
"Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: re[4]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
David,
His liqour license for the wedding and barn venue says non amplified
zoning regs say no outdoor music.
He cannot have music outdoors
Secondary to wedding use...his liquopr permit says non amplified music .
I knew I read it.. somewhere..
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 10/10/20 8:43 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, "Wiig, Dave"
<Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Subject: re[4]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Lori

Where does it say non-amplified? I have reviewed the motion that was made several times. There weren't any
conditions listed. I reviewed the supporting documentation. I did not see anything there either.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 08 Oct 2020 20:22:09 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

Hi,
Previous Conditions say non amplified.
So when he says he's been having concerts there for 4 years, unless they have been non
amplified, he's not to have them!
We know that he has had bands for both weddings and other occasions.
I hope this helps
Lori Lindenmuth

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Please forward this to the Morris planning and zoning commission!
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:41:12 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: paulstroh220 <paulstroh220@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Oct 10, 2020 at 12:24 PM
Subject: Please forward this to the Morris planning and zoning commission!
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

Let me start this off with saying live music and performance is extremely important to me and our
society as a whole. The music industry has created nearly 2 million jobs in the U.S. alone! Not
counting the musicians and their crews that travel with them! Since covid hit, every single indoor
venue across the world shut down. I had about 15 concerts and shows lined up this year that were
completely canceled. I worked in the event industry for 8 years. My job vanished with millions of
others. I want to say South Farms was a beacon of HOPE to people like me that the industry will
some day come back. Im not going to get too deep into how important art is for me, and everyone
else because we all understand its importance. I did want to state how amazing the venue at South
Farms is. How nice and helpful the staff and crew were, reassuring our safety in these weird and
hard times by providing us with ample space to safely social distance as we enjoyed our
entertainment, they provided food trucks, and an incredible bar. The bathrooms were the CLEANEST
ive seen and ive been to countless outdoor shows where Portopotties are required. I have been
seeing shows across the country for 17 years now. I have lived in Connecticut my entire life, and
have said repeatedly we NEED an outdoor venue like the one at South Farms. I understand the worry
for neighbors who have lived in the area their whole lives. But we have to come to an agreement
here. This venue will be and has been a huge destination since it opened for people all over.. it will
only do better and better, bringing the town more money and love! I hope my message helps in
anyway preserve the beautiful venue that had just been born. Its like ordering an entire pizza,
getting one little nibble, and then dropping the entire pizza in the sand....

--

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms concerts
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:38:53 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Daniel Bass <dbass6@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Oct 10, 2020 at 11:23 AM
Subject: South Farms concerts
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

On September 11, 2020, my wife and I attended the Dinosaur Jr. concert at South Farms in Morris. It
was one of the most wonderful nights of an otherwise difficult year.
Neither of us had been to Morris before (we live in Fairfield), and we were amazed by the beauty of
the area as we drove to South Farms. As the sun set and the music began, we understood what is so
special about Litchfield County.
The management of the concert was top-notch, ensuring covid protocols were enforced. Friends of
ours from around the country were jealous of our being able to enjoy live music, something that has
not been possible due to the covid pandemic. Both of us suffered from covid in March and April,
and the release and joy that live music provided was a balm on an otherwise frustrating summer.
The Twilight on the Farm concert series is employing dozens of people, and bringing many people to
the Morris area. While I can understand your concerns about noise and traffic, the concert that we
attended started promptly at 7:00 and ended around 8:30, which is much earlier than most outdoor
venues.
We have tickets for the Neko Case concert on Tuesday October 13, for which we are hugely excited.
The tickets are more expensive than if we saw her in New Haven or Hartford, but we are willing to
pay more than usual to have such a wonderful concert experience in such an amazing setting. We
hope to spend more time in the Morris area before or after the concert, for dinner, which would
easily benefit the community.
best,
Daniel Bass
Fairfield CT
dbass6@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Twilight concerts on the farm
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:37:53 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: <blinkchick41585@aol.com>
Date: Sat, Oct 10, 2020 at 11:13 AM
Subject: Twilight concerts on the farm
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

Good morning, I am just sending an email in support of the Twilight series. Although I haven't made
it to a show yet, I have been interested. During Covid it seems to be 1 of the only places to see
music/comedy, which is very important. I'm going crazy without shows!
Please let the series continue. Thanks.
Carissa Lahn

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: keep the shows on!
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:37:14 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Stacey Palancia <staceylenore@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Oct 10, 2020 at 8:11 AM
Subject: keep the shows on!
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

We were able to see a show at South Farms this Fall and it was so wonderful to be able to hear live
music again. I can understand how the local homeowners must feel but at the same time, all of the
shows are over by 10pm. There has to be some type of compromise that can be made such as
keeping the shows to twice a week and or starting earlier so that everyone can be happy. If I lived
nearby, I would keep all of my windows open to enjoy the amazing live music flowing through.
Maybe if there were no shows on Sundays or if those shows occurred as a matinee then the show
could go on. I hope they reach a compromise!
Thanks,
Stacey Palancia
--

66 Railroad St New Milford, CT 06776
follow me on Facebook, Pinterest, and Instagram
Bride's Choice Award Winner 2009-2017
As Seen on Style Me Pretty, Grace Ormond, WellWed, Two Bright Lights, The Westchester Wedding
Planner, Wedding Wire and NBC CT
Stacey Palancia
203-417-5468

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Support for South Farms
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:36:31 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: D John Long <djlong@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 7:56 PM
Subject: Support for South Farms
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

To whom it may concern:
I am writing to express my support for the comedy and music shows at South Farms. These
performances have been wonderful for me as a lover of live music. I have not only attended Warren
Haynes, I also attended the John Mulaney show and will attend G. Love this coming Wednesday. As
I’ve said to my wife, these shows make me feel like I’ve been “sprung from prison.”
Not only are the shows remarkably safe and well-organized, they end at a very reasonable hour. In
addition, real care has been given to make sure that cars exit quickly and efficiently.
Please do everything you can to keep these shows going, even post-pandemic. The venue is amazing
and the shows are great for our small community in the Litchfield Hills.
Regards,
D. John Long, Jr.
Thomaston, CT
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
South Farms https://www.courant.com/opinion/editorials/hc-ed-let-the-music-play-morris-1011-20201011-w37rwhdbhrabratiooyhlj6phq-story.html
Saturday, October 10, 2020 5:35:10 PM
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Editorial: Come On, Morris, Let the Concerts Continue
By EDITORIAL
HARTFORD COURANT |
OCT 10, 2020 AT 6:00 AM

South Farms in Morris has become the site of socially distanced outdoors concerts.
OK, we get it. We’re talking about Connecticut — Litchfield County, no less. Peace and tranquility
are cherished above so much else.
But the town of Morris needs to rethink its decision to order a halt to the outdoor concerts and
comedy shows at South Farms. That’s a small-town decision fueled by a small-town mindset, and if
we’ve learned nothing else over the past six months, it’s that our world is much bigger and more
connected than the narrow lines we often paint ourselves into.
Advertisement
Skip Ad

Speaking of painted lines, with concerts and live music sidelined by the COVID-19 pandemic,
“Twilight Concerts (and Comedy) on the Farm” launched in August with a brilliant but simple
concept. Grids were laid out on the 150-acre family-run farm to keep concertgoers properly
distanced, allowing a semblance of life before COVID to continue.
“Hanging around watching 500 crying, happy people, it’s a pretty powerful thing,” farm owner Ben
Paletsky told The Courant’s Mike Hamad.
The concerts were popular. as Hamad reported, “in addition to comedians Bill Burr and Nikki
Glaser, thousands of concertgoers have since attended performances by Warren Haynes, Grace
Potter, Goose, Twiddle, Dinosaur Jr., Marcus King and others.”
And why not?
PAID POST

What's This?

$319.99 - Zebra SB1 Motorola Associate Smart Badge
A message from thermalprinteroutlet.com

The Zebra SB1 Smart Badge, an affordable , wearable mobile device for every retail associate. Help every one of your associates better serve customers and nurses
and clinical staff improve patient safety and staff productivity. The Zebra SB1 Smart Badge is worn around the neck, arm, or on a belt,...
SEE MORE

The coronavirus quarantine didn’t just slow down our days, it made them quieter. We lost the
laughter of a crowd of friends, the clamorous din of a family gathering and the sometimes
energizing, sometimes sorrowful strains of live music. The twilight concerts at South Farms filled a
void in the fabric of the state.
But the concerts, put on by the promoter Premier Concerts/Manic Presents, also brought crowds
and the inevitable complaints, with some neighbors writing to the town about increased noise,
lights, traffic and people shouting on rural streets. One resident was concerned about adult
language used by comedian Nikki Glaser during a show. (Um, maybe don’t listen?)

Morris votes to issue cease-and-desist order to halt popular outdoor concert series at South
Farms in Litchfield County »
More people actually stood behind the concerts than complained — so all is not lost in Morris. But
in the end, the letter of local zoning regulations took the day. This season’s scheduled concerts will
be allowed to go on, but a cease-and-desist order will take effect in February.
“We needed to put it on record and make it clear to the South Farms and to the neighbors that the
board recognizes that this is not an acceptable use under normal zoning regulations,” Morris zoning
commissioner David Wiig said. “[South Farms] does have concerts, but [Paletsky’s] primary use, as

he’s stated several times, is a wedding venue. Therefore, the music to me was accessory to that use,
whereas now it’s become the primary use. Outdoor performances are not a permitted use in any
zone in Morris.”
But they could be. And they should be.
This pandemic has killed more than 4,500 people in Connecticut. Businesses have closed. Jobs
have been lost. A Saturday evening on a tranquil farm listening to music isn’t going to solve the
problems unleashed by a tenacious and deadly virus. But amid so much turbulence and pain, the
importance of joyful moments in keeping us whole cannot be overstated.
The sacrifices many have made to help others has been inspirational. From the doctors and nurses
on the front lines of care, to the nursing home workers, to the grocery store employees who kept us
fed to the delivery folks who brought supplies to our doors and to so many others, we have helped
each other through a painful and tragic period.
The good people of Morris are being asked to put up with a little more noise than they’re used to, a
brief and relatively painless interruption of their tranquil days. It really isn’t a lot to ask.
Let the music continue.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms: PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE MUSIC VENUE AT FARM!
Friday, October 09, 2020 6:29:25 PM

Begin forwarded message:
From: Brianna Smalley <brianna.e.smalley@gmail.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 1:21:06 PM EDT
To: info@manicpresents.com
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE MUSIC VENUE AT FARM!

Greetings!
Hope you are well. I'm writing as a woman who grew up in Litchfield County Thomaston & then Litchfield to please not be a grinch and close down this venue!
We NEED music and healing and community now more than ever and this space
provides a safe place to do so.
The bears aren't complaining. The squirrels aren't mad- so why are you?
Please shift into the current moment and drop out of your head and into your heart for
a moment with me.
Music has saved me.
Music has always shown me a different path.
Don't take that experience of live music at a gorgeous outdoor place away from so
many, you included.
Please.
Brianna Smalley

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: I support South Farms
Friday, October 09, 2020 6:26:28 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Eric Vikmanis <eric.vikmanis@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 3:41 PM
Subject: I support South Farms
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

Dear Morris Planning & Zoning Commission,
I strongly support the outdoor music & comedy series at South Farms and would like to see it
continue beyond the events planned for 2020.
Outdoor music & comedy events are the safest form of live events at this time and will be for the
foreseeable future, possibly including all of 2021!
We all need opportunities to decompress from the madness that is going on around us. South Farms'
events provide this escape, in a safe manner. They are doing it right!
I wish such a venue existed in my backyard and I would welcome the distraction during these trying
times. The impact of South Farms' safe, socially-distanced live events pale in comparison to other
distractions and/or disturbances that I can think of in my town. ;)
Sincerely,
-Eric Vikmanis

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Support
Friday, October 09, 2020 6:25:55 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Josh Dunn <joshuadunn1@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 3:39 PM
Subject: Support
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

My wife and I love going to shows at the Farm and have been to 3 already and have tickets for 2
more. Your place provides a much needed respite, and in today's day and age with COVID, it is much
needed.
Please do what you need to do to stay open.
With Support,
Joshua Dunn

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms: Showing Support for Live Events at South Farms
Friday, October 09, 2020 6:25:34 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Shari Vikmanis <shari_vikmanis@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 3:28 PM
Subject: Showing Support for Live Events at South Farms
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

Good Afternoon Manic Presents Team!
Just wanted to send along an email to show my support for all you have done with the Twilight
concert series at South Farms. My husband and I had the privilege of attending one of the shows
back in September and had a wonderful time. We were extremely impressed with the effort your
entire staff took to make it a safe and enjoyable event for everyone. We loved the video that played
before the show and were so impressed with the efforts taken to construct the concession area and
make it large enough to service all of your attendees in a safe way.
Additionally, we loved how you supported other local businesses struggling during the pandemic by
highlighting local food trucks. Like the musicians and the venues, these small businesses have also
seen a dramatic drop in their sales during the pandemic with both public and private event being
cancelled and this was a wonderful way to include them in what you were doing.
We were extremely saddened to read the news that a Cease & Desist order had been issued and
that you will not be able to host additional shows in the future. Not only is this a huge blow to your
business, but also to the many music (and comedy) fans that got to benefit from these events over
the past few months. I think we can all agree, that these have been some of the most difficult
months we our community has had to endure, and these concerts gave so many people a chance to
“feel normal” again, if only for a couple of hours.
I truly hope that you continue to fight this ruling and hope to see the return of live music to South
Farms. Wishing you and the entire team all the best.
Best Regards,
Shari Vikmanis
Hamden, CT

--

Mark Nussbaum | Senior Talent Buyer
Manic Presents / Premier Concerts
11 Scovill Street
P.O. Box 2763
Waterbury, CT 06723-2763

tel 203-747-2499
http://www.manicpresents.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms: Twilight Concerts On The Farm
Friday, October 09, 2020 6:24:49 PM

FYI
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Chantel Malin <chantel.malin@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 4:06 PM
Subject: Twilight Concerts On The Farm
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

Hi,
I'm writing to you in support of the Twilight Concerts on the Farm
series in Morris. I've been to quite a few of these shows (Tom Petty
Project, Caamp, Mt. Joy, will be attending Manchester Orchestra night
2) with my mom, and we've had so much fun each time. As two people
coming from a family with three immediate members who are very high
risk, we felt very safe. It's been an incredible way to have fun and
spend time together.
I've been an extreme concert-goer for years, many of which have been
at Manic venues - College Street, Space Ballroom, and cafe nine just
to name a few. Live music truly does mean everything to me; it's been
my safe place since I was fourteen years old, it's where I've met all
of my best friends, and I'm now in school for music production and
engineering with the goal of working in live sound eventually. It's
also been one of the places I can take my mom to introduce her to part
of my world that she doesn't always get to see. So, needless to say,
the loss of live music during this pandemic has been heartbreaking to
me, as well as to countless other people who thrive at live shows more
than anywhere else. I was genuinely so upset to read the article
posted on Facebook today that the series will be discontinued. While I
understand the complaints, I hope the people of Morris may reconsider
the economic boost it might provide their down, as well as the
emotional catharsis it will provide so many who live and breathe music
during a time when it's needed most. With the nights getting longer
and shows getting earlier, I would imagine the deeper we get into
winter, the less of a bother it might be as well. I truly and deeply
hope for all of our sakes that there's a middle ground you will be
able to meet on.
Thank you for your hard work, we see you and we appreciate you.
Chantel Malin

--

Mark Nussbaum | Senior Talent Buyer
Manic Presents / Premier Concerts
11 Scovill Street
P.O. Box 2763
Waterbury, CT 06723-2763
tel 203-747-2499
http://www.manicpresents.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: To Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
Friday, October 09, 2020 3:09:19 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message --------From: marc espowood <foolproofplan@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 2:54 PM
Subject: To Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

I'd suggest Morris rethink their decision in the attempt to shut down
the Twlight Concert series. From a business perspective: the decision
puts an industry that is already dealing with a very precarious
situation of covid with no choice but to fail. From a community
perspective: why not support a smart initiative that gets people out
of the house, with a positive engagement in the community, and helps
lighten everyone's spirits during such a tough time? Please
reconsider.
- Marc Espowood

--

Mark Nussbaum | Senior Talent Buyer
Manic Presents / Premier Concerts
11 Scovill Street
P.O. Box 2763
Waterbury, CT 06723-2763
tel 203-747-2499
http://www.manicpresents.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Save South Farms
Friday, October 09, 2020 3:08:58 PM

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Bill Calabrese <bill@crytone.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 3:01 PM
Subject: Save South Farms
To: <info@manicpresents.com>

I feel very fortunate to have played at this great venue with Connecticut Transit Authority - The
Music of Chicago. This venue was very safe and very well run by all. We need all the entertainment
we can muster in this current environment! Save this venue!!!!
Sent from my IPhonel

--

Mark Nussbaum | Senior Talent Buyer
Manic Presents / Premier Concerts
11 Scovill Street
P.O. Box 2763
Waterbury, CT 06723-2763
tel 203-747-2499
http://www.manicpresents.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Please keep the music going!
Friday, October 09, 2020 12:41:09 PM

FYI
Begin forwarded message:
From: Christi <c1d2jensen7@gmail.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 12:18:49 PM EDT
To: info@manicpresents.com
Subject: Please keep the music going!

Hi Manic Team,
Thank you for bringing live music to Connecticut during this crazy, awful year. Seeing
live music with my fiance is our favorite thing to do together. We always look forward
to concerts and seeing our favorite bands right in front of us, playing our favorite
songs. It means the world to me to sing along with the people who have written the
most beautiful songs, the most meaningful songs. It's just a really beautiful, important
thing to me and so many people in Connecticut and everywhere.
My fiance and I went to South Farms to see Dinosaur Jr. in September. It was the BEST
night out we had in a long time. You guys did an AMAZING job making it safe and fun
for everyone. I was so impressed with the legitimacy of the show from checking in, to
the bar, to the grid stations, the set up and the video that was presented from South
Farms before the band went on. It was very professional, clean, and a great time.
Again, I was blown away. I bought a Twilight series hoodie because I wanted to support
this endeavor and advertise the series to others.
After the show, we saw how many more shows you were booking. Manchester
Orchestra, Caamp, Twiddle, etc. You're getting some amazing acts that are HUGE for
Connecticut, especially during a pandemic. This is just amazing. We couldn't stop
talking about how great 2021 is going to be. The more shows you get now, the better
shows you'll get next year we thought! I had visions of seeing some of my favorite
bands there...Band of Horses, Local Natives, Death Cab for Cutie! It was all possible
until this cease-and-desist order came out.
PLEASE. Morris Planning & Zoning Commision, please keep the music going for
Connecticut. It brings such a great economic benefit to our state and to your town. It
makes hundreds of people extremely happy during a time where there is not much joy
and happiness. It brings income to the bands who are suffering right now to make
money while venues are shut down. It creates jobs. It inspires the love of music for
young people. It is just a good thing that you should not take away.

Thank you to the Manic Presents team and South Farms and all those who made this
happen in 2020. I am so grateful.
Christina Jensen
-Christina Jensen
(860) 597-6205
"Heart Means Everything"

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: Keeping South Farms concert series going
Friday, October 09, 2020 11:56:47 AM

FYI

Begin forwarded message:
From: Martin Gerics <martingerics@yahoo.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 11:55:08 AM EDT
To: Manic Presents / Premier Concerts <info@manicpresents.com>
Subject: Keeping South Farms concert series going
 Please please please let’s get a petition started or every ball we can think of rolling to
prevent the town from stopping this brilliant idea created and implemented at South
Farms in Morris Connecticut. As a high risk 100% disabled veteran who is been
homebound for months I can tell you the two shows I was able to get too, Grace Potter
and the Connecticut transit authority those two shows alone raised my daily quality of
life! You are truly serving the public!

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms
Friday, October 09, 2020 11:50:46 AM

FYI

Begin forwarded message:
From: Victoria Soltis <vrsoltis@gmail.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 10:52:53 AM EDT
To: info@manicpresents.com
Subject: South Farms

Good morning, Mark,
I just read the news that the town of Morris is choosing to end the Twilight Series at
South Farms. I'm extremely disappointed that such an otherwise lovely town in
Connecticut would not choose to support local business and the arts.
It is a tough time for everyone in the arts right now. Whether it be artists or folks
behind the scenes, the many people who contribute to our entertainment and culture
are out of work. I admire your drive to get people back to work while bringing quality
entertainment to our great state. (The simple fact that you've drawn such popular acts
to a brand new venue reflects what must be an excellent reputation.)
Not only are you providing jobs in your own field, you are providing support to other
local businesses. On social media, I've seen numerous people seeking out
recommendations for restaurants in the area. This venue has been a bright spot for
Connecticut's economy and residents during a dark and difficult time.
I hope the town of Morris will reconsider the cease-and-desist order. It should be clear
that the benefits of the Twilight Series far outweigh the cons. In the meantime, thank
you for keeping the arts alive, and reminding us that we're all in this together.
Victoria Soltis

"Without music, life would be a mistake." - Friedrich Nietzsche

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Paletsky
Planning & Zoning; Tom Weik; David Wiig
FW: South Farms
Friday, October 09, 2020 11:49:49 AM

fyi

Begin forwarded message:
From: Michael Day <michaelsday@hotmail.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 11:16:01 AM EDT
To: "info@manicpresents.com" <info@manicpresents.com>
Subject: South Farms
To whom it may concern,
Today’s news about the town of Morris voting to end the Twilight Concert Series at
South Farms was one of the most upsetting things to cross my path. That says a lot with
all we face day to day right now. The arts are struggling in a way that cannot be put into
words. The current state of our country during this pandemic is changing everyone’s
access to things such as music and art and we all will suffer the consequences for years
to come. As a music teacher I cannot stress enough how important it is to keep spaces
like this open and available for everyone to experience. Especially right now. I urge all
who voted this way to reconsider. The arts are of the utmost importance. Closing yet
another venue would be dangerous and simply foolish. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Michael Day (music instructor, award winning musician, and lifelong CT resident)
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
Planning & Zoning; David R. Wiig
Fw: Noise Complaint
Friday, October 09, 2020 9:11:24 AM

----- Forwarded Message ----From: Thomas Stansfield <tstansfield@tahd.org>
To: k2kearney@yahoo.com <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020, 08:25:01 AM EDT
Subject: Noise Complaint
Thank you again for submitting your concerns regarding noise at South Farms. Currently the Torrington Area Health
District does not have a noise ordinance. Noise is regulated through the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection but it is my understanding that the noise program is not funded. Furthermore, it is my understanding that
noise from a permitted use is not covered under the regulations and therefore would need to be addressed through
planning and zoning or special permitting at the Town of Morris.

Thomas Stansfield MPH R.S.
Deputy Director of Health
Torrington Area Health District
350 Main Street
Torrington, Ct. 06790
860-489-0436 x 310

From: no-reply@weebly.com <no-reply@weebly.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 8, 2020 9:25 PM
To: Thomas Stansfield <TStansfield@tahd.org>
Subject: New Form Entry: Contact Form

You've just received a new submission to your Contact Form.
Mark as Spam

Submitted Information:

Name
Elizabeth Kearney
Email
k2kearney@yahoo.com

Comment
Continuing complaint against South Farms, Morris, Ct. for noise. Incorrect application of
Govenors executive order has permitted large concert venue in established residential
neighborhood. Nightly shows disturb residents, music can be heard through closed
doors, windows. No relief has been provided by management.

This is the response from TAHD. I think you can understand why so much frustration exists.
Thank you, Elizabeth Kearney

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joshua Zahansky
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Thursday, October 08, 2020 10:44:36 PM

I can understand people's concern, and empathize with the neighbors of south farms. However,
the positive impact these shows have had on people's lives [in my biased opinion] greatly
outweigh the negative impact. I truly hope we can reach an agreement that leaves all parties
satisfied. The social an economic gain that stems from these shows must be taken into account
- we are living in unprecedented times and to "take this away" from the thousands of people
who support this venue would be another blow that nobody should be subjected to. In addition
what about the artists who basically all lost their jobs due to this pandemic as there aren't any
venues that exist where they can perform. Again, I hope we can address the concerns of all
and continue with the magic these shows have brought back into so many lives in the wake of
a global pandemic.
Sincerely, Joshua Zahansky,

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: RE: re[2]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Thursday, October 08, 2020 9:54:04 PM

Jeton
Two things, Lori is insistent that there was a condition on the southFARMS approval that says only non-amplified
music. I don't see that on the 2014 approval. I didn't see you send the 2018 approval. Could you please send that
to me?
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 08 Oct 2020 20:22:09 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
  

Hi,

Previous Conditions say non amplified.
So when he says he's been having concerts there for 4 years, unless they have been non
amplified, he's not to have them!
We know that he has had bands for both weddings and other occasions.
I hope this helps
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 10/8/20 7:50 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Subject: re[2]: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Lori
One question, where in the conditions of approval do you see non-amplified music? The only application I recall
applying that standard to was The Barn.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>, Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 08 Oct 2020 19:07:14 -0400
Subject: RE: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

  

Thank you David..
Stalkers should not be allowed and Anyone with out a legal name should not have their
comments read.
Do you know Who Ed Van Halen is ?
And Have all commissioner's read these previous conditions? has your town attorney? Along
with this not fitting under outdoor dining. NON AMPLIFIED music is also a condition. How
ironic! So Tony not only signed that application he clearly did not review the previous approvals
before signing!!! Big problem.
We would like to know the exact way in which this apllication was presented. Who was present,
what was said to Tony? All details please, from Tony.
Have a good evening. Thank you for being so responsive.
I really do appreciate it.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "Wiig, Dave" <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>
Date: 10/8/20 6:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Subject: RE: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Lori

We did stop reading iPad’s comments into the record. I also did not take DemoDogMan’s
comments at a prior meeting until he identified himself. We cannot kick someone off; however,
if they don’t identify themselves, they can’t speak.

Dave

Dave Wiig
Senior Consulting Specialist

Dave.Wiig@DocuWare.com
Phone: +1 (203) 494-7218 | Mobile: +1 (203) 494-7218
DocuWare Corporation | 4 Crotty Lane, Suite 200 | New Windsor, NY 12553

  

   

This message and its contents are confidential. If you received this transmission in error, please
inform us immediately and then delete it.

From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 8, 2020 5:08 PM
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>; Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Wiig, Dave <Dave.Wiig@docuware.com>
Subject: RE: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

Hello again,

I forgot to add.
I would like to request that moving forward anyone in chat identify themselves with legal name
if they want to be on the record and 2 IF any commissioner is taki g into consideration what
someone is saying we need to know that persons legal name.

Please let me know your response to this as well.

Have a nice weekend
I hope we all can take a breather..

Thank you,

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 10/8/20 9:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: dave.wiig@docuware.com
Subject: RE: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

Thank you very Much for getting these to me and for all the efforts last night.
I'm sure you are all pretty tired of this, as are many others.

David, who will you respond to Perley or one of us about Attorney Brynes opinion, In regards to
Perleys statement from Last night?

Thank you again,

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 10/8/20 9:05 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: dave.wiig@docuware.com
Subject: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Syed Bokhari
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Support For The Concert Series at South Farms
Thursday, October 08, 2020 2:07:19 PM

Good Afternoon,
I am emailing you in order to show my support for the concert series at South Farms. As the
owner of The Litchfield Inn I cannot begin to express what a tremendous driver of business
these concerts have been.
The concerts this year have provided my business and countless others in the area with a jolt
of revenue which was so heavily needed. These concerts have gone a long way in attracting
people towards Morris, Litchfield, Bantam.
The folks going to these concerts have stayed at my Inn and I know for a fact have supported
many of the local restaurants and bars located in these areas. Not only have these concerts
brought in short term business but many guests who have attended these concerts have made
reservations for future dates after realizing how beautiful and lovely the areas around the hotel
are.
These concerts have allowed us to have visitors that if it was not for the concerts would
probably not be visiting this area. This allows us an opportunity to show what this area is all
about with a newer clientele base that can reap benefits for us for many many years to come.
At a time when the Inn has lost many of its international and national visitors due to corona
virus travel bans these concerts have allowed us to stay busy and it would be a huge shame if
we were to lose a chance to host these concert guests at the Inn next year.
If you would like to chat more in regards to how much of a difference in regards to revenue
these concerts have made I can offer you detailed numbers if you would like. Look forward to
hearing from you and have the town allow South Farms to have these concerts again.
Syed Bokhari Jr
Owner
The Litchfield Inn

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
Planning & Zoning; Lori Lindenmuth
dave.wiig@docuware.com
RE: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod
Thursday, October 08, 2020 9:45:04 AM

Thank you very Much for getting these to me and for all the efforts last night.
I'm sure you are all pretty tired of this, as are many others.
David, who will you respond to Perley or one of us about Attorney Brynes opinion, In regards
to Perleys statement from Last night?
Thank you again,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 10/8/20 9:05 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: dave.wiig@docuware.com
Subject: Old Approval 21 Higbie Rod

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David Wiig
South Farms
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; First Selectman
re: Response to September 28, 2020 Letter
Thursday, October 08, 2020 7:05:36 AM
~gmF005.png
~gmA006.png
~gmE003.png

Ben
Thank you for the letter. Given that the board's legal advice is that your use does not fall under Executive Order
7MM and that the use is having a severe negative effect on your neighbors, a Cease and Desist Order was issued
at last night. It is effective on 2/1/2021, which is when the current executive order expires. A more formal letter to
this affect will be sent by the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I just wanted you to hear it from the board not the
newspapers.
Regarding your letter, it appears that there was a misunderstanding on part of what loitering applies to.  The
biggest concern on that matter is not whether people are roaming around on the roads before the concert. While
this is a concern, the other aspect of the loitering that occurs should be of concern to you and it is not really
something under your control. This concern is that is that people have been observed taking in a concert for free.
I personally witnessed this happening at the intersection of Higbie Road and Benton Road. There were also
reports during public testimony of people doing something similar along route 63 and other places.
On the other items, here is some feedback:
1. Volume - Recently, the sound that projects to the West has not been as bad as it was during the week of
September 21st. While, this could be weather related, it is what I have observed from my house. Regardless, the
sound that projects to the East and North does not appear to be better, based on public testimony.  There are a
number of sound complaints from from people who live on Slab Meadow Road, Trotta Lane and Isaiah Smith
Lane. The comments indicate that there has been no improvement for them.
2. Lighting - It is good to know that the light projects towards your property. Is all lighting projecting downwards?
The picture in question I believe is taken somewhere on Trotta Lane.
3. Traffic - It appears that you do a good job of managing traffic. Regardless, having people drive a half-mile up
Higbie Road is not the most desirable path for traffic to run. An use of this size is best served if traffic comes from
a state highway that is better equipped to handle it. Since the permit was granted under the COVID executive
order, it is temporary and as such a new driveway cut on route 63 was not possible.
4. Frequency - The affects of COVID-19 are an anomaly from what we have known. Regardless, the post COVID19 world is not here yet. COVID-19 may provide a paradigm shift in the order of human life. Therefore, it is
difficult to fathom what this means for the future. Regardless, it does make sense that the demand for these
events may have been unanticipated; however, we cannot assume that the post COVID-19 world will go back to
what we had before COVID-19.
5. Comedic Content - The nature of Comedy in these times is likely the reason Comedy is largely done indoors.
Regardless, as stated above, we don't know what the post COVID-19 world will be.
6. Loitering - See the second paragraph.
The board's decision means that you can continue with your planned events into November and during the rest of
the expected run of Executive Order 7MM. This may be revisited come February or if the Governor extends or
calls an end to Executive Order 7MM. During this time, it is hoped that you can get a better handle on the noise.
Unfortunately, we aren't there yet.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message -----------------------

  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 2020 15:42:57 -0400
Subject: Response to September 28, 2020 Letter
  

Hi David,

Iâ€™ll be unavailable for tonightâ€™s meeting.Â I spoke with Tony this morning during his office hours
to specifically respond to the six points in the 9/28 letter.Â I included some comments below. Â Please
note that none of these issues are in violation of any town ordinances or policies.Â This operation is in
compliance.Â In mutual interest of working together and dialing in this concept, the concert team is
either taking action to respond or have mitigated the concerns on the list.Â

1. Volume â€“ The production crew has implemented several approaches to directionalize the

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

audio, equalize frequencies to level the balance of audio, and set decibel limiters during the
production.Â Note that weâ€™re investigating acoustic fencing solutions options and a few
other engineering efforts for further isolation.
Lighting â€“ I reviewed the pictures provided in the packet.Â Stage lighting is all directed onto
my property.Â
Traffic â€“ during regular rush hour (weekdays 4-5pm) vehicles proceeding on Rt 109 West into
the 63/109 intersection back up by as much as 14 vehicles.Â Following the concerts, at this
location there never exceeds two vehicles. Â Vehicles exciting the property are held at choke
points on the property to eliminate possible congestion.
Frequency â€“ Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Subsequent years will see a more
reasonable balance.
Comedic content - Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Comedians prefer to perform in
indoor clubs.
Loitering â€“ Event security has allowed attendees who arrive early to an event to enter the
property and queue on our laneway prior to gate time, so not to impede roadway traffic.Â Â
These appears to address the issue.Â

I noticed there has been a significant influx of letters of support since the last meeting.Â I hope those
statements can be shared with the commission so that there is a fair representation of the community
response.Â Highlighted in the many of the letters, others have clearly stated what benefits this
venture has provided our community. Particularly striking, is the note from neighbor John Murray.
I believe that this is a complementary and positive use of the property that provides trickle-down
benefits to the local economy.Â In contrast to some of the other options, I think this the right thing to
do.Â The concert series has provided a unique economic and cultural engine to the area.
Please note the attached document associated with the 2014 permit processed by Scott.Â Note that
the associated uses called out during that process is Â â€œIndoor/outdoor event rental spaceâ€ .Â
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Aneta Klusak
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; First Selectman
re[2]: [EXTERNAL] re: Regarding South Farms
Thursday, October 08, 2020 7:10:26 AM

Aneta
Thank you for your comments on the matter. I am sending your e-mail and what you read on 10/6 to be added to
the Planning and Zoning section on the Town of Morris website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 2020 14:31:52 -0400
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] re: Regarding South Farms
  

Hi Mr. Wiig,Â

Thank you! No worries, I understand you're a busy man and must get many e-mails. I appreciate
the transparency you provided last night.Â
I do not plan to read my same statement again tonight, but you mentioned something about
statements going on public record. I am attaching a copy of my statement from last night and ask
that it become a part of the public record. Please let me know if I shouldÂ forward it to someone
else for that purpose.
Thank you again. It was nice to meet you in person!
Aneta Klusak
On Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 8:40 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:

Aneta
Â
If there wasn't a response to this e-mail, that was an oversight.Â I attempted toÂ reply to everyone who emailed.Â In case I did miss you, I did want to reply.Â I figured it would be better for me toÂ send theÂ replies
rather than have Tony do this.
Â
As was told to the others,Â yourÂ communication is on the record.Â It was read into the record of the
meeting.Â It was included as an attachment to the letter that was sent to Ben Paletsky and copied to the Board
of Selectman.Â I do appreciate you input and am working to find a workable resolution to the situation.
At the meeting tonight, you mentioned that you wanted the application.Â It is attached.Â The agenda for
tomorrowÂ night is also attached.
Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To:Â wiig@optonline.net
Date:Â Fri, 18 Sep 2020 16:04:15 -0400
Subject:Â Regarding South Farms
ÂÂ

Dear Mr. Wiig,Ã‚Â

I apologize if you have already received this message from me via the
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" e-mail account, but I wanted to make sure my
experience from 2 miles away from South Farms was documented for the consideration of the

Planning and Zoning Committee.
Thank you,Ã‚Â
Aneta Klusak
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Klusak, Aneta <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
Date: Thu, Sep 17, 2020 at 3:37 PM
Subject: Regarding South Farms
To: <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Hello,Ã‚Â
My name is Aneta Klusak and I am a resident of Morris, located at the end of Isaiah Smith
Lane and about 2 miles from the South Farms venue. Due to theÃ‚Â fields between us, sound
is traveling very, very clearly... even if the venue is within legal limits.Ã‚Â
I have been in contact with the first selectman and he has let me know that your committee has
been meeting. I am forwarding you my latest e-mail to him below. I am also happy to come to
one of your Zoom meetings or cooperate with you any way possible to see this resolved.
Thank you for your help!
Sincerely,Ã‚Â
Aneta Klusak
9/16/2020
Dear Mr. Weik,Ã‚Â
Please find attached videos of different shows recorded from my porch and a map showing
where I am. My perception is that the volume has somehow increased. We live in an old
house, and I can hear the beat in every room of my home with the windows closed. I can now
even hear the crowd cheering, which shows how well the sound travels over the fields between
us and the farm even if they are meeting a legal decibel limit. I ask you to please travel the area
during a show for the full effect. YouÃ¢â‚¬â„¢re welcome to hear it from inside our
home.Ã‚Â
I cannot imagine that anyone in Litchfield County - or the rest of the state? - is suddenly being
forced to live with a rock stadium in their backyard without a vote or neighborhood
approval.Ã‚Â My mother has health issues and is distressed by this five nights a week. I teach
in Brookfield and come home late, unable to concentrate on lesson planning because of this.
The situation simply exceeds the limits of reason. ItÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s an invasive burden on residents
who have always had peace here.Ã‚Â
We have sympathy for a business trying to continue under pandemic restrictions, but our chief
worry is that this is not a temporary measure. What is the town going to do? When exactly do
the permits for this expire? And what is the ownerÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s plan for the farm in the future,
when restrictions are lifted? Our nerves would be calmed with reassurance that this is not the
new normal.Ã‚Â
Thank you for your understanding and intervention.Ã‚Â

Sincerely,Ã‚Â
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David Wiig
South Farms
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; First Selectman
re: Response to September 28, 2020 Letter
Thursday, October 08, 2020 7:05:36 AM
~gmF005.png
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~gmE003.png

Ben
Thank you for the letter. Given that the board's legal advice is that your use does not fall under Executive Order
7MM and that the use is having a severe negative effect on your neighbors, a Cease and Desist Order was issued
at last night. It is effective on 2/1/2021, which is when the current executive order expires. A more formal letter to
this affect will be sent by the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I just wanted you to hear it from the board not the
newspapers.
Regarding your letter, it appears that there was a misunderstanding on part of what loitering applies to.  The
biggest concern on that matter is not whether people are roaming around on the roads before the concert. While
this is a concern, the other aspect of the loitering that occurs should be of concern to you and it is not really
something under your control. This concern is that is that people have been observed taking in a concert for free.
I personally witnessed this happening at the intersection of Higbie Road and Benton Road. There were also
reports during public testimony of people doing something similar along route 63 and other places.
On the other items, here is some feedback:
1. Volume - Recently, the sound that projects to the West has not been as bad as it was during the week of
September 21st. While, this could be weather related, it is what I have observed from my house. Regardless, the
sound that projects to the East and North does not appear to be better, based on public testimony.  There are a
number of sound complaints from from people who live on Slab Meadow Road, Trotta Lane and Isaiah Smith
Lane. The comments indicate that there has been no improvement for them.
2. Lighting - It is good to know that the light projects towards your property. Is all lighting projecting downwards?
The picture in question I believe is taken somewhere on Trotta Lane.
3. Traffic - It appears that you do a good job of managing traffic. Regardless, having people drive a half-mile up
Higbie Road is not the most desirable path for traffic to run. An use of this size is best served if traffic comes from
a state highway that is better equipped to handle it. Since the permit was granted under the COVID executive
order, it is temporary and as such a new driveway cut on route 63 was not possible.
4. Frequency - The affects of COVID-19 are an anomaly from what we have known. Regardless, the post COVID19 world is not here yet. COVID-19 may provide a paradigm shift in the order of human life. Therefore, it is
difficult to fathom what this means for the future. Regardless, it does make sense that the demand for these
events may have been unanticipated; however, we cannot assume that the post COVID-19 world will go back to
what we had before COVID-19.
5. Comedic Content - The nature of Comedy in these times is likely the reason Comedy is largely done indoors.
Regardless, as stated above, we don't know what the post COVID-19 world will be.
6. Loitering - See the second paragraph.
The board's decision means that you can continue with your planned events into November and during the rest of
the expected run of Executive Order 7MM. This may be revisited come February or if the Governor extends or
calls an end to Executive Order 7MM. During this time, it is hoped that you can get a better handle on the noise.
Unfortunately, we aren't there yet.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message -----------------------

  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 2020 15:42:57 -0400
Subject: Response to September 28, 2020 Letter
  

Hi David,

Iâ€™ll be unavailable for tonightâ€™s meeting.Â I spoke with Tony this morning during his office hours
to specifically respond to the six points in the 9/28 letter.Â I included some comments below. Â Please
note that none of these issues are in violation of any town ordinances or policies.Â This operation is in
compliance.Â In mutual interest of working together and dialing in this concept, the concert team is
either taking action to respond or have mitigated the concerns on the list.Â

1. Volume â€“ The production crew has implemented several approaches to directionalize the

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

audio, equalize frequencies to level the balance of audio, and set decibel limiters during the
production.Â Note that weâ€™re investigating acoustic fencing solutions options and a few
other engineering efforts for further isolation.
Lighting â€“ I reviewed the pictures provided in the packet.Â Stage lighting is all directed onto
my property.Â
Traffic â€“ during regular rush hour (weekdays 4-5pm) vehicles proceeding on Rt 109 West into
the 63/109 intersection back up by as much as 14 vehicles.Â Following the concerts, at this
location there never exceeds two vehicles. Â Vehicles exciting the property are held at choke
points on the property to eliminate possible congestion.
Frequency â€“ Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Subsequent years will see a more
reasonable balance.
Comedic content - Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Comedians prefer to perform in
indoor clubs.
Loitering â€“ Event security has allowed attendees who arrive early to an event to enter the
property and queue on our laneway prior to gate time, so not to impede roadway traffic.Â Â
These appears to address the issue.Â

I noticed there has been a significant influx of letters of support since the last meeting.Â I hope those
statements can be shared with the commission so that there is a fair representation of the community
response.Â Highlighted in the many of the letters, others have clearly stated what benefits this
venture has provided our community. Particularly striking, is the note from neighbor John Murray.
I believe that this is a complementary and positive use of the property that provides trickle-down
benefits to the local economy.Â In contrast to some of the other options, I think this the right thing to
do.Â The concert series has provided a unique economic and cultural engine to the area.
Please note the attached document associated with the 2014 permit processed by Scott.Â Note that
the associated uses called out during that process is Â â€œIndoor/outdoor event rental spaceâ€ .Â
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles; Douglas Barnes
FWD: Re: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Wednesday, October 07, 2020 6:23:05 PM

Board Members and Alternates        
Here is Steve's response to Ben's e-mail from about 10 days ago.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 2020 11:14:11 -0400
Subject: Re: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
  

I agree, Exec. Order 7MM says what it says - Outdoor Dining.
If you find that anyone wants to debate what is covered by this Executive Order, the Conn. Bar
Assoc. was heavily involved and there is a paper trail as to what the intent of the order is.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 9:52 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
As usual there are multiple interpretations of governmental actions.Â I understand and agree
with your opinion.Â I find it hard to get past the last three words in the title.Â Unless
someone can pick out language in the document that overtly contradicts the title; however, we
don't have that in this message.Â Regardless, we will see what happens.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <BPALETSKY@YAHOO.COM>

To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>, Lisa Barker
<lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2020 08:11:02 -0400
Subject: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
David,
Please note for the record that my council as well as the Selectman in Litchfield disagrees with
the interpretation highlighted in red below.Ã‚Â I understand you must defer to the guidance
offered to the commission.Ã‚Â The executive order refers generally to all commercial
â€œOutdoor Activitiesâ€ (as its essence is trying to enable all COVID impacted business)
and then expands that Outdoor Activities can also include Restaurants and Dining.Ã‚Â I raise
this point because Iâ€™m concerned that the perception of how itâ€™s stated below implies
my application was not invalid or completed with deceitful intentions - that was not the
case.Ã‚Â I assume the final determination would need to proceed through a process, where I
would have the opportunity to appeal. I think we both agree that thatâ€™s a moot pathway
given the short timeframe, but I wanted to make my concern about the statement below
clear.Ã‚Â Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 11:48 PM
To: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Lisa
Thank you for your input on the matter.Â This information will be shared with the board.Â It
will become part of the public matter.
As for the matter at hand, there are neighbors who feel that they cannot properly use their

property when the events are running.Â I do believe that their intentions as well as Ben's
intentions are good.Â It is not a witch hunt.
It also needs to be understood that the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's lawyer has
said that the application should not have been approved in the first place.Â It was approved
based on an executive order that is meant to only be used to expand outdoor dining for
establishments where the primary use is serving food.Â That is not the case with
southFARMS.Â
Additionally, the lawyer also said that Municipal Estoppel applies.Â Municipal Estoppel
applies because approval was granted and Ben naturally went ahead, invested in the business
and made it operational.Â As a result, the town would likely be liable for his financial
investment.Â
Given the situation, the board decided that we didn't need to have a court make this
determination.Â As a result, we are allowing him to continue his use for the time being.Â
Please note that the approval at the most extends for the duration of the executive order.Â We
are just trying to address of of the issues raised by the neighbors along the way.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin
Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,Â "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>,Â "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2020 10:40:02 -0400
Subject: South Farms -Twilight Series

To whom it may concern;
IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and
totally unwarranted, witch hunt against South Farms; regarding the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Twilight
SeriesÃ¢â‚¬ .
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that the
Paletsky Family, and their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.Ã‚
BenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on
supporting his community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for
generations. Ranging from farmers markets, to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful
venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is constantly thinking outside
the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love that he has
shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and togetherness, during a we
so desperately need it. Not to mention Ben is yet again supporting the local economy during a
time when these restaurants, shops, and inns need it the most.Ã‚Â I would also like to point
out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I never once was effected by noise, nor traffic,
stemming from any events held at South Farms, and I was a stones throw away.Ã‚

I know that whenever the PaletskyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s have a new idea, they have the
communityÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s best interest at the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this
and working together, instead of trying to tear it down. It would be a travesty for these events
to end.
Sincerely,Ã‚
L. Barker

October 6, 2020
My name is Aneta Klusak. I live 2 miles from the venue.
My mother and I moved to Morris last year from Waterbury. We searched for a house for over a year, looking for a place
where we could experience quiet. My mother has a number of health issues exacerbated by stress -- and the biggest
stressor at our former home was the sound of loud vehicles - especially those that blasted their speakers as they drove
past the house. We specifically came to Morris to escape this.
What we found in Morris was a tranquil White Memorial preserve and a peaceful community. This w
 as a place where we
could finally relax and breathe.
What the town is currently allowing to take place at South Farms is unconscionable. The 5 nights of music at 2+ hours per
night places MORE auditory disturbance into my home than I have ever experienced. This is worse than Waterbury, and I
am stunned that I have to make that comparison.
I teach 45 minutes away in Brookfield and get home late, expecting an evening - like ANY working adult - during which I
can decompress and prepare my lessons for the next day. I don’t get to relax. South Farms has decided that I do NOT get
to relax in my own home.
For those that would accuse us of exaggerating or not showing support to a local family during the pandemic, I want to
paint this image: imagine that it’s your next door neighbor turning their sound system to music of their choice on full
volume in their backyard every single night for two hours straight.
No one else sympathizes because they’re distant from this. WE’RE the unlucky ones.
But this would cause outrage anywhere else and it fell on our doorsteps.
When I sit on my deck, the singing and instruments fill my whole yard.
When I sit in my living room with all windows closed, the thumping of the bass often comes through the walls.
You reach a point where the sound triggers a nervous system response. It makes me feel sick.
Our neighborhood’s serenity is destroyed. I feel as though I am no longer in a quaint town and by a nature preserve - I
feel as though I’m living next to a nightclub, or Yankee Stadium, and that is NOT what I moved here for.
I did NOT move next to the Oakdale Theater or the Bethlehem Fairgrounds, where I would have expected to hear this.
This has ruined two months of my life when the pandemic is already crushing my school year at work.
I can’t open my window and enjoy fresh air.
I can’t be asleep by 9.
I’m getting physically ill because the only reprieve I get from stress in my life now are the Monday nights when there isn’t a
concert.
The one place we can safely BE during this pandemic is our home, and our properties have essentially been encroached
upon by music.
I never consented to this. I can only imagine how people living within 1 mile are suffering.
Any remotely reasonable person would agree that NO business should profit at the expense of even ONE person’s
suffering, pandemic or not.
But South Farms has b
 een allowed to profit at the cost of my health. And my mother’s health. Any attempts the owner has
apparently made to mediate this have not reduced the impact on my life. I am greatly suspicious as to why this continues
with seemingly no recourse.
At this point, even if the noise is totally remediated, there’s an awful taste in our mouths. I have concerns about my home
value, taxes, crowds - and how this has completely altered the atmosphere of our small town.
I want to close by saying… the town needs to take responsibility for the turmoil this is causing us.
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P and Zers
Here is Ben's response to the letter.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 2020 15:42:57 -0400
Subject: Response to September 28, 2020 Letter
  

Hi David,

Iâ€™ll be unavailable for tonightâ€™s meeting.Â I spoke with Tony this morning during his office hours
to specifically respond to the six points in the 9/28 letter.Â I included some comments below. Â Please
note that none of these issues are in violation of any town ordinances or policies.Â This operation is in
compliance.Â In mutual interest of working together and dialing in this concept, the concert team is
either taking action to respond or have mitigated the concerns on the list.Â

1. Volume â€“ The production crew has implemented several approaches to directionalize the

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

audio, equalize frequencies to level the balance of audio, and set decibel limiters during the
production.Â Note that weâ€™re investigating acoustic fencing solutions options and a few
other engineering efforts for further isolation.
Lighting â€“ I reviewed the pictures provided in the packet.Â Stage lighting is all directed onto
my property.Â
Traffic â€“ during regular rush hour (weekdays 4-5pm) vehicles proceeding on Rt 109 West into
the 63/109 intersection back up by as much as 14 vehicles.Â Following the concerts, at this
location there never exceeds two vehicles. Â Vehicles exciting the property are held at choke
points on the property to eliminate possible congestion.
Frequency â€“ Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Subsequent years will see a more
reasonable balance.
Comedic content - Covid year is an anomaly to the norm.Â Comedians prefer to perform in
indoor clubs.
Loitering â€“ Event security has allowed attendees who arrive early to an event to enter the
property and queue on our laneway prior to gate time, so not to impede roadway traffic.Â Â
These appears to address the issue.Â

I noticed there has been a significant influx of letters of support since the last meeting.Â I hope those

statements can be shared with the commission so that there is a fair representation of the community
response.Â Highlighted in the many of the letters, others have clearly stated what benefits this
venture has provided our community. Particularly striking, is the note from neighbor John Murray.
I believe that this is a complementary and positive use of the property that provides trickle-down
benefits to the local economy.Â In contrast to some of the other options, I think this the right thing to
do.Â The concert series has provided a unique economic and cultural engine to the area.
Please note the attached document associated with the 2014 permit processed by Scott.Â Note that
the associated uses called out during that process is Â â€œIndoor/outdoor event rental spaceâ€ .Â
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Andrew Tita
wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
kathriona.tita@outlook.com
South Farms Concerts
Wednesday, October 07, 2020 4:07:36 PM

To Whom it May Concern,
In light of recent articles that we have read in the Waterbury Republican American, as well as some
negative social media attacks against certain town residents, my wife and I feel it is important that
we voice our support of the Paletsky's South Farms concert series. We are aware of a small group of
residents that have been attacking South Farms for the implementation of a concert venue. Given
some of the social media posts I feel attacking is a fair word to use. While understandably there may
be some valid minor inconveniences, we are certain that Mr. Paletsky is true to his word that he is
working to resolve the concerns. Based on our interactions with Mr. and Mrs. Paletsky over the
years it has been very clear that they always have the best interest of their town at heart. My wife
and I have been to 3 different shows to date at the new venue, and have been nothing but
impressed with the professional manner of the staffing as well as the safety protocols being
followed. We find the references in the articles printed in the Republican American regarding issues
about Loitering and traffic to be laughable. In our 3 experiences at the venue, we have witnessed
staff patrolling the fields to ensure people are not congregating near their cars, as well as staff to
ensure all cars are exited smoothly with no back up anywhere to be seen. The most recent article in
the paper quoted a person on Isaiah Smith Lane complaining about their life being ruined because of
the concerts. We also live on that same street, and in fact live significantly closer to the top of the
road than the person in the article. Personally, we both find their claims to be completely
outrageous. We have occasionally heard the music during certain shows, but it has not been
anywhere near the noise level being claimed in the article.
In this time of uncertainty due to COVID, this venue has been a bright spot in our community. With
the exception of the news articles and social media, my wife and I have experienced not one single
negative response to the venue but, rather, we have experienced only positive expressions of
support from fellow residents. I certainly hope that the same small faction of residents who seem
to be against any positive change to this town are not allowed to ruin what we feel is an excellent
and much needed addition to our small town.
Sincerely,
Andrew & Kathriona Tita
63 Isaiah Smith Ln.
Morris, Ct 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

patrickdisarro@gmail.com
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; selectmen@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms concerts making Morris residents "physically ill"
Wednesday, October 07, 2020 12:20:47 AM

Greetings Representatives of Morris,
Please forgive me for butting into your local business. Morris is a wonderful neighboring community
for which I have the highest respect. I just want to share my reaction and comment to this article…
https://www.rep-am.com/local/localnews/2020/10/06/south-farms-concerts-making-morrisresidents-physically-ill/
I don’t know any of the people involved in this conflict and I don’t doubt the discomfort of the
people complaining. I just want to share my reaction and thank you for allowing Sunday’s concert to
take place.
Respectfully,
Patrick DiSarro
Woodbury, CT

My Comment in the Rep-Am:
My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed The Lone Bellow concert Sunday night. It was completely
safe, almost to a fault. The concert was over by 8:00pm. The sound system was just loud
enough to fully enjoy the beautiful harmonies emanating from the stage. The motorcycles
passing by on Route 63 were louder than the amplifiers. It was a rare bright spot in the
pandemic to be able to enjoy a live performance from a group in their prime, hitting their
stride, releasing a wonderful album two weeks before the pandemic hit. They were SO
happy to be able to perform for us and we were equally happy to soak it up (I was the guy
in Grid 10E grinning and playing air guitar the entire time.) However, it was cold and these
concerts are temporary. Hopefully soon South Farms will be able to return to being a
prosperous wedding venue paying lots of Morris taxes and these performers will be able to
return to College Street Music Hall and other great venues. I have read previous articles in
the Rep-Am about residents complaints, so after the concert I pulled up Google Earth. I
can count on one hand the number of houses possibly negatively effected by these
concerts. I wish I owned one of these houses! Physically Ill?? I call BS! And maybe you
should dial back your Waterbury bashing a bit. These very few local residents need to suck
it up for another month so that thousands of spectators can enjoy this port in the storm of
COVID-19 and talented artists like The Lone Bellow can find outlets to perform, support
themselves and their work. God bless Ben Paletsky and Manic Productions! If you live
nearby, please hold your ears for another few weeks so those of us who are “physically ill”
from lack of live music and other trappings of normalcy can have a rare magical evening in
2020.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Concerts
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:34:54 PM

Lori
Thank you for the insight, it has been shared with the board.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 29 Sep 2020 19:08:06 -0400
Subject: Concerts
  

Dear Commission memebers,
Tonight Tuesday Sept29th finally some relief from the drought with nice steady rain and grateful
dead music piping through my closed windows and doors.
I finally realized how this approval from the ZEO and Tom and Erica fits under out door dining.
Makes alot of sense to me now..
Not sure but when I drove by from my long day at work and saw people on the wet muddy slope
w no cover during the rain, I went back to 1969.
No doubt this fits under out door dining.
Ridiculously funny.
Lori Lindenmuth
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Meeting
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:30:38 PM

Chuck
Thank you for this information. As with everything else, it will be shared with the board.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 29 Sep 2020 23:21:51 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Re: Meeting
  

David, there are people in litchfield that can hear this concert even with the rain muffling
it. Is the town going to do anything about this? The longer this goes on with no
answers or actions the worse it gets. Have you heard back from Steve Byrne
regarding cease and desist option. I suspect the number of people in town that are not
accepting this is growing daily... you are going to have to shut this down whether you
act now or later and there is no reason to wait if you make a condition of the cease and
desist that this ends in october. ...Chuck
On Tuesday, September 29, 2020, 06:53:41 AM EDT, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Chuck
The reason this meeting was not a good meeting to take public comment is that all public comments are to
be directed at the board. That is how public hearings are held too. We cannot hold a question and answer
session.
The best way would be to have people send questions before a meeting and the board can ask the
questions. I would have asked your questions; however, I did not receive them before the meeting. I am
not sure if I have received them since.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 27 Sep 2020 22:22:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

David,
Prior to your last zoom meeting in reference to South Farms, you had agreed to take my
questions and present them to Ben and others that would be present at the meeting. I had asked your
assistance since I was unavailable to attend the zoom meeting. During the zoning meeting when you had
asked the board for thier opinions, the second selectman Erica Dorsett interjected and told you there would
be no such questioning allowed. You accepted her request. Being that she is both best friends and a
champion of Ben and south farms ,and also the second selectman, the optics of this did not go over well for
many residents who heard the discussion. My question is if you are the commissioner of the zoning board
and have 30 years experience,why did you change your mind about opening the meeting up to questions
,obviously prior to the meeting your intent was to allow it. Thank you Chuck Aleksinas  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concert tonight at South farm
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:24:41 PM
video-1601425999.mp4

Jeton
For the record.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: renee normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>
TO:   "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 01:14:42 +0000 (UTC)
RE:   Concert tonight at South farm
Mr Wiig
For your listening pleasure. I am 1.5 miles from the stage and I can assure you this clip with the rain and cars in the
background you can not even begin to hear the true sound/volume that I can actually hear.It gets louder as the clip
goes on so please listen to the whole 48 seconds.This was early in the night first song I believe,with me simply
holding my phone out my front door.I know you will think this dosen't sound that bad...well it is..Enough Morris
enough, how is this allowed to happen.And the show continues as I type this .Also I have not heard back from Mr
Adili yet from my emailÂ 4-5 days ago.
Regards
Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Beth Aleksinas
Beth Aleksinas; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Noise
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:16:32 PM

Beth
Thank you for your e-mail. I understand your concerns. This will be shared with the board and become part of
the record on the matter.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Beth Aleksinas <getfit@morrismountainfitnesscenter.com>
To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 1 Oct 2020 00:37:19 +0000
Subject: Noise
  

Hello David, I have been reluctant to express how I feel about the noise at Ben Peletskys Venue.
But ...tonight, as a business owner, had to endure loud music that deeply impacted my ability to
conduct my work...I have spoken to Ben personally...I feel that is always the best approach. I
pleaded with him to turn the volume down. He offered Chuck and I tickets to one of his venues
and stated his hardship due to the Corona Virus. I pleaded him to turn his music down. I was
run off the road walking my dog today, past his venue. Had to jump into the grass to avoid a car
that nearly hit me and my dog. I too have been shut down due to the virus and I am trying to
conduct a business that serves my community. 75% of my business comes from my community.
Tonight I had to apologize for the noise coming thru my studio that was impacting and upsetting
my patrons. As they left the building the noise was so loud and embarrassing. I would like to
know what I need to do or say to have this amended...did you as a council agree upon this...this
is affected my life and affected my ability to conduct my business. Not only my business but my
personal life. As you know my primary residence is 17 Trotta Lane. The music is sooo loud that I
could sell tickets to sit on my lawn.. Morris must grow in order to bring new business and life to
our town. But if it deeply affects our ability our civil rights we need to rethink all of this. Please
let me know how you will all proceed in this matter. Thank you for your time...Beth
Beth Aleksinas
Owner
Morris Mountain Fitness Center
(860) 459-0797
getfit@morrismountainfitnesscenter.com

Let's Connect!
Website
Facebook
Join my mailing list!

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Noise
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:08:27 PM
Snapchat-827890067(1).mp4

Jeton
A copy for the record.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Sophia Voight <svoight03@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 21:12:19 -0400
Subject: Noise
  

Hi Mr. Wiig, I live on straits turnpike lane, about a mile from the south farms venue.Â Â The
noise from the last two concerts has given me a migraine, and is so loud there is nowhere in my
house that I can escape it.Â I've attached a recording of it from my bedroom window, tho it is
somewhat muted by the phone quality recording.Â This is an unacceptable standard of life in
town, and I sincerely hope something will be done about it.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Planning & Zoning; Jeton Adili
FWD: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:52:19 PM

Steve
As usual there are multiple interpretations of governmental actions. I understand and agree with your opinion. I
find it hard to get past the last three words in the title. Unless someone can pick out language in the document that
overtly contradicts the title; however, we don't have that in this message. Regardless, we will see what happens.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <BPALETSKY@YAHOO.COM>
To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>, Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>,
"1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2020 08:11:02 -0400
Subject: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
David,
Please note for the record that my council as well as the Selectman in Litchfield disagrees with the interpretation
highlighted in red below.Â I understand you must defer to the guidance offered to the commission.Â The executive
order refers generally to all commercial â€œOutdoor Activitiesâ€ (as its essence is trying to enable all COVID
impacted business) and then expands that Outdoor Activities can also include Restaurants and Dining.Â I raise this
point because Iâ€™m concerned that the perception of how itâ€™s stated below implies my application was not
invalid or completed with deceitful intentions - that was not the case.Â I assume the final determination would need
to proceed through a process, where I would have the opportunity to appeal. I think we both agree that thatâ€™s a
moot pathway given the short timeframe, but I wanted to make my concern about the statement below clear.Â
Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 11:48 PM
To: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,

"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Lisa
Thank you for your input on the matter. This information will be shared with the board. It will become part of the
public matter.
As for the matter at hand, there are neighbors who feel that they cannot properly use their property when the events
are running. I do believe that their intentions as well as Ben's intentions are good. It is not a witch hunt.
It also needs to be understood that the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's lawyer has said that the
application should not have been approved in the first place. It was approved based on an executive order that is
meant to only be used to expand outdoor dining for establishments where the primary use is serving food. That is
not the case with southFARMS.
Additionally, the lawyer also said that Municipal Estoppel applies. Municipal Estoppel applies because approval
was granted and Ben naturally went ahead, invested in the business and made it operational. As a result, the town
would likely be liable for his financial investment.
Given the situation, the board decided that we didn't need to have a court make this determination. As a result, we
are allowing him to continue his use for the time being. Please note that the approval at the most extends for the
duration of the executive order. We are just trying to address of of the issues raised by the neighbors along the way.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky
<bpaletsky@yahoo.com>, "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2020 10:40:02 -0400
Subject: South Farms -Twilight Series

To whom it may concern;
IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and totally unwarranted, witch
hunt against South Farms; regarding the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Twilight SeriesÃ¢â‚¬Â .
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that the Paletsky Family, and
their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.Ã‚
BenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on supporting his
community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for generations. Ranging from farmers markets,
to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is
constantly thinking outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love that he has
shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and togetherness, during a we so desperately need it.
Not to mention Ben is yet again supporting the local economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns
need it the most.Ã‚ I would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I never once was
effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South Farms, and I was a stones throw away.Ã‚
I know that whenever the PaletskyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s have a new idea, they have the communityÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s best interest at
the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working together, instead of trying to tear it down. It
would be a travesty for these events to end.

Sincerely,Ã‚
L. Barker

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; buddy96; lindenmuthlori@gmail.com
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:09:57 PM

David,
As.part of the agenda tomorrow night;
I am requesting the all of Ben's previous approvals for SOUTH farms be read on the record.
(Not for his new business.) Bob Macintosh has them as he stated in the last meeting he had
reviewed all of them. We don't know why these are not being released to us, clearly from
tonight's meeting many have requested them.
Second, I am requesting the commission to tell the public exactly when do these concerts
actually end before he has to "reapply"?
Third, the commission needs to serve Bens new business a C&D order ASAP. Before he
schedules more concerts. Or builds more structures. This commission needs to help protect
this community from further suffering.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:42 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The

supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Diorio
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: South Farms
Monday, October 05, 2020 4:01:12 PM

To: Planning and Zoning,
I am resending this to you because my original email did not have your correct email.
Pat
---------- Original Message ---------From: Diorio <pdiorio2@optimum.net>
To: 1stselectman@townofmorris.com, wiig@optonline.net,
planningandzoning@townofmorris.com
Cc: bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Date: October 2, 2020 at 12:44 PM
Subject: South Farms
Dear Tommy,
As you know, we live in an in-law apartment at 69 Anderson Road that
borders Ben Paletsky's property.
We are writing to tell you that we whole heartedly support Ben's new
venture. We are so impressed that he has found a way to follow al the
Covid rules and provide a service that provides jobs and income for
himself, the town and town businesses.
We can hear the music from our back deck, but it is not loud or
bothersome.
We encourage you to work with Ben to assure neighbors are not
subjected to loud noise, if this is indeed happening, and allow him to
expand this business.
If you need to contact us, you can reach us at 860-567-3473.
Nick and Pat Diorio

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Monday, October 05, 2020 8:19:49 AM

Tony,
A person named Kathryn called and has questions about South Farms Concerts. Please call her back
this morning at 860-201-3913.
Thank you,
Tom
Thomas Weik
1st Selectman
Town of Morris
Morris,CT                                              

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Karen Brady
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Sunday, October 04, 2020 3:32:45 PM

Good Morning,
We wanted to write to the Town of Morris in support of the new music/event venue at South Farms.
We have been residents of Morris for over 20 years and are involved in a lot of different committees and town
activities. We have always tried to support new ventures and ideas that create jobs, revenue and fun for residents.
We know that there has been some controversy over the sound coming from the events at South Farms. We can even
hear some music from our house. We know that Ben Paletsky is aware and has been working with event staff to
regulate this.
To us, living in a small town means being part of a community. From our home we can hear the gunshots from Rod
and Gun Club, we can smell Popey’s grill and the fertilizer that’s put on the farm fields. We can hear the Concerts
on the Green, recess at JMS, the fire siren and church bells. We deal with traffic from the Bethlehem Fair and we
run to the Dollar General to get milk. We are also parents of three young adults and we support anything that is a
draw for young people to our area. In fact, we can’t wait to go ourselves.
We hope that the Town of Morris will support South Farms’ new venture and allow these events to continue.
Thank you,
Karen and Scott Brady
(and family)

-**Preparing all students for learning, living and
achieving.
**
Regional
School District No. 6 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth
groups.
The following people have been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the
non-discrimination policies:
Title IX – Contact
Debbie DeLisle
35 Wamogo
Road, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-361-9022
Section 504 Contact
Deb Foley
98
Wamogo Road, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-567-6642

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Diorio
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Friday, October 02, 2020 12:51:39 PM

Tommy,
We are writing to let you know that we support Ben Paletsky and his new venture.
Although our property borders Ben's, we are not disturbed by the music although we
can hear it when we sit on our back deck.
We feel the town should support Ben in this new venture. You all know how difficult it
is for small businesses at this point.
We believe these concerts are not only helping Ben but are creating jobs and bringing
business to the town and other town businesses.
Please work with Ben so the concerts can continue.
Nicole Diorio and Evelyn Riddick
69 Anderson Road

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Thursday, October 01, 2020 2:07:44 PM

Hi David,
I have this long standing memory of how disorganized a dept becomes when needing to find
papers in a situation like this.
BoB Macintosh stated in the meeting he reviewed all of Bens previous Approvals so maybe he
can lend a hand for easy access.
TIA
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:44 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.

Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:56:23 PM

Again I Thank you!!! Your responsiveness is very much appreciated.
This is time sensitive info I need, anything you can do to expedite my retrieval will also be
appreciated!!
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:44 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ----------

FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; buddy96
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:42:36 PM

Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is pertinent
to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
buddy96; David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:18:29 PM

David,
I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>

Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 5:41:35 PM

David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th

Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 5:23:05 PM
Morris P+Z - Special Meeting - 20200916 at 7PM.pdf

Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:54:03 PM

Hello Everyone,
I am requesting for the second time.
All approvals and conditions for south farms.
I am sure you are all busy but given the circumstances presented to us we need some of this
information last week. You are holding up my process.
Please respond.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Nancy Kish Gargiulo
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 11:09:56 AM

Dear Officials of Morris CT,
We are writing to you to express our appreciation and gratitude for South Farms.
We live in Trumbull, Connecticut (and 1/2 the year in Sarasota FL). We have visited South Farms a few
times since Ben Paletsky took over proprietorship of the farm. Ben's vision for sustainable farming is
highly commendable! The Farmer's Market brings in business from outside of Morris, as well as Morris,
and provides a venue for local farmers, craftspersons, and food trucks. He has created business
opportunities for many others.
White Barn at South Farms was born, and quickly become a popular wedding venue. It was named
Favorite Wedding Venue by Orbitz last year, I believe. Wow. Again, putting Morris CT "on the map" and
creating business opportunities for local businesses.
South Farm and White Barn were hit hard by Covid, like many small businesses. That didn't stop Ben
from coming up with another idea - a socially distanced, outdoor concert and comedy venue! We were
thrilled to hear that Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes, a band we have followed from Asbury Park,
to NYC, to Fairfield County CT, and to Florida venues, would be coming to SOUTH FARMS. A nationally
known band performing at South Farms during Covid! We spoke with Ben and his sister Rachel during
and after the concert. They had studied the sound, traffic and security (Covid and other) implications of
opening the venue, and were and continue to be sensitive to addressing any concerns and perfecting the
new venue's operations. As consumers, we found everything to be wildly successful. It was a fantastic
evening, making us forget for a moment that live entertainment is all but non-existent due to Covid.
Ben has brought music, comedy and live entertainment back. People from NYC, Fairfield County, Boston,
Westchester NY, New Hampshire, etc. are travelling to Morris. This should be seen as a HUGE positive
for the town, when many communities are seeing businesses close for lack of revenue.
Ben is the ultimate gentleman and entrepreneur - some would find that an oxymoron, but the two are
married well in his keen sense of business, community and passion. How fortunate for Morris !
Sincerely,
Nancy Kish and Joe Gargiulo
Trumbull CT and Sarasota FL

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct com
Fwd: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:43:27 AM

-------- Original Message -------Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
From: "Roberta J. Kirschbaum" <rjkirschbaum@optonline.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 11:42 AM
To: "1stselectman@townofmorrisct com" <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
CC:

Yes, I did see that but thought that since I am not a resident I would not be able to attend.
Thank you for the invitation to join! It sounded like it was a virtual meeting - is there a link to
join - and what time does it begin?
I will do my absolute best to attend but I work in a hospital and I am on call this evening
which is very unpredictable.   If I am unable to attend I would appreciate if my views were
shared.
I appreciate all of your efforts in addressing this concern.
On September 16, 2020, at 9:03 AM, 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
wrote:
Roberta,
I did receive your email yesterday. I don't always have time to respond to
every email received in 24 hours. You may have also noticed in the
newspaper that this is being discussed at the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting and you are welcome to attend.
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:34 AM
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I sent an email to you yesterday informing you that the noise from the music
events at the South Farms venue is still a problem for us.
I have read several articles published in local newspapers lately extolling

the 'virtues' of the concerts based on feedback from patrons who have
attended.
What it comes down to is this: I cannot think of an argument that supersedes
the rights of property owners in the immediate and neighboring communities
who pay property taxes and have the absolute right to a quality of life
conducive to their personal well-being.
I am CERTAIN that the patrons who visit this venue enjoy it and THEN GO HOME
TO THEIR QUIET HOMES AND ENJOY A PEACEFUL NIGHT'S SLEEP. I am also
CERTAIN
those who own and are employed by this venue GO HOME TO THEIR QUIET HOMES
AND ENJOY A PEACEFUL NIGHT'S SLEEP. How is it that their rights would
override those in the community who have to endure the continuous disruption
to their lives that the pounding noise from this venue generates?
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT 06759

> On September 9, 2020 at 7:59 AM 1st Selectman
> <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
>
>
> Roberta,
> Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in
> contact with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know
> that they are working on the sound system to minimize any issues and
> your input on this issue is very important. Please feel free to inform
> me if this issue continues.
> Thank you,
> Tom Weik
>
> -----Original Message----> From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
> Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
> To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
> Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
>
> I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at
> South Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while
> one of these concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming
> coming through my bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall
> asleep or find any solace in my own home because of this. How is this even
> legal???? Do I need
> to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
>
> Roberta Kirschbaum

> 420 Northfield Road
> Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:40:03 AM

I have had multiple communications with Tom Weik regarding the noise issue at South Farms.
Here is the most recent. What is the status of this issue? It is very disruptive to my life. I will
forward my previous communications with Tom to you.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

-------- Original Message -------Subject: RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
From: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 9:25 AM
To: "Roberta J. Kirschbaum" <rjkirschbaum@optonline.net>
CC: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com

Roberta,
The South Farms issue is currently before the Planning and Zoning Commission
and they have had several meetings to work on it. Here is the Planning and
Zoning email: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
They should have the most up to date information for you.
Thank you,
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 8:18 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I am lying in bed attempting to sleep and the noise coming from South Farms
is DISGUSTING. What is being done about this situation?
Roberta Kirschbaum
On September 9, 2020, at 7:59 AM, 1st Selectman
<1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Roberta,
Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in contact
with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know that they are
working on the sound system to minimize any issues and your input on this
issue is very important. Please feel free to inform me if this issue
continues.
Thank you,
Tom Weik
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at South
Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while one of these
concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming coming through my
bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall asleep or find any
solace in my own home because of this. How is this even legal???? Do I need
to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:25:20 AM

Roberta,
The South Farms issue is currently before the Planning and Zoning Commission
and they have had several meetings to work on it. Here is the Planning and
Zoning email: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
They should have the most up to date information for you.
Thank you,
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 8:18 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I am lying in bed attempting to sleep and the noise coming from South Farms
is DISGUSTING. What is being done about this situation?
Roberta Kirschbaum
On September 9, 2020, at 7:59 AM, 1st Selectman
<1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
Roberta,
Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in contact
with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know that they are
working on the sound system to minimize any issues and your input on this
issue is very important. Please feel free to inform me if this issue
continues.
Thank you,
Tom Weik
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at South
Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while one of these
concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming coming through my
bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall asleep or find any
solace in my own home because of this. How is this even legal???? Do I need
to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dana Lynne Montanari
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Twilight Concert Series
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 11:28:28 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to share my full support of the twilight concert series brought together by the
amazing folks at South Farms. I met Ben over five years ago when our paths crossed
professionally - I worked in catering at the time and he/his team were building something
amazing at the farm. Soon thereafter, my husband and I chose the farm as the space for our
wedding reception (and man, was it one for the books - no thanks to all of the love that was
put into the venue!) In one of my earlier conversations with Ben, he half-joking mentioned
how he would love for the farm to grow to become like the "Tanglewood of CT" some day. In
the years that followed that conversation, I watched as he turned that joke into a very real
possibility. It makes my soul happy when I see what is happening there these days. It makes
me especially happy to see that despite the hand that this year has dealt us all, that there is a
place for live entertainment, and a safe place at that, right here in our backyard.
I am a person who lives for experience, especially for live music. In 'the before times' I was
seeing three or four live performances a month. I could have cried driving into the field when
my husband and I came in for Warren Haynes a few weeks ago, and I will absolutely cry when
we come back in October for our most favorite band, moe. It was comfortable, enjoyable and most importantly - it was safe. I thank my stars that I have crossed paths with Ben and this
farm. It is one of CT's treasures and I look forward to seeing how all of this evolves for the
community AND for the state.
All my best, Dana Lynne

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dwayne Pond
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiigg@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Concert series at South Farms
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 4:05:17 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to voice my opinion regarding the twilight concerts at South Farms. I know there
have been a lot of complaints regarding the sound and disturbance that it has been causing,
and I'll start by saying that we haven't been able to hear anything for the past week or so, and
we live right across the street. While the noise may have been an issue for some, the main
thing for me is that the concerts at the farm are what is keeping the farm alive and prospering.
The alternate would be no events at all, and the farm eventually dissolving. At that point, the
land could be sold and used for residential property which would get rid of all the beautiful
farm land we love seeing every day. It is a good trade off in my opinion. It is also providing
something to lift people up and make them happy in such an uncertain time. Another thing
that I think is very beneficial is it is helping the economy in town. People are coming from all
over to these events, and eating at our restaurants and helping our businesses. The Barn
restaurant is always busy, so is Giovannis, and the gas station is often full, which wasn't the
case a couple of months ago. It's clear that the events aren't only helping South Farms, but the
town businesses as well. My wife recently attended an event and said that everything was
executed with so much attention to detail and safety precautions, that she felt safe and
comfortable being at an event like this, even during a pandemic. Nothing is overlooked.
Overall, I think that the benefits of these events far outweigh any negatives there may be, and
any issues that have arisen, I know that Ben and everyone else are working hard to remedy.
Thank you.
Dwayne Pond

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Meeting
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 6:53:40 AM

Chuck
The reason this meeting was not a good meeting to take public comment is that all public comments are to be
directed at the board. That is how public hearings are held too. We cannot hold a question and answer session.
The best way would be to have people send questions before a meeting and the board can ask the questions. I
would have asked your questions; however, I did not receive them before the meeting. I am not sure if I have
received them since.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 27 Sep 2020 22:22:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

David,
Prior to your last zoom meeting in reference to South Farms, you had agreed to take my
questions and present them to Ben and others that would be present at the meeting. I had asked your
assistance since I was unavailable to attend the zoom meeting. During the zoning meeting when you had
asked the board for thier opinions, the second selectman Erica Dorsett interjected and told you there would
be no such questioning allowed. You accepted her request. Being that she is both best friends and a
champion of Ben and south farms ,and also the second selectman, the optics of this did not go over well for
many residents who heard the discussion. My question is if you are the commissioner of the zoning board
and have 30 years experience,why did you change your mind about opening the meeting up to questions
,obviously prior to the meeting your intent was to allow it. Thank you Chuck Aleksinas  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Kushwara
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Yes to the concert series at South Farms
Monday, September 28, 2020 9:45:34 PM

Dear Mr. First Selectman and Planning and Zoning Department,
“If music be the food of love, play on”-Shakespeare
   As a Connecticut native and current resident, I wanted to write to you in support of the socially-distanced concerts series at
South Farms.
Connecticut does not have a thriving Arts scene and we want to keep as many young people in Connecticut as possible, so
letting the Arts flourish would help keep people of all ages in Connecticut; it can also help invite tourism. For example, I told
some of my friends from out-of-state about the Warren Haynes concerts and they are attending the shows. Some are staying at
a local air B and B. Attending the concert, paying vendors for their food, and their stay all help support the Connecticut
economy that needs a boost at a time like this.
The fact that South Farms is getting very respectable and well-known artists to come perform is attracting sold-out shows,
and also fans from other states. This is also very exciting to a life- long music appreciator like me. I am a visual artist in my
30’s so I wholeheartedly support these series.
Music brings people of all cultures together and exposes them to other cultures. Art is what nourishes the soul, the most
beautiful thing humans can make. During the COVID 19 pandemic, residents need live music more now than ever. Musicians
need to play for people, after all, we don’t want DJS to take over completely!
Thanks for your time and stay safe,
Sarah Kushwara

--

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Stuart Chapman
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org; lechapman@optonline.net
South Farms concert series
Monday, September 28, 2020 4:18:31 PM

To all concerned parties.
It is with the utmost pleasure that I reach out to express my appreciation for what Ben
Paletsky is doing for the arts and culture scene here in the Northwest Corner of CT.
With his concert series at South Farms, he demonstrates just how unique and relevant a
legacy farm property can continue to be in this day in age, especially since
so many have succumbed to the lure of commercial development.
Ben's ability to collaborate with thoughtful partners who deliver amazing musical experiences
right to our doorstep is outshined only by his inventiveness in
managing his event space and marginalizing any ill effects caused by his events.
In my several visits to these concerts there have been:
*No traffic concerns.
*Diligent promotion of public health and safety.
*Timely curfews (at EVERY event).
*Overwhelming expressions of local pride from area patrons.
*A sense that this event space is good for the community and the hope that it will continue to
operate indefinitely.
Please take the time to hear the voices of those who appreciate this Landmark property,
Ben's efforts and the heartfelt enthusiasm that he delivers to the Town of Morris.
It's a GOOD thing.
Sincerely,
Stuart Chapman
President
Chapman Lumber Inc.
224 Watertown Road, Thomaston Ct. 06787
860 283 6213 Ext 101
www.chapmanlumberinc.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
South Farms
First Selectman; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Robert McIntosh; Eileen Narbutas
Letter
Monday, September 28, 2020 6:40:50 AM
SouthFarms Municipal Estoppel Letter With Attachments.pdf

Ben
Attached is a copy of the letter that will be sent today. While I understand that your attorney does not agree with the
conclusions drawn in the letter, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission has allowed your use that was
approved under Executive Order 7MM to continue. We also as discussed in the letter want to see if we can mitigate
the issues enumerated in the letter that members of the community have brought to the board's attention.
Dave

Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
September 28, 2020
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Ben,
Thank you attending the Special Meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission on Monday
September 21, 2020. The need to find alternative ways of running your business during the COVID-19
Pandemic is understood; however, the recent events at your venue have had mixed reviews from the
community. The feedback the Board has received includes both praise and serious concerns about the
impact it has on the Town of Morris.
The main point of contention is that the board has determined that the operation does not fall under
Executive Order 7MM. The reason for this is that this Executive Order was issued to provide ways to
expand outdoor dining for businesses that at the time could not serve their diners indoors. As the
restrictions were eased to allow some indoor dining, it still applied so that these establishments could
come as close as possible to 100% capacity. As a result, all of the clauses in this Executive Order apply to
re-configuring restaurants and other businesses that primarily serve food to allow them to serve the
food outdoors.
As an event venue, your business does not qualify to be reconfigured based on Executive Order 7MM.
Despite this, the Zoning Enforcement Officer granted approval of your application #PZC-20-24 for a
Pavilion to be used as a stage for outdoor performances. Approval was granted because it was felt that it
“may be allowed under COVID”. This makes it temporary as the approval expires when the Executive
Order expires.
When the board reviewed complaints about the use on September 16, 2020, you were well into a series
of evening concerts, which were largely sold out. As a result, it was determined that Municipal Estoppel
applied. Rather than issue a Cease and Desist Order, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission voted
on September 16, 2020 to “set a special meeting date” with you to “relieve/mitigate resident concerns
related to event volume, lighting, traffic, frequency of events and comedic content”. The temporary
permit issued under Executive Order 7MM was allowed to stand while this is done.
If a Cease and Desist Order was issued, the Zoning Board of Appeals or a court likely might have made
this determination. The board’s motivation in doing this was to work with you to address the issues that
neighbors had brought to the attention of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission. That is clearly
stated in that motion. This is documented in the attached minutes from the September 16, 2020
meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission.

Morris Planning and Zoning Commission

During the meeting on September 21, 2020, it was understood that you wanted us to enumerate the
issues that were reported to the board, which are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Event volume
Lighting
Traffic
Frequency of Events
Comedic content (subject matter)
Loitering – I have added this item to describe people who pull of the road or park in strategic
places to capture the event for free.

This issue labeled as Loitering was added. It was reported and it creates an unsafe situation. It may
require other authorities to get involved to manage these situations. That is why the Board of Selectmen
have been copied.
There are e-mails attached that describe some of these situations that were attached to the last
Monday’s meeting agenda. There are a number of others I have received since then. What was
available as of Monday September 21, 2020 at 7 PM was read into the record. All comments will be
posted on the town website under the Planning and Zoning agenda/minutes area of the website and are
attached to this letter.
The Board is interested in seeing if we can make things amicable for all interested parties. We are willing
to work with you and the community to mitigate the issues listed above. Progress on the listed concerns
will go a long way towards smoothing over the issues that have been presented to the Board.
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the listed concerns and what steps South Farms
will be taking to address them. The next Planning and Zoning regular meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday October 7, 2020 at 7:00 pm. We can try to do a meeting earlier; however, we just scheduled
next Wednesday for the Town Plan. The Board will do what we can to work with you and the community
to achieve an equitable resolution.
Sincerely,
David R. Wiig
Chairman, Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Cc:

Jeton Adili, Morris Zoning Enforcement Officer
Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Tom Weik, First Selectman
Erica Dorsett, Selectman
Vincent Aiello, Selectman

Attachments:

Morris Planning and Zoning Minutes – September 21, 2020
Communications Read Into the Meeting
Communications to the board after the meeting on September 21, 2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Robert McIntosh
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Letter To Ben Paletsky
Sunday, September 27, 2020 10:50:53 AM

Eileen
Thank you, the updated letter is attached. It was necessary to retain the fact that southFARMS
was well into running outdoor events when the board determined that the application didn't fall under Executive
Order 7MM. I tried to make the reference less innocuous.
It was also kept on a first name basis. If I reply to someone who complains I use their first name. I need to do the
same for Ben.
Dave
    

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
To: Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2020 22:17:37 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Re: Letter To Ben Paletsky
  

Please see my edits on the attached document. Unfortunately I don't have MS Word (I have a free
document software) so I was unable to use the Review/comment feature. All changes are in RED and any
removal of content is in RED with the double strike line through it.
I hope that my changes are not found too overwhelming. Feel free to ignore any and all of them :)
Thanks, Eileen
On Saturday, September 26, 2020, 01:22:25 PM EDT, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Eileen, Veronica and Bob

Please review the attached e-mail. I plan to e-mail it on Sunday evening and send a formal copy early next
week. If possible, please review it and send any comments or corrections this weekend.
Dave
P. S. All of the attachments are included.

September 25, 2020
? East Street
Morris, CT 06763

Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Ben
Thank you for your time this past Monday September 21st, 2020. The need to find alternative ways of
running your business during the COVID-19 Pandemic is understood. Unfortunately, the recent concert
series has had mixed reviews. The feedback the board has received includes both praise and serious
concerns about the impact it will have on the Town of Morris.
The biggest issue is that the operation has been determined not to fall under Executive Order 7MM.
The reason for this is that this executive order was issued to provide ways to expand outdoor dining for
businesses that at the time could not serve their diners indoors. As the restrictions were eased to allow
some indoor dining, it still applied so that these establishments could come as close as possible to 100%
capacity. As a result, all of the clauses in this executive order apply to reconfiguring restaurants and
other businesses that primarily serve food to allow them to serve the food outdoors.
As an event venue, your business does not qualify to be reconfigured based on Executive Order 7MM.
Despite this, you did secure approval of your application. By the time this had been realized, you were
well into a series of evening concerts which were largely sold out.
As a result, it was determined that Municipal Estoppel applied. Rather than issue a Cease and Desist
Order, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission voted on September 16, 2020 to “set a special
meeting date” with you to “relieve/mitigate resident concerns related to even volume, lighting, traffic,
frequency of events and comedic content”. The temporary permit was allowed to stand while this is
done.
The alternative would have made you have the Zoning Board of Appeals or a court make this
determination. The board’s motivation in doing this was to work with you to address the issues that
neighbors had brought to the attention of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission. That is clearly
stated in that motion. This is documented in the attached minutes from the September 21, 2020
meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission.

During the meeting, it was understood that you wanted us to enumerate the issues that were reported
to the board, which are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Event volume
Lighting
Traffic
Frequency of Events
Comedic content (subject matter)
Loitering – I have added this item to describe people who pull of the road or park in strategic
places to capture the event for free.

This issue labeled as Loitering was added. It was reported and it creates an unsafe situation. It may
require other authorities to get involved to manage these situations. That is why the Board of
Selectmen have been copied.
There are e-mails attached that describe some of these situations that were attached to the last
Monday’s meeting agenda. There are a number of others I have received since them. What was
available as of Monday 7 PM was read into the record of last weekend. I will take these messages as
well as some others that have been received in support of your events and have them posted on the
town website and are attached to this message.
Please let me know what your plans are. Our next regular meeting is on Wednesday October 7th. If
needed, we can try to do a meeting earlier; however, we just scheduled next Wednesday for the Town
Plan. We have a very full plate and will do what we can to work with you and the town’s people to as
equitable a resolution to the issues as is possible.
The bottom line is that the board is interested in seeing if we can make things manageable. If you have
discrete plans, please feel free to communicate that to us. Progress on these items will go a long way
towards smoothing over the issues for most of the people who are uncomfortable with the situation and
make it easier for you to move forward.
Sincerely,
David R. Wiig
Cc:

Jeton Adili, Morris Zoning Enforcement Officer
Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Tom Weik, First Selectman
Erica Dorsett, Selectman
Vincent Aiello, Selectman

Attachments:

Morris Planning and Zoning Minutes – September 21, 2020
Communications Read Into the Meeting
Communications to the board after the meeting on September 21, 2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
kenneth kearney
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Fw: South Farms
Saturday, September 26, 2020 12:18:45 PM

Elizabeth
You are correct that the extension of the executive order will extend the use. Regardless, the executive order
specifically states that precedent is not set by implementing changes based on the executive order. Therefore, the
use will likely continue until the executive order actually ends; however, it can't exceed the life of the executive
order.
What has changed is that the outdoor performances are now the primary use. That is not a legal primary use in
any district in Morris. As a result that cannot continue.
What Ben had in the past was an event venue in and around the white barn. There were outdoor musical
performances; however, they were generally accessory to the primary use. For example bands at farmers markets,
weddings and other get togethers to which it could be considered to be a customary accessory activity.
It has been brought to my attention that there were instances where this has gone beyond what was described.
That is something we will look into once we see what we can do about the current situation. Regardless, before
COVID, these activities were secondary to the use of the weddings, farmers markets and get togethers in and
around the barn. This is similar to what we see with the Buddhist Temple that is nearby.
Thank you for your e-mail. This will be added to the record. It will be shared with the board and posted on the
website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Fri, 25 Sep 2020 12:13:05 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Fw: South Farms
  

----- Forwarded Message ----From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2020, 08:07:52 AM EDT
Subject: Re: South Farms
Tony, my thanks for your prompt response. However, forgive me if I seem suspicious of this process.
Please consider these issues.
Governor's executive orders are extended into next spring/summer, no regulation on amount of
events. What happens?
Precedent is being set for these to be approved going forward. See below.
Based on the following statement taken from Rolling Stone Magazine, Ben has and intends to
continue this events, which is why he keeps saying "We've always done concerts"

Though the project had been in development for years, it wasnâ€™t until

the pandemic hit that it got into full swing, with the venue constructed in just
two and a half weeks before acts started performing in mid-August, says Keith
Mahler, president of Premier Concerts/Manic Presents. Owner Ben Paletsky
â€œis the Max Yasgur of his generation,â€ Mahler tells Rolling
Stone, referencing the owner that leased his land to the original Woodstock
organizers. â€œHe caused this thing to happen outdoors at South Farms in
the middle of this pandemic because live music was needed.â€

Underlined portion references prior paragraph of article speaking about South Farms. This sounds like an
ongoing plan of development that has only been hastened because of the current situation. Covid is the
excuse, not the reason.
Respectfully,
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.
Morris, Ct.
On Thursday, September 24, 2020, 08:59:58 AM EDT, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Hi Elizabeth

The concert series will most likely continue until the end of October based on the information
available. If Ben wishes to continue these events he will have to do an application that will be
put through a rigorous and intense process. The requirements will include a public hearing,
engineered plans and much more detail than that was previously provided.

Thank You Tony Adili ZEO

From: kenneth kearney [mailto:k2kearney@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57 PM
To: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: South Farms

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding shows?
Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South Farms LLC. a
wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really controls these
events?

I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.

We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our old
house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and unless
we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't invest any
more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we have always
cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.

Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
wiig@optonline.net; Lisa Barker; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Saturday, September 26, 2020 8:11:06 AM
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png

David,
Please note for the record that my council as well as the Selectman in Litchfield disagrees with the
interpretation highlighted in red below. I understand you must defer to the guidance offered to the
commission. The executive order refers generally to all commercial “Outdoor Activities” (as its
essence is trying to enable all COVID impacted business) and then expands that Outdoor Activities
can also include Restaurants and Dining. I raise this point because I’m concerned that the
perception of how it’s stated below implies my application was not invalid or completed with
deceitful intentions - that was not the case. I assume the final determination would need to proceed
through a process, where I would have the opportunity to appeal. I think we both agree that that’s a
moot pathway given the short timeframe, but I wanted to make my concern about the statement
below clear. Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 11:48 PM
To: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Lisa
Thank you for your input on the matter. This information will be shared with the board. It will become part of
the public matter.

As for the matter at hand, there are neighbors who feel that they cannot properly use their property when the
events are running. I do believe that their intentions as well as Ben's intentions are good. It is not a witch hunt.
It also needs to be understood that the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's lawyer has said that the
application should not have been approved in the first place. It was approved based on an executive order that
is meant to only be used to expand outdoor dining for establishments where the primary use is serving food.
That is not the case with southFARMS.
Additionally, the lawyer also said that Municipal Estoppel applies. Municipal Estoppel applies because approval
was granted and Ben naturally went ahead, invested in the business and made it operational. As a result, the
town would likely be liable for his financial investment.
Given the situation, the board decided that we didn't need to have a court make this determination.  As a result,
we are allowing him to continue his use for the time being. Please note that the approval at the most extends
for the duration of the executive order. We are just trying to address of of the issues raised by the neighbors
along the way.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky
<bpaletsky@yahoo.com>, "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2020 10:40:02 -0400
Subject: South Farms -Twilight Series
  

To whom it may concern;
Iâ€™m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and
totally unwarranted, witch hunt against South Farms; regarding the â€œTwilight
Seriesâ€ .
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that
the Paletsky Family, and their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.Â
Benâ€™s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on
supporting his community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for
generations. Ranging from farmers markets, to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful
venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is constantly thinking
outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love that
he has shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and togetherness,
during a we so desperately need it. Not to mention Ben is yet again supporting the local

economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns need it the most.Â I
would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I never once was
effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South Farms, and I was a
stones throw away.Â
I know that whenever the Paletskyâ€™s have a new idea, they have the communityâ€™s
best interest at the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working
together, instead of trying to tear it down. It would be a travesty for these events to end.
Sincerely,Â
L. Barker

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Paula Halpern
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
re: South Farms" Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:08:03 PM

Paula
Thank you for your input. This information will be shared with the board and the public. It will become part of the
public record.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Paula Halpern <mattpaulah@optonline.net>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Wed, 23 Sep 2020 11:30:32 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms' Concerts
Dear Mr. Wiig,
I just wanted to show my support for the South Farms' concerts. I attended one a few weeks ago and thought it was
amazing. To create such a special atmosphere during these crazy times is what really sets it apart. Ben Paletsky is
diligently working to lessen the neighborhood noise for the future. The fact that this also employs so many residents
is just an added plus. Although I am not a resident, I’ve been coming to Morris since 1967 and this is one of the best
things that I’ve seen come to this town.
Thank you,
Paula Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Georgia LoPresti Meckes; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky; Georgia LoPresti Meckes
re: Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 10:49:52 PM

Georgia
Thank you for your input. This will be shared with the board. It will become part of the record for this property.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Georgia LoPresti Meckes <georgialoprestimeckes@gmail.com>
To: "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Sep 2020 21:53:16 -0400
Subject: Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
  

Honorable Board and Selectmen,

I would like to submit a letter of support for the Concerts and Comedy at South Farms.
As a new community member of East Morris, with children at WAMOGO and James Morris
elementary, I have enjoyed these concerts and think they are terrific! They have provided a
nearby, respite for social time & cultural enjoyment- right in ourÂ neighborhood. Iâ€™ve had
the pleasure and opportunity to see musical and comedy acts I never would have, otherwise. I
also felt comfortable bringing both of my children to their â€œfirst concertsâ€ in an
environment that is safe and welcoming.Â
I also think that itâ€™s been a brilliant way for this third-generation business to pivot during
unprecedented times.Â
The noise has not made any negative impact on my familyâ€™s livelihood and we live adjacent
to the farm at the intersection of rt 63 and 109. In fact, if we hear much at all, we open our
windows- as it helps us fall asleep.Â
I support the concerts and hope they stay!
Respectfully,
Georgia LoPresti MeckesÂ
-Georgia LoPresti Meckes

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
David R. Wiig; Gerri Kenniston; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
First Selectman
re[2]: Concerts at South Farm
Friday, September 25, 2020 10:40:36 PM

Gerri
Thank you for your feedback. I am in the process of sharing this with the board. It will on the record for this
property and considered along with the rest of the testimony from the public.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:        Gerri Kenniston <gkenniston@yahoo.com>, <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
DATE:      Fri, 25 Sep 2020 22:39:24 -0400
SUBJECT:   re: Concerts at South Farm
Gerri
Thank you for your feedback. I will share this with the board and put it on the record.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Gerri Kenniston <gkenniston@yahoo.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net, planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
DATE:      Tue, 22 Sep 2020 19:49:30 -0400
SUBJECT:   Concerts at South Farm
I am emailing you to send my support to Ben Paletsky for his tremendous efforts to bring live music to Morris.
Ben has worked very hard to make this happen, following all the required protocols.
I have attended a concert and have tickets for two more. It was an absolute success and enjoyable- very much
needed in this time of COVID.
And very much needed for the town of Morris!
Thank you,
Gerri Kenniston
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Martha Bernstein
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Music Events
Friday, September 25, 2020 5:54:23 PM

Dear Community Leaders,
Although I am a resident of Litchfield not Morris, I am writing to support Ben Paletsky’s
efforts to provide both entertainment and economic activity during this difficult time. I have
followed the progress of South Farms since Ben undertook this effort to both preserve his
family’s farm and foster growth in our area. I have also been privileged to work with him on
several local projects. He is intelligent and visionary as well as concerned with the good of
the community.
These times call for all of us to make compromises in support of our neighbors and I know
that Ben and his associates are working to do the best they can to respect others’ lifestyles and
at the same time enable his business to survive. It is also important for all of us to have
opportunities for recreation and the chance to gather in a safe way. These concerts have
offered those pleasures to literally hundreds of people. We also need as many employment
opportunities as possible during this period.
Thank you for your efforts to work with Ben and the South Farms neighbors to achieve a
successful resolution.
Martha Bernstein
mdb167@gmail.com
PO Box 1294
5 Emerson Court
Litchfield, CT
860 567-5067 home
860 480-4288 mobile

Nathaniel B. Worden
9 East Litchfield Road
Litchfield, CT 06759
Cell: (347) 327-3407
nworden@gmail.com
September 23, 2020
Tom Weik
First Selectman’s Office
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Mr. Weik,
I am writing to express my support for Ben Paletsky and his family and employees at South Farms in light
of the recent controversy over their groundbreaking concert series on the farm. I am a Litchfield
resident, but as you know, our communities and local economies are closely intertwined. Also, my wife,
Sarah Worden, works with Ben at South Farms, and as a local insurance broker with Ericson Insurance
Advisors in Washington, I have a valued business relationship at stake here as well.
But I am not writing this letter to protect my wife, my immediate business interests, or my long
friendship with Ben. I am writing this letter out of a deeply held conviction that if the Town of Morris
takes action to close down South Farms’ concert series venture, that will prove to be a tragic mistake
that will harm the long-term interests of our communities. It would be a move that we will all come to
regret, and I urge you and your fellow public servants to resist any shortsighted pressure to take such
action.
To be clear, I understand and respect the objections voiced by some of your constituents in opposition
to what South Farms is doing—particularly those whose lives have been disrupted by sounds from the
concerts. We all sympathize with people that are bothered by this, but South Farms is not the only
source of noise that bothers neighbors in this community. We routinely hear things like gunfire,
fireworks and loud music from neighbors all over Litchfield County, but we find a way to cooperate and
coexist without putting undue limits on the freedoms our neighbors enjoy to pursue their interests.
I’m confident that we can find a solution for those bothered by the sound of live entertainment at South
Farms, but this will take some time and a spirit of cooperation. In the meantime, we are in the midst of a
global pandemic, and businesses everywhere are struggling to adjust and find a safe way to continue
operating and sustaining themselves. We all need to work together to figure this out and get through
this, and that may well require some of our citizens to make sacrifices and put the best interests of their
community ahead of their own.
For its part, South Farms has put its future on the line to embark on an extraordinary entrepreneurial
venture that is garnering national attention in the live entertainment industry, which has been largely

shut down by the pandemic. This is an exciting opportunity that our community must seize on and
embrace as we seek a brighter and more prosperous future for our children. Pursuing this opportunity
has put South Farms on the front lines of the economic recovery in this pandemic. Nobody at South
Farms is profiting in any significant way from this venture, but its entire team is working around the
clock, pouring their hearts and souls into the creation of a new center of arts and culture right here in
Morris that has the potential to enrich this community in profound ways for generations to come.
We’re all familiar with the great centers of arts and culture that exist all across America, like Tanglewood
Music Center in Lenox, MA or the Bethel Woods Center For Arts in Bethel, NY (the original site of
Woodstock). What if the residents in those communities had prevented these organizations from
flourishing out of shortsighted concerns about noise, visitors and change? Those regions would have
deprived themselves of major engines of economic and cultural vitality that have nourished local
businesses, empowered school systems and raised property values. Other, more forward-thinking
communities would have filled that void instead. We should not make that mistake here.
For his part, Ben Paletsky and his family have risked their assets to preserve their beautiful lands and
keep their family farm intact. When I first met Ben, he had a dilapidated barn, a few cows and acres of
open land sitting idle that developers wanted to carve up and sell off for a quick buck. He also had a
vision that, at the time, seemed well-intentioned but far-fetched. Years later, his vision—against all
odds—has become a reality. The barn has been renovated into a world-class events venue that is the
crowned jewel of Morris and the toast of Connecticut and beyond.
The pandemic crisis has put everything Ben and his team have achieved at risk, but rather than close
their eyes and hope for the best, they have instead made the gutsy call to once again try something
new—and it’s working! While a vocal minority of locals have complained loudly about the outdoor
concerts, many more residents have embraced what South Farms is doing. They’ve attended the
concerts and experienced the thrill of seeing world-renowned artists performing right here in Morris
amid the stunning backdrop of an authentic, well-preserved New England farm.
As local residents—business professionals, parents, teachers, public servants, non-profits—we owe it to
ourselves and future generations to resist the temptation to listen to shortsighted fears, negativity and
cynicism. We must not stand in the way of South Farms. Me must embrace it. We must encourage it,
and we must work together with the can-do spirit of Americans to help it succeed and build a better
future.
Please support South Farms and give them the time and space to work with their neighbors to make this
work for everyone. Do not foreclose on this opportunity. Do not stand in the way of progress.
Yours Truly,

Nathaniel B. Worden

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Carol Gillett
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Twilight Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 1:27:56 PM

To Whom it May Concern.
I'm writing this on behalf of and in support of the Twilight Concert Series at South Farms.
My family farm is directly across the street and my mother still resides there.  
On a personal note, the concerts have been very enjoyable for me and my family and
friends. I have attended with friends and also with my children. South Farms has provided an
entertainment venue that I feel safe and secure at all while having a wonderful time. The staff
is excellent at ensuring that all people are social distancing and the events are over at an early
hour which I find very respectful to those who live in the area, including my mother.
I have also noticed the positive impact the concerts have had on local area businesses. The
Barn restaurant in Morris is busy every night there is a concert. Food trucks from local
businesses are benefiting during the concerts as patrons purchase food and drinks at the
concerts. Local out of town concert go-ers are staying at the Litchfield Inn and other area
hotels. So not only are the concerts helping South Farms, which essentially was a
wedding/special events venue prior to covid basically shutting down that industry, it is also
helping other types of businesses that have also been impacted directly by covid. The
economic benefits have trickled down in a positive cascading fashion to benefit not just South
Farms but so many others.
I strongly support the events that are happening at South Farms from not only a personal,
but also an economic and cultural standpoint. If you need any further information from me or
would like to speak with me, feel free to reach out. I can be reached via email or cell-860459-4327. Thank you for taking the time to read this email.
Kind regards,
Carol Gillett

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Worden
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
Support for South Farms
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:39:01 AM

Dear P&Z and Morris Town Officials,
I’m writing in support of South Farms and the newly launched concert series on the farm. As
someone involved in launching the wedding and events business at The White Barn at South
Farms who has worked closely with Ben over the last five plus years, I urge you to think
carefully about your approach to this issue. Ben is sensible and absolutely will appreciate and
work to address any legitimate concerns the community has.
I have spent countless hours with Ben strategizing ways to create a successful business on this
farm in our little corner of Connecticut and let me tell you, it has not been easy. I know
firsthand how hard Ben has worked and that he is particularly thoughtful about the needs of
the community, and about his neighbors. When we have had clients begging for wedding
after-parties and late-night events at South Farms, he has continually said No. When he has
been approached with potentially lucrative business opportunities he feels are not in the best
interest of the community, he has turned them away. He has gone the extra mile again and
again to do everything above board out of respect for the town and the community.
Similar to the wedding and event business at the barn, the concert venue at South Farms is a
way for the community to access this beautiful property and experience something truly
special at the same time that it is a way to introduce other folks to the reasons we treasure
Litchfield County. This is the kind of opportunity town’s hope for. Ben is the type of person
that small towns across America are trying to attract.
I have been present in numerous meetings over the last 13 years in Litchfield County where
folks have mourned the loss of young people and families in our area, and lamented the
dwindling population. To keep this community thriving, we must provide jobs for
hardworking people and the kind of access to nature and culture that successful communities
support — this is what we have been trying to do at South Farms. We cannot achieve this if
the town is short-sighted and too quick to shoot down any new idea that comes down the pike.
We can address the concerns of taxpayers while also encouraging smart business in our area.
Off all the things the Paletskys could be doing with their property right now, live music and
comedy bring joy in a time that is particularly challenging. Has this resulted in extra noise for
some Morris residents, yes. But, the outpouring of support has been overwhelming from
within the community, and from far away. I know firsthand that Ben did not intend for the
frequency of the concerts to be to this scale. The concerts can be dialed back with the needs of
the community in mind next year. For now, we need to allow struggling businesses to stay
alive - and pray they are still alive when this is all over.
Sincerely,
Sarah Worden
Sarah Worden
9 East Litchfield Rd.

Litchfield, CT 06759
c. 917.751.5979
sarworden@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cullen Gibney
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky"s family farm
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:21:41 AM

This is a message I sent to friends...
Northwest Connecticut/Connecticut people...Bill Burr (one of the best stadups at the height of
his powers) is playing on Ben and Rachel's farm for a third night in a row...Ben has created
something incredible (something NYC, Boston, and Chicago haven't been able to pull off)
during a time where there is so much uncertainty and despair. Everyone should support what
Ben is doing, the area needs it...it helps out every single business in the area which helps out
the state at large...Of course there will be a few detractors because this is the land of steady
habits but it's a small minority. I urge everyone to write to the Morris first selectman and P&Z
board telling them how vital the family farm is as a destination to bring people together and
bring tourism to the area that all businesses can benefit from.
South Farms created something amazing in a short amount of time, they pivoted as a New
England family farm and created something special when the area needed it...If Ben's just
allowed to work his magic it will be a boon for the entire area and there will be a whole bunch
of great days/nights like these in the future as we head towards a more normal time...South
Farms is a major venue and will be an economic driver for the town, the county, and the state
if they are just allowed to proceed. Ben is a major asset, without his family farm the
alternative would be a subdivision or some other usage of the land that nobody wants.
Sometimes people don't really think through what the alternative is. Thanks for listening to
me...
Cullen Gibney

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christine Lauretano
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 8:33:39 AM

To Whom it May Concern,
I write to you today in support of the concert series happening at South Farms. I have attended an event there and
live within listening distance of the farm.
Living so close to the farm, we have not ever found the concerts to disruptive to our family, which includes young
kids with early bedtimes, and first responders that work and sleep at odd hours.
On the contrary, I find what South Farms to be doing a blessing to our community. In a time of uncertainty in our
country, and our economy, the farm is bringing people together to relax, de-compress, and safely socialize with
others. The Farm is employing people who need jobs and are contributing back to our local economy. They are
bringing business to the area from people renting houses and hotel rooms, to people dining at restaurants like
Popey’s, Giovanni’s and The Deli. All businesses who have STRUGGLED in this past spring, possibly to the point
of going under. I can tell you personally we lost a significant amount of rentals on our vacation home this spring,
which is now finally turning around. The Farm is putting the little town of Morris on the map!!
If nothing else, I hope that we can look back on the fight against Beverly’s as an example of what can come from
not being able to see the good we have before we lose it. As a result of that argument, we now have a state run boat
launch where several cars have already been submerged under water leaking gas and fluids into our lake and
destroying an ecosystem that we are trying so hard to protect. Boats transfer the invasive weeds from lake to lake
that we as a town fight to eradicate, both physically and financially. If we do not support one of our biggest local
businesses in town, South Farms, I shutter to think of what will happen to that iconic farmland.
The farm is working diligently to take every single complaint and rectify it. I have seen it first hand. I ask you to
give them the time they need to make adjustments and continue to do great things for our town. Now more than ever
is a time, as elected representatives of our town, to understand that nothing will please everyone, but that the needs
of the WHOLE town should be at the forefront. South Farms continues to bring more good to our community and I
applaud their innovation and creativity during this difficult time.
Thank you for your time in listening.
Christine Lauretano
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
Planning & Zoning
Re: South Farms
Friday, September 25, 2020 8:08:37 AM

Tony, my thanks for your prompt response. However, forgive me if I seem suspicious of this process.
Please consider these issues.
Governor's executive orders are extended into next spring/summer, no regulation on amount of
events. What happens?
Precedent is being set for these to be approved going forward. See below.
Based on the following statement taken from Rolling Stone Magazine, Ben has and intends to
continue this events, which is why he keeps saying "We've always done concerts"

Though the project had been in development for years, it wasn’t until
the pandemic hit that it got into full swing, with the venue constructed in just
two and a half weeks before acts started performing in mid-August, says
Keith Mahler, president of Premier Concerts/Manic Presents. Owner Ben
Paletsky “is the Max Yasgur of his generation,” Mahler tells Rolling
Stone, referencing the owner that leased his land to the original Woodstock
organizers. “He caused this thing to happen outdoors at South Farms in the
middle of this pandemic because live music was needed.”

Underlined portion references prior paragraph of article speaking about South Farms. This sounds like an
ongoing plan of development that has only been hastened because of the current situation. Covid is the
excuse, not the reason.
Respectfully,
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.
Morris, Ct.
On Thursday, September 24, 2020, 08:59:58 AM EDT, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Hi Elizabeth

The concert series will most likely continue until the end of October based on the
information available. If Ben wishes to continue these events he will have to do an
application that will be put through a rigorous and intense process. The requirements will

include a public hearing, engineered plans and much more detail than that was previously
provided.

Thank You Tony Adili ZEO

From: kenneth kearney [mailto:k2kearney@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57 PM
To: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: South Farms

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding
shows? Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South
Farms LLC. a wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really
controls these events?

I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.

We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our
old house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and
unless we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't
invest any more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we
have always cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.

Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Committee
Morris Town Hall
Morris, CT
9/23/20

I am writing this letter in support of South Farms Music Venue, as I feel as a Morris Town resident for
the past 20 years, this is a wonderful and worthwhile endeavor which positively impacts and supports
our local economy in an appropriate socially distanced platform, of which also brings joy to all who
attend, townspeople and tourists.

These are challenging times, and I believe we as neighbors need to unite in supporting one another and
our townspeople, to help enrich the lives and survival of Morris Businesses, especially those which help
to bring revenue to our small Town.

I also believe during this unprecedented time, as society struggles through a global pandemic and
economic and social unrest, South Farms Music Venue is exactly what this town needs, a safe, heathy,
entertainment venue where we can spend a few hours during any given evening and just let go and
relax comfortably.

Lastly, I would like to say I firmly believe we should be praising and supporting South Farms in this
agritourism endeavor, of which helps to preserve and support historic farms and open spaces in our
Town within Litchfield County.

Stay healthy and stay safe,

Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

1st Selectman
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Fwd: Letter of Support South Farms Music Venue
Thursday, September 24, 2020 5:22:22 PM
South Farms Letter.docx

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Ralph Davila, MS <rbbrsoul63@aol.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 3:35 PM
Subject: Letter of Support South Farms Music Venue
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Dear Town of Morris 1st Selectman,
Please accept the attached letter of support on behalf of South Farms Music Venue.
Stay Healthy and Stay Safe,
Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Committee
Morris Town Hall
Morris, CT
9/23/20

I am writing this letter in support of South Farms Music Venue, as I feel as a Morris Town resident for
the past 20 years, this is a wonderful and worthwhile endeavor which positively impacts and supports
our local economy in an appropriate socially distanced platform, of which also brings joy to all who
attend, townspeople and tourists.

These are challenging times, and I believe we as neighbors need to unite in supporting one another and
our townspeople, to help enrich the lives and survival of Morris Businesses, especially those which help
to bring revenue to our small Town.

I also believe during this unprecedented time, as society struggles through a global pandemic and
economic and social unrest, South Farms Music Venue is exactly what this town needs, a safe, heathy,
entertainment venue where we can spend a few hours during any given evening and just let go and
relax comfortably.

Lastly, I would like to say I firmly believe we should be praising and supporting South Farms in this
agritourism endeavor, of which helps to preserve and support historic farms and open spaces in our
Town within Litchfield County.

Stay healthy and stay safe,

Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

From:
To:
Date:

Dylan Hovey
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com;
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:08:04 PM

Dave Wiig,
I am writing to you on behalf of my family and myself. It's come to my attention that South Farms has been under
scrutiny over the past few months regarding their summer program. Being a business owner in this town as well, I
saw the impact that covid had on our already very small community. Im sure a lot of us can agree when I say that
coming up with new and creative ideas to attract business is not as easy as it seems. We are fortunate to have such a
support system with our residents and even from those in surrounding towns. It's very sad to hear that our own
community is pushing for the failure of something that's brought us together during this challenging time. Ben
Paletsky was able to put this together and not only make it enjoyable but lucrative for him and other businesses in
Town and out of town. I am thankful that Ben was able to tackle the first step to opening back up and creating a way
for the town to get back to normal.
Best wishes
Dylan Hovey at Townes Farm LLC.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jim Davenport
Scott Eisenlohr
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Concert Series
Thursday, September 24, 2020 10:55:57 AM

Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
I am writing today in support of what Ben Paletsky is doing over at South Farms; in particular
the concert series. South Farms is my adjacent neighbor to the East and I am delighted to have
a neighbor with the perseverance & vision that Ben has.
The evolution of what has happened over there in the past several years has been
extraordinary. Ben's development has been tasteful, out of the box at times, but in my opinion
a wonderful addition to Morris.
I have attended many events over at South Farms over the years and I leave feeling grateful
that we have a venue such as this so close to where we live. For myself it makes having a
night out possible.
I am in the dark as to what issues have come up as a result of the venue itself as it relates to
the town; I'm sure there are several. I surely know that folks in town do have an opinion on
mostly everything. I also know that the venue is worth having, and I'm confident that Ben will
work with you to resolve all of the resulting issues.
I appreciate the time
Jim
-Jim Davenport Jr.
Harvest Moon Timber Frame
198 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
1-800-262-0004 Company Main
1-860-361-6665 Office
1-203-994-0517 cell
1-860-631-1003 fax

www.harvestmoontimberframe.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Barker
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Benjamin Paletsky; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com;
wiig@optonline.net
South Farms -Twilight Series
Thursday, September 24, 2020 10:40:14 AM

To whom it may concern;
I’m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and totally
unwarranted, witch hunt against South Farms; regarding the “Twilight Series”.
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that
the Paletsky Family, and their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.
Ben’s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on
supporting his community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for
generations. Ranging from farmers markets, to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful
venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is constantly thinking
outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love
that he has shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and
togetherness, during a we so desperately need it. Not to mention Ben is yet again
supporting the local economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns need
it the most. I would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I
never once was effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South
Farms, and I was a stones throw away.
I know that whenever the Paletsky’s have a new idea, they have the community’s best
interest at the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working
together, instead of trying to tear it down. It would be a travesty for these events to end.
Sincerely,
L. Barker

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57:15 PM

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding
shows? Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South
Farms LLC. a wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really
controls these events?
I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.
We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our
old house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and
unless we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't
invest any more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we
have always cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.
Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jodiann Tenney
stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms Such an Asset
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 5:08:35 PM

Dear Morris Officials:
My family lives in Litchfield and we have been frequent attendees at South Farms events. Most recently,
we attended the comedy show which was part of the outdoor concert series. It was a wonderful night and
my husband and I remarked on how awesome it was to have such famous comedians in our "own back
yard."
South Farms is such a model of how creativity and hard work can keep businesses in our small, rural
communities alive. South Farms is a tremendous asset to residents of all the surrounding towns,
including Morris. And by putting Morris on the map, they are drawing in additional business to
surrounding towns.
We have heard of some complaints and have been disheartened to hear them. We hope that the town
commissions will continue to encourage all that South Farms is doing as they provide much needed
social opportunities for the people. Knowing the Paletsky family, they will continue to work with the
community to problem solve and find solutions to any existing complaints.
Sincerely,
Jodi and John Tenney
Town of Litchfield

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rhea Wasserman
wiig@optonline.net
firstselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms ‘ Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:44:16 PM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I would like to add my comments of support regarding the concerts at South Farms.   The pandemic is causing so
many problems to businesses and people’s “sanity”. I grew up in Morris and love the area. It is one of the most
beautiful parts of our country.   These concerts are giving people a much needed diversion ... a source of
entertainment in a safe environment while supplying about 70 jobs when revenue is down for many. Ben Paletsky
has been doing more than his share to keep the area vibrant. Residents have to do their part as well - to be kind,
helpful, and tolerant always - but especially during this crazy time in the world!
Thank you.
Rhea Wasserman
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jessy Dorsett
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
Benjamin Paletsky
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:09:42 PM

Good afternoon,
I was born and raised in Morris, and I have to say it’s so nice to see on social media and
in Rolling Stone Magazine that the wonderful little town I grew up in has been placed on
the map thanks to the amazing efforts of South Farms. I know Ben personally and know
his mission has always been community and how to bring others together. These
concerts have done just that and I fully support what he is doing.
In Kindness
Jessy Dorsett

-In Kindness,
Jessy Dorsett

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jan Sjogren
wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:53:52 PM

Tom and Tony
I’ve been watching the issues as they relate to the concert series at South Farms unfold from the sidelines, choosing
not to get involved in opinions and commentary on social media. Sharing your views on anything and everything in
Morris and the greater community becomes increasingly an issue when you are a business owner in Morris as you
always risk upsettting someone. I mean I even have one TV on with Fox and the other with CNN to stay as
apolitical as possible. With that said, I do feel compelled both as a benefiting business owner with 2 staff residing in
Morris and all staff (12) in Litchfield county, as well as a matter of principle to share with you my views and insight
on this matter.
The shows across the street has allowed the Barn to bring up our revenues almost back to pre pandemic levels and
hence has been a savior for the ongoing viability of the restaurant. So that’s a 55% increase in revenues for this short
period. I say almost as on the days when there isn’t a show, our revenues dip to about 35% compared to a show day
which as of right now accounts for a slight loss, maybe a break even. This extra revenue is so important to us I’m
not sure what will happen when the triple whammy hits at the end of October; no more shows, flu season and no
more outdoor seating. It’s likely this extra revenue has bought us some time into the winter but I’m still doubtful
we’ll make it. So for, in part, self preserving reasons, I am in full support of the concert series. Further, a lot of the
commentary around it has been focused on the pandemic and related safety protocols and concerns. I have been to a
couple of shows myself as well as working with the crew serving delivered food etc and I don’t think I’ve seen any
other venue or location, from the grocery store to Home Depot or your average restaurant where the safety
procedures are as impeccable and the actual physical distancing both at the concession stands and on the field are
likely safer than those at the locations mentioned above. I’m not going to challenge people complaining about the
noise as other locations may hear more, but I for one, cannot hear anything from the show stand that is situated
approximately 300 yards south of the barn. Not once.
With the above I would like to express my explicit support for the continuation of the concert series and I would be
happy to further support this notion as necessary or useful for the town to take action needed.
Kind regards
Jan

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Whipple, Robert
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:27:31 PM

I am writing to you in support of the South Farms Concert series happening in Morris, CT. In these times
business owners have to be creative in order to survive and put food on their table. Ben has done exactly
that by bringing these great concerts to our town. This is a great outlet for Morris residents as well as
others especially during these stressful times. Listening to music helps reduce stress according to many
studies. It can help relieve a person from anxiety, depression and other emotional and mental problems.
Music is also capable of eliminating physical exhaustion as it allows the body and mind to relax. I believe
we could all benefit from this during these difficult times. The venue is run very safe and efficiently and
the shows are usually done by 10:00 PM. I have heard nothing but great things from those that have
attended especially from quite a few Morris residents. I believe this is great strategy to strengthen our
town’s economies and provide a better way of life to people while maintaining the distinctive rural
character of the farm. Heck, if it was me that owned that property I would have sold to a developer and
moved to New Hampshire.
Great job Ben and your South Farms team!!!!
Best Regards,
Robert Whipple
------------------------------------------------------------------LANXESS Solutions US Inc.
Head of Customer Service NA PLA
2 Armstrong Road
Shelton, CT 06484
USA
Phone : (203) 573-3577
Fax : (203) 208-3990
Mobile : (203) 558-5192
Email : robert.whipple@lanxess.com
http://www.lanxess.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Matt Halpern
wiig@optonline.net
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms Events
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:14:59 PM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I recently attended a concert at South Farms and it was excellent. Lots of social distancing, great food and drink,
and a wonderful show. Everyone there appeared to love the opportunity to feel normal for a couple of hours during
the midst of the COVID pandemic, myself included. I am planning on coming to Morris (and bringing my wallet)
more often for other events.
I know that there have been several vocal complaints about the noise, but I trust Ben Paletsky can lower the decibel
levels to a reasonable and agreeable level as he fine tunes the concert logistics. I applaud him for doing such a
wonderful job in getting these culturally and economically needed events off the ground so quickly and so well.
Sincerely,
Matt Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John Murray
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:00:34 PM

Good Afternoon
   I am writing today to express my full support for the Twilight Concerts Series currently being staged on
the upper meadow of South Farms. What Ben Paletsky has created at South Farms during the past
decade – a stunningly gorgeous wedding venue, a herd of grass-fed Belted Galloway cattle, farmer’s
markets, and weekly community gatherings in the summer – is an extraordinary accomplishment.
I’ve had a front row seat to it all.
I have lived at 26 Watertown Road in Morris for the past 22 years, and finally bought the house from
Julie Ajazi last week. Morris is my home, a sanctuary from my journalism work in Waterbury, and I
suspect my last breath on Earth will be taken in this community. My property is surrounded by South
Farms on three sides, and when I stand in my yard I have a direct view of the concert venue.
   During performances I can clearly hear the music being played by the bands, but more than the drums
and electric guitars, I hear the sounds of life, and that gives me hope. We are in the middle of an historic
pandemic that has impacted the entire world, and all of us, every single resident in Morris, has felt an
impact from COVID-19. Maybe now we’re working from home or helping our kids with homework, maybe
our business was shut for months, or we’re on the frontlines of healthcare trying to save lives in a hospital
or nursing home.
   Ben Paletsky and South Farms did not escape a COVID-19 punch in the face. Ben lost dozens of
weddings and events, money that time and effort will not replace. In a crisis it’s the nimble and creative
that will survive, and Ben used those skills to create the Twilight Concert Series that has brought music
and joy to thousands of people - and jobs - in these dark and uncertain times. The pandemic is forecast to
be with us for another 12 months and it’s not out of the realm of possibilities that South Farms loses
another entire wedding season in 2021. It wasn’t that long ago that when a farmer got his tractor stuck in
the mud, the neighbors helped him pull it out. Times have changed.
   Ben Paletsky has been a terrific neighbor in Morris and he deserves community support as he tries to
navigate South Farms through the choppy waters of the pandemic.
   It might be helpful to get a big-picture perspective before zeroing in on noise complaints. The Twilight
Concert Series isn’t simply an agenda item for the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, what Ben
has created with his socially distanced outdoor concert venue is a really big deal. South Farms has
received local, state and national attention, and has been mentioned in Rolling Stone Magazine. Ben has
created the most innovative music venue on the East Coast and this should be celebrated. I am very
proud of his accomplishment and admire his commitment to Morris, his dedication to preserving open
space, and the continued five-generation legacy of the Paletsky Family in this town.
   Some Morris residents are complaining that they moved to town for the peace and quiet of country
living and that music from the Twilight Concert Series is negatively impacting their quality of life. Is the
noise real? Of course it is. And so is the sound of a gun-shots fired every afternoon from a resident on
Higbie Road, and the roar of lawn mowers and chainsaws before 8 am.
   I’ve listened to a few of my neighbors complain about the music coming from South Farms the past six
weeks and believe it is important to acknowledge their concerns, but it is also important to remind anyone
living directly on Route 63 that they do not live in a quiet zone. We might wish for nothing but the sounds
of chirping crickets, the cawing of crows, and the gurgle of rushing water from East Morris Brook as it

flows through town. But that is not reality. The rumble of motorcycles on Route 63 vibrates our homes,
and the half-mile from the intersection with Route 109 heading towards Watertown is a drag strip 18
hours a day. We are inundated with man-made sound all day, every day, and we adjust and learn to live
with it.
   Ben has followed all local and state laws in creating an innovative and game-changing venue for South
Farms, and the concerts are always over at a reasonable time (approximately 9:30 pm). As the closest
neighbor to South Farms in Morris I have nothing but admiration for what he has created and fully support
his innovative effort to keep his business afloat; an effort that has rippled across the music industry, and
sent some beautiful music across the meadows, over a stone wall, and into my ears.
By working together, we can help Ben Paletsky pull South Farms out of the pandemic ditch, so he can
continue to provide a hub for community life in Morris. This is what neighbors used to do, and we can do it
again. Thank you.
Best wishes,
John Murray
26 Watertown Road
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Paula Halpern
wiig@optonline.net
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms" Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:30:31 AM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I just wanted to show my support for the South Farms' concerts. I attended one a few weeks ago and thought it was
amazing. To create such a special atmosphere during these crazy times is what really sets it apart. Ben Paletsky is
diligently working to lessen the neighborhood noise for the future. The fact that this also employs so many residents
is just an added plus. Although I am not a resident, I’ve been coming to Morris since 1967 and this is one of the best
things that I’ve seen come to this town.
Thank you,
Paula Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dawn F
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Thankful and supportive of South Farms Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:29:35 AM

I am writing this note in thanks and support of the South Farms concerts. It is amazing to me that we have such a
terrific venue for live events right here in our beautiful town.
We have purchased tickets for several concerts and have enjoyed the music, the food, and the ability to safely attend
a concert.
The events are well organized and the safety health checks are efficient and helpful. Most importantly these events
give us a chance to feel less isolated and also support our local vendors AND performers which is critical to helping
our economy survive this terrible pandemic.
I am so grateful to South Farms and the Town of Morris for supporting these terrific concerts and look forward to
attending them for decades to come.
With gratitude,
Dawn Fiddler
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Matt Man
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
Support for Concert Series in Morris
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:14:11 AM

To Whom This May Concern It is my privilege to compose this note to you regarding the concert series at S. Farms. I am a
strong advocate
for live music. In a time of dread and despair, the outdoor concerts have provided my friends,
family and community
an avenue for hope and vision of better days. I have attended a few concerts and have been
pleasantly surprised by
how well the venue organizers considered the health and safety of guests as well as
employees. The concerts seem
to benefit others in the community as well by providing secure employment, extending
economic growth into the
surrounding businesses and leaving a sense of optimism that hasn't been seen since the
pandemic's start. I thank
Mr. Ben Paletsky for having the courage and foresight to run a successful venue while also
doing the best he can
to consider others' positions. I recognize not everyone may be in favor of such a venue, but
realizing how the pros
outweigh the cons is also something I hope you will consider.
In short, I support this concert series and thank the town of Morris along with Mr. Paletsky for
offering a bit of light
in an otherwise dark time.
Sincerely,
Matthew C. Saccoman
207 West Street
Goshen, CT 06756
860-387-5768

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Paul Mauro
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Concert Series at South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:28:17 AM

Good morning,
I am writing as a musician and patron of the Twilight Concert Series at South Farms. I have
had the pleasure of attending several concerts in this inaugural season. Throughout the years I
have seen the creative genius of Ben Paletsky at work as he constantly adapts and evolves his
business and property with changing times. This concert series truly exemplifies that fact.  
The concerts I have attended this season were very well organized and orderly. The covid-19
guidelines for health and safety were strictly enforced including temperature checks, health
surveys, masks, and of course social distancing at all times. At no time did I see any exception
to this or anyone trying to break these rules.
Every area of the property was very well staffed to ensure order at all times. The parking area
was heavily patrolled to ensure safety and prevent tailgating or any other unsanctioned/unsafe
activity. Traffic seemed to flow seamlessly both entering and exiting.
The shows I attended were primarily solo or trio acts with acoustic guitar and minimal
percussion. The volume level was quite low compared to a typical concert. It really wasn't
much louder than a typical show on a town green or the town beach. I know noise is one of
the concerns, but levels can always be adjusted and sound can be redirected.
The fact that the majority of these shows are selling out, even at a high price, shows that in a
difficult time, a very necessary service is being provided--allowing people an opportunity to
have a safe place to go for top quality entertainment/recreation. This also benefits local
businesses with increased traffic and interest in this area.
In my experience as a musician, Ben and his staff have always been very reasonable to work
with and very generous. I will continue to attend events and support at South Farms this
season and I would urge you to support this endeavor as well.
Sincerely,
Paul Mauro

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Alycia Isabelle
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.et; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms the best place to happen in 2020 - for me!
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:12:42 AM

To whom it may concern,
I am sending this email to the town of Morris to show my appreciation for their support of South
Farms concert series. As a small local business and homeowner in the next town over, I am
encouraged and grateful to have this concert series in our backyard. As sponsorship director of
Black Bear Music Festival, I was so discouraged that we were unable to have our annual festival in
Goshen this year. Music is good for the soul and positive during these trying times. I think South
Farms has done an incredible job to keep everyone safe, creating a date night out, and enjoying the
company of others…socially distanced of course. Economically – I could only imagine it has done
wonders for the town. Bringing in new people to try restaurants in the surrounding area, testing out
local food trucks, and beverages from again local sources like Litchfield distillery. Thank you Morris –
for supporting the concert series. It has brought so much happiness to many people, that didn’t
think they could get out this year safely.
Alycia Isabelle

Alycia Isabelle

| PRESIDENT
Office 860-542-5910 :: Fax 860-542-5843 :: Cell 860-318-5700 :: Email alycia@mi-ms.com

MI INTEGRATED MEDIA :: Dedicated To Providing Your Integrated Direct Response Marketing
Solutions
CONNECT WITH US :: www.mi-ms.com :: facebook :: twitter:: instagram

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Perkel
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farm
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:53:34 AM

To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing this letter in full support of Ben Peletsky and his incredible "Twilight on
the Farm" concert series. I am writing this not only as a local business owner, a local
physician and a local musician, but also as a huge live music fan. I have personally
attended 3 of the shows and have tickets to 2 more events (so far). This series of
concerts and live comedy events have brought a huge economic benefit to this area,
as well as being an amazing one of a kind cultural experience for those of us lucky
enough to be able to go. This cultural significance has been so important that
national media outlets such as Rolling Stone magazine and Live for Live music online
blog has been featuring the series as a model of how to bring back live music in this
very difficult pandemic environment. The intangible positive effects of enjoying music
and laughing at some of the best comedians in a time like ours cannot be overstated.
My personal stress working through these crazy medical times has been alleviated
by just knowing that I have the music on the farm to look forward to! But more
importantly, I have witnessed the economic effects to the local area as multiple
friends from other parts of Connecticut have traveled to the events, stayed in local
inns and hotels, had pre show dinners and local restaurants and have gotten more
familiar with our beautiful region for future tourist stops, I'm sure. This is no doubt a
huge economic boon to our community and should be supported, encouraged and
should be the envy of others!
As a physician I have been so impressed by the steps that Ben has implemented that
ensure that we are not only having a great time and getting some much needed
culture, but it is being done in a safe manner with covid health forms being done prior
to entrance, masks and social distancing.
In conclusion, I am fully in support of Ben Peletsky's South Farm concert series and I
am impressed at how quickly he has adjusted his business in such a way that he can
continue to keep his farm running so one day it can go back to hosting weddings and
other local community based events that also have invaluable effects on our local
economy and the reputation of our region as a travel destination. I can't wait until I
can again drive past the cattle to the top of the fields and sit under the stars listening
to more talented musicians doing what they do best.
Sincerely,
Jason Perkel, MD, FAAP
Owner, Northwest Hills Pediatrics
http://www.nwhillspeds.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ryan Taylor
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com;
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Morris resident who supports south farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:34:02 AM

I would just like to write a quick note in support of South Farms new music venue. We are
experiencing unprecedented times and I applaud Ben Paletsky and his team for creating this venue.
It not only supports his family, but helps provide jobs for countless other workers, performers etc. In
addition, the success of this venue will help to keep South Farms as a viable farm/tourism business
for years to come. Losing that asset to a housing development would be far worse for our
community. I understand that there are complaints from several members of the community. I am
confident that Ben will work tirelessly to address their concerns and minimize any perceived impact
the performances have on them.
Best regards,
Ryan Taylor
Morris CT Resident
Ryan Taylor
Technical Service
Five Star Products, Inc.
60 Parrott Drive
Shelton, CT 06484-4733
Office:(203) 336-7922
Cell:(203) 339-1028
taylorr@fivestarproducts.com
www.FiveStarProducts.com

NOTICE: This email and/or attachments may contain confidential or proprietary information which may be legally
privileged. It is intended only for the named recipient(s). If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this
email, please notify the author by replying to this message.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Mangini
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms Impact
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:14:34 AM

To Whom It May Concern,
As we find ourselves in an ever changing environment, I couldn’t be more proud to see the
evolution of South Farms, as well as my hometown of Morris. Over the past 16 years,
commuting long distances has been a consistent part of my life due to working in the arts,
entertainment and production field. Combined with the current pandemic, my family’s
financial situation has never been in more jeopardy.
Enter the concert series at South Farms. A beacon of hope - for our finances, the ability to
work locally, and to support my friends and neighbors. Not only has this new opportunity in
town revitalized my business, but it has also shown the ability to revitalize our entire
community. This modern exploitation of our rural environment will have a positive ripple
affect on the surrounding businesses, farms and agriculture. It is clear that the agritourism
market is here, and the leadership at South Farms is headed in a productive, sustainable
direction for the surrounding farmland. These are the means needed to make Morris a
resilient town, while preserving the open space we all love.
Sincerely,
Jason Mangini
127 Esthers Lane
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Eliot A. Wadsworth
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
re: the concert series at South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:52:23 AM

Good morning all –
I write to express my support for the concert series at South Farms. I understand that the evening
events likely inconvenience some residents (traffic, noise, etc.) but I believe that, on balance, Ben’s
continued efforts to draw visitors to Morris and build the local economy are to be applauded.
Indeed, as a fellow local business owner, I find Ben’s ability to pivot, in the face of an unprecedented
interruption of South Farm’s usual operations, truly remarkable. It is, I believe, in the town’s best
interest to trust that Ben, in turn, has the town’s best interests at heart.
Thank you for your time & attention,
Eliot
………………………………
Eliot A. Wadsworth
White Flower Farm
Office: (860) 496-9624 x6301
Mobile: (917) 514-1917

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
FW: South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:08:28 AM

-----Original Message----From: Kelly Taylor [mailto:kelly71474@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6:56 PM
To: tom weik <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>; wiig@optinline.net
Subject: South Farms
Often the voices of those complaining about something are louder than the
voices of those who support something. My fear is, because there are people
loudly opposing the Twighlight Series at South Farms, you may not be hearing
from those in support of the concert series.
There has been huge overwhelming amounts of support on facebook, I’m
concerned that won’t translate over formally to all of you.
As a neighbor of South Farms I LOVE the Twighlight concert series. To sit
outside at night in my pajamas in my own backyard listening to live music
has been a gift. I don’t hear it every night, but I wish i could.
I support Ben and his team 100 percent. For my own enjoyment but more so for
the businesses in town, for his team & he/his family and their families, for
the artists, the crews and for the community. Ben has really done a
tremendous thing here, he and his team. They deserve kudos, gratitude and
congratulations!!!
thank you for your time.
Please forward this email to the town planning and zoning commission and
anyone else appropriate.
Kelly Taylor
82 Litchfield Rd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ed Dorsett
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Twilight Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:19:01 AM

I am so supportive of what Ben has done for the citizens of Morris and the general public during this time of the
COVID-19. It is a bright spot...in a time when there aren’t many...rather concerts than housing developments! Judy
Dorsett
Sent from my iPad
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Paula Rischard
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:09:05 AM

The South Farms concert series has done so much good for this community and I hope it can
continue on some level.
Although I am sensitive to the opinions of those who have concerns about noise, traffic,
safety, etc., I have every confidence that Ben Paletsky and his team will be able to accomplish
whatever modifications   necessary to alleviate these obstacles.
Please consider all who benefit from this venue. It has truly put Morris “on the map.”
Paula Rischard
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

anna carfield
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South farms concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 10:30:06 PM

To whom it may concern...I am without a doubt in support of the concerts/comedy shows at South Farms and know
for a fact that they are bringing business to the area because I have met multiple people who have come to town just
to see their favorite act...we should be embracing this for the treasure it is instead of looking for any negativity...I
know one lady compared it to limerock...well limerock adds to their community and brings people from all over the
country including many business people and even celebrities who then settle in the area...and limerock is the sound
of racing cars not beautiful music...FYI the home values in the Salisbury are higher than the home values in Morris
so obviously that attraction hasn’t hurt real estate... I work in the service industry and I have yet to hear one
remotely negative comment...locals as well as people from other areas are beyond supportive ...it is so disappointing
that anyone would find negativity in this very positive venture and to be quite honest I’m jealous of the people that
get to hear the music
Please don’t blow this for our town...
Anna Carfield
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Georgia LoPresti Meckes
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky; Georgia LoPresti Meckes; wiig@optonline.net
Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:53:28 PM

Honorable Board and Selectmen,
I would like to submit a letter of support for the Concerts and Comedy at South Farms.
As a new community member of East Morris, with children at WAMOGO and James Morris
elementary, I have enjoyed these concerts and think they are terrific! They have provided a
nearby, respite for social time & cultural enjoyment- right in our neighborhood. I’ve had the
pleasure and opportunity to see musical and comedy acts I never would have, otherwise. I also
felt comfortable bringing both of my children to their “first concerts” in an environment that is
safe and welcoming.
I also think that it’s been a brilliant way for this third-generation business to pivot during
unprecedented times.
The noise has not made any negative impact on my family’s livelihood and we live adjacent to
the farm at the intersection of rt 63 and 109. In fact, if we hear much at all, we open our
windows- as it helps us fall asleep.
I support the concerts and hope they stay!
Respectfully,
Georgia LoPresti Meckes
-Georgia LoPresti Meckes

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ed And Judy
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Special meeting.
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:50:58 PM

Just watched the special meeting regarding the concerts at South Farms. I would guess that we live around a mile
from the stage. Usually we can hear nothing. When we have heard sound it was very faint and could not hear it
indoors. Went to one concert and was very impressed with all of the protocols regarding Covid. This is a unique
time. I fully support what Ben is doing. I would hate to see the South Farm property end up as a subdivision or
mall. Seems to me this is a positive for an economy that needs all the help it can get. I would also like to
compliment the Board for a good Zoom meeting.   Ed Dorsett.   111 South Street.     Morris.
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen Bellmay
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 8:55:00 PM

HelloTodd and I just wanted you to know that we have been enjoying the concerts just over
the hill. We’ve been to 4 so far and have 2 more scheduled. All of our kids have gone
to some as well. We think what Ben has created is a great thing for the town and
community. We understand some of the concerns from those living in closer
proximity. We can hear it from our house too sometimes but actually enjoy it. As there
are just a few more weeks left of their season, we hope that they will be allowed to
continue. We suggest lowering the volume to appease those who are disturbed by it,
and also reassuring them that if in the future they plan to continue limit the events to
weekends, or if during the week a smaller, quieter atmosphere and not so frequent.
Sincerely,
Maureen & Todd Bellmay

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Gerri Kenniston
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townifmorris.com
Concerts at South Farm
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:49:34 PM

I am emailing you to send my support to Ben Paletsky for his tremendous efforts to bring live music to Morris.
Ben has worked very hard to make this happen, following all the required protocols.
I have attended a concert and have tickets for two more. It was an absolute success and enjoyable- very much
needed in this time of COVID.
And very much needed for the town of Morris!
Thank you,
Gerri Kenniston
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Harrison
Planning & Zoning
Concerts at South Farms
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:21:17 PM

Dear David and Commissions Members,
I am writing to express my concern for the concerts at South Farms. Finally we have something great happening in
Morris and once again the nay sayers are trying to squelch it. As a recent member Morris Planning and Zoning I
remember when Mr. Paletsky came in to speak with us about all the possibilities that might happen at his Farm and I
distinctively remember concerts being one of them.
From what I understand about the concerts, Mr. Paletsky is doing everything he can to keep the sound in check and
is working with sound engineers, daily, to improve it.
I support these concerts and the revenue it’s bringing to all of the businesses in town. I hope the Planning and
Zoning commission will not allow themselves to be bullied by the same people who always find something to
complain about.
Respectfully,
Lisa M Harrison

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; The427king@yahoo.com
RE: re[2]: Posting on town site
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:02:17 PM

Dear all commmissioners
Last nights meeting was very enlightening.
Bens plan to continue concerts at South farms was very clear despite no improvement to the
volume coming from these professional bands. As a matter of fact, they have been louder than
ever. He "hopes to have solutions in the spring".
Now that you are aware of his plans and your mistakes giving him a list of considerations is
something the board needs to do when he comes back and fills out an appropriate apllication
properly, Not now. We are in week two with you and he gave his answer to the volume.
There is nothing that can be done about that list you came up with, not Now!!
I urge you all to review his current plans for the current bussines, not this new one. I urge you
to review the zoning regulations for his property and to cease any further conditions and
implement a Ciest and Desist order immediately. Ben just told you his plan and others have
told you he is booking out until The Spring 2021.
This commissions responsibly is to this entire community not just South Farms for every week
you delay this his plans are in quick motion. Again you have been notified by other in this
community he has been planning this for a couple of years.
He can appeal the C&D and still keep his concerts going with no hardship.
The longer you wait the more he plans.
In the meantime , I am asking this commssiion to drive around and drive through every
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday and take notes and make your own
observations, from Now until they hopefully end in OCT. He never said they were ending in
Oct, did he? What we need is the process for the future to be upheld!
Thank you,
Lori KIbbe
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 6:31 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Posting on town site
Lori

Efforts will be made to make it clear that you and Chuck are not the only ones commenting. Regardless, it was
Kevin DeRoehn who was the first to ask questions. I will read other e-mails into the record and try to get them
posted on the town website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 14:57:05 -0400
Subject: re: Posting on town site
  

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
One More Question
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:40:06 PM

Steve
While with 20 some dates on the calendar, Municipal Estoppel applies; however, come November there are not
likely to be a large number of dates on the calendar. Additionally, with the current COVID expiration of February,
it doesn't make sense to make commitments for the Spring. Therefore, we have a window in which Municipal
Estoppel doesn't really apply.
Another idea was suggested to me. It is much in the same vein of the idea above. That is to issue a Cease and
Desist now, while allowing him to continue through October.
This is based on two things. One is that the music seems to be getting louder. The other is that with the sound
becoming more of an issue, we may not want this to pickup again in the spring if COVID is extended. What are
your thoughts on both of these options.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 6:31:42 PM

Lori
Efforts will be made to make it clear that you and Chuck are not the only ones commenting. Regardless, it was
Kevin DeRoehn who was the first to ask questions. I will read other e-mails into the record and try to get them
posted on the town website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 14:57:05 -0400
Subject: re: Posting on town site
  

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.

Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

k2kearney@yahoo.com
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:10:44 PM
IMG_1289.JPG
Untitled attachment 00016.txt

Thought you should see a picture of the pool and hot tub that I can’t enjoy on most weekend nights because I
CAN’T TURN THE MUSIC DOWN!
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: Several Questions Regarding southFarms
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:04:24 PM

Planning and Zoning
Here is an e-mail from Steve based on a question from Chuck Alexinas.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:47:36 -0400
Subject: Re: Several Questions Regarding southFarms
  

The 'may be allowed' has no real effect on the validity of the approval of the zoning permit.Â
Also, there was no need to publish a notice of the approval.
Â
This approval expires with the Governor's emergenyc powers and the Executive Order under
which the outdoor venue was approved, 7 MM, specifically states that it does not create a
nonconforming use.
Thus, anyone being harmed by this temporary use should get a small amount of solace from the
fact that it is temporary.
Of note:Â the General Statutes do provide the PZC with the authority to require zoning permits
be published in the same manner as its decisions.Â An amendment to the zoning regulations
would ne needed to require this.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 9:59 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
We are attempting to work with Ben Paletsky to see if it is possible to manage some issues.Â
We have decided that it would be Municipal Estoppel, at least it is with the slate full of events

over the next month and a half.Â This was also done because, a Cease and Desist will not stop
the music, it only limits our leverage.
Along the way there have been conversations with frustrated neighbors.Â For the most part it
is the usual frustration over the noise that Ben seems to be unable to manage.Â Regardless, a
few questions have come up that I would like you to comment on.
These questions are:
1. Do Tony's comments that it "may be allowed" under COVID make the approval make the
approval suspect?
2. Did the approval need to be published?
My take on this is that the answer to both questions is no.Â Â Regardless, I am not as familiar
as you are with all of this.Â Therefore, please let me know what the answers are.
DaveÂ Â

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Fwd: South Farms Concerts Complaints
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:02:00 PM

Planners and Zoners
Another message from the community.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
To: wiig@optonline.com
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:14:01 -0400
Subject: Fwd: South Farms Concerts Complaints
  

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Scott Simmons <ssimmons@pepco-ft4.com>
Date: September 21, 2020 at 11:10:48 AM EDT
To: Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
Subject: South Farms Concerts Complaints
?

Hi David,
I’m at 56 Slab meadow Rd (first House on right). We can see the back of the stage and
parking area from my deck. The noise is beyond unacceptable. While we may be tolerant
of an occasional concert (Like two a month) on a Saturday, the nearly seven day a week
progression of events is intolerable.
While I appreciate Ben’s position in wanting to find new ways to generate revenue during
the pandemic, it shouldn’t come at the expense of so many others whose quality of life is
impacted by these concerts.
I cannot attend the zoom meeting this evening, but I’d like to stay informed regarding this
matter, and join any concerted effort to stop these events. Please enter this email into
the record. Can you please tell me how I can attain the meeting minutes from last
Wednesday’s meeting and this evening’s meeting minutes as well?
Thank You,
Scott & Jill Simmons
56 Slab Meadow Rd
Morris CT

860-806-8186
scottquiethills@yahoo.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concerts/Meeting Tonight
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:59:39 PM

All
Here is one of several messages that will be sent over the course of this afternoon.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: <hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Wiig@optonline.net" <Wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 16:00:15 +0000
Subject: Concerts/Meeting Tonight
  

Hello David,

As a resident of East Morris for over 30 years, I am deeply concerned about the concerts taking place at South Farms. The noise these
concerts produce is horrific to a lot of people. I have already voiced a concern about this, but until I read in the Waterbury Rep. who was in
charge, I guess my previous email didn’t get t the right place. So I am adding it to the bottom of this email.
I understand there is a meeting tonight and hopefully something can be done for the future. I can see there is no recourse for this year and
we will have to endure the month of October (or pray for RAIN). My real concern is for 2021. There is no reason for this to continue next
year. It would be a travesty to the people of East Morris, not to mention the repercussions that will take place if this goes forward in 2021.
On one of the websites, it looks like they’re already booking for next year. Ben Paletsky is not the only person in this town with rights.
Also, what was P&Z thinking when you unleashed this on our town?
Please do not allow this next year while there is still time to revoke anything for 2021..  
Also, I had to laugh when the owner of Winvian said how wonderful it was for their business. Well, it wouldn't be so wonderful if the
concerts were near them, and it definitely wouldn’t be good for business! Another case of “not in my backyard.”
You may also want to take into consideration COVID19. With all these concerts and all these people pouring into town, what are they
bringing with them, especially if this virus wields its ugly head harder again? Who’s checking?
I would appreciate you and your committee taking some of these concerns into consideration at this evening’s meeting, the same way Ben
Paletsky’s have been. Below is my previous correspondence.
Thank you ,
Helen White?
13 East Morris Lane
Morris
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From: hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:33 PM
To: Tom Weik
Subject: Farm Concerts
Tom,
I hesitated to send the email below, which I was going to send last night, but then tonight we had whatever was at South Farms sounding like
people were shouting out on our road (10:45 pm). Then I decided to look online, and what to my surprise… we have days and days of this
to put up with. Their farm is not out in the sticks so that loud microphones, bands etc. don't bother other people. Is there any recourse for
the rest of us?
Thank you,
Helen
--------------------------------------Hello Tom,
As I write this, it's difficult to even hear our own TV over the thumping, banging and shouting coming from the farm concert. It's Tuesday
night and I thought after 4 days of concerts it would finally be quiet, but no. This is the worst! And that's not to mention last weekend too.
How long do we have to put up with this? Maybe they could turn the sound system in a different direction and entertain a different part of
town. Do homeowners have any rights, or just the Paletskys? In all the years I've lived on East Morris Lane there hasn't even been a next
door neighbor that’s played anything as loud as this.
Also, aside from the noise, now there’s increased traffic speeding up and down 109.

I'm sorry to take this out on you, but I don't know who to complain to. Can anything be done, or is this what life in Morris is going to look
like?
Thank you,
Helen White
Sent from Surface Pro
From: Tom Weik
Sent: ?Thursday?, ?September? ?10?, ?2020 ?7?:?37? ?AM
To: hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net
Helen,
Thank you for reaching out with these concerns. I have been in contact with Ben Paletsky and the promotor of the concerts with the issues
that residents have brought up. I know they are working on the noise issue on a daily basis and hopefully they find the right mix soon. I will
contact Ben today and let him know that someone from your area is experiencing the excessive noise as well. I do know that this is not the
plan for the future years, but it was to be something to get the venue through this season. I will let you know what I find out.
Thank you,
Tom
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Sent from Windows Mail

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:57:07 PM

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:47:13 PM

Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Monday, September 21, 2020 10:58:41 AM
Screenshot_20200921-093251_Chrome.jpg

Dear All,
Attached is a statement written in the rolling stone article from Sept 10th 2020.
I am adding for the record.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:28:46 PM

Thank you.
We would like to know from BEN if the sound wi be decreased this week
Yes or NO. If no, a detailed explanation
And we want to know if Oct 22nd is the last show there.
Yes or No. if no, explain in details.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Pic south farms night time
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:30:22 PM
IMG_8094(1).jpg

Planning and Zoning
Attached is a picture of southFarms from the Trotta Lane area. It shows the bright lights people are talking about.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 21:12:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Pic south farms night time
  

David. Here is the pic discussed . Chuck

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: South Farms
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:13:41 PM

Planning and Zoning
Here is another e-mail for review.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Adele Terrell <delterrell56@gmail.com>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Sat, 19 Sep 2020 11:19:17 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for. I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of
the other members of the board into agreeing with you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into
the P&Z and speaking with many people it Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South
Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Adele Terrell
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Kevin Deroehn
re: South Farms
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:09:03 PM

Adele
Thank you for your e-mail. I appreciate the comments and am actually trying to stay impartial on the matter. The
statement was a point of information. If it was felt to be patronizing, that was not the intent; however, in hindsight
that is a fair response to the statement too. Additionally, there are other issues at play like traffic, loitering and
lighting.
We have taken a first step is trying to properly manage the situation. The whole process is far from over. We will
see if the operation can be dialed back and if all the issues can be addressed.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Adele Terrell <delterrell56@gmail.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Sat, 19 Sep 2020 11:19:17 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms
Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for. I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of
the other members of the board into agreeing with you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into
the P&Z and speaking with many people it Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South
Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: New Recording 8
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:59:39 AM
New Recording 8.m4a

Commissioners
Here is the third in the series of recordings discussed earlier. Number 11 was the second. I think there is a fourth
from a different location that was sent.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ed <elillis@optonline.net>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 22:12:50 -0400
RE:   New Recording 8
?Hi Dave. Ed Lillis here. I was asked to send you some recordings from my house. This is what my kids and I are
hearing at 177 East street.
On another note I didn’t agree with your comment at the zoom meeting Wednesday about harvest moon being good
neighbors. They have not stuck to the terms of the PDD you created for them. Trucks overnight with engines
running , before and after hours deliveries, wood stacked over the limit. Cutting with the doors open, working on
Saturday and Sunday and no enforcement from the zeo. And I have been physically threatened by Peter Davenport
for recording violations. You should watch your comments.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concerts at South Farm
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:54:37 AM

Morris Planning and Zoning           
Here is another e-mail on the southFARMS matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: renee normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Sat, 19 Sep 2020 21:33:26 +0000 (UTC)
RE:   Concerts at South Farm
Good Evening
I would like to address the concerts series/shows happening at South Farms. The noise is unacceptable. First let me
say I love that it employs 40+ new folks, esp during this time. I love concerts. I can even appreciate an occasional
weekend concert on the Farm but this weekday after weekday after weekday is NOT OKAY. Constant Boom boom
boom for hours .I work full time as a registered nurse. I work long hard hours, I come home to relax & I canâ€™t. I
also have a special needs son, I now have to put a fan on high and/or someÂ other kind of white noise as he
canâ€™t sleep, not to mention some nights it scares him. Also school has begun againâ€¦little tough toÂ study, do
homework etc. An occasional weekend concert I get it ,this constant every night...itâ€™s needs to stop. I have to
shut my windows on a beautiful autumn evening, I turn up the television volume, not working. Believe me when I
say I grew up in CT and I support and always have, all of CT local farms, small businessesÂ etcÂ I may not have
grown up or lived in Morris my whole life but I love it here. There has got to be a solution for this problemâ€¦Yes it
is a problem. Have a great and quiet night, stay safe.
I have sent the above email to Mr Weik as well ,but I left a couple of things out of that email .My street especially
my driveway have become the turnaround spot perhaps for those folks who are lost...and lets not forget to mention
the half dozen or more who think my road is the new perfect public urinal. Hoping the town addresses and fixes all
these issues.Looking forward to hearing from someone.
Regards
C. Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Audio from Edillis from last night.
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:43:33 AM
New Recor001.amr

Everyone
Here is the first of three recordings from the area around American Country Barns. The next two are from Ed Lillis.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 22:02:47 -0400
Subject: Audio from Edillis from last night.
  

This was in his house with the doors and windows closed.
Tonight is very quiet solo artist.
Was heaven to have peace
Thank you
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: Need information please
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:17:11 PM

Planners and Zoners
Another one from Lori.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 13:05:58 -0400
Subject: Re: Need information please
  

Also Tom we will be reviewing all the sectors for this new music venueprovided to us by the
TAH.
I do not see a sanitation plan in the paper work David Wiig provided me.
This would be different from the wedding Venue as it is in a new zone.
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 9/18/20 1:01 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Need information please
I’m the Covid municipal official for morris. Contact Torrington Area Health District for the plan.
Tom
On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 12:07 PM lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Tom,
Can you provide me with the following who:
covid municipal designee
Also would you have the plan for the proposed sanitation there or is that Pand Z.
Thank you in advance,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Regarding South Farms
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:12:37 PM
IMG_4176.MOV
IMG_4181.MOV

Planning and Zoning
Here is the first of a number of e-mails that have been received.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 16:04:15 -0400
Subject: Regarding South Farms
  

Dear Mr. Wiig,Â

I apologize if you have already received this message from me via the
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" e-mail account, but I wanted to make sure my
experience from 2 miles away from South Farms was documented for the consideration of the
Planning and Zoning Committee.
Thank you,Â
Aneta Klusak
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Klusak, Aneta <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
Date: Thu, Sep 17, 2020 at 3:37 PM
Subject: Regarding South Farms
To: <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Hello,Â
My name is Aneta Klusak and I am a resident of Morris, located at the end of Isaiah Smith Lane
and about 2 miles from the South Farms venue. Due to theÂ fields between us, sound is traveling
very, very clearly... even if the venue is within legal limits.Â
I have been in contact with the first selectman and he has let me know that your committee has
been meeting. I am forwarding you my latest e-mail to him below. I am also happy to come to
one of your Zoom meetings or cooperate with you any way possible to see this resolved. Thank
you for your help!
Sincerely,Â
Aneta Klusak
9/16/2020
Dear Mr. Weik,Â
Please find attached videos of different shows recorded from my porch and a map showing

where I am. My perception is that the volume has somehow increased. We live in an old house,
and I can hear the beat in every room of my home with the windows closed. I can now even hear
the crowd cheering, which shows how well the sound travels over the fields between us and the
farm even if they are meeting a legal decibel limit. I ask you to please travel the area during a
show for the full effect. Youâ€™re welcome to hear it from inside our home.Â
I cannot imagine that anyone in Litchfield County - or the rest of the state? - is suddenly being
forced to live with a rock stadium in their backyard without a vote or neighborhood
approval.Â My mother has health issues and is distressed by this five nights a week. I teach in
Brookfield and come home late, unable to concentrate on lesson planning because of this. The
situation simply exceeds the limits of reason. Itâ€™s an invasive burden on residents who have
always had peace here.Â
We have sympathy for a business trying to continue under pandemic restrictions, but our chief
worry is that this is not a temporary measure. What is the town going to do? When exactly do the
permits for this expire? And what is the ownerâ€™s plan for the farm in the future, when
restrictions are lifted? Our nerves would be calmed with reassurance that this is not the new
normal.Â
Thank you for your understanding and intervention.Â
Sincerely,Â
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Adele Terrell
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Kevin Deroehn
South Farms
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:19:20 AM

Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for.
I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of the other members of the board into agreeing with
you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into the P&Z and speaking with many people it
Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took
their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:07:40 AM

Got it. Thank you.
It was a quiet Friday evening with solo mellow proformer and SAT there is noone listed to
play.. It was heaven not to here what we heard Thursday night.
I asked Tom Wiek for the sanitation plan for that new location since it is not being held at the
old wedding Venue of South farms of which the current incomplete application was filed.
Even thou this is said to be "Possibly under Covid" all applications are still required.
Tom Wiek being the "municipal enforcement designee" for the town of Morris should be
able to provide us with the information required under the Gov excutive order, "Sector Rules"
As we sort this through,when you read through the multiple pages of the "Sector RULES",
500 people is the "Total" number, this includes food trruck, staff, parking , band etc!!! There
is alot to be reviewed and followed in there. Who is following through on this piece?
According to my resources, To say that the Governors executive order over rules the local
planning and zoning is at question if all applications, plans and those sectors were not
completed or followed.  
I am also asking that commission NOT use this weekend to be looked at for volume, traffic,
etc. since major bands were not scheduled. And their sound systems are very different from a
solo artist. A comedian is scheduled soon for multiple shows a day and the profanity last time
echoed through our closed windows and doors. Which prompted me to become envolved after
my 4year old grandaughter reiterated something little ears should never hear.
We understand there are lots of concerns and issues to be addressed and we appreciate the
time and enegry going into to trying to come to some compromise with Ben for these
upcoming events only while looking deeper in to the significant oversights that will need to
be dealt with come the end of October.
Respectfully,
Lori Lidenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Audio from Edillis from last night.
Friday, September 18, 2020 10:02:52 PM
New Recor001.amr

This was in his house with the doors and windows closed.
Tonight is very quiet solo artist.
Was heaven to have peace
Thank you
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Steve Byrne
Planning & Zoning
Several Questions Regarding southFarms
Friday, September 18, 2020 9:59:48 PM

Steve
We are attempting to work with Ben Paletsky to see if it is possible to manage some issues. We have decided that it
would be Municipal Estoppel, at least it is with the slate full of events over the next month and a half. This was also
done because, a Cease and Desist will not stop the music, it only limits our leverage.
Along the way there have been conversations with frustrated neighbors. For the most part it is the usual frustration
over the noise that Ben seems to be unable to manage. Regardless, a few questions have come up that I would like
you to comment on.
These questions are:
1. Do Tony's comments that it "may be allowed" under COVID make the approval make the approval suspect?
2. Did the approval need to be published?
My take on this is that the answer to both questions is no.   Regardless, I am not as familiar as you are with all of
this. Therefore, please let me know what the answers are.
Dave  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Friday, September 18, 2020 9:19:01 PM

Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Selectmen Morris
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms complaint
Friday, September 18, 2020 11:20:12 AM

Tony,
A resident Erica Bonetti, 66 Straits Turnpike Lane, phone #203-558-8382 wants to speak with you
regarding concerts at South Farms.

Laurel Gillotti
Executive Assistant
First Selectman’s Office
Town of Morris
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Tel: 860-567-7430
Fax: 860-567-7432
e-mail: selectmen@townofmorrisct.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Friday, September 18, 2020 8:04:18 AM

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Thursday, September 17, 2020 11:09:22 PM

Be clear.
I will never support this venue over there.
We will save the rest for attorneys to battle out.
Thank you for your efforts

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/17/20 10:52 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
There hasn't been time to properly answer these questions until now. Part of this is due to limited time.
Another is that I want to speak for the board and not just myself. It wasn't possible to do that until after
Wednesday's meeting.
Here are answers where it is possible to answer:
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors executive order.
The board determined that it is not covered by Executive Order 7MM as that is for Outside Dining.
2. This is a new business located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has several zones
there and this needs to be reviewed.
The stage, parking and audience are in the Residential district. The wedding venue and the concerts that were
held related to that were in the CB Commercial zone.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is not a pleasant
experience.
I live on Benton Road. I hear the concerts most of the time. I have an idea of what you are dealing with.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified. That needs to be

reviewedand the application.
This needs to be looked into.
5. Parking
The parking for the new arrangement seems reasonably effective. As stated previously, it is in the residential
district.
6. Traffic
Traffic is a concern. We will be looking into this on Monday.
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive order
Please let me know what you find.
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
From what has been said, it appears that this is Ben Paletsky's operation.
9. Liability
That is way to broad a question to completely answer. For the most part, the answer is obvious, he is liable for
what happens on his property. The attendees are liable for what they do on their way to and from the venue.
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
There are days with 2 comedy shows. There was an event with 3 comedians.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
He says that he didn't anticipate the interest it would generate. The board will be looking into seeing if this level
of activity can be scaled back.
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by professional
musicians .
That appears to be the case.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an approval
anywhere.did I miss it?
The application was not approved by the board. Because it was approved under the COVID regulations, it only
goes to the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I don't have the exact date of the approval; however, it was definitely
before he started operations.

14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living around there this is
highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin???s email.? If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.? I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.? I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.? If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.?
Ben has professional sound people working with him. One of the items attached to Wednesday's agenda was a
report from the sound engineers. While I feel that Ben wrote this, he has other people who would do the
analysis of the sound levels.
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is over. That needs to
be a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is covered under the gov current excutive
order.
After the executive order expires, only a PDD application would allow the operation in its current form to
continue. Additionally, for the operation to be legal as a primary use in the CB zone, another option would be
a regulation change. Either of these options would require a public hearing.
16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
The board hopes that we can make progress on this with Ben in subsequent meetings.
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get approved under
Excutive order?
The executive order allows for the whole property to be used, without regard to where it falls in the zone.
Everything that is being done would be 100% legal if his operation was outdoor dining.
If you have additional questions, please let me know. I will be sending an agenda for this coming Monday 9/21.
That is when we will meet with Ben.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He
has several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights
is not a pleasant experience.

4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly
amplified. That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.

The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK

PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:52:32 PM

Lori
There hasn't been time to properly answer these questions until now. Part of this is due to limited time. Another is
that I want to speak for the board and not just myself. It wasn't possible to do that until after Wednesday's
meeting.
Here are answers where it is possible to answer:
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors executive order.
The board determined that it is not covered by Executive Order 7MM as that is for Outside Dining.
2. This is a new business located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has several zones
there and this needs to be reviewed.
The stage, parking and audience are in the Residential district. The wedding venue and the concerts that were
held related to that were in the CB Commercial zone.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is not a pleasant
experience.
I live on Benton Road. I hear the concerts most of the time. I have an idea of what you are dealing with.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified. That needs to be
reviewedand the application.
This needs to be looked into.
5. Parking
The parking for the new arrangement seems reasonably effective. As stated previously, it is in the residential
district.
6. Traffic
Traffic is a concern. We will be looking into this on Monday.
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive order
Please let me know what you find.
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts

From what has been said, it appears that this is Ben Paletsky's operation.
9. Liability
That is way to broad a question to completely answer. For the most part, the answer is obvious, he is liable for
what happens on his property. The attendees are liable for what they do on their way to and from the venue.
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
There are days with 2 comedy shows. There was an event with 3 comedians.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
He says that he didn't anticipate the interest it would generate. The board will be looking into seeing if this level of
activity can be scaled back.
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by professional musicians
.
That appears to be the case.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an approval
anywhere.did I miss it?
The application was not approved by the board. Because it was approved under the COVID regulations, it only
goes to the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I don't have the exact date of the approval; however, it was definitely
before he started operations.
14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living around there this is
highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin???s email.? If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.? I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.? I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.? If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.?
Ben has professional sound people working with him. One of the items attached to Wednesday's agenda was a
report from the sound engineers. While I feel that Ben wrote this, he has other people who would do the analysis
of the sound levels.
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is over. That needs to be
a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is covered under the gov current excutive
order.
After the executive order expires, only a PDD application would allow the operation in its current form to
continue. Additionally, for the operation to be legal as a primary use in the CB zone, another option would be a
regulation change. Either of these options would require a public hearing.

16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
The board hopes that we can make progress on this with Ben in subsequent meetings.
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get approved under
Excutive order?
The executive order allows for the whole property to be used, without regard to where it falls in the zone.
Everything that is being done would be 100% legal if his operation was outdoor dining.
If you have additional questions, please let me know. I will be sending an agenda for this coming Monday 9/21.
That is when we will meet with Ben.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has
several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is
not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified.
That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally

expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.

Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:45:33 PM

I think the best way to experience it to get out and be with some of these people who are to
lose their minds
You all need to take this very seriously.
Please Begging you

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/17/20 10:42 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
These messages will be added to the agenda for the meeting on Monday. I feel that is the best way for all of us
to learn about what you experience during these events.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 21:43:45 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400

RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February

of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we

stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it

from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??

Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail

to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:42:10 PM

Lori
These messages will be added to the agenda for the meeting on Monday. I feel that is the best way for all of us to
learn about what you experience during these events.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 21:43:45 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.

Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve

Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)

The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.

A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter

of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?

One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:43:50 PM

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave

P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it

from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne

Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.

??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC

790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:39:04 PM

You all need to get out here And listen to this over and over.
HOW did you let this happen?
Do you have any idea what it is like for us. Do any of you really care?
I say no or you would never allowed this.
We still have 3 more nights.
We can not be outside its too much.
Someone needs to help us!
How did you allow this, all for money!!!
Erica and the ZEO need to resign. This noise is beyond belief.
You have failed us terribly.
We will write you every night and let you know how our life is being affected
Lor Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.

Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032

(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.

That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??

There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.

Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.

It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Klusak, Aneta
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Regarding South Farms
Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:38:10 PM
IMG_4181.MOV
IMG_4176.MOV

Hello,
My name is Aneta Klusak and I am a resident of Morris, located at the end of Isaiah Smith
Lane and about 2 miles from the South Farms venue. Due to the fields between us, sound is
traveling very, very clearly... even if the venue is within legal limits.
I have been in contact with the first selectman and he has let me know that your committee has
been meeting. I am forwarding you my latest e-mail to him below. I am also happy to come to
one of your Zoom meetings or cooperate with you any way possible to see this resolved.
Thank you for your help!
Sincerely,
Aneta Klusak
9/16/2020
Dear Mr. Weik,
Please find attached videos of different shows recorded from my porch and a map showing
where I am. My perception is that the volume has somehow increased. We live in an old
house, and I can hear the beat in every room of my home with the windows closed. I can now
even hear the crowd cheering, which shows how well the sound travels over the fields between
us and the farm even if they are meeting a legal decibel limit. I ask you to please travel the
area during a show for the full effect. You’re welcome to hear it from inside our home.
I cannot imagine that anyone in Litchfield County - or the rest of the state? - is suddenly being
forced to live with a rock stadium in their backyard without a vote or neighborhood
approval. My mother has health issues and is distressed by this five nights a week. I teach in
Brookfield and come home late, unable to concentrate on lesson planning because of this. The
situation simply exceeds the limits of reason. It’s an invasive burden on residents who have
always had peace here.
We have sympathy for a business trying to continue under pandemic restrictions, but our chief
worry is that this is not a temporary measure. What is the town going to do? When exactly do
the permits for this expire? And what is the owner’s plan for the farm in the future, when
restrictions are lifted? Our nerves would be calmed with reassurance that this is not the new
normal.
Thank you for your understanding and intervention.
Sincerely,
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David Wiig
South Farms
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:11:56 PM

Ben
Thank you for this statement. It was read into the record of the meeting after the meeting was opened and after the
plan, process and rules for the meeting were stated. I felt that is where it belonged.
There was plenty of discussion; however, the high points on the negative side are as follows:
1. The increased traffic causes issues. While I know from our son's feedback, you do an effective job at managing
traffic. Regardless, the sheer volume of cars is a shock to some people. It also does raise safety concerns, especially
with the trek up Higbie Road.
2. Noise was up there with traffic; however, as stated before there are bigger concerns. Regardless, this is what
might be the biggest issue for most people.
3. What makes the noise more of an issue is the frequency and duration of some of the events. While the success in
attracting acts is not a surprise given the state of the gig economy, this has resulted in what seems to a few people a
relentless succession of noise. If this were to be a regular operation, noise needs the attention you are giving it;
however, it seems to be getting worse, not better.
4. Lighting is also an issue that was raised. I am not sure of the specifics. We need to flesh this out better.
5. There appear to be instances of people parking where they aren't supposed to during concerts. These cases do not
involve people who are attending the show. The situation is that people are trying to get a free ticket. At the
meeting, it was mentioned that this happened on route 63. I saw 5-10 people at the corner of Higbie and Benton
watching Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes too.
6. Language that is deemed by some to be offensive was also brought up as an issue. While I feel strongly that it is
a part of our vernacular and that comedians from Lenny Bruce to Nikki Glaser have a right to use whatever language
is deemed necessary for their comedy, when it comes language like this that comes in unfiltered to a neighboring
property that did not choose to hear it, I can understand the concern.
It was also pointed out that this should not have been approved. The board's vote agreed with this statement;
however, the board recognized that the application was approved by the ZEO and has been implemented. As such,
Municipal Estoppel applies. Therefore, you can continue with the operation for the duration of the Executive Order
on Outdoor Dining.
Additionally, the motion that passed requires us to setup a Special Meeting that you are available to attend to discuss
the issues listed above. I have a quorum of board members who will be available at 7 PM on Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday at of next week to discuss the issues raised by the public in more detail. Please let me know what works
for you as soon as possible so I can draw up an agenda and lock in the board members.
Dave
P. S. When writing this, it was realized that next Wednesday won't work. Therefore, I hope that Monday or Tuesday
will work. We have a meeting with Jocelyn Ayer on Thursday. Therefore, that day is out.
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:        David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE:      Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms

Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially predicted as being
minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should return to some form of normalcy. That
never happened and nearly every wedding and party for our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The
restrictions in the Stateâ€™s executive order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for
venues to reschedule clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling, walkingaway.
Those who know me though know that I donâ€™t give up that easily. I immediately started looking for a way to
pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting concerts for many
years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began almost a decade ago with our Community
Day events. These events were free to the public and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music.
We continued with live music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the summer.
These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last yearâ€™s concert by the Waterbury
Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season. This summer, after
finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines, and working with subject matter
experts at Yaleâ€™s School of Public Health, our team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series
experience â€“ one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isnâ€™t representative of the initial concept - we
didnâ€™t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response from those who have attended
an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people
during a pretty bleak time. Many, many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch
music venue here in Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively impacts our other
local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's executive order. The
process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the application, which he did once he had the
necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be supportive, or at least
patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every detail, working with our sound team, to
ensure that we are doing our best. This is an unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a
business, but I assure you we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town and its future. I have
invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also
and working hard to manage my family land and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:27:31 PM

Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.

If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?

Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave

I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Meeting
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:24:36 PM

Chuck
Were you able to send a chat? If not, please e-mail any comments. I will share them with the board.
This issue is not closed. We do need to see what options we have to address the public's concerns. We will meet
again early next week. Please keep an eye out for the agenda.
Thank you for your attendance. I appreciate all input on this and other matters.
Dave
P. S. If you send an e-mail to PlanningandZoning@townofMorrisCT.Com and me requesting to be copied on
future meeting notices on the matter, Tony or I will e-mail you the agenda for the Special Meeting that will arise
from Bob's e-mail once it is available.
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 00:41:38 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

Dave I'm trying g to speak but cant get acknowledged. chuck aleksinas

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:09:01 PM

Dear All,
While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave

----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel. From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it. So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.

Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT
(860) 677-7355

06032

(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message. Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
Attached is the application Ben filled out. The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached. He has it all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies. That is why the
presentation and the application is attached. Please let me know where we
stand.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject: Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here. つ The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events. つ While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue. つ We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave. つ However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm. つ As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT つ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. つ If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. つ If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message. つ Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

つ
Thank you for the information. つ I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is. つ It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application. つ With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben つ Paletsky つ is ideal for this.
つ
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone. つ I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events. つ Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
つ
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used つ for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even. つ Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn. つ As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
つ
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS. つ He has an
impressive line of events. つ Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID. つ I つ will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record. つ
I do not have a site plan. つ つ Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
つ
We will meet on the 14th. つ I つ will つ present everything to the board at
that time. つ Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application. つ The
only concern I have left is つ estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town, つ except the つ zoning board
itself つ to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------つ つ
From: つ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: つ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: つ Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject: つ Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
つ つ
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district. ��堙つ
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations. ��堙つ
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions. ��堙つ Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.

As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events. ��堙つ I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD. ��堙つ Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations. ��堙つ
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT ��堙つ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. ��堙つ If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. ��堙つ If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message. ��堙つ Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts. ��堙つ They added a stage for this purpose. ��堙つ He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection. ��堙つ It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors. ��堙つ Regardless, how do you interpret this line? ��堙つ
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days? ��堙つ TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise. ��堙つ What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:28:55 PM

Lori
Here is a link to the gathering information:
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Latest-Guidance
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 17:51:38 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: South Farms
  

This is a tough situation for everyone.
There are hundreds of families who's quality of life has been affected by this one man's
decision. It is why we have a process.
The selectmans office , and Erica who has been Co-Chair for P&Z fell short on following this
up and reaching out to east Morris Residents.
I hope someone has followed up on the Governors recent order of only 100 people who can
attend events?
I have reached out to my contact at the governors office, but just this afternoon.
This may be a responsibility of the selectmen, hopefully someone from that building has
checked.
If that rings true for Ben, maybe might work best for everyone.?
I Appreciate everyone's efforts, including Bens!
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 5:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: South Farms
Lori
FYI       

Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially
predicted as being minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should
return to some form of normalcy. That never happened and nearly every wedding and party for
our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The restrictions in the State’s executive order
made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for venues to reschedule clients to
2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that creates a 2year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling,
walking-away.
Those who know me though know that I don’t give up that easily. I immediately started looking
for a way to pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting
concerts for many years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began
almost a decade ago with our Community Day events. These events were free to the public and
we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music. We continued with live music at
our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three years before
transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the
summer. These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last year’s
concert by the Waterbury Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season.
This summer, after finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines,
and working with subject matter experts at Yale’s School of Public Health, our team developed a
recipe for a socially distanced concert series experience – one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isn’t representative of the initial
concept - we didn’t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response
from those who have attended an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that
the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people during a pretty bleak time. Many, many
residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch music venue here in
Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively
impacts our other local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.

Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's
executive order. The process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the
application, which he did once he had the necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant
with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be
supportive, or at least patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every
detail, working with our sound team, to ensure that we are doing our best. This is an
unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a business, but I assure you
we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town
and its future. I have invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of
disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also and working hard to manage my family land and
run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ayles.William
David R.Wiig; Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie
Nack
Planning & Zoning
RE: RE: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:17:52 PM
image001.png

Dave….
From what I am finding on the CT.gov Covid-19 site
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Latest-Guidance

I can’t find anything that changes what’s above. if the above still holds true then I guess we need to
determine if they fall under “Outdoor private gatherings” or “Outdoor organized gatherings”.
thanks
Bill
William J. Ayles, Jr.

Associate / Senior Design Technician

An Employee Owned Company
120 Huyshope Avenue, Suite 400, Hartford, CT 06106
[D] 860.240.9397 / [M] 203.249.3573

From: David R.Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:30 PM
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>; Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>;
David Geremia, Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>; Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>; Eileen Narbutas
<eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>; Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>; Katie Nack
<katie.nack@gmail.com>; Ayles.William <WAyles@jcj.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: RE: Agenda September 16th
All

We should look into this. I may or may not be able to verify this information before the meeting.
Dave
P. S. Buddy96 I believe is Lori Lindemuth.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 08:32:03 -0400
Subject: RE: Agenda September 16th
  

Recieved Thank you.

I have just been emailed that the Governor has reduced out side gatherings back to 100?
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/15/20 8:05 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:51:42 PM

This is a tough situation for everyone.
There are hundreds of families who's quality of life has been affected by this one man's
decision. It is why we have a process.
The selectmans office , and Erica who has been Co-Chair for P&Z fell short on following
this up and reaching out to east Morris Residents.
I hope someone has followed up on the Governors recent order of only 100 people who can
attend events?
I have reached out to my contact at the governors office, but just this afternoon.
This may be a responsibility of the selectmen, hopefully someone from that building has
checked.
If that rings true for Ben, maybe might work best for everyone.?
I Appreciate everyone's efforts, including Bens!
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 5:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: South Farms
Lori
FYI       
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,

I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially
predicted as being minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should
return to some form of normalcy. That never happened and nearly every wedding and party for
our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The restrictions in the State’s executive
order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for venues to reschedule
clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving
up, selling, walking-away.
Those who know me though know that I don’t give up that easily. I immediately started
looking for a way to pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting
concerts for many years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began
almost a decade ago with our Community Day events. These events were free to the public
and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music. We continued with live
music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly
throughout the summer. These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts,
including last year’s concert by the Waterbury Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season.
This summer, after finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code
guidelines, and working with subject matter experts at Yale’s School of Public Health, our
team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series experience – one of the first of
its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isn’t representative of the initial
concept - we didn’t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response
from those who have attended an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving
that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people during a pretty bleak time. Many,
many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch music venue
here in Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively
impacts our other local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's
executive order. The process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the
application, which he did once he had the necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant
with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be
supportive, or at least patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating
every detail, working with our sound team, to ensure that we are doing our best. This is an
unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a business, but I assure you
we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.

My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town
and its future. I have invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of
disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also and working hard to manage my family land
and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; Del Knox; Dave Geremia Jr.; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:15:05 PM

All
This will need to be read into the record tonight. I am willing to do it. It might be fair to read it at the start of the
process. If anyone disagrees, we can debate it and vote on it at the start of the meeting. No e-mail responses shall
be sent.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially predicted as being
minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should return to some form of normalcy. That
never happened and nearly every wedding and party for our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The
restrictions in the Stateâ€™s executive order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for
venues to reschedule clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling, walkingaway.
Those who know me though know that I donâ€™t give up that easily. I immediately started looking for a way to
pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting concerts for many
years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began almost a decade ago with our Community
Day events. These events were free to the public and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music.
We continued with live music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the summer.
These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last yearâ€™s concert by the Waterbury
Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season. This summer, after
finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines, and working with subject matter
experts at Yaleâ€™s School of Public Health, our team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series
experience â€“ one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isnâ€™t representative of the initial concept - we
didnâ€™t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response from those who have attended
an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people
during a pretty bleak time. Many, many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch
music venue here in Town.

This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively impacts our other
local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's executive order. The
process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the application, which he did once he had the
necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be supportive, or at least
patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every detail, working with our sound team, to
ensure that we are doing our best. This is an unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a
business, but I assure you we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town and its future. I have
invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also
and working hard to manage my family land and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Re south farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:03:49 PM

Hello David Wiig—
I wanted To contact you and the commission prior to this evening’s virtual meeting. I have grave concerns about this
new outdoor concert And comedy venue of Premier Concerts/Manic Events at South Farms. Already the intrusive
effects of noise and traffic and light in the area has been considerable. Until 9 or 10 in the evening. Part of the
reason we all chose Morris for our homes is the peace and quiet of the area. This new venue is spoiling that for
many of us.
Michael Quadland
232 Benton Rd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; Del Knox; Dave Geremia Jr.; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:50:04 AM

All
Here is Lori Lindemuth's feedback.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has
several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is
not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified.
That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>

To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,

Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:35:15 AM

All,
Please add these to Wed questions.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an
approval anywhere.did I miss it?
14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living
around there this is highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin���s email.� If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.� I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.� I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.� If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.�
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is
over. That needs to be a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is
covered under the gov current excutive order.
16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going
to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get
approved under Excutive order?

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>

Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.

I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:06:30 AM

Hello everyone,
To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He
has several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights
is not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly
amplified. That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori

Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.

Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 11:12:59 PM

Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK

  

David,
Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 14, 2020 11:07:52 PM

Lori
This may not have been part of the other string of messages. Despite the
statement in one of the messages, I do understand that the noise is of great
concern to you and potentially many of the other people on the call.
Regardless, the Zoning issues were the primary concern as outdoor music and
entertainment is not a permitted use in any zone and noise is a more difficult
subject to pursue.
As you can see from the legal opinions in the second e-mail, the only question
is the estoppel issue. Since it was approved under the COVID Executive Order,
this potentially trumps the Zoning issues. This is the case even though the
COVID order technically applies only to Outdoor Dining; however, the Zoning
issues are critical as they will define the limits of what can be done once
COVID is over.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
Ben
While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning
perspective that may cause an issue with this. I am concerned that these
issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory
to other activities at the barn. The difference now is that the outdoor
performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter.
Specifically, I need to review the site plan to understand where everything is
situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that
outdoor concerts are a permitted use, even in the CA or CB zones. The
reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and
CB zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that
must be considered. Regardless, most of what COVID discusses is related to
restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it too.

It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not
made a decision on this and likely will not make a decision on this until the
board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
Hi Tony and David,
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair
discussion and I think the points that the both of you and the rest of the
commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points Iâ€™d like to highlight
that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed
threshold at the property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio
exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the moving forward with this, I
performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and to
minimize noise impact to the community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is
an indoor/outdoor agri-tourism farm and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm,
that integrates an agri-tourism component to maintain a sustainable farmland
operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the infrastructure
at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that
area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked
together appropriately.Â Please note I disclosed this plan during a public
selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO),
TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale
Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our
health and safety protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Ex
ecutive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities. In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19
in commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to
operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my

executive orders or any order issued by an executive agency or municipal
official pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness emergency
declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited to any rules or
guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community Development for
operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of Connecticut
General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or
regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws
and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and
modified, as enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter
provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor
Activities is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following
documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or
architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil
erosion and sediment control plan; photometric lighting plan; or stormwater
management plan; provided that the applicant has submitted, at a minimum, a
drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and depicting with
reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is
proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative
(with or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste
management, odor, light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same
and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence,
the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional
and more detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to
protect public health, safety and the environment, in order to complete an
application, taking into account the need for expedited review of such
applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the
Local Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions
consistent with any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive
orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any complete
application for Outdoor Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such
decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail) by
the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application, or
(ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials
required pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local
Enforcement Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time
period shall be deemed to be an approval of the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement
Official approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor
Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision,
within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including, but not limited
to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the planning and zoning commission or
to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the
townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission, provided that any
Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is suspended.
Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to submit
a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity,
impose fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist
order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor

Activities to take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a
principal use, or to take place only in certain yards, shall be modified to
allow Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot, zoning lot, street
face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written permission from the
owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed
to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor
Activities must include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning
district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted
during the state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is
suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to
the extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for
Outdoor Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected or be
due and owed to the State or to any municipality for the duration of the
emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC
performance on the farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Monday, September 14, 2020 10:52:40 PM
Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
doc07068720200910095804.pdf
south farms.pdf

Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.

----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.Â From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.Â So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.Â

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.Â
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.Â Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

Â
AttachedÂ is the application Ben filled out.Â The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.Â He has itÂ all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
Â
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.Â That isÂ why theÂ
presentation and the application is attached.Â Please let me know whereÂ we
stand.
Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:Â "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Â Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:Â Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
ÂÂ
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.Ã‚Â The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.Ã‚Â While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.Ã‚Â We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.Ã‚Â However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.Ã‚Â As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÃ‚Â 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Ã‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Ã‚Â If you have received this

message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.Ã‚Â Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
Ã‚Â
Thank you for the information.Ã‚Â I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.Ã‚Â It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.Ã‚Â With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by BenÃ‚Â PaletskyÃ‚Â is ideal for this.
Ã‚Â
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.Ã‚Â I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.Ã‚Â Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
Ã‚Â
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is usedÃ‚Â for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.Ã‚Â Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.Ã‚Â As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
Ã‚Â
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.Ã‚Â He has an
impressive line of events.Ã‚Â Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.Ã‚Â IÃ‚Â will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.Ã‚Â
I do not have a site plan.Ã‚Â Ã‚Â Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
Ã‚Â
We will meet on the 14th.Ã‚Â IÃ‚Â willÃ‚Â present everything to the board at
that time.Ã‚Â Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.Ã‚Â The
only concern I have left isÃ‚Â estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,Ã‚Â except theÃ‚Â zoning board
itselfÃ‚Â to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Ã‚Â Ã‚Â
From:Ã‚Â Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:Ã‚Â "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Ã‚Â Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:Ã‚Â Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ã‚Â Ã‚Â
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and

musical productions.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÃƒâ€šÃ‚Â 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â They added a stage for this purpose.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan

review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Regardless, how do you interpret this line?Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 10:35:50 PM
doc07068720200910095804.pdf
south farms.pdf
Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
Morris P+Z - Special Meeting - 20200916 at 7PM.docx

Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.

I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our

back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
southFARMS Meeting
Monday, September 14, 2020 9:58:59 PM

Steve
We didn't hold a meeting tonight. While we did have 16 people on the call at one point, the agenda didn't have the
time. As a result, it was recommended that we not hold the meeting.
In a way, leaving the time off of the agenda was a good thing. It allowed us to assess the temperature. This will
allow us time to assemble a plan for the meeting.
It will be held via Zoom. We plan to request that people use the "Raise Hand" feature of Zoom. It should provide
some order in recognizing people. I expect that we will have 10-20 attendees.
Since this is not a public hearing, if things get out of hand, we can mute everyone. This is a route I don't want to
take. Regardless, we can mute people and unmute them as needed for order.
This also leads to some questions. Are there any documented rules from the state on holding Zoom meetings? If so,
please send that along. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please let us know.
The major bone of contention is the noise. Is there a website that has the State regulations on noise? That is what I
understand that Torrington Area Health relies on.
Dave
P. S. Eileen Narbutas is Vice-Chairman. I have copied her so she is in the loop. She is setting up the documentation
on Zoom and the "Raise Hand" feature. We plan to add that to the agenda.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: FW: Audio report for South Farms
Monday, September 14, 2020 8:55:40 PM
Audio Analysis Report for South Farms.pdf

All
Here is information on the efforts to manage noise.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>, Tom Weik <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 12:52:41 -0400
Subject: FW: Audio report for South Farms
  

FYI â€“ just letting you know weâ€™re making efforts to continually dialing things in.
-B

From: Tyler Clapp <tyler0630@gmail.com>
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 6:33 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <Bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Carl Acampora
<production@collegestreetmusichall.com>, Don Gamsjager <don@dnrlabs.com>
Subject: Audio report for South Farms
Hi Gents,
Attached is my audio analysis report from the other night at South Farms, as requested by Ben and
Carl. As it explains in the report, this information was taken from only one nights event, so further
analysis would help refine any further recommendations.
Take care,
-Tyler
-Tyler Clapp
Audio Engineer/ Production Technician
Cell: 1860-967-1685
Email: Tyler0630@gmail.com

09/13/2020

Audio Reinforcement and Acoustical Report
South Farms, Morris, Connecticut
Compiled by Tyler Clapp
Prior to the evening show at South Farms on 9/11/2020, I was asked to come to the
venue to help mitigate some acoustical issues and noise complaints from neighbors. This
report will show what I did to help reduce and correct these issues. The report will also list
some recommendations to further help resolve these issues for future events.
The major problem I was told about was that neighbors were complaining about hearing
low end (bass) frequencies inside and outside their homes while a band was playing. Primarily
these issues would be caused by the sound of bass drums and bass guitars. The first thing we
did to correct this issue was to add another pair of subwoofers to the system and to put them
in a cardioid setup. To do this you take one set of subwoofers and physically stack them in
reverse of the other subwoofers and to apply some digital processing and reverse the phase of
the signal to create a cancellation in the rear of the stage. With this setup, there should be
approximately a 30% rejection to the rear of the stage, whereas there was no rejection
beforehand since bass frequencies are essentially omnidirectional. With this accomplished just
before the doors opened for the show, it seemed to work well once the show began. The
monitor engineer at the venue that night said it also made the stage quieter. This will also help
to control noise issues because the stage will be much quieter and therefore easier for the band
to hear the stage monitors and not need those monitors turned up as loud. As the concert was
going on, I then took a ride with the Farm owner to listen to some of the trouble spots around
the perimeter of the property to see if any of the noise leakage had been corrected. From the
4-5 spots we checked, this correction seemed to resolve most of the trouble spots, about 95%,
with any residual noise being heard at insignificant levels.
There was one neighbor’s house to the rear, far stage left of the venue property where
there were still issues with both low and high end frequencies. I took a few measurements
from the property to see what frequencies were causing the most issues (see below the
measurements and an average).

1

2

3

Once I took these measurements, we talked with the home owner and he said it was mostly the
low end frequencies that were bothering him. To help further mitigate this issue, once back on
site and with the concert having ended, I notched out some of the low end frequencies from
the subwoofers that were causing the highest responses from my measurements (see below).
The frequencies creating the most issues were, 36Hz, 61 Hz, and 102Hz, and they were notched
out on the equalizer. As stated before, this was done once the concert had ended so further
analysis should be done to make sure we didn’t take too much of those frequencies out and
affect the frequency response of the pa system for the audience.

4

Some recommendations to help further reduce any noise issues would be to get the
outfill (Lacoustics Arc) speakers up higher, such as placing them on top of a single section of 6
foot or 8 foot tall scaffolding. By doing this, we shouldn’t have to drive them as loud to get the
desired affect we need for coverage. Also by getting them higher up, you are not trying to
shoot sound upwards, and by being higher may even need to point them down slightly and this
will reduce any noise leaking out over the crest of the hill. The best recommendation I can give
is to implement a db volume limit. By doing this, it will not only give the audience a more
pleasurable experience, but will also reduce any hearing damage to anyone in the audience or
band. By setting a volume limit in the front of house mix area, it will also force the band on
stage to be quieter (such as turning down guitar amplifiers etc) because the louder a stage is,
the louder the FOH engineer has to mix to get a good mix over the stage volume. After talking
to the house audio engineer, we would recommend a db limit of 95db A weighted, with a peak
of 98db A, sustained for no longer than 10 minutes. This will keep the volume down and help
with noise complaints from neighbors. This can be kept track of by either a simple handheld
SPL meter, monitored by the house audio engineer, or a more accurate way by using a
measurement and analysis computer software such as Rational Acoustics SMAART with a
measurement microphone (this would be my preferred method).

5

Further analysis should be done while shows are happening to get an even more
complete idea of any other issues. The recommendation on the db limit may need to be
adjusted once more analysis is done on site to get a more accurate limit.

6

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
Planning & Zoning
BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 3:58:45 PM

PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Sunday, September 13, 2020 6:56:15 PM

Board Members
Here is Ben's response. I am going to forward this to Steve.  Any feedback that arrives will be forwarded to
everyone.  I will also let Ben that is happening and that we will discuss it further at the meeting on Monday.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 14:33:13 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dave,

Thanks for sending this over.Â I reviewed the included documents.
Stevenâ€™s full assessment in this situation is simply incorrect.Â The primary heading of Section 2
clearly applies broadly to outdoor activities of commercial business, with the intention of enabling
impacted businesses to operate with the requirement that they adhere to public health and safety
guidelines, which we do.Â I agree with Stevenâ€™s comment that EO7MM Section 2A and 2B applies
to dining, but I am not citing those paragraphs as enabling language for our application.Â Note the
absence of any mention regarding dining of EO7MM Section 2.Â As cited:
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for Outdoor Activities.
In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in commercial establishments while
allowing commercial establishments to operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and
complies with my executive orders or any order issued by an executive agency or municipal official
pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including
but not limited to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of Connecticut General
Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section 22a-27j, or any special act, municipal
charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal
laws and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as
enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:

EO7MM Section 2C addresses zoning parking requirements:
c. Minimum Parking Lifted to Facilitate Outdoor Activities. Any Covered Law requiring a minimum
number of parking spaces or prohibiting Outdoor Activities from taking place in parking lots is
suspended to the extent required to permit such Outdoor Activities alone or in conjunction with
any other authorized activity, including any activity required to enable the response to the COVID19 pandemic.
Any Covered Law prohibiting Outdoor Activities from taking place in on-street parking spaces is

modified to allow the Local Enforcement Official to permit this activity, consistent with the
requirements of this Order.

EO7MM Section 2D is addressed in the accompanying package that was submitted:
d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities is suspended to
the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer,
landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion
and sediment control plan; photometric lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that
the applicant has submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned
and depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is
proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with or without
accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor, light pollution, and
environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding
the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional
and more detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health,
safety and the environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.

EO7MM Section 2E captures that the ZEO followed the proper protocol in accordance with the
executive order language.Â It also notes that the timeframe forÂ appeals has past, which defaults to a
zoning approval.
e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local Enforcement
Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with any executive orders or
rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any
complete application for Outdoor Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such decision (including,
but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the
complete application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials required
pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local Enforcement Official to act pursuant to
the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an approval of the
application.

EO7MM Section 2F captures that the ZEO declined the permit, the applicant could appeal. Â This does
not apply.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official approves
with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the
applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including,
but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the planning and zoning commission or to
the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the townâ€™s legislative
body, to the planning commission, provided that any Covered Law that would require a public
hearing for such appeal is suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an
individualâ€™s right to submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a
municipal authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose

fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.
EO7MM Section 2G enables the use of this shared and adjacent site for this commercial outdoor
activity and enables the ZEO with authority.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to take
place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take place only in
certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot,
zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written permission from the
owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed to take place
is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further provided that any nearby lot,
zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must include a commercial use or be
located in a commercial zoning district.

EO7MM Section 2K states that I should be issued a refund for my application fee. If protocol allows, I
would like any returned fees to beÂ donated to the Morris FireÂ Company.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the extent they
impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor Activities, and no fees for
such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to the State or to any municipality for
the duration of the emergency.

Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

ï»¿On 9/13/20, 10:10 AM, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Ben
Â Â Â Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor event use.Â We
can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during our meeting on Monday September 14th
at 7 PM.

Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------Â Â Â From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>, Katie Nack
<katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>, Del Knox
<delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>,
Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Â Â Â Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Â Â Â Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Planners and Zoners
Â Â Â Please review the forwarded message.Â This is the e-mail exchange between Steve Byrne and
me regarding southFARMS.Â Additionally, the application, a presentation that summarizes Ben's
operation and the Executive Order Steve is discussing.
Â Â Â Please review the attached documents.Â Ben will likely attend.Â We can discuss the proper
course of action based on what has been provided.
Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed.Â Additionally, I will be
forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
Â Â Â ----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ

From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Â Â Â We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.Ã‚Â From the attached application and
presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony and he approved it.Ã‚Â So,
my first impression is that estoppel would apply here.

Â Â Â That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency [executive]
orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February of 2021.

Â Â Â If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the Commission to
address some of the complaints and also consider what application would be needed.Ã‚Â

Â Â Â My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.Ã‚Â Thus, an
amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃ‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Ã‚Â If the reader of
this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or
copying is strictly prohibited.Ã‚Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail
and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply
e-mail to the sender of this message.Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â AttachedÃ‚ is the application Ben filled out.Ã‚Â The presentation that summarizes his use and
its location on the property is also attached.Ã‚Â He has itÃ‚ all set up in the residential district because
he can't fit it in the CB Zone and implement social distancing.
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.Ã‚Â That isÃ‚ why theÃ‚ presentation and
the application is attached.Ã‚Â Please let me know whereÃ‚ we stand.
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Â Â Â Ã‚ Ã‚

Â Â Â Â From:Ã‚ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
Â Â Â To:Ã‚ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â Date:Ã‚ Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Â Â Â Subject:Ã‚ Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Ã‚ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Thanks for the information Dave.

Â Â Â Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The language in the order expressly limits it
to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods - nothing about concerts or outdoor
events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he leaves out the sections that state, this making it
look like the order applies to any outdoor activity.

Â Â Â That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â We need to know exactly what
was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â However, since any claimed approval is
tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.

Â Â Â A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of activities taking place
there in addition to the farm.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â As Ben claims, it is pretty unique.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination
or copying is strictly prohibited.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this
e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending
a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Thank you for the information.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I wanted to be 100% sure on what the situation
is.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD application.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â With 92
acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road owned by BenÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ PaletskyÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ is ideal for
this.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not the CB
zone.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that included outdoor concerts
or comedy events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Therefore, there aren't any backdoors there.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is usedÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the even.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Some
of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are unrelated to any activity at the
barn.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â As a result, it isn't even a matter of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify
him under COVID.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â He has an impressive
line of events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other than Tony assuming he would
fall in under COVID.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â IÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ will also forward my communications with him and one other
citizen so you have a complete record.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I do not have a site plan.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
Assuming there is one, I will forward it when Tony sends it to me.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â We will meet on the 14th.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â IÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ willÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ present everything to the board at
that time.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the record that raises
issues either in favor or against the application.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The only concern I have left isÃƒâ‰ Ã‚
estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben states that he has gone through everyone in
town,Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ except theÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ zoning board itselfÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ to get approval.
Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â From:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
Â Â Â To:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â Date:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Â Â Â Subject:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Dave

Â Â Â I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The term
'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and musical productions.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical productions are not permitted.

Â Â Â As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic, I don't
know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to outdoor concerts/events.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor events, which are in addition to
and do not preempt local zoning controls.

Â Â Â As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from TAHD.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â However, noise
complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by relying on State regulations.

Â Â Â Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise except that noise
must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use,
distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If you have
received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your
system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this
message.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â They added a stage for this purpose.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â He
already has a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan review.
Â Â Â There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that
reads:
Â Â Â Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.

Â Â Â It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â It potentially
leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be outdoors.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
Regardless, how do you interpret this line?ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Additionally, do the COVID
regulations play any role in this?
Â Â Â One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on noise.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
What authority do they refer to on this?
Â Â Â Dave
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All
Here is the e-mail exchange with Kevin DeRohen.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:27:30 -0400
Subject: re: Fwd: Questions
  

Kevin

Thank you for your inquiry. This is an important matter for the board. We are looking into it.
A final decsion has not been made. We meet again on the 14th. In the meantime I am gathering information on
the matter.     
Here are answers to your questions:
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
There was a plan for the stage that was submitted to Planning and Zoning. It was approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer (ZEO) `based on the new COVID regulations; however, there are other aspects of this that the
board will be looking into.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
The COVID regulations don't require a formal hearing.  Therefore, one was not held. It is not yet clear whether a
public hearing would be required should this have been done during normal times.
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
The COVID regulations impose a restriction that anything approved under these rules is not allowed to become an
established permitted use when the Executive Order expires. Beyond that, the only restrictions would be the town
ordinance on noise.
The town ordinance and state regulations are the only rules that apply to noise. The Torrington Area Health
Department no longer provides guidance on the matter of noise. That was the basis for the rules established
for the The Barn.
The town ordinance is something southFARMS appears to be adhering too. The ordinance allows the noise to
continue until 11 PM I have paid attention to the hours of the performance as I can't help but hear the shows when
I open my windows. In every case, they event has ended between 9 PM and 10 PM, generally shortly after 9 PM.
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
The plan did not come before the board. It will be on our agenda for our meeting on the 14th.

5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?
The property in question is a 92-acre parcel on 21 Higbie Road. It is largely in the CB commercial zone. The CB
zone is the most intensive commercial district in Morris. The commercial district runs about 1500 feet south of 109
to a stone wall that runs east-west perpendicular to Route 63.  On the property on the southwest corner of the
intersection of 109 and 63 is a nursery, which has a commercial site plan approved. The barn and adjoining
property have an approved commercial use.
Irrespective of whether a farm is a commercial use by nature, farming has changed a lot recently. We have a farm
that is a rod and gun club. There are farm breweries and wineries all over the place. The property at 21 Higbie
Road has its own unique take on farming, which we will continue to explore when we review the current use.
Thank you for your input on this. I understand that the sound does intrude on things, especially on a weekend
evening. Right now, things are targeted for our next meeting on 9/14. If anything changes, we will let you know.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 2 Sep 2020 13:02:12 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Fwd: Questions
  

---------- Original Message ---------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: P&Z@townofmorrisct.com
Date: September 2, 2020 at 11:15 AM
Subject: Questions
Good morning,
As I will not be able to participate in tonight's Zoom meeting, I would like to
submit the following questions via e-mail.
These questions concern the new Events Facility at South Farms.
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in
any of the agendas.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on
"The Barn"} for live music
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and
will be taxed as "commercial"?
Over the last 8 months I have paid very little attention to the goings on in
the Town of Morris, as it really will not change the way things are handled. I

limit my concerns to what effects only my family and my property. I live at
212 Watertown Rd, and this directly effects both, The noise coming from this
venue is ridiculous. I cannot have my windows open and even with them
closed the noise overtakes everything inside my house. I can only imagine
the homes closer than us. There are several "events" scheduled every
month, this leaves my family no time to sit out and enjoy our property, let
alone the detrimental effect it will have on trying to sell it.
I am trying to work with P+Z to get answers to these questions, but will be
reaching out for legal advise and possibly moving in another direction if a
solution or explanation can't be supplied.
Thank you,
Kevin DeRoehn
212 Watertown Rd
Morris Ct. 06763
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Morris Planning and Zoning
Here is an e-mail conversation with Ben Paletsky regarding southFARMS.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
  

Ben

While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning perspective that may cause an issue with
this. I am concerned that these issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory to other activities at the barn. The
difference now is that the outdoor performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter. Specifically, I need to review the site plan
to understand where everything is situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that outdoor concerts are a permitted use,
even in the CA or CB zones. The reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and
CB zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that must be considered.
Regardless, most of what COVID discusses is related to restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it
too.
It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not made a decision on this and likely will
not make a decision on this until the board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
  

Hi Tony and David,

I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the
points that the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points
Iâ€™d like to highlight that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â

Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the
property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the
moving forward with this, I performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and
to minimize noise impact to the community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor agritourism farm and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism component
to maintain a sustainable farmland operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the
infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Â
Please note I disclosed this plan during a public selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this
plan with P&Z (ZEO), TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale
Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our health and safety
protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-ExecutiveOrders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities. In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in
commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to operate in a
manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive orders or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health
and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited
to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of
Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that
conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws and regulations being,
collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as enumerated
below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities

is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans
stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking
plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan; photometric
lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has
submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and
depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and
what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with
or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor,
light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts
will be managed. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement
Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more detailed information that
he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the
environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local
Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with
any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending
the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor Activities, and
shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or
certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application,
or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials required pursuant
to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local Enforcement Official to act pursuant
to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an approval of
the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official
approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant
to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice
of the decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the
planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the
zoning commission is the townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission,
provided that any Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is
suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose
fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to
take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take
place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on

any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written
permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity
is proposed to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must
include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted during the
state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the
extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor
Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to the
State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that would
be helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun
club will be measurably louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional questions, I would be
happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on the
farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: South Farms
Thursday, September 10, 2020 9:19:26 PM

Jeton
Thank you
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 9 Sep 2020 10:12:25 -0400
Subject: RE: South Farms
  

Hey
Â
Thank You for clarifying this information. Also I think where the music takes place is on is actually 54
Watertown Rd. I will send the files he provided me.
Â
Thank You
Â
From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2020 9:31 AM
To: Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
Subject: re: South Farms

Â

Jeton
Â
Operating as an outdoor entertainment facility is not consideredÂ a customary accessory use.Â Things like wineries
and farm breweries do require zoning approval.Â They alsoÂ require a liquor license.Â The permitting functions still
are necessary for these uses too.Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To:Â dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date:Â Wed, 9 Sep 2020 09:15:59 -0400
Subject:Â South Farms
ÂÂ

I have a quick question. I was wondering under the CB regulations it does say under permitted uses
Ã¢â‚¬Å“Farm use and related activitiesÃ¢â‚¬ . Does that matter in this case. You have mentioned
numerous times how farms have changed recently. So how broad can this be used?
Ã‚Â
Thank You, Tony

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
re: South Farms
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 9:30:26 AM

Jeton
Operating as an outdoor entertainment facility is not considered a customary accessory use. Things like wineries
and farm breweries do require zoning approval. They also require a liquor license. The permitting functions still
are necessary for these uses too.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 9 Sep 2020 09:15:59 -0400
Subject: South Farms
  

I have a quick question. I was wondering under the CB regulations it does say under permitted uses
â€œFarm use and related activitiesâ€ . Does that matter in this case. You have mentioned numerous
times how farms have changed recently. So how broad can this be used?
Â
Thank You, Tony

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
re: South Farms
Tuesday, September 08, 2020 9:45:45 AM

Jeton
Please look up whether there is more than one parcel associated with the property between Higbie Road and
Route 63. My recollection is that there is one 92 acre parcel there. There are other lots like Babush's house and
the property the Ajazi's rent to John Murray; however, most of those lots are not owned by Ben.
The decision is up to the board; however, the board's decision has to be based on whether the application meets
or fails to meet the zoning regulations. The only other consideration would be whether the input from town
officials and the initial approval amounts to estoppel. Estoppel is when a town official says it is okay to do and the
person goes ahead and does it on that basis. If that applies, it might be a justification for some consideration to let
him continue the use through the fall as he makes a PDD application.
Regarding his prior outdoor concerts, he had a primary use. Music with live performances could be an accessory
use to a wedding and other private parties.  He clearly not doing it as an accessory use. It is becoming the primary
use and hence the issue.
As for your actions, Ben is well organized. He went to various town boards and had his ducks in a row. Despite
that, do we have a map of how the use falls on the properly? I know with COVID much of the standard
requirements are waived, which puts you and the board in precarious situations. I chalk it up to learning a lesson.
Whatever you approve in the future, make sure there is documentation. With COVID, all else failing, walk the
property with the applicant to have them show you what they are doing and where they are doing it. Don't be
afraid to reach out to us when you are not sure. All of the ZEOs who did the job well were willing to consult with
the board when they weren't sure.
Also note that knowledge of the town makes a difference. With 30+ years in town, about 30 years on zoning and
having done the section on large properties in the Natural Resources Inventory, I have a better knowledge of that
property than most people. Seeing how he was doing things, coupled with that knowledge led me to believe that
there might be an issue. That is an instinct I have that you will learn over time.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2020 08:41:28 -0400
Subject: South Farms
  

Hey Dave,
Â
Ya I think it may be on one of the parcels and is under Watertown Rd. I may have erred under the
impression because of the pandemic he may have been allowed to do this, but beside the point I am
sure we can do something and leave it up to the board to decide.Â Also hypothetically speaking could
the board decide due to the pandemic we will allow this or is this something that due to the rules we
have in this zone that he has to stop? Second how has he been doing concerts before the pandemic if
those are not allowed in this zone according to Steve Byrne. I think it needs an extensive overview or
we need to look into the history of the farm and all the parcels attached to it to figure it out. Third is
this something that we need to look at in our regulations to eventually adjust to the times and the
many uses farms have available to them. Also I feel like Ben will work with us to figure all these things
out. This is a rough time for businesses that do large gatherings whether indoors and outdoors and this
pandemic provides us with some changes we can make for future emergencies.

Â
Thank You, Tony!
Â
Â

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 07, 2020 11:07:02 PM
~gmD003.png
image004(18).png
image006(10).png

Tony
Thank you for responding. I hadn't gotten far enough back in my e-mails until now. Having taken a ride around
the property during Saturday's concert, I get the impression that the stage and the audience may be in the
residential district. Regardless, I will hold off on considering that the case until we have the map.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 4 Sep 2020 08:48:38 -0400
Subject: RE: Planning and Zoning
  

I have been looking for the file, but have not found it yet. 1. The stage is new, but it gets rolled away
when there is not an event in progress. 2. It only is there during events. It is located across and closer
to Watertown Rd. I am not sure where the audience is, but we can ask Ben that I believe. I know there
audience is on the hill and the stage is facing them. The cars park where they normally have during
other events he has done. Also it is better if you ask him for the exact answers to these. Maybe also we
should forward what Ben said to Steve to see what he has to say. I also think seeing what Kevin
DeRoehn has said we should potentially send him Bens email as well. That is pretty explanatory and if
the COVID-19 pandemic emergency powers are correct I do not think I do not think I did anything
wrong. I think Steve will be the best source of information. We can still invite Ben for the 14th meeting
to see what else he can provide.
Â
Â
Â
From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2020 11:24 PM
To: Jeton Adili
Cc: Planning & Zoning
Subject: FWD: Planning and Zoning

Â

Jeton
Â
It looks like your approach that this is covered by COVID may be correct.Â Regardless, IÂ needÂ to be able
toÂ answer KevinÂ DeRoehn's questions.Â At this point, I do not have all the information needed to answer him.
Â
ForÂ starters,Â there are the following questions:
Â
1. Is there a new stage?
2. Is this stage a permanent structure?
3. Where on the property is the stage located?Â Specifically, is it in the CB zone or in theÂ residentialÂ zone?
4. WhereÂ is the audience situated?Â Again, the keyÂ question is whether they are in the CBÂ zone or the
residential zone?
5. WhereÂ are the cars parking?Â Based on the traffic flow on Higbie Road, it appears toÂ me like they are in the
residential zone.Â Is this correct?
Â

Â
To date, all of the commercial activity has been in the CB zone.Â I am concerned that the use is spilling over into
the residential zone.Â While I would love to have the use available in town now and in the future, I have concerns
that it breaks zoning rules.Â
Â
While it probablyÂ is possible, does it really fit in the CB zone?Â If not, is this legal, even with COVID?Â It is
oneÂ thing to lose parking spaces to add outdoor dining tablesÂ and seats.Â It is another thing to have a
commercial use spill over into the residential zone.
Â
Ben's e-mail also requires a response.Â Can you eitherÂ answer the questions above or getÂ me a copy of his
application and site plan.Â That way I can respond properly.Â
Â
Alternatively, where in the office is the file on southFARMS? If it is in the office and I can get in the office, then that
probably would do the trick.Â If it is easier,Â feel free to respond via text message.Â I just don't want to bother
you at this hour of the night via a text message.Â Additionally, I have too much to say about it for a text message.
Â
Dave
Â
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To:Â <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Â Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject:Â Planning and Zoning
ÂÂ

Hi Tony and David,
Â
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Ã‚Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the
points that the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Ã‚Â Here are a few
points IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢d like to highlight that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is
compliant.Ã‚Â
Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the
property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Ã‚Â Prior to
the moving forward with this, I performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy
and to minimize noise impact to the community.
Â
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Ã‚Â
Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Ã‚Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor
agri-tourism farm and event facility. WeÃ¢â‚¬â„¢re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism
component to maintain a sustainable farmland operation.Ã‚Â Please note that the intentional
positioning of the infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of
that area.
Â
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Ã‚Â

Please note I disclosed this plan during a public selectmanÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s meeting on 7/7.Ã‚Â Also, I
reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO), TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire
Company, LVA, Yale Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s DECD as our
health and safety protocols are second to none.Ã‚Â
Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Ã‚Â
Â

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-ExecutiveOrders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
Â
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities.Â In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in
commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to operate in a
manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive ordersÂ or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health
and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited
to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of
Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 andÂ Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that
conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws and regulations being,
collectively, the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Covered LawsÃ¢â‚¬ ), is suspended and modified, as enumerated
below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
Â
2d. Application Process.Â Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities
is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans
stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking
plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan; photometric
lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has
submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and
depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and
what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with
or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor,
light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts
will be managed.Â Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement
Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more detailed information that
he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the
environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.
Â
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law,Â the Local

Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with
any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending
the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor Activities, and
shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or
certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receiptÂ of the complete
application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials
required pursuant to the previous paragraph.Â Any failure of the Local Enforcement
Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be
deemed to be an approval of the application.
Â
f. Appeals.Â Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if aÂ Local Enforcement Official
approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant
to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice
of the decisionÂ (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the
planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the
zoning commission is the townÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s legislative body, to the planning commission,
provided that any Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is
suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose
fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.Â
Â
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces.Â Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to
take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take
place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on
any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written
permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity
is proposed to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement OfficialÂ and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must
include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
Â
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that wouldÂ provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted during the
state of emergencyÂ pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is suspended.Â
Â
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees.Â The Covered Laws are suspended to the
extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor
Activities, andÂ no fees for such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to
the State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.
Â
Â

Â
I saw the questions in KevinÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s email.Ã‚Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that
would be helpful.Ã‚Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at
the gun club will be measurably louder than anything we produce.Ã‚Â I spent the due diligence to
ensure my operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Ã‚Â If you have additional questions, I
would be happy to address them.Ã‚Â
Â
Also, IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on
the farm?
Â
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
Â
General Manager
Â

office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768

Â
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

Â

Â

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:55:38 PM

Steve
This is the communication with Ben Paletsky. He is southFARMS.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
Ben
While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning perspective that may cause an issue with
this. I am concerned that these issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory to other activities at the barn. The
difference now is that the outdoor performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter. Specifically, I need to review the site plan to
understand where everything is situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that outdoor concerts are a permitted use, even
in the CA or CB zones. The reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and CB
zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that must be considered. Regardless,
most of what COVID discusses is related to restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it too.
It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not made a decision on this and likely will
not make a decision on this until the board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
Hi Tony and David,
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the points that
the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points Iâ€™d like to highlight

that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the property borders,
and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the moving forward with this, I
performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and to minimize noise impact to the
community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor agri-tourism farm
and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism component to maintain a sustainable
farmland operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled
allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Â Please note I
disclosed this plan during a public selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO),
TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale Public Health, a state Senator,
and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our health and safety protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-OrderNo-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for Outdoor Activities. In order to
prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in commercial establishments while allowing commercial
establishments to operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive orders or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness
emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited to any rules or guidelines issued by the
Department of Economic and Community Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any
provision of Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section 22a-27j, or any
special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and
municipal laws and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as
enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities is suspended to the extent
that it requires any of the following documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or
architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan;
photometric lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has submitted, at a
minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and depicting with reasonable accuracy the
outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and
a narrative (with or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor, light
pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding
the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more
detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the environment,
in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for expedited review of such applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local Enforcement Official shall
review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to
executive orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor
Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified
mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual

receipt of any additional materials required pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local
Enforcement Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an
approval of the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official approves with conditions or
rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision,
within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to
the planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the
townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission, provided that any Covered Law that would require a public
hearing for such appeal is suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal authority to enforce conditions
associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and
desist order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to take place on the same lot,
zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow
Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that
written permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed to take
place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street
face used for Outdoor Activities must include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide nonconforming use or structure rights
to any activity or structure permitted during the state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is
suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the extent they impose fees for
applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected
or be due and owed to the State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that would be
helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be
measurably louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my operation meets and exceeds
regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional questions, I would be happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on the farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Fwd: Questions
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:52:36 PM

Steve
This is the complaint from Kevin DeRoehn.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:27:30 -0400
Subject: re: Fwd: Questions
Kevin
Thank you for your inquiry. This is an important matter for the board. We are looking into it.
A final decsion has not been made. We meet again on the 14th. In the meantime I am gathering information on the
matter.    
Here are answers to your questions:
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
There was a plan for the stage that was submitted to Planning and Zoning. It was approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer (ZEO) `based on the new COVID regulations; however, there are other aspects of this that the
board will be looking into.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
The COVID regulations don't require a formal hearing. Therefore, one was not held. It is not yet clear whether a
public hearing would be required should this have been done during normal times.
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
The COVID regulations impose a restriction that anything approved under these rules is not allowed to become an
established permitted use when the Executive Order expires. Beyond that, the only restrictions would be the town
ordinance on noise.
The town ordinance and state regulations are the only rules that apply to noise. The Torrington Area Health
Department no longer provides guidance on the matter of noise. That was the basis for the rules established for the
The Barn.
The town ordinance is something southFARMS appears to be adhering too. The ordinance allows the noise to
continue until 11 PM I have paid attention to the hours of the performance as I can't help but hear the shows when I
open my windows. In every case, they event has ended between 9 PM and 10 PM, generally shortly after 9 PM.

4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
The plan did not come before the board. It will be on our agenda for our meeting on the 14th.
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?
The property in question is a 92-acre parcel on 21 Higbie Road. It is largely in the CB commercial zone. The CB
zone is the most intensive commercial district in Morris. The commercial district runs about 1500 feet south of 109
to a stone wall that runs east-west perpendicular to Route 63. On the property on the southwest corner of the
intersection of 109 and 63 is a nursery, which has a commercial site plan approved. The barn and adjoining property
have an approved commercial use.
Irrespective of whether a farm is a commercial use by nature, farming has changed a lot recently. We have a farm
that is a rod and gun club. There are farm breweries and wineries all over the place. The property at 21 Higbie
Road has its own unique take on farming, which we will continue to explore when we review the current use.
Thank you for your input on this. I understand that the sound does intrude on things, especially on a weekend
evening. Right now, things are targeted for our next meeting on 9/14. If anything changes, we will let you know.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 2 Sep 2020 13:02:12 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Fwd: Questions

---------- Original Message ---------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: P&Z@townofmorrisct.com
Date: September 2, 2020 at 11:15 AM
Subject: Questions
Good morning,
As I will not be able to participate in tonight's Zoom meeting, I would like to submit the following questions via email.
These questions concern the new Events Facility at South Farms.
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?

Over the last 8 months I have paid very little attention to the goings on in the Town of Morris, as it really will not
change the way things are handled. I limit my concerns to what effects only my family and my property. I live at
212 Watertown Rd, and this directly effects both, The noise coming from this venue is ridiculous. I cannot have my
windows open and even with them closed the noise overtakes everything inside my house. I can only imagine the
homes closer than us. There are several "events" scheduled every month, this leaves my family no time to sit out and
enjoy our property, let alone the detrimental effect it will have on trying to sell it.
I am trying to work with P+Z to get answers to these questions, but will be reaching out for legal advise and
possibly moving in another direction if a solution or explanation can't be supplied.
Thank you,
Kevin DeRoehn
212 Watertown Rd
Morris Ct. 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:48:26 PM

Steve
Thank you for the information. I wanted to be 100% sure on what the situation is. It looks like the only way this
can be done is to do a PDD application. With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road owned by
Ben Paletsky is ideal for this.
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not the CB zone. I am not aware of any
pre-existing uses of the property that included outdoor concerts or comedy events. Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used for weddings and other events where
music is a customary use associated with the even. Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events
are unrelated to any activity at the barn. As a result, it isn't even a matter of moving his prior use outside, which
might qualify him under COVID.
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS. He has an impressive line of events. Unfortunately, he
did not talk to anyone other than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID. I will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record. I do not have a site plan.  
Assuming there is one, I will forward it when Tony sends it to me.
We will meet on the 14th. I will present everything to the board at that time. Please let me know whether there is
anything in the rest of the record that raises issues either in favor or against the application. The only concern I
have left is estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben states that he has gone through everyone in
town, except the zoning board itself to get approval.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject: Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dave

I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.Â The language you cite is
from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.Â The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures,
dramatic production and musical productions.Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic, I
don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to outdoor concerts/events.Â I
have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not
preempt local zoning controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from TAHD.Â Basically, it
eliminated its own noise regulations.Â However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD
which will enforce by relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise except that noise
must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor concerts.Â
They added a stage for this purpose.Â He already has a commercial use there; however, with
the new structure he needs a site plan review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that
reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.Â It potentially leaves wiggle room
for dramatic and musical productions to be outdoors.Â Regardless, how do you interpret this
line?Â Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?Â TAHD will accept complaints;
however, they have rescinded their prior rules on noise.Â What authority do they refer to on
this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 02, 2020 10:17:22 PM

Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor concerts. They added a stage for
this purpose. He already has a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection. It potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical
productions to be outdoors. Regardless, how do you interpret this line? Additionally, do the COVID regulations
play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days? TAHD will accept complaints; however, they have
rescinded their prior rules on noise. What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

patrickdisarro@gmail.com
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; selectmen@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms concerts making Morris residents "physically ill"
Wednesday, October 07, 2020 12:20:47 AM

Greetings Representatives of Morris,
Please forgive me for butting into your local business. Morris is a wonderful neighboring community
for which I have the highest respect. I just want to share my reaction and comment to this article…
https://www.rep-am.com/local/localnews/2020/10/06/south-farms-concerts-making-morrisresidents-physically-ill/
I don’t know any of the people involved in this conflict and I don’t doubt the discomfort of the
people complaining. I just want to share my reaction and thank you for allowing Sunday’s concert to
take place.
Respectfully,
Patrick DiSarro
Woodbury, CT

My Comment in the Rep-Am:
My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed The Lone Bellow concert Sunday night. It was completely
safe, almost to a fault. The concert was over by 8:00pm. The sound system was just loud
enough to fully enjoy the beautiful harmonies emanating from the stage. The motorcycles
passing by on Route 63 were louder than the amplifiers. It was a rare bright spot in the
pandemic to be able to enjoy a live performance from a group in their prime, hitting their
stride, releasing a wonderful album two weeks before the pandemic hit. They were SO
happy to be able to perform for us and we were equally happy to soak it up (I was the guy
in Grid 10E grinning and playing air guitar the entire time.) However, it was cold and these
concerts are temporary. Hopefully soon South Farms will be able to return to being a
prosperous wedding venue paying lots of Morris taxes and these performers will be able to
return to College Street Music Hall and other great venues. I have read previous articles in
the Rep-Am about residents complaints, so after the concert I pulled up Google Earth. I
can count on one hand the number of houses possibly negatively effected by these
concerts. I wish I owned one of these houses! Physically Ill?? I call BS! And maybe you
should dial back your Waterbury bashing a bit. These very few local residents need to suck
it up for another month so that thousands of spectators can enjoy this port in the storm of
COVID-19 and talented artists like The Lone Bellow can find outlets to perform, support
themselves and their work. God bless Ben Paletsky and Manic Productions! If you live
nearby, please hold your ears for another few weeks so those of us who are “physically ill”
from lack of live music and other trappings of normalcy can have a rare magical evening in
2020.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Concerts
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:34:54 PM

Lori
Thank you for the insight, it has been shared with the board.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 29 Sep 2020 19:08:06 -0400
Subject: Concerts
  

Dear Commission memebers,
Tonight Tuesday Sept29th finally some relief from the drought with nice steady rain and grateful
dead music piping through my closed windows and doors.
I finally realized how this approval from the ZEO and Tom and Erica fits under out door dining.
Makes alot of sense to me now..
Not sure but when I drove by from my long day at work and saw people on the wet muddy slope
w no cover during the rain, I went back to 1969.
No doubt this fits under out door dining.
Ridiculously funny.
Lori Lindenmuth
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Meeting
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:30:38 PM

Chuck
Thank you for this information. As with everything else, it will be shared with the board.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 29 Sep 2020 23:21:51 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Re: Meeting
  

David, there are people in litchfield that can hear this concert even with the rain muffling
it. Is the town going to do anything about this? The longer this goes on with no
answers or actions the worse it gets. Have you heard back from Steve Byrne
regarding cease and desist option. I suspect the number of people in town that are not
accepting this is growing daily... you are going to have to shut this down whether you
act now or later and there is no reason to wait if you make a condition of the cease and
desist that this ends in october. ...Chuck
On Tuesday, September 29, 2020, 06:53:41 AM EDT, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Chuck
The reason this meeting was not a good meeting to take public comment is that all public comments are to
be directed at the board. That is how public hearings are held too. We cannot hold a question and answer
session.
The best way would be to have people send questions before a meeting and the board can ask the
questions. I would have asked your questions; however, I did not receive them before the meeting. I am
not sure if I have received them since.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 27 Sep 2020 22:22:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

David,
Prior to your last zoom meeting in reference to South Farms, you had agreed to take my
questions and present them to Ben and others that would be present at the meeting. I had asked your
assistance since I was unavailable to attend the zoom meeting. During the zoning meeting when you had
asked the board for thier opinions, the second selectman Erica Dorsett interjected and told you there would
be no such questioning allowed. You accepted her request. Being that she is both best friends and a
champion of Ben and south farms ,and also the second selectman, the optics of this did not go over well for
many residents who heard the discussion. My question is if you are the commissioner of the zoning board
and have 30 years experience,why did you change your mind about opening the meeting up to questions
,obviously prior to the meeting your intent was to allow it. Thank you Chuck Aleksinas  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concert tonight at South farm
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:24:41 PM
video-1601425999.mp4

Jeton
For the record.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: renee normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>
TO:   "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 01:14:42 +0000 (UTC)
RE:   Concert tonight at South farm
Mr Wiig
For your listening pleasure. I am 1.5 miles from the stage and I can assure you this clip with the rain and cars in the
background you can not even begin to hear the true sound/volume that I can actually hear.It gets louder as the clip
goes on so please listen to the whole 48 seconds.This was early in the night first song I believe,with me simply
holding my phone out my front door.I know you will think this dosen't sound that bad...well it is..Enough Morris
enough, how is this allowed to happen.And the show continues as I type this .Also I have not heard back from Mr
Adili yet from my emailÂ 4-5 days ago.
Regards
Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Beth Aleksinas
Beth Aleksinas; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Noise
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:16:32 PM

Beth
Thank you for your e-mail. I understand your concerns. This will be shared with the board and become part of
the record on the matter.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Beth Aleksinas <getfit@morrismountainfitnesscenter.com>
To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 1 Oct 2020 00:37:19 +0000
Subject: Noise
  

Hello David, I have been reluctant to express how I feel about the noise at Ben Peletskys Venue.
But ...tonight, as a business owner, had to endure loud music that deeply impacted my ability to
conduct my work...I have spoken to Ben personally...I feel that is always the best approach. I
pleaded with him to turn the volume down. He offered Chuck and I tickets to one of his venues
and stated his hardship due to the Corona Virus. I pleaded him to turn his music down. I was
run off the road walking my dog today, past his venue. Had to jump into the grass to avoid a car
that nearly hit me and my dog. I too have been shut down due to the virus and I am trying to
conduct a business that serves my community. 75% of my business comes from my community.
Tonight I had to apologize for the noise coming thru my studio that was impacting and upsetting
my patrons. As they left the building the noise was so loud and embarrassing. I would like to
know what I need to do or say to have this amended...did you as a council agree upon this...this
is affected my life and affected my ability to conduct my business. Not only my business but my
personal life. As you know my primary residence is 17 Trotta Lane. The music is sooo loud that I
could sell tickets to sit on my lawn.. Morris must grow in order to bring new business and life to
our town. But if it deeply affects our ability our civil rights we need to rethink all of this. Please
let me know how you will all proceed in this matter. Thank you for your time...Beth
Beth Aleksinas
Owner
Morris Mountain Fitness Center
(860) 459-0797
getfit@morrismountainfitnesscenter.com

Let's Connect!
Website
Facebook
Join my mailing list!

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Noise
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:08:27 PM
Snapchat-827890067(1).mp4

Jeton
A copy for the record.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Sophia Voight <svoight03@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 21:12:19 -0400
Subject: Noise
  

Hi Mr. Wiig, I live on straits turnpike lane, about a mile from the south farms venue.Â Â The
noise from the last two concerts has given me a migraine, and is so loud there is nowhere in my
house that I can escape it.Â I've attached a recording of it from my bedroom window, tho it is
somewhat muted by the phone quality recording.Â This is an unacceptable standard of life in
town, and I sincerely hope something will be done about it.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Planning & Zoning; Jeton Adili
FWD: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:52:19 PM

Steve
As usual there are multiple interpretations of governmental actions. I understand and agree with your opinion. I
find it hard to get past the last three words in the title. Unless someone can pick out language in the document that
overtly contradicts the title; however, we don't have that in this message. Regardless, we will see what happens.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <BPALETSKY@YAHOO.COM>
To: "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>, Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>,
"1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2020 08:11:02 -0400
Subject: Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
David,
Please note for the record that my council as well as the Selectman in Litchfield disagrees with the interpretation
highlighted in red below.Â I understand you must defer to the guidance offered to the commission.Â The executive
order refers generally to all commercial â€œOutdoor Activitiesâ€ (as its essence is trying to enable all COVID
impacted business) and then expands that Outdoor Activities can also include Restaurants and Dining.Â I raise this
point because Iâ€™m concerned that the perception of how itâ€™s stated below implies my application was not
invalid or completed with deceitful intentions - that was not the case.Â I assume the final determination would need
to proceed through a process, where I would have the opportunity to appeal. I think we both agree that thatâ€™s a
moot pathway given the short timeframe, but I wanted to make my concern about the statement below clear.Â
Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 11:48 PM
To: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,

"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Lisa
Thank you for your input on the matter. This information will be shared with the board. It will become part of the
public matter.
As for the matter at hand, there are neighbors who feel that they cannot properly use their property when the events
are running. I do believe that their intentions as well as Ben's intentions are good. It is not a witch hunt.
It also needs to be understood that the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's lawyer has said that the
application should not have been approved in the first place. It was approved based on an executive order that is
meant to only be used to expand outdoor dining for establishments where the primary use is serving food. That is
not the case with southFARMS.
Additionally, the lawyer also said that Municipal Estoppel applies. Municipal Estoppel applies because approval
was granted and Ben naturally went ahead, invested in the business and made it operational. As a result, the town
would likely be liable for his financial investment.
Given the situation, the board decided that we didn't need to have a court make this determination. As a result, we
are allowing him to continue his use for the time being. Please note that the approval at the most extends for the
duration of the executive order. We are just trying to address of of the issues raised by the neighbors along the way.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky
<bpaletsky@yahoo.com>, "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2020 10:40:02 -0400
Subject: South Farms -Twilight Series

To whom it may concern;
IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and totally unwarranted, witch
hunt against South Farms; regarding the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Twilight SeriesÃ¢â‚¬Â .
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that the Paletsky Family, and
their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.Ã‚
BenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on supporting his
community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for generations. Ranging from farmers markets,
to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is
constantly thinking outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love that he has
shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and togetherness, during a we so desperately need it.
Not to mention Ben is yet again supporting the local economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns
need it the most.Ã‚ I would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I never once was
effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South Farms, and I was a stones throw away.Ã‚
I know that whenever the PaletskyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s have a new idea, they have the communityÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s best interest at
the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working together, instead of trying to tear it down. It
would be a travesty for these events to end.

Sincerely,Ã‚
L. Barker

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; buddy96; lindenmuthlori@gmail.com
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:09:57 PM

David,
As.part of the agenda tomorrow night;
I am requesting the all of Ben's previous approvals for SOUTH farms be read on the record.
(Not for his new business.) Bob Macintosh has them as he stated in the last meeting he had
reviewed all of them. We don't know why these are not being released to us, clearly from
tonight's meeting many have requested them.
Second, I am requesting the commission to tell the public exactly when do these concerts
actually end before he has to "reapply"?
Third, the commission needs to serve Bens new business a C&D order ASAP. Before he
schedules more concerts. Or builds more structures. This commission needs to help protect
this community from further suffering.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:42 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The

supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Diorio
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: South Farms
Monday, October 05, 2020 4:01:12 PM

To: Planning and Zoning,
I am resending this to you because my original email did not have your correct email.
Pat
---------- Original Message ---------From: Diorio <pdiorio2@optimum.net>
To: 1stselectman@townofmorris.com, wiig@optonline.net,
planningandzoning@townofmorris.com
Cc: bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Date: October 2, 2020 at 12:44 PM
Subject: South Farms
Dear Tommy,
As you know, we live in an in-law apartment at 69 Anderson Road that
borders Ben Paletsky's property.
We are writing to tell you that we whole heartedly support Ben's new
venture. We are so impressed that he has found a way to follow al the
Covid rules and provide a service that provides jobs and income for
himself, the town and town businesses.
We can hear the music from our back deck, but it is not loud or
bothersome.
We encourage you to work with Ben to assure neighbors are not
subjected to loud noise, if this is indeed happening, and allow him to
expand this business.
If you need to contact us, you can reach us at 860-567-3473.
Nick and Pat Diorio

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Monday, October 05, 2020 8:19:49 AM

Tony,
A person named Kathryn called and has questions about South Farms Concerts. Please call her back
this morning at 860-201-3913.
Thank you,
Tom
Thomas Weik
1st Selectman
Town of Morris
Morris,CT                                              

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Karen Brady
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Sunday, October 04, 2020 3:32:45 PM

Good Morning,
We wanted to write to the Town of Morris in support of the new music/event venue at South Farms.
We have been residents of Morris for over 20 years and are involved in a lot of different committees and town
activities. We have always tried to support new ventures and ideas that create jobs, revenue and fun for residents.
We know that there has been some controversy over the sound coming from the events at South Farms. We can even
hear some music from our house. We know that Ben Paletsky is aware and has been working with event staff to
regulate this.
To us, living in a small town means being part of a community. From our home we can hear the gunshots from Rod
and Gun Club, we can smell Popey’s grill and the fertilizer that’s put on the farm fields. We can hear the Concerts
on the Green, recess at JMS, the fire siren and church bells. We deal with traffic from the Bethlehem Fair and we
run to the Dollar General to get milk. We are also parents of three young adults and we support anything that is a
draw for young people to our area. In fact, we can’t wait to go ourselves.
We hope that the Town of Morris will support South Farms’ new venture and allow these events to continue.
Thank you,
Karen and Scott Brady
(and family)

-**Preparing all students for learning, living and
achieving.
**
Regional
School District No. 6 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth
groups.
The following people have been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the
non-discrimination policies:
Title IX – Contact
Debbie DeLisle
35 Wamogo
Road, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-361-9022
Section 504 Contact
Deb Foley
98
Wamogo Road, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-567-6642

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Diorio
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Friday, October 02, 2020 12:51:39 PM

Tommy,
We are writing to let you know that we support Ben Paletsky and his new venture.
Although our property borders Ben's, we are not disturbed by the music although we
can hear it when we sit on our back deck.
We feel the town should support Ben in this new venture. You all know how difficult it
is for small businesses at this point.
We believe these concerts are not only helping Ben but are creating jobs and bringing
business to the town and other town businesses.
Please work with Ben so the concerts can continue.
Nicole Diorio and Evelyn Riddick
69 Anderson Road

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Thursday, October 01, 2020 2:07:44 PM

Hi David,
I have this long standing memory of how disorganized a dept becomes when needing to find
papers in a situation like this.
BoB Macintosh stated in the meeting he reviewed all of Bens previous Approvals so maybe he
can lend a hand for easy access.
TIA
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:44 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.

Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:56:23 PM

Again I Thank you!!! Your responsiveness is very much appreciated.
This is time sensitive info I need, anything you can do to expedite my retrieval will also be
appreciated!!
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 6:44 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is
pertinent to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ----------

FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; buddy96
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:42:36 PM

Lori
That can be done. I don't have that paperwork handy. I will ask Tony to do this.
The current use has our attention. Your interest in the previous approval provided is understood. That is pertinent
to the current use too. I will talk to Tony tonight during our meeting about this.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 30 Sep 2020 18:18:26 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
  

David,

I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
buddy96; David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 6:18:29 PM

David,
I am requestings "ALL OF he PREVIOUS conditions and approvals given to Ben for South
Farms by the Town of Morris, prior to the Governors excutive order.
I hope this is clearer.
Thank you I appreciate your efforts.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:41 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>

Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 5:41:35 PM

David,
You did, I do not see
All. appovals and conditions for south farms venue.
I do not see those included here?
LORI

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/30/20 5:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>,
Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: Agenda September 16th
Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th

Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 5:23:05 PM
Morris P+Z - Special Meeting - 20200916 at 7PM.pdf

Lori
The application and supporting documentation for the current use at southFARMS
is in the forwarded attachment I sent to you several weeks ago. The
application that runs from page 2 to page 5. That is the approval. The
supporting documentation follows until page 28.
The application was approved under Executive Order 7MM, which follows starting
on page 29. Executive Order 7MM dictates that the Zoning Enforcement Officer
approve these applications without referring to the board. There aren't any
conditions imposed for such approvals.
There is nothing else to provide on this matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
DATE: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 20:05:58 -0400
RE:   Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:54:03 PM

Hello Everyone,
I am requesting for the second time.
All approvals and conditions for south farms.
I am sure you are all busy but given the circumstances presented to us we need some of this
information last week. You are holding up my process.
Please respond.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Nancy Kish Gargiulo
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 11:09:56 AM

Dear Officials of Morris CT,
We are writing to you to express our appreciation and gratitude for South Farms.
We live in Trumbull, Connecticut (and 1/2 the year in Sarasota FL). We have visited South Farms a few
times since Ben Paletsky took over proprietorship of the farm. Ben's vision for sustainable farming is
highly commendable! The Farmer's Market brings in business from outside of Morris, as well as Morris,
and provides a venue for local farmers, craftspersons, and food trucks. He has created business
opportunities for many others.
White Barn at South Farms was born, and quickly become a popular wedding venue. It was named
Favorite Wedding Venue by Orbitz last year, I believe. Wow. Again, putting Morris CT "on the map" and
creating business opportunities for local businesses.
South Farm and White Barn were hit hard by Covid, like many small businesses. That didn't stop Ben
from coming up with another idea - a socially distanced, outdoor concert and comedy venue! We were
thrilled to hear that Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes, a band we have followed from Asbury Park,
to NYC, to Fairfield County CT, and to Florida venues, would be coming to SOUTH FARMS. A nationally
known band performing at South Farms during Covid! We spoke with Ben and his sister Rachel during
and after the concert. They had studied the sound, traffic and security (Covid and other) implications of
opening the venue, and were and continue to be sensitive to addressing any concerns and perfecting the
new venue's operations. As consumers, we found everything to be wildly successful. It was a fantastic
evening, making us forget for a moment that live entertainment is all but non-existent due to Covid.
Ben has brought music, comedy and live entertainment back. People from NYC, Fairfield County, Boston,
Westchester NY, New Hampshire, etc. are travelling to Morris. This should be seen as a HUGE positive
for the town, when many communities are seeing businesses close for lack of revenue.
Ben is the ultimate gentleman and entrepreneur - some would find that an oxymoron, but the two are
married well in his keen sense of business, community and passion. How fortunate for Morris !
Sincerely,
Nancy Kish and Joe Gargiulo
Trumbull CT and Sarasota FL

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct com
Fwd: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:43:27 AM

-------- Original Message -------Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
From: "Roberta J. Kirschbaum" <rjkirschbaum@optonline.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 11:42 AM
To: "1stselectman@townofmorrisct com" <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
CC:

Yes, I did see that but thought that since I am not a resident I would not be able to attend.
Thank you for the invitation to join! It sounded like it was a virtual meeting - is there a link to
join - and what time does it begin?
I will do my absolute best to attend but I work in a hospital and I am on call this evening
which is very unpredictable.   If I am unable to attend I would appreciate if my views were
shared.
I appreciate all of your efforts in addressing this concern.
On September 16, 2020, at 9:03 AM, 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
wrote:
Roberta,
I did receive your email yesterday. I don't always have time to respond to
every email received in 24 hours. You may have also noticed in the
newspaper that this is being discussed at the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting and you are welcome to attend.
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:34 AM
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I sent an email to you yesterday informing you that the noise from the music
events at the South Farms venue is still a problem for us.
I have read several articles published in local newspapers lately extolling

the 'virtues' of the concerts based on feedback from patrons who have
attended.
What it comes down to is this: I cannot think of an argument that supersedes
the rights of property owners in the immediate and neighboring communities
who pay property taxes and have the absolute right to a quality of life
conducive to their personal well-being.
I am CERTAIN that the patrons who visit this venue enjoy it and THEN GO HOME
TO THEIR QUIET HOMES AND ENJOY A PEACEFUL NIGHT'S SLEEP. I am also
CERTAIN
those who own and are employed by this venue GO HOME TO THEIR QUIET HOMES
AND ENJOY A PEACEFUL NIGHT'S SLEEP. How is it that their rights would
override those in the community who have to endure the continuous disruption
to their lives that the pounding noise from this venue generates?
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT 06759

> On September 9, 2020 at 7:59 AM 1st Selectman
> <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
>
>
> Roberta,
> Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in
> contact with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know
> that they are working on the sound system to minimize any issues and
> your input on this issue is very important. Please feel free to inform
> me if this issue continues.
> Thank you,
> Tom Weik
>
> -----Original Message----> From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
> Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
> To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
> Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
>
> I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at
> South Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while
> one of these concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming
> coming through my bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall
> asleep or find any solace in my own home because of this. How is this even
> legal???? Do I need
> to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
>
> Roberta Kirschbaum

> 420 Northfield Road
> Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Fwd: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:40:03 AM

I have had multiple communications with Tom Weik regarding the noise issue at South Farms.
Here is the most recent. What is the status of this issue? It is very disruptive to my life. I will
forward my previous communications with Tom to you.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

-------- Original Message -------Subject: RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
From: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 9:25 AM
To: "Roberta J. Kirschbaum" <rjkirschbaum@optonline.net>
CC: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com

Roberta,
The South Farms issue is currently before the Planning and Zoning Commission
and they have had several meetings to work on it. Here is the Planning and
Zoning email: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
They should have the most up to date information for you.
Thank you,
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 8:18 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I am lying in bed attempting to sleep and the noise coming from South Farms
is DISGUSTING. What is being done about this situation?
Roberta Kirschbaum
On September 9, 2020, at 7:59 AM, 1st Selectman
<1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Roberta,
Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in contact
with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know that they are
working on the sound system to minimize any issues and your input on this
issue is very important. Please feel free to inform me if this issue
continues.
Thank you,
Tom Weik
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at South
Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while one of these
concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming coming through my
bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall asleep or find any
solace in my own home because of this. How is this even legal???? Do I need
to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
Roberta J. Kirschbaum
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
RE: Noise pollution - South Farms
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:25:20 AM

Roberta,
The South Farms issue is currently before the Planning and Zoning Commission
and they have had several meetings to work on it. Here is the Planning and
Zoning email: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
They should have the most up to date information for you.
Thank you,
Tom
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 8:18 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Re: Noise pollution - South Farms
Tom,
I am lying in bed attempting to sleep and the noise coming from South Farms
is DISGUSTING. What is being done about this situation?
Roberta Kirschbaum
On September 9, 2020, at 7:59 AM, 1st Selectman
<1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:
Roberta,
Thank you for reaching out to me with your concerns. I have been in contact
with the venue owner and informed him of the issue. I know that they are
working on the sound system to minimize any issues and your input on this
issue is very important. Please feel free to inform me if this issue
continues.
Thank you,
Tom Weik
-----Original Message----From: Roberta J. Kirschbaum [mailto:rjkirschbaum@optonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:23 PM
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: Noise pollution - South Farms
I live in Litchfield, yes, Litchfield and the noise from the music at South
Farms is DESTROYING my life. I invite you to my address while one of these
concerts is in progress. The sound of pounding drumming coming through my
bedroom window is intolerable. I am unable to fall asleep or find any
solace in my own home because of this. How is this even legal???? Do I need
to call a lawyer?   The Town if Morris needs to intervene.
Roberta Kirschbaum
420 Northfield Road
Litchfield, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dana Lynne Montanari
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Twilight Concert Series
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 11:28:28 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to share my full support of the twilight concert series brought together by the
amazing folks at South Farms. I met Ben over five years ago when our paths crossed
professionally - I worked in catering at the time and he/his team were building something
amazing at the farm. Soon thereafter, my husband and I chose the farm as the space for our
wedding reception (and man, was it one for the books - no thanks to all of the love that was
put into the venue!) In one of my earlier conversations with Ben, he half-joking mentioned
how he would love for the farm to grow to become like the "Tanglewood of CT" some day. In
the years that followed that conversation, I watched as he turned that joke into a very real
possibility. It makes my soul happy when I see what is happening there these days. It makes
me especially happy to see that despite the hand that this year has dealt us all, that there is a
place for live entertainment, and a safe place at that, right here in our backyard.
I am a person who lives for experience, especially for live music. In 'the before times' I was
seeing three or four live performances a month. I could have cried driving into the field when
my husband and I came in for Warren Haynes a few weeks ago, and I will absolutely cry when
we come back in October for our most favorite band, moe. It was comfortable, enjoyable and most importantly - it was safe. I thank my stars that I have crossed paths with Ben and this
farm. It is one of CT's treasures and I look forward to seeing how all of this evolves for the
community AND for the state.
All my best, Dana Lynne

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dwayne Pond
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiigg@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Concert series at South Farms
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 4:05:17 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to voice my opinion regarding the twilight concerts at South Farms. I know there
have been a lot of complaints regarding the sound and disturbance that it has been causing,
and I'll start by saying that we haven't been able to hear anything for the past week or so, and
we live right across the street. While the noise may have been an issue for some, the main
thing for me is that the concerts at the farm are what is keeping the farm alive and prospering.
The alternate would be no events at all, and the farm eventually dissolving. At that point, the
land could be sold and used for residential property which would get rid of all the beautiful
farm land we love seeing every day. It is a good trade off in my opinion. It is also providing
something to lift people up and make them happy in such an uncertain time. Another thing
that I think is very beneficial is it is helping the economy in town. People are coming from all
over to these events, and eating at our restaurants and helping our businesses. The Barn
restaurant is always busy, so is Giovannis, and the gas station is often full, which wasn't the
case a couple of months ago. It's clear that the events aren't only helping South Farms, but the
town businesses as well. My wife recently attended an event and said that everything was
executed with so much attention to detail and safety precautions, that she felt safe and
comfortable being at an event like this, even during a pandemic. Nothing is overlooked.
Overall, I think that the benefits of these events far outweigh any negatives there may be, and
any issues that have arisen, I know that Ben and everyone else are working hard to remedy.
Thank you.
Dwayne Pond

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Meeting
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 6:53:40 AM

Chuck
The reason this meeting was not a good meeting to take public comment is that all public comments are to be
directed at the board. That is how public hearings are held too. We cannot hold a question and answer session.
The best way would be to have people send questions before a meeting and the board can ask the questions. I
would have asked your questions; however, I did not receive them before the meeting. I am not sure if I have
received them since.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 27 Sep 2020 22:22:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

David,
Prior to your last zoom meeting in reference to South Farms, you had agreed to take my
questions and present them to Ben and others that would be present at the meeting. I had asked your
assistance since I was unavailable to attend the zoom meeting. During the zoning meeting when you had
asked the board for thier opinions, the second selectman Erica Dorsett interjected and told you there would
be no such questioning allowed. You accepted her request. Being that she is both best friends and a
champion of Ben and south farms ,and also the second selectman, the optics of this did not go over well for
many residents who heard the discussion. My question is if you are the commissioner of the zoning board
and have 30 years experience,why did you change your mind about opening the meeting up to questions
,obviously prior to the meeting your intent was to allow it. Thank you Chuck Aleksinas  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Kushwara
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Yes to the concert series at South Farms
Monday, September 28, 2020 9:45:34 PM

Dear Mr. First Selectman and Planning and Zoning Department,
“If music be the food of love, play on”-Shakespeare
   As a Connecticut native and current resident, I wanted to write to you in support of the socially-distanced concerts series at
South Farms.
Connecticut does not have a thriving Arts scene and we want to keep as many young people in Connecticut as possible, so
letting the Arts flourish would help keep people of all ages in Connecticut; it can also help invite tourism. For example, I told
some of my friends from out-of-state about the Warren Haynes concerts and they are attending the shows. Some are staying at
a local air B and B. Attending the concert, paying vendors for their food, and their stay all help support the Connecticut
economy that needs a boost at a time like this.
The fact that South Farms is getting very respectable and well-known artists to come perform is attracting sold-out shows,
and also fans from other states. This is also very exciting to a life- long music appreciator like me. I am a visual artist in my
30’s so I wholeheartedly support these series.
Music brings people of all cultures together and exposes them to other cultures. Art is what nourishes the soul, the most
beautiful thing humans can make. During the COVID 19 pandemic, residents need live music more now than ever. Musicians
need to play for people, after all, we don’t want DJS to take over completely!
Thanks for your time and stay safe,
Sarah Kushwara

--

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Stuart Chapman
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org; lechapman@optonline.net
South Farms concert series
Monday, September 28, 2020 4:18:31 PM

To all concerned parties.
It is with the utmost pleasure that I reach out to express my appreciation for what Ben
Paletsky is doing for the arts and culture scene here in the Northwest Corner of CT.
With his concert series at South Farms, he demonstrates just how unique and relevant a
legacy farm property can continue to be in this day in age, especially since
so many have succumbed to the lure of commercial development.
Ben's ability to collaborate with thoughtful partners who deliver amazing musical experiences
right to our doorstep is outshined only by his inventiveness in
managing his event space and marginalizing any ill effects caused by his events.
In my several visits to these concerts there have been:
*No traffic concerns.
*Diligent promotion of public health and safety.
*Timely curfews (at EVERY event).
*Overwhelming expressions of local pride from area patrons.
*A sense that this event space is good for the community and the hope that it will continue to
operate indefinitely.
Please take the time to hear the voices of those who appreciate this Landmark property,
Ben's efforts and the heartfelt enthusiasm that he delivers to the Town of Morris.
It's a GOOD thing.
Sincerely,
Stuart Chapman
President
Chapman Lumber Inc.
224 Watertown Road, Thomaston Ct. 06787
860 283 6213 Ext 101
www.chapmanlumberinc.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
South Farms
First Selectman; Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Robert McIntosh; Eileen Narbutas
Letter
Monday, September 28, 2020 6:40:50 AM
SouthFarms Municipal Estoppel Letter With Attachments.pdf

Ben
Attached is a copy of the letter that will be sent today. While I understand that your attorney does not agree with the
conclusions drawn in the letter, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission has allowed your use that was
approved under Executive Order 7MM to continue. We also as discussed in the letter want to see if we can mitigate
the issues enumerated in the letter that members of the community have brought to the board's attention.
Dave

Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
September 28, 2020
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Ben,
Thank you attending the Special Meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission on Monday
September 21, 2020. The need to find alternative ways of running your business during the COVID-19
Pandemic is understood; however, the recent events at your venue have had mixed reviews from the
community. The feedback the Board has received includes both praise and serious concerns about the
impact it has on the Town of Morris.
The main point of contention is that the board has determined that the operation does not fall under
Executive Order 7MM. The reason for this is that this Executive Order was issued to provide ways to
expand outdoor dining for businesses that at the time could not serve their diners indoors. As the
restrictions were eased to allow some indoor dining, it still applied so that these establishments could
come as close as possible to 100% capacity. As a result, all of the clauses in this Executive Order apply to
re-configuring restaurants and other businesses that primarily serve food to allow them to serve the
food outdoors.
As an event venue, your business does not qualify to be reconfigured based on Executive Order 7MM.
Despite this, the Zoning Enforcement Officer granted approval of your application #PZC-20-24 for a
Pavilion to be used as a stage for outdoor performances. Approval was granted because it was felt that it
“may be allowed under COVID”. This makes it temporary as the approval expires when the Executive
Order expires.
When the board reviewed complaints about the use on September 16, 2020, you were well into a series
of evening concerts, which were largely sold out. As a result, it was determined that Municipal Estoppel
applied. Rather than issue a Cease and Desist Order, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission voted
on September 16, 2020 to “set a special meeting date” with you to “relieve/mitigate resident concerns
related to event volume, lighting, traffic, frequency of events and comedic content”. The temporary
permit issued under Executive Order 7MM was allowed to stand while this is done.
If a Cease and Desist Order was issued, the Zoning Board of Appeals or a court likely might have made
this determination. The board’s motivation in doing this was to work with you to address the issues that
neighbors had brought to the attention of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission. That is clearly
stated in that motion. This is documented in the attached minutes from the September 16, 2020
meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission.

Morris Planning and Zoning Commission

During the meeting on September 21, 2020, it was understood that you wanted us to enumerate the
issues that were reported to the board, which are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Event volume
Lighting
Traffic
Frequency of Events
Comedic content (subject matter)
Loitering – I have added this item to describe people who pull of the road or park in strategic
places to capture the event for free.

This issue labeled as Loitering was added. It was reported and it creates an unsafe situation. It may
require other authorities to get involved to manage these situations. That is why the Board of Selectmen
have been copied.
There are e-mails attached that describe some of these situations that were attached to the last
Monday’s meeting agenda. There are a number of others I have received since then. What was
available as of Monday September 21, 2020 at 7 PM was read into the record. All comments will be
posted on the town website under the Planning and Zoning agenda/minutes area of the website and are
attached to this letter.
The Board is interested in seeing if we can make things amicable for all interested parties. We are willing
to work with you and the community to mitigate the issues listed above. Progress on the listed concerns
will go a long way towards smoothing over the issues that have been presented to the Board.
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the listed concerns and what steps South Farms
will be taking to address them. The next Planning and Zoning regular meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday October 7, 2020 at 7:00 pm. We can try to do a meeting earlier; however, we just scheduled
next Wednesday for the Town Plan. The Board will do what we can to work with you and the community
to achieve an equitable resolution.
Sincerely,
David R. Wiig
Chairman, Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Cc:

Jeton Adili, Morris Zoning Enforcement Officer
Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Tom Weik, First Selectman
Erica Dorsett, Selectman
Vincent Aiello, Selectman

Attachments:

Morris Planning and Zoning Minutes – September 21, 2020
Communications Read Into the Meeting
Communications to the board after the meeting on September 21, 2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Robert McIntosh
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Letter To Ben Paletsky
Sunday, September 27, 2020 10:50:53 AM

Eileen
Thank you, the updated letter is attached. It was necessary to retain the fact that southFARMS
was well into running outdoor events when the board determined that the application didn't fall under Executive
Order 7MM. I tried to make the reference less innocuous.
It was also kept on a first name basis. If I reply to someone who complains I use their first name. I need to do the
same for Ben.
Dave
    

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
To: Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2020 22:17:37 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Re: Letter To Ben Paletsky
  

Please see my edits on the attached document. Unfortunately I don't have MS Word (I have a free
document software) so I was unable to use the Review/comment feature. All changes are in RED and any
removal of content is in RED with the double strike line through it.
I hope that my changes are not found too overwhelming. Feel free to ignore any and all of them :)
Thanks, Eileen
On Saturday, September 26, 2020, 01:22:25 PM EDT, David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Eileen, Veronica and Bob

Please review the attached e-mail. I plan to e-mail it on Sunday evening and send a formal copy early next
week. If possible, please review it and send any comments or corrections this weekend.
Dave
P. S. All of the attachments are included.

September 25, 2020
? East Street
Morris, CT 06763

Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Ben
Thank you for your time this past Monday September 21st, 2020. The need to find alternative ways of
running your business during the COVID-19 Pandemic is understood. Unfortunately, the recent concert
series has had mixed reviews. The feedback the board has received includes both praise and serious
concerns about the impact it will have on the Town of Morris.
The biggest issue is that the operation has been determined not to fall under Executive Order 7MM.
The reason for this is that this executive order was issued to provide ways to expand outdoor dining for
businesses that at the time could not serve their diners indoors. As the restrictions were eased to allow
some indoor dining, it still applied so that these establishments could come as close as possible to 100%
capacity. As a result, all of the clauses in this executive order apply to reconfiguring restaurants and
other businesses that primarily serve food to allow them to serve the food outdoors.
As an event venue, your business does not qualify to be reconfigured based on Executive Order 7MM.
Despite this, you did secure approval of your application. By the time this had been realized, you were
well into a series of evening concerts which were largely sold out.
As a result, it was determined that Municipal Estoppel applied. Rather than issue a Cease and Desist
Order, the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission voted on September 16, 2020 to “set a special
meeting date” with you to “relieve/mitigate resident concerns related to even volume, lighting, traffic,
frequency of events and comedic content”. The temporary permit was allowed to stand while this is
done.
The alternative would have made you have the Zoning Board of Appeals or a court make this
determination. The board’s motivation in doing this was to work with you to address the issues that
neighbors had brought to the attention of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission. That is clearly
stated in that motion. This is documented in the attached minutes from the September 21, 2020
meeting of the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission.

During the meeting, it was understood that you wanted us to enumerate the issues that were reported
to the board, which are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Event volume
Lighting
Traffic
Frequency of Events
Comedic content (subject matter)
Loitering – I have added this item to describe people who pull of the road or park in strategic
places to capture the event for free.

This issue labeled as Loitering was added. It was reported and it creates an unsafe situation. It may
require other authorities to get involved to manage these situations. That is why the Board of
Selectmen have been copied.
There are e-mails attached that describe some of these situations that were attached to the last
Monday’s meeting agenda. There are a number of others I have received since them. What was
available as of Monday 7 PM was read into the record of last weekend. I will take these messages as
well as some others that have been received in support of your events and have them posted on the
town website and are attached to this message.
Please let me know what your plans are. Our next regular meeting is on Wednesday October 7th. If
needed, we can try to do a meeting earlier; however, we just scheduled next Wednesday for the Town
Plan. We have a very full plate and will do what we can to work with you and the town’s people to as
equitable a resolution to the issues as is possible.
The bottom line is that the board is interested in seeing if we can make things manageable. If you have
discrete plans, please feel free to communicate that to us. Progress on these items will go a long way
towards smoothing over the issues for most of the people who are uncomfortable with the situation and
make it easier for you to move forward.
Sincerely,
David R. Wiig
Cc:

Jeton Adili, Morris Zoning Enforcement Officer
Morris Planning and Zoning Commission
Tom Weik, First Selectman
Erica Dorsett, Selectman
Vincent Aiello, Selectman

Attachments:

Morris Planning and Zoning Minutes – September 21, 2020
Communications Read Into the Meeting
Communications to the board after the meeting on September 21, 2020

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
kenneth kearney
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Fw: South Farms
Saturday, September 26, 2020 12:18:45 PM

Elizabeth
You are correct that the extension of the executive order will extend the use. Regardless, the executive order
specifically states that precedent is not set by implementing changes based on the executive order. Therefore, the
use will likely continue until the executive order actually ends; however, it can't exceed the life of the executive
order.
What has changed is that the outdoor performances are now the primary use. That is not a legal primary use in
any district in Morris. As a result that cannot continue.
What Ben had in the past was an event venue in and around the white barn. There were outdoor musical
performances; however, they were generally accessory to the primary use. For example bands at farmers markets,
weddings and other get togethers to which it could be considered to be a customary accessory activity.
It has been brought to my attention that there were instances where this has gone beyond what was described.
That is something we will look into once we see what we can do about the current situation. Regardless, before
COVID, these activities were secondary to the use of the weddings, farmers markets and get togethers in and
around the barn. This is similar to what we see with the Buddhist Temple that is nearby.
Thank you for your e-mail. This will be added to the record. It will be shared with the board and posted on the
website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Fri, 25 Sep 2020 12:13:05 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Fw: South Farms
  

----- Forwarded Message ----From: kenneth kearney <k2kearney@yahoo.com>
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2020, 08:07:52 AM EDT
Subject: Re: South Farms
Tony, my thanks for your prompt response. However, forgive me if I seem suspicious of this process.
Please consider these issues.
Governor's executive orders are extended into next spring/summer, no regulation on amount of
events. What happens?
Precedent is being set for these to be approved going forward. See below.
Based on the following statement taken from Rolling Stone Magazine, Ben has and intends to
continue this events, which is why he keeps saying "We've always done concerts"

Though the project had been in development for years, it wasnâ€™t until

the pandemic hit that it got into full swing, with the venue constructed in just
two and a half weeks before acts started performing in mid-August, says Keith
Mahler, president of Premier Concerts/Manic Presents. Owner Ben Paletsky
â€œis the Max Yasgur of his generation,â€ Mahler tells Rolling
Stone, referencing the owner that leased his land to the original Woodstock
organizers. â€œHe caused this thing to happen outdoors at South Farms in
the middle of this pandemic because live music was needed.â€

Underlined portion references prior paragraph of article speaking about South Farms. This sounds like an
ongoing plan of development that has only been hastened because of the current situation. Covid is the
excuse, not the reason.
Respectfully,
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.
Morris, Ct.
On Thursday, September 24, 2020, 08:59:58 AM EDT, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Hi Elizabeth

The concert series will most likely continue until the end of October based on the information
available. If Ben wishes to continue these events he will have to do an application that will be
put through a rigorous and intense process. The requirements will include a public hearing,
engineered plans and much more detail than that was previously provided.

Thank You Tony Adili ZEO

From: kenneth kearney [mailto:k2kearney@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57 PM
To: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: South Farms

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding shows?
Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South Farms LLC. a
wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really controls these
events?

I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.

We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our old
house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and unless
we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't invest any
more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we have always
cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.

Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ben Paletsky
wiig@optonline.net; Lisa Barker; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Saturday, September 26, 2020 8:11:06 AM
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png

David,
Please note for the record that my council as well as the Selectman in Litchfield disagrees with the
interpretation highlighted in red below. I understand you must defer to the guidance offered to the
commission. The executive order refers generally to all commercial “Outdoor Activities” (as its
essence is trying to enable all COVID impacted business) and then expands that Outdoor Activities
can also include Restaurants and Dining. I raise this point because I’m concerned that the
perception of how it’s stated below implies my application was not invalid or completed with
deceitful intentions - that was not the case. I assume the final determination would need to proceed
through a process, where I would have the opportunity to appeal. I think we both agree that that’s a
moot pathway given the short timeframe, but I wanted to make my concern about the statement
below clear. Thank you.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Organization: Personal
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 11:48 PM
To: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>, "1stselectman@townofmorris.com"
<1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky <bpaletsky@yahoo.com>,
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: South Farms -Twilight Series
Lisa
Thank you for your input on the matter. This information will be shared with the board. It will become part of
the public matter.

As for the matter at hand, there are neighbors who feel that they cannot properly use their property when the
events are running. I do believe that their intentions as well as Ben's intentions are good. It is not a witch hunt.
It also needs to be understood that the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission's lawyer has said that the
application should not have been approved in the first place. It was approved based on an executive order that
is meant to only be used to expand outdoor dining for establishments where the primary use is serving food.
That is not the case with southFARMS.
Additionally, the lawyer also said that Municipal Estoppel applies. Municipal Estoppel applies because approval
was granted and Ben naturally went ahead, invested in the business and made it operational. As a result, the
town would likely be liable for his financial investment.
Given the situation, the board decided that we didn't need to have a court make this determination.  As a result,
we are allowing him to continue his use for the time being. Please note that the approval at the most extends
for the duration of the executive order. We are just trying to address of of the issues raised by the neighbors
along the way.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Lisa Barker <lisabarkerkenney@gmail.com>
To: "1stselectman@townofmorris.com" <1stselectman@townofmorris.com>, Benjamin Paletsky
<bpaletsky@yahoo.com>, "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com"
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, "wiig@optonline.net" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2020 10:40:02 -0400
Subject: South Farms -Twilight Series
  

To whom it may concern;
Iâ€™m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and
totally unwarranted, witch hunt against South Farms; regarding the â€œTwilight
Seriesâ€ .
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that
the Paletsky Family, and their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.Â
Benâ€™s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on
supporting his community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for
generations. Ranging from farmers markets, to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful
venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is constantly thinking
outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love that
he has shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and togetherness,
during a we so desperately need it. Not to mention Ben is yet again supporting the local

economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns need it the most.Â I
would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I never once was
effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South Farms, and I was a
stones throw away.Â
I know that whenever the Paletskyâ€™s have a new idea, they have the communityâ€™s
best interest at the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working
together, instead of trying to tear it down. It would be a travesty for these events to end.
Sincerely,Â
L. Barker

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Paula Halpern
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
re: South Farms" Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:08:03 PM

Paula
Thank you for your input. This information will be shared with the board and the public. It will become part of the
public record.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Paula Halpern <mattpaulah@optonline.net>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Wed, 23 Sep 2020 11:30:32 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms' Concerts
Dear Mr. Wiig,
I just wanted to show my support for the South Farms' concerts. I attended one a few weeks ago and thought it was
amazing. To create such a special atmosphere during these crazy times is what really sets it apart. Ben Paletsky is
diligently working to lessen the neighborhood noise for the future. The fact that this also employs so many residents
is just an added plus. Although I am not a resident, I’ve been coming to Morris since 1967 and this is one of the best
things that I’ve seen come to this town.
Thank you,
Paula Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

wiig@optonline.net
Georgia LoPresti Meckes; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky; Georgia LoPresti Meckes
re: Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 10:49:52 PM

Georgia
Thank you for your input. This will be shared with the board. It will become part of the record for this property.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Georgia LoPresti Meckes <georgialoprestimeckes@gmail.com>
To: "planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Sep 2020 21:53:16 -0400
Subject: Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
  

Honorable Board and Selectmen,

I would like to submit a letter of support for the Concerts and Comedy at South Farms.
As a new community member of East Morris, with children at WAMOGO and James Morris
elementary, I have enjoyed these concerts and think they are terrific! They have provided a
nearby, respite for social time & cultural enjoyment- right in ourÂ neighborhood. Iâ€™ve had
the pleasure and opportunity to see musical and comedy acts I never would have, otherwise. I
also felt comfortable bringing both of my children to their â€œfirst concertsâ€ in an
environment that is safe and welcoming.Â
I also think that itâ€™s been a brilliant way for this third-generation business to pivot during
unprecedented times.Â
The noise has not made any negative impact on my familyâ€™s livelihood and we live adjacent
to the farm at the intersection of rt 63 and 109. In fact, if we hear much at all, we open our
windows- as it helps us fall asleep.Â
I support the concerts and hope they stay!
Respectfully,
Georgia LoPresti MeckesÂ
-Georgia LoPresti Meckes

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
David R. Wiig; Gerri Kenniston; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
First Selectman
re[2]: Concerts at South Farm
Friday, September 25, 2020 10:40:36 PM

Gerri
Thank you for your feedback. I am in the process of sharing this with the board. It will on the record for this
property and considered along with the rest of the testimony from the public.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:        Gerri Kenniston <gkenniston@yahoo.com>, <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
DATE:      Fri, 25 Sep 2020 22:39:24 -0400
SUBJECT:   re: Concerts at South Farm
Gerri
Thank you for your feedback. I will share this with the board and put it on the record.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Gerri Kenniston <gkenniston@yahoo.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net, planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
DATE:      Tue, 22 Sep 2020 19:49:30 -0400
SUBJECT:   Concerts at South Farm
I am emailing you to send my support to Ben Paletsky for his tremendous efforts to bring live music to Morris.
Ben has worked very hard to make this happen, following all the required protocols.
I have attended a concert and have tickets for two more. It was an absolute success and enjoyable- very much
needed in this time of COVID.
And very much needed for the town of Morris!
Thank you,
Gerri Kenniston
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Martha Bernstein
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Music Events
Friday, September 25, 2020 5:54:23 PM

Dear Community Leaders,
Although I am a resident of Litchfield not Morris, I am writing to support Ben Paletsky’s
efforts to provide both entertainment and economic activity during this difficult time. I have
followed the progress of South Farms since Ben undertook this effort to both preserve his
family’s farm and foster growth in our area. I have also been privileged to work with him on
several local projects. He is intelligent and visionary as well as concerned with the good of
the community.
These times call for all of us to make compromises in support of our neighbors and I know
that Ben and his associates are working to do the best they can to respect others’ lifestyles and
at the same time enable his business to survive. It is also important for all of us to have
opportunities for recreation and the chance to gather in a safe way. These concerts have
offered those pleasures to literally hundreds of people. We also need as many employment
opportunities as possible during this period.
Thank you for your efforts to work with Ben and the South Farms neighbors to achieve a
successful resolution.
Martha Bernstein
mdb167@gmail.com
PO Box 1294
5 Emerson Court
Litchfield, CT
860 567-5067 home
860 480-4288 mobile

Nathaniel B. Worden
9 East Litchfield Road
Litchfield, CT 06759
Cell: (347) 327-3407
nworden@gmail.com
September 23, 2020
Tom Weik
First Selectman’s Office
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Dear Mr. Weik,
I am writing to express my support for Ben Paletsky and his family and employees at South Farms in light
of the recent controversy over their groundbreaking concert series on the farm. I am a Litchfield
resident, but as you know, our communities and local economies are closely intertwined. Also, my wife,
Sarah Worden, works with Ben at South Farms, and as a local insurance broker with Ericson Insurance
Advisors in Washington, I have a valued business relationship at stake here as well.
But I am not writing this letter to protect my wife, my immediate business interests, or my long
friendship with Ben. I am writing this letter out of a deeply held conviction that if the Town of Morris
takes action to close down South Farms’ concert series venture, that will prove to be a tragic mistake
that will harm the long-term interests of our communities. It would be a move that we will all come to
regret, and I urge you and your fellow public servants to resist any shortsighted pressure to take such
action.
To be clear, I understand and respect the objections voiced by some of your constituents in opposition
to what South Farms is doing—particularly those whose lives have been disrupted by sounds from the
concerts. We all sympathize with people that are bothered by this, but South Farms is not the only
source of noise that bothers neighbors in this community. We routinely hear things like gunfire,
fireworks and loud music from neighbors all over Litchfield County, but we find a way to cooperate and
coexist without putting undue limits on the freedoms our neighbors enjoy to pursue their interests.
I’m confident that we can find a solution for those bothered by the sound of live entertainment at South
Farms, but this will take some time and a spirit of cooperation. In the meantime, we are in the midst of a
global pandemic, and businesses everywhere are struggling to adjust and find a safe way to continue
operating and sustaining themselves. We all need to work together to figure this out and get through
this, and that may well require some of our citizens to make sacrifices and put the best interests of their
community ahead of their own.
For its part, South Farms has put its future on the line to embark on an extraordinary entrepreneurial
venture that is garnering national attention in the live entertainment industry, which has been largely

shut down by the pandemic. This is an exciting opportunity that our community must seize on and
embrace as we seek a brighter and more prosperous future for our children. Pursuing this opportunity
has put South Farms on the front lines of the economic recovery in this pandemic. Nobody at South
Farms is profiting in any significant way from this venture, but its entire team is working around the
clock, pouring their hearts and souls into the creation of a new center of arts and culture right here in
Morris that has the potential to enrich this community in profound ways for generations to come.
We’re all familiar with the great centers of arts and culture that exist all across America, like Tanglewood
Music Center in Lenox, MA or the Bethel Woods Center For Arts in Bethel, NY (the original site of
Woodstock). What if the residents in those communities had prevented these organizations from
flourishing out of shortsighted concerns about noise, visitors and change? Those regions would have
deprived themselves of major engines of economic and cultural vitality that have nourished local
businesses, empowered school systems and raised property values. Other, more forward-thinking
communities would have filled that void instead. We should not make that mistake here.
For his part, Ben Paletsky and his family have risked their assets to preserve their beautiful lands and
keep their family farm intact. When I first met Ben, he had a dilapidated barn, a few cows and acres of
open land sitting idle that developers wanted to carve up and sell off for a quick buck. He also had a
vision that, at the time, seemed well-intentioned but far-fetched. Years later, his vision—against all
odds—has become a reality. The barn has been renovated into a world-class events venue that is the
crowned jewel of Morris and the toast of Connecticut and beyond.
The pandemic crisis has put everything Ben and his team have achieved at risk, but rather than close
their eyes and hope for the best, they have instead made the gutsy call to once again try something
new—and it’s working! While a vocal minority of locals have complained loudly about the outdoor
concerts, many more residents have embraced what South Farms is doing. They’ve attended the
concerts and experienced the thrill of seeing world-renowned artists performing right here in Morris
amid the stunning backdrop of an authentic, well-preserved New England farm.
As local residents—business professionals, parents, teachers, public servants, non-profits—we owe it to
ourselves and future generations to resist the temptation to listen to shortsighted fears, negativity and
cynicism. We must not stand in the way of South Farms. Me must embrace it. We must encourage it,
and we must work together with the can-do spirit of Americans to help it succeed and build a better
future.
Please support South Farms and give them the time and space to work with their neighbors to make this
work for everyone. Do not foreclose on this opportunity. Do not stand in the way of progress.
Yours Truly,

Nathaniel B. Worden

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Carol Gillett
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Twilight Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 1:27:56 PM

To Whom it May Concern.
I'm writing this on behalf of and in support of the Twilight Concert Series at South Farms.
My family farm is directly across the street and my mother still resides there.  
On a personal note, the concerts have been very enjoyable for me and my family and
friends. I have attended with friends and also with my children. South Farms has provided an
entertainment venue that I feel safe and secure at all while having a wonderful time. The staff
is excellent at ensuring that all people are social distancing and the events are over at an early
hour which I find very respectful to those who live in the area, including my mother.
I have also noticed the positive impact the concerts have had on local area businesses. The
Barn restaurant in Morris is busy every night there is a concert. Food trucks from local
businesses are benefiting during the concerts as patrons purchase food and drinks at the
concerts. Local out of town concert go-ers are staying at the Litchfield Inn and other area
hotels. So not only are the concerts helping South Farms, which essentially was a
wedding/special events venue prior to covid basically shutting down that industry, it is also
helping other types of businesses that have also been impacted directly by covid. The
economic benefits have trickled down in a positive cascading fashion to benefit not just South
Farms but so many others.
I strongly support the events that are happening at South Farms from not only a personal,
but also an economic and cultural standpoint. If you need any further information from me or
would like to speak with me, feel free to reach out. I can be reached via email or cell-860459-4327. Thank you for taking the time to read this email.
Kind regards,
Carol Gillett

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Worden
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
Support for South Farms
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:39:01 AM

Dear P&Z and Morris Town Officials,
I’m writing in support of South Farms and the newly launched concert series on the farm. As
someone involved in launching the wedding and events business at The White Barn at South
Farms who has worked closely with Ben over the last five plus years, I urge you to think
carefully about your approach to this issue. Ben is sensible and absolutely will appreciate and
work to address any legitimate concerns the community has.
I have spent countless hours with Ben strategizing ways to create a successful business on this
farm in our little corner of Connecticut and let me tell you, it has not been easy. I know
firsthand how hard Ben has worked and that he is particularly thoughtful about the needs of
the community, and about his neighbors. When we have had clients begging for wedding
after-parties and late-night events at South Farms, he has continually said No. When he has
been approached with potentially lucrative business opportunities he feels are not in the best
interest of the community, he has turned them away. He has gone the extra mile again and
again to do everything above board out of respect for the town and the community.
Similar to the wedding and event business at the barn, the concert venue at South Farms is a
way for the community to access this beautiful property and experience something truly
special at the same time that it is a way to introduce other folks to the reasons we treasure
Litchfield County. This is the kind of opportunity town’s hope for. Ben is the type of person
that small towns across America are trying to attract.
I have been present in numerous meetings over the last 13 years in Litchfield County where
folks have mourned the loss of young people and families in our area, and lamented the
dwindling population. To keep this community thriving, we must provide jobs for
hardworking people and the kind of access to nature and culture that successful communities
support — this is what we have been trying to do at South Farms. We cannot achieve this if
the town is short-sighted and too quick to shoot down any new idea that comes down the pike.
We can address the concerns of taxpayers while also encouraging smart business in our area.
Off all the things the Paletskys could be doing with their property right now, live music and
comedy bring joy in a time that is particularly challenging. Has this resulted in extra noise for
some Morris residents, yes. But, the outpouring of support has been overwhelming from
within the community, and from far away. I know firsthand that Ben did not intend for the
frequency of the concerts to be to this scale. The concerts can be dialed back with the needs of
the community in mind next year. For now, we need to allow struggling businesses to stay
alive - and pray they are still alive when this is all over.
Sincerely,
Sarah Worden
Sarah Worden
9 East Litchfield Rd.

Litchfield, CT 06759
c. 917.751.5979
sarworden@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cullen Gibney
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky"s family farm
Friday, September 25, 2020 11:21:41 AM

This is a message I sent to friends...
Northwest Connecticut/Connecticut people...Bill Burr (one of the best stadups at the height of
his powers) is playing on Ben and Rachel's farm for a third night in a row...Ben has created
something incredible (something NYC, Boston, and Chicago haven't been able to pull off)
during a time where there is so much uncertainty and despair. Everyone should support what
Ben is doing, the area needs it...it helps out every single business in the area which helps out
the state at large...Of course there will be a few detractors because this is the land of steady
habits but it's a small minority. I urge everyone to write to the Morris first selectman and P&Z
board telling them how vital the family farm is as a destination to bring people together and
bring tourism to the area that all businesses can benefit from.
South Farms created something amazing in a short amount of time, they pivoted as a New
England family farm and created something special when the area needed it...If Ben's just
allowed to work his magic it will be a boon for the entire area and there will be a whole bunch
of great days/nights like these in the future as we head towards a more normal time...South
Farms is a major venue and will be an economic driver for the town, the county, and the state
if they are just allowed to proceed. Ben is a major asset, without his family farm the
alternative would be a subdivision or some other usage of the land that nobody wants.
Sometimes people don't really think through what the alternative is. Thanks for listening to
me...
Cullen Gibney

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christine Lauretano
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Friday, September 25, 2020 8:33:39 AM

To Whom it May Concern,
I write to you today in support of the concert series happening at South Farms. I have attended an event there and
live within listening distance of the farm.
Living so close to the farm, we have not ever found the concerts to disruptive to our family, which includes young
kids with early bedtimes, and first responders that work and sleep at odd hours.
On the contrary, I find what South Farms to be doing a blessing to our community. In a time of uncertainty in our
country, and our economy, the farm is bringing people together to relax, de-compress, and safely socialize with
others. The Farm is employing people who need jobs and are contributing back to our local economy. They are
bringing business to the area from people renting houses and hotel rooms, to people dining at restaurants like
Popey’s, Giovanni’s and The Deli. All businesses who have STRUGGLED in this past spring, possibly to the point
of going under. I can tell you personally we lost a significant amount of rentals on our vacation home this spring,
which is now finally turning around. The Farm is putting the little town of Morris on the map!!
If nothing else, I hope that we can look back on the fight against Beverly’s as an example of what can come from
not being able to see the good we have before we lose it. As a result of that argument, we now have a state run boat
launch where several cars have already been submerged under water leaking gas and fluids into our lake and
destroying an ecosystem that we are trying so hard to protect. Boats transfer the invasive weeds from lake to lake
that we as a town fight to eradicate, both physically and financially. If we do not support one of our biggest local
businesses in town, South Farms, I shutter to think of what will happen to that iconic farmland.
The farm is working diligently to take every single complaint and rectify it. I have seen it first hand. I ask you to
give them the time they need to make adjustments and continue to do great things for our town. Now more than ever
is a time, as elected representatives of our town, to understand that nothing will please everyone, but that the needs
of the WHOLE town should be at the forefront. South Farms continues to bring more good to our community and I
applaud their innovation and creativity during this difficult time.
Thank you for your time in listening.
Christine Lauretano
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
Planning & Zoning
Re: South Farms
Friday, September 25, 2020 8:08:37 AM

Tony, my thanks for your prompt response. However, forgive me if I seem suspicious of this process.
Please consider these issues.
Governor's executive orders are extended into next spring/summer, no regulation on amount of
events. What happens?
Precedent is being set for these to be approved going forward. See below.
Based on the following statement taken from Rolling Stone Magazine, Ben has and intends to
continue this events, which is why he keeps saying "We've always done concerts"

Though the project had been in development for years, it wasn’t until
the pandemic hit that it got into full swing, with the venue constructed in just
two and a half weeks before acts started performing in mid-August, says
Keith Mahler, president of Premier Concerts/Manic Presents. Owner Ben
Paletsky “is the Max Yasgur of his generation,” Mahler tells Rolling
Stone, referencing the owner that leased his land to the original Woodstock
organizers. “He caused this thing to happen outdoors at South Farms in the
middle of this pandemic because live music was needed.”

Underlined portion references prior paragraph of article speaking about South Farms. This sounds like an
ongoing plan of development that has only been hastened because of the current situation. Covid is the
excuse, not the reason.
Respectfully,
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.
Morris, Ct.
On Thursday, September 24, 2020, 08:59:58 AM EDT, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com> wrote:

Hi Elizabeth

The concert series will most likely continue until the end of October based on the
information available. If Ben wishes to continue these events he will have to do an
application that will be put through a rigorous and intense process. The requirements will

include a public hearing, engineered plans and much more detail than that was previously
provided.

Thank You Tony Adili ZEO

From: kenneth kearney [mailto:k2kearney@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57 PM
To: planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Subject: South Farms

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding
shows? Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South
Farms LLC. a wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really
controls these events?

I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.

We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our
old house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and
unless we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't
invest any more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we
have always cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.

Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Committee
Morris Town Hall
Morris, CT
9/23/20

I am writing this letter in support of South Farms Music Venue, as I feel as a Morris Town resident for
the past 20 years, this is a wonderful and worthwhile endeavor which positively impacts and supports
our local economy in an appropriate socially distanced platform, of which also brings joy to all who
attend, townspeople and tourists.

These are challenging times, and I believe we as neighbors need to unite in supporting one another and
our townspeople, to help enrich the lives and survival of Morris Businesses, especially those which help
to bring revenue to our small Town.

I also believe during this unprecedented time, as society struggles through a global pandemic and
economic and social unrest, South Farms Music Venue is exactly what this town needs, a safe, heathy,
entertainment venue where we can spend a few hours during any given evening and just let go and
relax comfortably.

Lastly, I would like to say I firmly believe we should be praising and supporting South Farms in this
agritourism endeavor, of which helps to preserve and support historic farms and open spaces in our
Town within Litchfield County.

Stay healthy and stay safe,

Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

1st Selectman
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Fwd: Letter of Support South Farms Music Venue
Thursday, September 24, 2020 5:22:22 PM
South Farms Letter.docx

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Ralph Davila, MS <rbbrsoul63@aol.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 3:35 PM
Subject: Letter of Support South Farms Music Venue
To: 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Dear Town of Morris 1st Selectman,
Please accept the attached letter of support on behalf of South Farms Music Venue.
Stay Healthy and Stay Safe,
Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

Town of Morris Planning and Zoning Committee
Morris Town Hall
Morris, CT
9/23/20

I am writing this letter in support of South Farms Music Venue, as I feel as a Morris Town resident for
the past 20 years, this is a wonderful and worthwhile endeavor which positively impacts and supports
our local economy in an appropriate socially distanced platform, of which also brings joy to all who
attend, townspeople and tourists.

These are challenging times, and I believe we as neighbors need to unite in supporting one another and
our townspeople, to help enrich the lives and survival of Morris Businesses, especially those which help
to bring revenue to our small Town.

I also believe during this unprecedented time, as society struggles through a global pandemic and
economic and social unrest, South Farms Music Venue is exactly what this town needs, a safe, heathy,
entertainment venue where we can spend a few hours during any given evening and just let go and
relax comfortably.

Lastly, I would like to say I firmly believe we should be praising and supporting South Farms in this
agritourism endeavor, of which helps to preserve and support historic farms and open spaces in our
Town within Litchfield County.

Stay healthy and stay safe,

Respectfully,
Ralph Louis Davila
179 Bantam Lake Road
Morris, CT 06763
860-307-7484

From:
To:
Date:

Dylan Hovey
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com;
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:08:04 PM

Dave Wiig,
I am writing to you on behalf of my family and myself. It's come to my attention that South Farms has been under
scrutiny over the past few months regarding their summer program. Being a business owner in this town as well, I
saw the impact that covid had on our already very small community. Im sure a lot of us can agree when I say that
coming up with new and creative ideas to attract business is not as easy as it seems. We are fortunate to have such a
support system with our residents and even from those in surrounding towns. It's very sad to hear that our own
community is pushing for the failure of something that's brought us together during this challenging time. Ben
Paletsky was able to put this together and not only make it enjoyable but lucrative for him and other businesses in
Town and out of town. I am thankful that Ben was able to tackle the first step to opening back up and creating a way
for the town to get back to normal.
Best wishes
Dylan Hovey at Townes Farm LLC.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jim Davenport
Scott Eisenlohr
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Concert Series
Thursday, September 24, 2020 10:55:57 AM

Morris Planning & Zoning Commission
I am writing today in support of what Ben Paletsky is doing over at South Farms; in particular
the concert series. South Farms is my adjacent neighbor to the East and I am delighted to have
a neighbor with the perseverance & vision that Ben has.
The evolution of what has happened over there in the past several years has been
extraordinary. Ben's development has been tasteful, out of the box at times, but in my opinion
a wonderful addition to Morris.
I have attended many events over at South Farms over the years and I leave feeling grateful
that we have a venue such as this so close to where we live. For myself it makes having a
night out possible.
I am in the dark as to what issues have come up as a result of the venue itself as it relates to
the town; I'm sure there are several. I surely know that folks in town do have an opinion on
mostly everything. I also know that the venue is worth having, and I'm confident that Ben will
work with you to resolve all of the resulting issues.
I appreciate the time
Jim
-Jim Davenport Jr.
Harvest Moon Timber Frame
198 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
1-800-262-0004 Company Main
1-860-361-6665 Office
1-203-994-0517 cell
1-860-631-1003 fax

www.harvestmoontimberframe.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Barker
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Benjamin Paletsky; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com;
wiig@optonline.net
South Farms -Twilight Series
Thursday, September 24, 2020 10:40:14 AM

To whom it may concern;
I’m writing to you to express my extreme disappointment in the aggressive, and totally
unwarranted, witch hunt against South Farms; regarding the “Twilight Series”.
As a long time resident, and member of the community, I can say whole heartedly that
the Paletsky Family, and their events, are the glue that keeps Morris together.
Ben’s events have always been family centric, and have always had the sole focus on
supporting his community- one that his family has been supporting, and building, for
generations. Ranging from farmers markets, to local food trucks, to providing a beautiful
venue for people to get married, to now his twilight series-Ben is constantly thinking
outside the box of new ways to bring family, friends, and community together. I love
that he has shared his land to provide us with human interaction, laughter, and
togetherness, during a we so desperately need it. Not to mention Ben is yet again
supporting the local economy during a time when these restaurants, shops, and inns need
it the most. I would also like to point out, as a resident that lived on 109 for 8 years, I
never once was effected by noise, nor traffic, stemming from any events held at South
Farms, and I was a stones throw away.
I know that whenever the Paletsky’s have a new idea, they have the community’s best
interest at the forefront of their mind. We should be supporting this and working
together, instead of trying to tear it down. It would be a travesty for these events to end.
Sincerely,
L. Barker

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kenneth kearney
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:57:15 PM

Currently 10:28 p.m. on 9/22. The wildly inappropriate, maybe humorous, Bill Burr is yelling his head off.
Oh boy, four MORE shows.!!! Thanks for not stopping this. Is there some reason they keep adding
shows? Is Ben bound by contract to take every show Manic Presents wants to book? Why is South
Farms LLC. a wholly owned subsidiary of the New Haven Center for the Performing Arts? Who really
controls these events?
I don't care what Ben is telling you. These events are louder than they were when this started. Nothing is
turned down.
We have been working with an architect for a few months and hoped to apply for permits to renovate our
old house. This was to be a fairly expensive endeavor. We are starting to reconsider this venture and
unless we get some guarantee that this will NOT be allowed next spring/summer/fall, we probably won't
invest any more in this property. We have spent a lot of time and energy to make our home a refuge, we
have always cherished the quiet, natural surroundings. Thanks to Ben, that may be gone.
Elizabeth Kearney
85 Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jodiann Tenney
stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms Such an Asset
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 5:08:35 PM

Dear Morris Officials:
My family lives in Litchfield and we have been frequent attendees at South Farms events. Most recently,
we attended the comedy show which was part of the outdoor concert series. It was a wonderful night and
my husband and I remarked on how awesome it was to have such famous comedians in our "own back
yard."
South Farms is such a model of how creativity and hard work can keep businesses in our small, rural
communities alive. South Farms is a tremendous asset to residents of all the surrounding towns,
including Morris. And by putting Morris on the map, they are drawing in additional business to
surrounding towns.
We have heard of some complaints and have been disheartened to hear them. We hope that the town
commissions will continue to encourage all that South Farms is doing as they provide much needed
social opportunities for the people. Knowing the Paletsky family, they will continue to work with the
community to problem solve and find solutions to any existing complaints.
Sincerely,
Jodi and John Tenney
Town of Litchfield

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rhea Wasserman
wiig@optonline.net
firstselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms ‘ Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:44:16 PM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I would like to add my comments of support regarding the concerts at South Farms.   The pandemic is causing so
many problems to businesses and people’s “sanity”. I grew up in Morris and love the area. It is one of the most
beautiful parts of our country.   These concerts are giving people a much needed diversion ... a source of
entertainment in a safe environment while supplying about 70 jobs when revenue is down for many. Ben Paletsky
has been doing more than his share to keep the area vibrant. Residents have to do their part as well - to be kind,
helpful, and tolerant always - but especially during this crazy time in the world!
Thank you.
Rhea Wasserman
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jessy Dorsett
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
Benjamin Paletsky
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:09:42 PM

Good afternoon,
I was born and raised in Morris, and I have to say it’s so nice to see on social media and
in Rolling Stone Magazine that the wonderful little town I grew up in has been placed on
the map thanks to the amazing efforts of South Farms. I know Ben personally and know
his mission has always been community and how to bring others together. These
concerts have done just that and I fully support what he is doing.
In Kindness
Jessy Dorsett

-In Kindness,
Jessy Dorsett

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jan Sjogren
wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:53:52 PM

Tom and Tony
I’ve been watching the issues as they relate to the concert series at South Farms unfold from the sidelines, choosing
not to get involved in opinions and commentary on social media. Sharing your views on anything and everything in
Morris and the greater community becomes increasingly an issue when you are a business owner in Morris as you
always risk upsettting someone. I mean I even have one TV on with Fox and the other with CNN to stay as
apolitical as possible. With that said, I do feel compelled both as a benefiting business owner with 2 staff residing in
Morris and all staff (12) in Litchfield county, as well as a matter of principle to share with you my views and insight
on this matter.
The shows across the street has allowed the Barn to bring up our revenues almost back to pre pandemic levels and
hence has been a savior for the ongoing viability of the restaurant. So that’s a 55% increase in revenues for this short
period. I say almost as on the days when there isn’t a show, our revenues dip to about 35% compared to a show day
which as of right now accounts for a slight loss, maybe a break even. This extra revenue is so important to us I’m
not sure what will happen when the triple whammy hits at the end of October; no more shows, flu season and no
more outdoor seating. It’s likely this extra revenue has bought us some time into the winter but I’m still doubtful
we’ll make it. So for, in part, self preserving reasons, I am in full support of the concert series. Further, a lot of the
commentary around it has been focused on the pandemic and related safety protocols and concerns. I have been to a
couple of shows myself as well as working with the crew serving delivered food etc and I don’t think I’ve seen any
other venue or location, from the grocery store to Home Depot or your average restaurant where the safety
procedures are as impeccable and the actual physical distancing both at the concession stands and on the field are
likely safer than those at the locations mentioned above. I’m not going to challenge people complaining about the
noise as other locations may hear more, but I for one, cannot hear anything from the show stand that is situated
approximately 300 yards south of the barn. Not once.
With the above I would like to express my explicit support for the continuation of the concert series and I would be
happy to further support this notion as necessary or useful for the town to take action needed.
Kind regards
Jan

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Whipple, Robert
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:27:31 PM

I am writing to you in support of the South Farms Concert series happening in Morris, CT. In these times
business owners have to be creative in order to survive and put food on their table. Ben has done exactly
that by bringing these great concerts to our town. This is a great outlet for Morris residents as well as
others especially during these stressful times. Listening to music helps reduce stress according to many
studies. It can help relieve a person from anxiety, depression and other emotional and mental problems.
Music is also capable of eliminating physical exhaustion as it allows the body and mind to relax. I believe
we could all benefit from this during these difficult times. The venue is run very safe and efficiently and
the shows are usually done by 10:00 PM. I have heard nothing but great things from those that have
attended especially from quite a few Morris residents. I believe this is great strategy to strengthen our
town’s economies and provide a better way of life to people while maintaining the distinctive rural
character of the farm. Heck, if it was me that owned that property I would have sold to a developer and
moved to New Hampshire.
Great job Ben and your South Farms team!!!!
Best Regards,
Robert Whipple
------------------------------------------------------------------LANXESS Solutions US Inc.
Head of Customer Service NA PLA
2 Armstrong Road
Shelton, CT 06484
USA
Phone : (203) 573-3577
Fax : (203) 208-3990
Mobile : (203) 558-5192
Email : robert.whipple@lanxess.com
http://www.lanxess.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Matt Halpern
wiig@optonline.net
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms Events
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:14:59 PM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I recently attended a concert at South Farms and it was excellent. Lots of social distancing, great food and drink,
and a wonderful show. Everyone there appeared to love the opportunity to feel normal for a couple of hours during
the midst of the COVID pandemic, myself included. I am planning on coming to Morris (and bringing my wallet)
more often for other events.
I know that there have been several vocal complaints about the noise, but I trust Ben Paletsky can lower the decibel
levels to a reasonable and agreeable level as he fine tunes the concert logistics. I applaud him for doing such a
wonderful job in getting these culturally and economically needed events off the ground so quickly and so well.
Sincerely,
Matt Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John Murray
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:00:34 PM

Good Afternoon
   I am writing today to express my full support for the Twilight Concerts Series currently being staged on
the upper meadow of South Farms. What Ben Paletsky has created at South Farms during the past
decade – a stunningly gorgeous wedding venue, a herd of grass-fed Belted Galloway cattle, farmer’s
markets, and weekly community gatherings in the summer – is an extraordinary accomplishment.
I’ve had a front row seat to it all.
I have lived at 26 Watertown Road in Morris for the past 22 years, and finally bought the house from
Julie Ajazi last week. Morris is my home, a sanctuary from my journalism work in Waterbury, and I
suspect my last breath on Earth will be taken in this community. My property is surrounded by South
Farms on three sides, and when I stand in my yard I have a direct view of the concert venue.
   During performances I can clearly hear the music being played by the bands, but more than the drums
and electric guitars, I hear the sounds of life, and that gives me hope. We are in the middle of an historic
pandemic that has impacted the entire world, and all of us, every single resident in Morris, has felt an
impact from COVID-19. Maybe now we’re working from home or helping our kids with homework, maybe
our business was shut for months, or we’re on the frontlines of healthcare trying to save lives in a hospital
or nursing home.
   Ben Paletsky and South Farms did not escape a COVID-19 punch in the face. Ben lost dozens of
weddings and events, money that time and effort will not replace. In a crisis it’s the nimble and creative
that will survive, and Ben used those skills to create the Twilight Concert Series that has brought music
and joy to thousands of people - and jobs - in these dark and uncertain times. The pandemic is forecast to
be with us for another 12 months and it’s not out of the realm of possibilities that South Farms loses
another entire wedding season in 2021. It wasn’t that long ago that when a farmer got his tractor stuck in
the mud, the neighbors helped him pull it out. Times have changed.
   Ben Paletsky has been a terrific neighbor in Morris and he deserves community support as he tries to
navigate South Farms through the choppy waters of the pandemic.
   It might be helpful to get a big-picture perspective before zeroing in on noise complaints. The Twilight
Concert Series isn’t simply an agenda item for the Morris Planning and Zoning Commission, what Ben
has created with his socially distanced outdoor concert venue is a really big deal. South Farms has
received local, state and national attention, and has been mentioned in Rolling Stone Magazine. Ben has
created the most innovative music venue on the East Coast and this should be celebrated. I am very
proud of his accomplishment and admire his commitment to Morris, his dedication to preserving open
space, and the continued five-generation legacy of the Paletsky Family in this town.
   Some Morris residents are complaining that they moved to town for the peace and quiet of country
living and that music from the Twilight Concert Series is negatively impacting their quality of life. Is the
noise real? Of course it is. And so is the sound of a gun-shots fired every afternoon from a resident on
Higbie Road, and the roar of lawn mowers and chainsaws before 8 am.
   I’ve listened to a few of my neighbors complain about the music coming from South Farms the past six
weeks and believe it is important to acknowledge their concerns, but it is also important to remind anyone
living directly on Route 63 that they do not live in a quiet zone. We might wish for nothing but the sounds
of chirping crickets, the cawing of crows, and the gurgle of rushing water from East Morris Brook as it

flows through town. But that is not reality. The rumble of motorcycles on Route 63 vibrates our homes,
and the half-mile from the intersection with Route 109 heading towards Watertown is a drag strip 18
hours a day. We are inundated with man-made sound all day, every day, and we adjust and learn to live
with it.
   Ben has followed all local and state laws in creating an innovative and game-changing venue for South
Farms, and the concerts are always over at a reasonable time (approximately 9:30 pm). As the closest
neighbor to South Farms in Morris I have nothing but admiration for what he has created and fully support
his innovative effort to keep his business afloat; an effort that has rippled across the music industry, and
sent some beautiful music across the meadows, over a stone wall, and into my ears.
By working together, we can help Ben Paletsky pull South Farms out of the pandemic ditch, so he can
continue to provide a hub for community life in Morris. This is what neighbors used to do, and we can do it
again. Thank you.
Best wishes,
John Murray
26 Watertown Road
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Paula Halpern
wiig@optonline.net
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms" Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:30:31 AM

Dear Mr. Wiig,
I just wanted to show my support for the South Farms' concerts. I attended one a few weeks ago and thought it was
amazing. To create such a special atmosphere during these crazy times is what really sets it apart. Ben Paletsky is
diligently working to lessen the neighborhood noise for the future. The fact that this also employs so many residents
is just an added plus. Although I am not a resident, I’ve been coming to Morris since 1967 and this is one of the best
things that I’ve seen come to this town.
Thank you,
Paula Halpern

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dawn F
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Thankful and supportive of South Farms Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:29:35 AM

I am writing this note in thanks and support of the South Farms concerts. It is amazing to me that we have such a
terrific venue for live events right here in our beautiful town.
We have purchased tickets for several concerts and have enjoyed the music, the food, and the ability to safely attend
a concert.
The events are well organized and the safety health checks are efficient and helpful. Most importantly these events
give us a chance to feel less isolated and also support our local vendors AND performers which is critical to helping
our economy survive this terrible pandemic.
I am so grateful to South Farms and the Town of Morris for supporting these terrific concerts and look forward to
attending them for decades to come.
With gratitude,
Dawn Fiddler
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Matt Man
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
Support for Concert Series in Morris
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:14:11 AM

To Whom This May Concern It is my privilege to compose this note to you regarding the concert series at S. Farms. I am a
strong advocate
for live music. In a time of dread and despair, the outdoor concerts have provided my friends,
family and community
an avenue for hope and vision of better days. I have attended a few concerts and have been
pleasantly surprised by
how well the venue organizers considered the health and safety of guests as well as
employees. The concerts seem
to benefit others in the community as well by providing secure employment, extending
economic growth into the
surrounding businesses and leaving a sense of optimism that hasn't been seen since the
pandemic's start. I thank
Mr. Ben Paletsky for having the courage and foresight to run a successful venue while also
doing the best he can
to consider others' positions. I recognize not everyone may be in favor of such a venue, but
realizing how the pros
outweigh the cons is also something I hope you will consider.
In short, I support this concert series and thank the town of Morris along with Mr. Paletsky for
offering a bit of light
in an otherwise dark time.
Sincerely,
Matthew C. Saccoman
207 West Street
Goshen, CT 06756
860-387-5768

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Paul Mauro
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
Concert Series at South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:28:17 AM

Good morning,
I am writing as a musician and patron of the Twilight Concert Series at South Farms. I have
had the pleasure of attending several concerts in this inaugural season. Throughout the years I
have seen the creative genius of Ben Paletsky at work as he constantly adapts and evolves his
business and property with changing times. This concert series truly exemplifies that fact.  
The concerts I have attended this season were very well organized and orderly. The covid-19
guidelines for health and safety were strictly enforced including temperature checks, health
surveys, masks, and of course social distancing at all times. At no time did I see any exception
to this or anyone trying to break these rules.
Every area of the property was very well staffed to ensure order at all times. The parking area
was heavily patrolled to ensure safety and prevent tailgating or any other unsanctioned/unsafe
activity. Traffic seemed to flow seamlessly both entering and exiting.
The shows I attended were primarily solo or trio acts with acoustic guitar and minimal
percussion. The volume level was quite low compared to a typical concert. It really wasn't
much louder than a typical show on a town green or the town beach. I know noise is one of
the concerns, but levels can always be adjusted and sound can be redirected.
The fact that the majority of these shows are selling out, even at a high price, shows that in a
difficult time, a very necessary service is being provided--allowing people an opportunity to
have a safe place to go for top quality entertainment/recreation. This also benefits local
businesses with increased traffic and interest in this area.
In my experience as a musician, Ben and his staff have always been very reasonable to work
with and very generous. I will continue to attend events and support at South Farms this
season and I would urge you to support this endeavor as well.
Sincerely,
Paul Mauro

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Alycia Isabelle
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.et; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farms the best place to happen in 2020 - for me!
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:12:42 AM

To whom it may concern,
I am sending this email to the town of Morris to show my appreciation for their support of South
Farms concert series. As a small local business and homeowner in the next town over, I am
encouraged and grateful to have this concert series in our backyard. As sponsorship director of
Black Bear Music Festival, I was so discouraged that we were unable to have our annual festival in
Goshen this year. Music is good for the soul and positive during these trying times. I think South
Farms has done an incredible job to keep everyone safe, creating a date night out, and enjoying the
company of others…socially distanced of course. Economically – I could only imagine it has done
wonders for the town. Bringing in new people to try restaurants in the surrounding area, testing out
local food trucks, and beverages from again local sources like Litchfield distillery. Thank you Morris –
for supporting the concert series. It has brought so much happiness to many people, that didn’t
think they could get out this year safely.
Alycia Isabelle

Alycia Isabelle

| PRESIDENT
Office 860-542-5910 :: Fax 860-542-5843 :: Cell 860-318-5700 :: Email alycia@mi-ms.com

MI INTEGRATED MEDIA :: Dedicated To Providing Your Integrated Direct Response Marketing
Solutions
CONNECT WITH US :: www.mi-ms.com :: facebook :: twitter:: instagram

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Perkel
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
bpaletsky@southfarms.org
South Farm
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:53:34 AM

To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing this letter in full support of Ben Peletsky and his incredible "Twilight on
the Farm" concert series. I am writing this not only as a local business owner, a local
physician and a local musician, but also as a huge live music fan. I have personally
attended 3 of the shows and have tickets to 2 more events (so far). This series of
concerts and live comedy events have brought a huge economic benefit to this area,
as well as being an amazing one of a kind cultural experience for those of us lucky
enough to be able to go. This cultural significance has been so important that
national media outlets such as Rolling Stone magazine and Live for Live music online
blog has been featuring the series as a model of how to bring back live music in this
very difficult pandemic environment. The intangible positive effects of enjoying music
and laughing at some of the best comedians in a time like ours cannot be overstated.
My personal stress working through these crazy medical times has been alleviated
by just knowing that I have the music on the farm to look forward to! But more
importantly, I have witnessed the economic effects to the local area as multiple
friends from other parts of Connecticut have traveled to the events, stayed in local
inns and hotels, had pre show dinners and local restaurants and have gotten more
familiar with our beautiful region for future tourist stops, I'm sure. This is no doubt a
huge economic boon to our community and should be supported, encouraged and
should be the envy of others!
As a physician I have been so impressed by the steps that Ben has implemented that
ensure that we are not only having a great time and getting some much needed
culture, but it is being done in a safe manner with covid health forms being done prior
to entrance, masks and social distancing.
In conclusion, I am fully in support of Ben Peletsky's South Farm concert series and I
am impressed at how quickly he has adjusted his business in such a way that he can
continue to keep his farm running so one day it can go back to hosting weddings and
other local community based events that also have invaluable effects on our local
economy and the reputation of our region as a travel destination. I can't wait until I
can again drive past the cattle to the top of the fields and sit under the stars listening
to more talented musicians doing what they do best.
Sincerely,
Jason Perkel, MD, FAAP
Owner, Northwest Hills Pediatrics
http://www.nwhillspeds.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ryan Taylor
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com;
bpaletsky@yahoo.com
Morris resident who supports south farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:34:02 AM

I would just like to write a quick note in support of South Farms new music venue. We are
experiencing unprecedented times and I applaud Ben Paletsky and his team for creating this venue.
It not only supports his family, but helps provide jobs for countless other workers, performers etc. In
addition, the success of this venue will help to keep South Farms as a viable farm/tourism business
for years to come. Losing that asset to a housing development would be far worse for our
community. I understand that there are complaints from several members of the community. I am
confident that Ben will work tirelessly to address their concerns and minimize any perceived impact
the performances have on them.
Best regards,
Ryan Taylor
Morris CT Resident
Ryan Taylor
Technical Service
Five Star Products, Inc.
60 Parrott Drive
Shelton, CT 06484-4733
Office:(203) 336-7922
Cell:(203) 339-1028
taylorr@fivestarproducts.com
www.FiveStarProducts.com

NOTICE: This email and/or attachments may contain confidential or proprietary information which may be legally
privileged. It is intended only for the named recipient(s). If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this
email, please notify the author by replying to this message.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Mangini
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; 1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky
South Farms Impact
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:14:34 AM

To Whom It May Concern,
As we find ourselves in an ever changing environment, I couldn’t be more proud to see the
evolution of South Farms, as well as my hometown of Morris. Over the past 16 years,
commuting long distances has been a consistent part of my life due to working in the arts,
entertainment and production field. Combined with the current pandemic, my family’s
financial situation has never been in more jeopardy.
Enter the concert series at South Farms. A beacon of hope - for our finances, the ability to
work locally, and to support my friends and neighbors. Not only has this new opportunity in
town revitalized my business, but it has also shown the ability to revitalize our entire
community. This modern exploitation of our rural environment will have a positive ripple
affect on the surrounding businesses, farms and agriculture. It is clear that the agritourism
market is here, and the leadership at South Farms is headed in a productive, sustainable
direction for the surrounding farmland. These are the means needed to make Morris a
resilient town, while preserving the open space we all love.
Sincerely,
Jason Mangini
127 Esthers Lane
Morris, CT

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Eliot A. Wadsworth
1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com; wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Ben Paletsky
re: the concert series at South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:52:23 AM

Good morning all –
I write to express my support for the concert series at South Farms. I understand that the evening
events likely inconvenience some residents (traffic, noise, etc.) but I believe that, on balance, Ben’s
continued efforts to draw visitors to Morris and build the local economy are to be applauded.
Indeed, as a fellow local business owner, I find Ben’s ability to pivot, in the face of an unprecedented
interruption of South Farm’s usual operations, truly remarkable. It is, I believe, in the town’s best
interest to trust that Ben, in turn, has the town’s best interests at heart.
Thank you for your time & attention,
Eliot
………………………………
Eliot A. Wadsworth
White Flower Farm
Office: (860) 496-9624 x6301
Mobile: (917) 514-1917

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

1st Selectman
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
FW: South Farms
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:08:28 AM

-----Original Message----From: Kelly Taylor [mailto:kelly71474@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6:56 PM
To: tom weik <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>; wiig@optinline.net
Subject: South Farms
Often the voices of those complaining about something are louder than the
voices of those who support something. My fear is, because there are people
loudly opposing the Twighlight Series at South Farms, you may not be hearing
from those in support of the concert series.
There has been huge overwhelming amounts of support on facebook, I’m
concerned that won’t translate over formally to all of you.
As a neighbor of South Farms I LOVE the Twighlight concert series. To sit
outside at night in my pajamas in my own backyard listening to live music
has been a gift. I don’t hear it every night, but I wish i could.
I support Ben and his team 100 percent. For my own enjoyment but more so for
the businesses in town, for his team & he/his family and their families, for
the artists, the crews and for the community. Ben has really done a
tremendous thing here, he and his team. They deserve kudos, gratitude and
congratulations!!!
thank you for your time.
Please forward this email to the town planning and zoning commission and
anyone else appropriate.
Kelly Taylor
82 Litchfield Rd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ed Dorsett
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Twilight Concerts
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:19:01 AM

I am so supportive of what Ben has done for the citizens of Morris and the general public during this time of the
COVID-19. It is a bright spot...in a time when there aren’t many...rather concerts than housing developments! Judy
Dorsett
Sent from my iPad
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Paula Rischard
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concert Series
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:09:05 AM

The South Farms concert series has done so much good for this community and I hope it can
continue on some level.
Although I am sensitive to the opinions of those who have concerns about noise, traffic,
safety, etc., I have every confidence that Ben Paletsky and his team will be able to accomplish
whatever modifications   necessary to alleviate these obstacles.
Please consider all who benefit from this venue. It has truly put Morris “on the map.”
Paula Rischard
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

anna carfield
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South farms concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 10:30:06 PM

To whom it may concern...I am without a doubt in support of the concerts/comedy shows at South Farms and know
for a fact that they are bringing business to the area because I have met multiple people who have come to town just
to see their favorite act...we should be embracing this for the treasure it is instead of looking for any negativity...I
know one lady compared it to limerock...well limerock adds to their community and brings people from all over the
country including many business people and even celebrities who then settle in the area...and limerock is the sound
of racing cars not beautiful music...FYI the home values in the Salisbury are higher than the home values in Morris
so obviously that attraction hasn’t hurt real estate... I work in the service industry and I have yet to hear one
remotely negative comment...locals as well as people from other areas are beyond supportive ...it is so disappointing
that anyone would find negativity in this very positive venture and to be quite honest I’m jealous of the people that
get to hear the music
Please don’t blow this for our town...
Anna Carfield
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Georgia LoPresti Meckes
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townofmorris.com; Ben Paletsky; Georgia LoPresti Meckes; wiig@optonline.net
Letter of Support, South Farms Concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:53:28 PM

Honorable Board and Selectmen,
I would like to submit a letter of support for the Concerts and Comedy at South Farms.
As a new community member of East Morris, with children at WAMOGO and James Morris
elementary, I have enjoyed these concerts and think they are terrific! They have provided a
nearby, respite for social time & cultural enjoyment- right in our neighborhood. I’ve had the
pleasure and opportunity to see musical and comedy acts I never would have, otherwise. I also
felt comfortable bringing both of my children to their “first concerts” in an environment that is
safe and welcoming.
I also think that it’s been a brilliant way for this third-generation business to pivot during
unprecedented times.
The noise has not made any negative impact on my family’s livelihood and we live adjacent to
the farm at the intersection of rt 63 and 109. In fact, if we hear much at all, we open our
windows- as it helps us fall asleep.
I support the concerts and hope they stay!
Respectfully,
Georgia LoPresti Meckes
-Georgia LoPresti Meckes

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ed And Judy
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Special meeting.
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:50:58 PM

Just watched the special meeting regarding the concerts at South Farms. I would guess that we live around a mile
from the stage. Usually we can hear nothing. When we have heard sound it was very faint and could not hear it
indoors. Went to one concert and was very impressed with all of the protocols regarding Covid. This is a unique
time. I fully support what Ben is doing. I would hate to see the South Farm property end up as a subdivision or
mall. Seems to me this is a positive for an economy that needs all the help it can get. I would also like to
compliment the Board for a good Zoom meeting.   Ed Dorsett.   111 South Street.     Morris.
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen Bellmay
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 8:55:00 PM

HelloTodd and I just wanted you to know that we have been enjoying the concerts just over
the hill. We’ve been to 4 so far and have 2 more scheduled. All of our kids have gone
to some as well. We think what Ben has created is a great thing for the town and
community. We understand some of the concerns from those living in closer
proximity. We can hear it from our house too sometimes but actually enjoy it. As there
are just a few more weeks left of their season, we hope that they will be allowed to
continue. We suggest lowering the volume to appease those who are disturbed by it,
and also reassuring them that if in the future they plan to continue limit the events to
weekends, or if during the week a smaller, quieter atmosphere and not so frequent.
Sincerely,
Maureen & Todd Bellmay

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Gerri Kenniston
wiig@optonline.net; planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
1stselectman@townifmorris.com
Concerts at South Farm
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:49:34 PM

I am emailing you to send my support to Ben Paletsky for his tremendous efforts to bring live music to Morris.
Ben has worked very hard to make this happen, following all the required protocols.
I have attended a concert and have tickets for two more. It was an absolute success and enjoyable- very much
needed in this time of COVID.
And very much needed for the town of Morris!
Thank you,
Gerri Kenniston
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Harrison
Planning & Zoning
Concerts at South Farms
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:21:17 PM

Dear David and Commissions Members,
I am writing to express my concern for the concerts at South Farms. Finally we have something great happening in
Morris and once again the nay sayers are trying to squelch it. As a recent member Morris Planning and Zoning I
remember when Mr. Paletsky came in to speak with us about all the possibilities that might happen at his Farm and I
distinctively remember concerts being one of them.
From what I understand about the concerts, Mr. Paletsky is doing everything he can to keep the sound in check and
is working with sound engineers, daily, to improve it.
I support these concerts and the revenue it’s bringing to all of the businesses in town. I hope the Planning and
Zoning commission will not allow themselves to be bullied by the same people who always find something to
complain about.
Respectfully,
Lisa M Harrison

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; The427king@yahoo.com
RE: re[2]: Posting on town site
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:02:17 PM

Dear all commmissioners
Last nights meeting was very enlightening.
Bens plan to continue concerts at South farms was very clear despite no improvement to the
volume coming from these professional bands. As a matter of fact, they have been louder than
ever. He "hopes to have solutions in the spring".
Now that you are aware of his plans and your mistakes giving him a list of considerations is
something the board needs to do when he comes back and fills out an appropriate apllication
properly, Not now. We are in week two with you and he gave his answer to the volume.
There is nothing that can be done about that list you came up with, not Now!!
I urge you all to review his current plans for the current bussines, not this new one. I urge you
to review the zoning regulations for his property and to cease any further conditions and
implement a Ciest and Desist order immediately. Ben just told you his plan and others have
told you he is booking out until The Spring 2021.
This commissions responsibly is to this entire community not just South Farms for every week
you delay this his plans are in quick motion. Again you have been notified by other in this
community he has been planning this for a couple of years.
He can appeal the C&D and still keep his concerts going with no hardship.
The longer you wait the more he plans.
In the meantime , I am asking this commssiion to drive around and drive through every
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday and take notes and make your own
observations, from Now until they hopefully end in OCT. He never said they were ending in
Oct, did he? What we need is the process for the future to be upheld!
Thank you,
Lori KIbbe
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 6:31 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Posting on town site
Lori

Efforts will be made to make it clear that you and Chuck are not the only ones commenting. Regardless, it was
Kevin DeRoehn who was the first to ask questions. I will read other e-mails into the record and try to get them
posted on the town website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 14:57:05 -0400
Subject: re: Posting on town site
  

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
One More Question
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:40:06 PM

Steve
While with 20 some dates on the calendar, Municipal Estoppel applies; however, come November there are not
likely to be a large number of dates on the calendar. Additionally, with the current COVID expiration of February,
it doesn't make sense to make commitments for the Spring. Therefore, we have a window in which Municipal
Estoppel doesn't really apply.
Another idea was suggested to me. It is much in the same vein of the idea above. That is to issue a Cease and
Desist now, while allowing him to continue through October.
This is based on two things. One is that the music seems to be getting louder. The other is that with the sound
becoming more of an issue, we may not want this to pickup again in the spring if COVID is extended. What are
your thoughts on both of these options.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 6:31:42 PM

Lori
Efforts will be made to make it clear that you and Chuck are not the only ones commenting. Regardless, it was
Kevin DeRoehn who was the first to ask questions. I will read other e-mails into the record and try to get them
posted on the town website.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 14:57:05 -0400
Subject: re: Posting on town site
  

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.

Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

k2kearney@yahoo.com
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms Concerts
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:10:44 PM
IMG_1289.JPG
Untitled attachment 00016.txt

Thought you should see a picture of the pool and hot tub that I can’t enjoy on most weekend nights because I
CAN’T TURN THE MUSIC DOWN!
Elizabeth Kearney
Anderson Rd.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: Several Questions Regarding southFarms
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:04:24 PM

Planning and Zoning
Here is an e-mail from Steve based on a question from Chuck Alexinas.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:47:36 -0400
Subject: Re: Several Questions Regarding southFarms
  

The 'may be allowed' has no real effect on the validity of the approval of the zoning permit.Â
Also, there was no need to publish a notice of the approval.
Â
This approval expires with the Governor's emergenyc powers and the Executive Order under
which the outdoor venue was approved, 7 MM, specifically states that it does not create a
nonconforming use.
Thus, anyone being harmed by this temporary use should get a small amount of solace from the
fact that it is temporary.
Of note:Â the General Statutes do provide the PZC with the authority to require zoning permits
be published in the same manner as its decisions.Â An amendment to the zoning regulations
would ne needed to require this.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 9:59 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
We are attempting to work with Ben Paletsky to see if it is possible to manage some issues.Â
We have decided that it would be Municipal Estoppel, at least it is with the slate full of events

over the next month and a half.Â This was also done because, a Cease and Desist will not stop
the music, it only limits our leverage.
Along the way there have been conversations with frustrated neighbors.Â For the most part it
is the usual frustration over the noise that Ben seems to be unable to manage.Â Regardless, a
few questions have come up that I would like you to comment on.
These questions are:
1. Do Tony's comments that it "may be allowed" under COVID make the approval make the
approval suspect?
2. Did the approval need to be published?
My take on this is that the answer to both questions is no.Â Â Regardless, I am not as familiar
as you are with all of this.Â Therefore, please let me know what the answers are.
DaveÂ Â

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Fwd: South Farms Concerts Complaints
Monday, September 21, 2020 3:02:00 PM

Planners and Zoners
Another message from the community.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
To: wiig@optonline.com
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:14:01 -0400
Subject: Fwd: South Farms Concerts Complaints
  

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Scott Simmons <ssimmons@pepco-ft4.com>
Date: September 21, 2020 at 11:10:48 AM EDT
To: Scott Simmons <scottquiethills@yahoo.com>
Subject: South Farms Concerts Complaints
?

Hi David,
I’m at 56 Slab meadow Rd (first House on right). We can see the back of the stage and
parking area from my deck. The noise is beyond unacceptable. While we may be tolerant
of an occasional concert (Like two a month) on a Saturday, the nearly seven day a week
progression of events is intolerable.
While I appreciate Ben’s position in wanting to find new ways to generate revenue during
the pandemic, it shouldn’t come at the expense of so many others whose quality of life is
impacted by these concerts.
I cannot attend the zoom meeting this evening, but I’d like to stay informed regarding this
matter, and join any concerted effort to stop these events. Please enter this email into
the record. Can you please tell me how I can attain the meeting minutes from last
Wednesday’s meeting and this evening’s meeting minutes as well?
Thank You,
Scott & Jill Simmons
56 Slab Meadow Rd
Morris CT

860-806-8186
scottquiethills@yahoo.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concerts/Meeting Tonight
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:59:39 PM

All
Here is one of several messages that will be sent over the course of this afternoon.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: <hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Wiig@optonline.net" <Wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 16:00:15 +0000
Subject: Concerts/Meeting Tonight
  

Hello David,

As a resident of East Morris for over 30 years, I am deeply concerned about the concerts taking place at South Farms. The noise these
concerts produce is horrific to a lot of people. I have already voiced a concern about this, but until I read in the Waterbury Rep. who was in
charge, I guess my previous email didn’t get t the right place. So I am adding it to the bottom of this email.
I understand there is a meeting tonight and hopefully something can be done for the future. I can see there is no recourse for this year and
we will have to endure the month of October (or pray for RAIN). My real concern is for 2021. There is no reason for this to continue next
year. It would be a travesty to the people of East Morris, not to mention the repercussions that will take place if this goes forward in 2021.
On one of the websites, it looks like they’re already booking for next year. Ben Paletsky is not the only person in this town with rights.
Also, what was P&Z thinking when you unleashed this on our town?
Please do not allow this next year while there is still time to revoke anything for 2021..  
Also, I had to laugh when the owner of Winvian said how wonderful it was for their business. Well, it wouldn't be so wonderful if the
concerts were near them, and it definitely wouldn’t be good for business! Another case of “not in my backyard.”
You may also want to take into consideration COVID19. With all these concerts and all these people pouring into town, what are they
bringing with them, especially if this virus wields its ugly head harder again? Who’s checking?
I would appreciate you and your committee taking some of these concerns into consideration at this evening’s meeting, the same way Ben
Paletsky’s have been. Below is my previous correspondence.
Thank you ,
Helen White?
13 East Morris Lane
Morris
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From: hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:33 PM
To: Tom Weik
Subject: Farm Concerts
Tom,
I hesitated to send the email below, which I was going to send last night, but then tonight we had whatever was at South Farms sounding like
people were shouting out on our road (10:45 pm). Then I decided to look online, and what to my surprise… we have days and days of this
to put up with. Their farm is not out in the sticks so that loud microphones, bands etc. don't bother other people. Is there any recourse for
the rest of us?
Thank you,
Helen
--------------------------------------Hello Tom,
As I write this, it's difficult to even hear our own TV over the thumping, banging and shouting coming from the farm concert. It's Tuesday
night and I thought after 4 days of concerts it would finally be quiet, but no. This is the worst! And that's not to mention last weekend too.
How long do we have to put up with this? Maybe they could turn the sound system in a different direction and entertain a different part of
town. Do homeowners have any rights, or just the Paletskys? In all the years I've lived on East Morris Lane there hasn't even been a next
door neighbor that’s played anything as loud as this.
Also, aside from the noise, now there’s increased traffic speeding up and down 109.

I'm sorry to take this out on you, but I don't know who to complain to. Can anything be done, or is this what life in Morris is going to look
like?
Thank you,
Helen White
Sent from Surface Pro
From: Tom Weik
Sent: ?Thursday?, ?September? ?10?, ?2020 ?7?:?37? ?AM
To: hwhite6799@sbcglobal.net
Helen,
Thank you for reaching out with these concerns. I have been in contact with Ben Paletsky and the promotor of the concerts with the issues
that residents have brought up. I know they are working on the noise issue on a daily basis and hopefully they find the right mix soon. I will
contact Ben today and let him know that someone from your area is experiencing the excessive noise as well. I do know that this is not the
plan for the future years, but it was to be something to get the venue through this season. I will let you know what I find out.
Thank you,
Tom
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Sent from Windows Mail

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:57:07 PM

Thats unfortunate!
I am asking that all communications be listed. Or take mine down than!!!
If not today, than tomorrow.
This is not an issue between just Lori and Ben!
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/21/20 2:47 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re: Posting on town site
Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Posting on town site
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:47:13 PM

Lori
That was what was available when the agenda was posted. I have shared the others with the board. I will try to
get them loaded to the website; however, I had asked that Ben's message be posted and it was not done.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 21 Sep 2020 11:28:07 -0400
Subject: Posting on town site
  

David,

Can you explain to me why only my emails are posted and noone else but one from CHUCK?
I know other people have reached out to you.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Monday, September 21, 2020 10:58:41 AM
Screenshot_20200921-093251_Chrome.jpg

Dear All,
Attached is a statement written in the rolling stone article from Sept 10th 2020.
I am adding for the record.
Thank you,
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.

Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:28:46 PM

Thank you.
We would like to know from BEN if the sound wi be decreased this week
Yes or NO. If no, a detailed explanation
And we want to know if Oct 22nd is the last show there.
Yes or No. if no, explain in details.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Pic south farms night time
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:30:22 PM
IMG_8094(1).jpg

Planning and Zoning
Attached is a picture of southFarms from the Trotta Lane area. It shows the bright lights people are talking about.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 21:12:00 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Pic south farms night time
  

David. Here is the pic discussed . Chuck

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: South Farms
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:13:41 PM

Planning and Zoning
Here is another e-mail for review.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Adele Terrell <delterrell56@gmail.com>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Sat, 19 Sep 2020 11:19:17 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for. I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of
the other members of the board into agreeing with you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into
the P&Z and speaking with many people it Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South
Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Adele Terrell
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Kevin Deroehn
re: South Farms
Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:09:03 PM

Adele
Thank you for your e-mail. I appreciate the comments and am actually trying to stay impartial on the matter. The
statement was a point of information. If it was felt to be patronizing, that was not the intent; however, in hindsight
that is a fair response to the statement too. Additionally, there are other issues at play like traffic, loitering and
lighting.
We have taken a first step is trying to properly manage the situation. The whole process is far from over. We will
see if the operation can be dialed back and if all the issues can be addressed.
Dave
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Adele Terrell <delterrell56@gmail.com>
TO:        wiig@optonline.net
DATE:      Sat, 19 Sep 2020 11:19:17 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms
Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for. I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of
the other members of the board into agreeing with you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into
the P&Z and speaking with many people it Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South
Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: New Recording 8
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:59:39 AM
New Recording 8.m4a

Commissioners
Here is the third in the series of recordings discussed earlier. Number 11 was the second. I think there is a fourth
from a different location that was sent.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ed <elillis@optonline.net>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 22:12:50 -0400
RE:   New Recording 8
?Hi Dave. Ed Lillis here. I was asked to send you some recordings from my house. This is what my kids and I are
hearing at 177 East street.
On another note I didn’t agree with your comment at the zoom meeting Wednesday about harvest moon being good
neighbors. They have not stuck to the terms of the PDD you created for them. Trucks overnight with engines
running , before and after hours deliveries, wood stacked over the limit. Cutting with the doors open, working on
Saturday and Sunday and no enforcement from the zeo. And I have been physically threatened by Peter Davenport
for recording violations. You should watch your comments.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill
Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Concerts at South Farm
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:54:37 AM

Morris Planning and Zoning           
Here is another e-mail on the southFARMS matter.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: renee normandin <reneenormandin@sbcglobal.net>
TO:   wiig@optonline.net
DATE: Sat, 19 Sep 2020 21:33:26 +0000 (UTC)
RE:   Concerts at South Farm
Good Evening
I would like to address the concerts series/shows happening at South Farms. The noise is unacceptable. First let me
say I love that it employs 40+ new folks, esp during this time. I love concerts. I can even appreciate an occasional
weekend concert on the Farm but this weekday after weekday after weekday is NOT OKAY. Constant Boom boom
boom for hours .I work full time as a registered nurse. I work long hard hours, I come home to relax & I canâ€™t. I
also have a special needs son, I now have to put a fan on high and/or someÂ other kind of white noise as he
canâ€™t sleep, not to mention some nights it scares him. Also school has begun againâ€¦little tough toÂ study, do
homework etc. An occasional weekend concert I get it ,this constant every night...itâ€™s needs to stop. I have to
shut my windows on a beautiful autumn evening, I turn up the television volume, not working. Believe me when I
say I grew up in CT and I support and always have, all of CT local farms, small businessesÂ etcÂ I may not have
grown up or lived in Morris my whole life but I love it here. There has got to be a solution for this problemâ€¦Yes it
is a problem. Have a great and quiet night, stay safe.
I have sent the above email to Mr Weik as well ,but I left a couple of things out of that email .My street especially
my driveway have become the turnaround spot perhaps for those folks who are lost...and lets not forget to mention
the half dozen or more who think my road is the new perfect public urinal. Hoping the town addresses and fixes all
these issues.Looking forward to hearing from someone.
Regards
C. Renee Normandin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Audio from Edillis from last night.
Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:43:33 AM
New Recor001.amr

Everyone
Here is the first of three recordings from the area around American Country Barns. The next two are from Ed Lillis.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 22:02:47 -0400
Subject: Audio from Edillis from last night.
  

This was in his house with the doors and windows closed.
Tonight is very quiet solo artist.
Was heaven to have peace
Thank you
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: Need information please
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:17:11 PM

Planners and Zoners
Another one from Lori.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 13:05:58 -0400
Subject: Re: Need information please
  

Also Tom we will be reviewing all the sectors for this new music venueprovided to us by the
TAH.
I do not see a sanitation plan in the paper work David Wiig provided me.
This would be different from the wedding Venue as it is in a new zone.
Thank you,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: 1st Selectman <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: 9/18/20 1:01 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Need information please
I’m the Covid municipal official for morris. Contact Torrington Area Health District for the plan.
Tom
On Fri, Sep 18, 2020 at 12:07 PM lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Tom,
Can you provide me with the following who:
covid municipal designee
Also would you have the plan for the proposed sanitation there or is that Pand Z.
Thank you in advance,
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Regarding South Farms
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:12:37 PM
IMG_4176.MOV
IMG_4181.MOV

Planning and Zoning
Here is the first of a number of e-mails that have been received.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: "Klusak, Aneta" <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 16:04:15 -0400
Subject: Regarding South Farms
  

Dear Mr. Wiig,Â

I apologize if you have already received this message from me via the
"planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com" e-mail account, but I wanted to make sure my
experience from 2 miles away from South Farms was documented for the consideration of the
Planning and Zoning Committee.
Thank you,Â
Aneta Klusak
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Klusak, Aneta <klusaka@brookfieldps.org>
Date: Thu, Sep 17, 2020 at 3:37 PM
Subject: Regarding South Farms
To: <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Hello,Â
My name is Aneta Klusak and I am a resident of Morris, located at the end of Isaiah Smith Lane
and about 2 miles from the South Farms venue. Due to theÂ fields between us, sound is traveling
very, very clearly... even if the venue is within legal limits.Â
I have been in contact with the first selectman and he has let me know that your committee has
been meeting. I am forwarding you my latest e-mail to him below. I am also happy to come to
one of your Zoom meetings or cooperate with you any way possible to see this resolved. Thank
you for your help!
Sincerely,Â
Aneta Klusak
9/16/2020
Dear Mr. Weik,Â
Please find attached videos of different shows recorded from my porch and a map showing

where I am. My perception is that the volume has somehow increased. We live in an old house,
and I can hear the beat in every room of my home with the windows closed. I can now even hear
the crowd cheering, which shows how well the sound travels over the fields between us and the
farm even if they are meeting a legal decibel limit. I ask you to please travel the area during a
show for the full effect. Youâ€™re welcome to hear it from inside our home.Â
I cannot imagine that anyone in Litchfield County - or the rest of the state? - is suddenly being
forced to live with a rock stadium in their backyard without a vote or neighborhood
approval.Â My mother has health issues and is distressed by this five nights a week. I teach in
Brookfield and come home late, unable to concentrate on lesson planning because of this. The
situation simply exceeds the limits of reason. Itâ€™s an invasive burden on residents who have
always had peace here.Â
We have sympathy for a business trying to continue under pandemic restrictions, but our chief
worry is that this is not a temporary measure. What is the town going to do? When exactly do the
permits for this expire? And what is the ownerâ€™s plan for the farm in the future, when
restrictions are lifted? Our nerves would be calmed with reassurance that this is not the new
normal.Â
Thank you for your understanding and intervention.Â
Sincerely,Â
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Adele Terrell
wiig@optonline.net
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com; Kevin Deroehn
South Farms
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:19:20 AM

Dear, Mr Wiig
I personally am in no way affected by anything that goes on at South Farms, as I don’t live on that side of town.
My reason for writing this letter is to emphasize, that as Chairman of the Planning and Zoning I feel you should
refrain from making any comments in regards to what you can and cannot hear from South Farms if you live
anywhere in the vicinity! I fell your remark made at this weeks meeting about having you windows open and not
finding the noise offensive was totally uncalled for.
I would take that remark as if you were trying to Persuade all of the other members of the board into agreeing with
you.                     After reading the letters than have been sent into the P&Z and speaking with many people it
Certainly appears that there is a huge problem with the concerts at South Farms. It’s time the Morris residents took
their town back from certain controlling people!
Regards,
Adele Terrell
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Saturday, September 19, 2020 11:07:40 AM

Got it. Thank you.
It was a quiet Friday evening with solo mellow proformer and SAT there is noone listed to
play.. It was heaven not to here what we heard Thursday night.
I asked Tom Wiek for the sanitation plan for that new location since it is not being held at the
old wedding Venue of South farms of which the current incomplete application was filed.
Even thou this is said to be "Possibly under Covid" all applications are still required.
Tom Wiek being the "municipal enforcement designee" for the town of Morris should be
able to provide us with the information required under the Gov excutive order, "Sector Rules"
As we sort this through,when you read through the multiple pages of the "Sector RULES",
500 people is the "Total" number, this includes food trruck, staff, parking , band etc!!! There
is alot to be reviewed and followed in there. Who is following through on this piece?
According to my resources, To say that the Governors executive order over rules the local
planning and zoning is at question if all applications, plans and those sectors were not
completed or followed.  
I am also asking that commission NOT use this weekend to be looked at for volume, traffic,
etc. since major bands were not scheduled. And their sound systems are very different from a
solo artist. A comedian is scheduled soon for multiple shows a day and the profanity last time
echoed through our closed windows and doors. Which prompted me to become envolved after
my 4year old grandaughter reiterated something little ears should never hear.
We understand there are lots of concerns and issues to be addressed and we appreciate the
time and enegry going into to trying to come to some compromise with Ben for these
upcoming events only while looking deeper in to the significant oversights that will need to
be dealt with come the end of October.
Respectfully,
Lori Lidenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 9:19 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

buddy96
David R. Wiig; Planning & Zoning
Audio from Edillis from last night.
Friday, September 18, 2020 10:02:52 PM
New Recor001.amr

This was in his house with the doors and windows closed.
Tonight is very quiet solo artist.
Was heaven to have peace
Thank you
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Steve Byrne
Planning & Zoning
Several Questions Regarding southFarms
Friday, September 18, 2020 9:59:48 PM

Steve
We are attempting to work with Ben Paletsky to see if it is possible to manage some issues. We have decided that it
would be Municipal Estoppel, at least it is with the slate full of events over the next month and a half. This was also
done because, a Cease and Desist will not stop the music, it only limits our leverage.
Along the way there have been conversations with frustrated neighbors. For the most part it is the usual frustration
over the noise that Ben seems to be unable to manage. Regardless, a few questions have come up that I would like
you to comment on.
These questions are:
1. Do Tony's comments that it "may be allowed" under COVID make the approval make the approval suspect?
2. Did the approval need to be published?
My take on this is that the answer to both questions is no.   Regardless, I am not as familiar as you are with all of
this. Therefore, please let me know what the answers are.
Dave  

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Friday, September 18, 2020 9:19:01 PM

Lori
We are meeting on Monday because Ben will be there. I included his statement because I didn't see it on the
website. I said it would be there and it wasn't so I added it to the agenda.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2020 08:04:13 -0400
Subject: RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
  

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Selectmen Morris
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms complaint
Friday, September 18, 2020 11:20:12 AM

Tony,
A resident Erica Bonetti, 66 Straits Turnpike Lane, phone #203-558-8382 wants to speak with you
regarding concerts at South Farms.

Laurel Gillotti
Executive Assistant
First Selectman’s Office
Town of Morris
3 East Street
Morris, CT 06763
Tel: 860-567-7430
Fax: 860-567-7432
e-mail: selectmen@townofmorrisct.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Friday, September 18, 2020 8:04:18 AM

So no Ben again. He has no intent on showing up now or in the future.
Whats the point of this meeting if hes not going to help undo this horrible mess you all
created?
Am I missing g something?
He can't turn down the music becuase he's no in control of this venue and none of you can do
anything about it , can you?
I think it will be important to prepare the community that nothing will change and he can do
whatever he pleases between now and Feb.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/18/20 6:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Meeting on Monday September 21st - With Attachment
Lori
This one has the attachment. Attached is the agenda packet for the special meeting on
Monday.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Thursday, September 17, 2020 11:09:22 PM

Be clear.
I will never support this venue over there.
We will save the rest for attorneys to battle out.
Thank you for your efforts

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/17/20 10:52 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
There hasn't been time to properly answer these questions until now. Part of this is due to limited time.
Another is that I want to speak for the board and not just myself. It wasn't possible to do that until after
Wednesday's meeting.
Here are answers where it is possible to answer:
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors executive order.
The board determined that it is not covered by Executive Order 7MM as that is for Outside Dining.
2. This is a new business located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has several zones
there and this needs to be reviewed.
The stage, parking and audience are in the Residential district. The wedding venue and the concerts that were
held related to that were in the CB Commercial zone.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is not a pleasant
experience.
I live on Benton Road. I hear the concerts most of the time. I have an idea of what you are dealing with.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified. That needs to be

reviewedand the application.
This needs to be looked into.
5. Parking
The parking for the new arrangement seems reasonably effective. As stated previously, it is in the residential
district.
6. Traffic
Traffic is a concern. We will be looking into this on Monday.
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive order
Please let me know what you find.
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
From what has been said, it appears that this is Ben Paletsky's operation.
9. Liability
That is way to broad a question to completely answer. For the most part, the answer is obvious, he is liable for
what happens on his property. The attendees are liable for what they do on their way to and from the venue.
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
There are days with 2 comedy shows. There was an event with 3 comedians.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
He says that he didn't anticipate the interest it would generate. The board will be looking into seeing if this level
of activity can be scaled back.
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by professional
musicians .
That appears to be the case.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an approval
anywhere.did I miss it?
The application was not approved by the board. Because it was approved under the COVID regulations, it only
goes to the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I don't have the exact date of the approval; however, it was definitely
before he started operations.

14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living around there this is
highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin???s email.? If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.? I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.? I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.? If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.?
Ben has professional sound people working with him. One of the items attached to Wednesday's agenda was a
report from the sound engineers. While I feel that Ben wrote this, he has other people who would do the
analysis of the sound levels.
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is over. That needs to
be a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is covered under the gov current excutive
order.
After the executive order expires, only a PDD application would allow the operation in its current form to
continue. Additionally, for the operation to be legal as a primary use in the CB zone, another option would be
a regulation change. Either of these options would require a public hearing.
16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
The board hopes that we can make progress on this with Ben in subsequent meetings.
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get approved under
Excutive order?
The executive order allows for the whole property to be used, without regard to where it falls in the zone.
Everything that is being done would be 100% legal if his operation was outdoor dining.
If you have additional questions, please let me know. I will be sending an agenda for this coming Monday 9/21.
That is when we will meet with Ben.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He
has several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights
is not a pleasant experience.

4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly
amplified. That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.

The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK

PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[4]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:52:32 PM

Lori
There hasn't been time to properly answer these questions until now. Part of this is due to limited time. Another is
that I want to speak for the board and not just myself. It wasn't possible to do that until after Wednesday's
meeting.
Here are answers where it is possible to answer:
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors executive order.
The board determined that it is not covered by Executive Order 7MM as that is for Outside Dining.
2. This is a new business located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has several zones
there and this needs to be reviewed.
The stage, parking and audience are in the Residential district. The wedding venue and the concerts that were
held related to that were in the CB Commercial zone.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is not a pleasant
experience.
I live on Benton Road. I hear the concerts most of the time. I have an idea of what you are dealing with.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified. That needs to be
reviewedand the application.
This needs to be looked into.
5. Parking
The parking for the new arrangement seems reasonably effective. As stated previously, it is in the residential
district.
6. Traffic
Traffic is a concern. We will be looking into this on Monday.
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive order
Please let me know what you find.
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts

From what has been said, it appears that this is Ben Paletsky's operation.
9. Liability
That is way to broad a question to completely answer. For the most part, the answer is obvious, he is liable for
what happens on his property. The attendees are liable for what they do on their way to and from the venue.
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
There are days with 2 comedy shows. There was an event with 3 comedians.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
He says that he didn't anticipate the interest it would generate. The board will be looking into seeing if this level of
activity can be scaled back.
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by professional musicians
.
That appears to be the case.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an approval
anywhere.did I miss it?
The application was not approved by the board. Because it was approved under the COVID regulations, it only
goes to the Zoning Enforcement Officer. I don't have the exact date of the approval; however, it was definitely
before he started operations.
14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living around there this is
highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin???s email.? If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.? I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.? I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.? If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.?
Ben has professional sound people working with him. One of the items attached to Wednesday's agenda was a
report from the sound engineers. While I feel that Ben wrote this, he has other people who would do the analysis
of the sound levels.
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is over. That needs to be
a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is covered under the gov current excutive
order.
After the executive order expires, only a PDD application would allow the operation in its current form to
continue. Additionally, for the operation to be legal as a primary use in the CB zone, another option would be a
regulation change. Either of these options would require a public hearing.

16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
The board hopes that we can make progress on this with Ben in subsequent meetings.
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get approved under
Excutive order?
The executive order allows for the whole property to be used, without regard to where it falls in the zone.
Everything that is being done would be 100% legal if his operation was outdoor dining.
If you have additional questions, please let me know. I will be sending an agenda for this coming Monday 9/21.
That is when we will meet with Ben.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has
several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is
not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified.
That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally

expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.

Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:45:33 PM

I think the best way to experience it to get out and be with some of these people who are to
lose their minds
You all need to take this very seriously.
Please Begging you

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/17/20 10:42 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>, lori Lindenmuth
<buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
These messages will be added to the agenda for the meeting on Monday. I feel that is the best way for all of us
to learn about what you experience during these events.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 21:43:45 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400

RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February

of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we

stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it

from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??

Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail

to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[4]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:42:10 PM

Lori
These messages will be added to the agenda for the meeting on Monday. I feel that is the best way for all of us to
learn about what you experience during these events.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 21:43:45 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.

Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve

Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)

The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.

A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter

of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?

One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:43:50 PM

Here is your 945pm report
Loud and clear w my windows shut. And TV on.
Lori Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave

P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it

from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne

Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.

??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC

790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:39:04 PM

You all need to get out here And listen to this over and over.
HOW did you let this happen?
Do you have any idea what it is like for us. Do any of you really care?
I say no or you would never allowed this.
We still have 3 more nights.
We can not be outside its too much.
Someone needs to help us!
How did you allow this, all for money!!!
Erica and the ZEO need to resign. This noise is beyond belief.
You have failed us terribly.
We will write you every night and let you know how our life is being affected
Lor Lindenmuth

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 9:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In
Morris
Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.

Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032

(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.

That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??

There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.

Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.

It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Klusak, Aneta
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Regarding South Farms
Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:38:10 PM
IMG_4181.MOV
IMG_4176.MOV

Hello,
My name is Aneta Klusak and I am a resident of Morris, located at the end of Isaiah Smith
Lane and about 2 miles from the South Farms venue. Due to the fields between us, sound is
traveling very, very clearly... even if the venue is within legal limits.
I have been in contact with the first selectman and he has let me know that your committee has
been meeting. I am forwarding you my latest e-mail to him below. I am also happy to come to
one of your Zoom meetings or cooperate with you any way possible to see this resolved.
Thank you for your help!
Sincerely,
Aneta Klusak
9/16/2020
Dear Mr. Weik,
Please find attached videos of different shows recorded from my porch and a map showing
where I am. My perception is that the volume has somehow increased. We live in an old
house, and I can hear the beat in every room of my home with the windows closed. I can now
even hear the crowd cheering, which shows how well the sound travels over the fields between
us and the farm even if they are meeting a legal decibel limit. I ask you to please travel the
area during a show for the full effect. You’re welcome to hear it from inside our home.
I cannot imagine that anyone in Litchfield County - or the rest of the state? - is suddenly being
forced to live with a rock stadium in their backyard without a vote or neighborhood
approval. My mother has health issues and is distressed by this five nights a week. I teach in
Brookfield and come home late, unable to concentrate on lesson planning because of this. The
situation simply exceeds the limits of reason. It’s an invasive burden on residents who have
always had peace here.
We have sympathy for a business trying to continue under pandemic restrictions, but our chief
worry is that this is not a temporary measure. What is the town going to do? When exactly do
the permits for this expire? And what is the owner’s plan for the farm in the future, when
restrictions are lifted? Our nerves would be calmed with reassurance that this is not the new
normal.
Thank you for your understanding and intervention.
Sincerely,
Aneta Klusak

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David Wiig
South Farms
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:11:56 PM

Ben
Thank you for this statement. It was read into the record of the meeting after the meeting was opened and after the
plan, process and rules for the meeting were stated. I felt that is where it belonged.
There was plenty of discussion; however, the high points on the negative side are as follows:
1. The increased traffic causes issues. While I know from our son's feedback, you do an effective job at managing
traffic. Regardless, the sheer volume of cars is a shock to some people. It also does raise safety concerns, especially
with the trek up Higbie Road.
2. Noise was up there with traffic; however, as stated before there are bigger concerns. Regardless, this is what
might be the biggest issue for most people.
3. What makes the noise more of an issue is the frequency and duration of some of the events. While the success in
attracting acts is not a surprise given the state of the gig economy, this has resulted in what seems to a few people a
relentless succession of noise. If this were to be a regular operation, noise needs the attention you are giving it;
however, it seems to be getting worse, not better.
4. Lighting is also an issue that was raised. I am not sure of the specifics. We need to flesh this out better.
5. There appear to be instances of people parking where they aren't supposed to during concerts. These cases do not
involve people who are attending the show. The situation is that people are trying to get a free ticket. At the
meeting, it was mentioned that this happened on route 63. I saw 5-10 people at the corner of Higbie and Benton
watching Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes too.
6. Language that is deemed by some to be offensive was also brought up as an issue. While I feel strongly that it is
a part of our vernacular and that comedians from Lenny Bruce to Nikki Glaser have a right to use whatever language
is deemed necessary for their comedy, when it comes language like this that comes in unfiltered to a neighboring
property that did not choose to hear it, I can understand the concern.
It was also pointed out that this should not have been approved. The board's vote agreed with this statement;
however, the board recognized that the application was approved by the ZEO and has been implemented. As such,
Municipal Estoppel applies. Therefore, you can continue with the operation for the duration of the Executive Order
on Outdoor Dining.
Additionally, the motion that passed requires us to setup a Special Meeting that you are available to attend to discuss
the issues listed above. I have a quorum of board members who will be available at 7 PM on Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday at of next week to discuss the issues raised by the public in more detail. Please let me know what works
for you as soon as possible so I can draw up an agenda and lock in the board members.
Dave
P. S. When writing this, it was realized that next Wednesday won't work. Therefore, I hope that Monday or Tuesday
will work. We have a meeting with Jocelyn Ayer on Thursday. Therefore, that day is out.
---------- Original Message ---------FROM:      Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:        David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE:      Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
SUBJECT:   South Farms

Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially predicted as being
minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should return to some form of normalcy. That
never happened and nearly every wedding and party for our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The
restrictions in the Stateâ€™s executive order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for
venues to reschedule clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling, walkingaway.
Those who know me though know that I donâ€™t give up that easily. I immediately started looking for a way to
pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting concerts for many
years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began almost a decade ago with our Community
Day events. These events were free to the public and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music.
We continued with live music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the summer.
These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last yearâ€™s concert by the Waterbury
Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season. This summer, after
finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines, and working with subject matter
experts at Yaleâ€™s School of Public Health, our team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series
experience â€“ one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isnâ€™t representative of the initial concept - we
didnâ€™t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response from those who have attended
an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people
during a pretty bleak time. Many, many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch
music venue here in Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively impacts our other
local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's executive order. The
process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the application, which he did once he had the
necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be supportive, or at least
patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every detail, working with our sound team, to
ensure that we are doing our best. This is an unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a
business, but I assure you we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town and its future. I have
invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also
and working hard to manage my family land and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:27:31 PM

Lori
Understood and it has been going since dinner time. I have been forwarding your e-mails to the board and will
do the same for this one.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 21:08:56 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dear All,

While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.? From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.? So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.

If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.?

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.?
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.? Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
?
Attached? is the application Ben filled out.? The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.? He has it? all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
?
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.? That is? why the?
presentation and the application is attached.? Please let me know where? we
stand.
?

Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------??
From:? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:? Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:? Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
??
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.?? The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.?? While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.?? We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.?? However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.?? As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT?? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.?? If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.?? If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.?? Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
??
Thank you for the information.?? I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.?? It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.?? With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben?? Paletsky?? is ideal for this.
??
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.?? I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.?? Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
??
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used?? for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.?? Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.?? As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
??
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.?? He has an
impressive line of events.?? Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.?? I?? will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.??
I do not have a site plan.?? ?? Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
??
We will meet on the 14th.?? I?? will?? present everything to the board at
that time.?? Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.?? The
only concern I have left is?? estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,?? except the?? zoning board
itself?? to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------?? ??
From:?? Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:?? "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:?? Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:?? Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
?? ??
Dave

I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.?????
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.?????
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions.????? Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.????? I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.????? Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.?????
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT????? 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.????? If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.????? If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.????? Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.????? They added a stage for this purpose.????? He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.????? It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.????? Regardless, how do you interpret this line??????
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?????? TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.????? What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
cj aleksyna
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re: Meeting
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:24:36 PM

Chuck
Were you able to send a chat? If not, please e-mail any comments. I will share them with the board.
This issue is not closed. We do need to see what options we have to address the public's concerns. We will meet
again early next week. Please keep an eye out for the agenda.
Thank you for your attendance. I appreciate all input on this and other matters.
Dave
P. S. If you send an e-mail to PlanningandZoning@townofMorrisCT.Com and me requesting to be copied on
future meeting notices on the matter, Tony or I will e-mail you the agenda for the Special Meeting that will arise
from Bob's e-mail once it is available.
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: cj aleksyna <the427king@yahoo.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2020 00:41:38 +0000 (UTC)
Subject: Meeting
  

Dave I'm trying g to speak but cant get acknowledged. chuck aleksinas

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

buddy96
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:09:01 PM

Dear All,
While you are all finishing up your meeting.
The volume from Bens out door concert is at an all time high!!
This town has failed us terribly.
Put me on the record as saying it.
ALL TIME HIGH right now.
Lori Lindenmutj

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:54 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave

----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel. From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it. So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.

Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT
(860) 677-7355

06032

(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message. Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
Attached is the application Ben filled out. The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached. He has it all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies. That is why the
presentation and the application is attached. Please let me know where we
stand.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject: Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here. つ The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events. つ While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue. つ We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave. つ However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm. つ As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT つ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. つ If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. つ If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message. つ Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

つ
Thank you for the information. つ I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is. つ It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application. つ With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by Ben つ Paletsky つ is ideal for this.
つ
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone. つ I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events. つ Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
つ
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used つ for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even. つ Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn. つ As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
つ
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS. つ He has an
impressive line of events. つ Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID. つ I つ will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record. つ
I do not have a site plan. つ つ Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
つ
We will meet on the 14th. つ I つ will つ present everything to the board at
that time. つ Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application. つ The
only concern I have left is つ estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town, つ except the つ zoning board
itself つ to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------つ つ
From: つ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: つ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: つ Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject: つ Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
つ つ
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district. ��堙つ
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations. ��堙つ
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and
musical productions. ��堙つ Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.

As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events. ��堙つ I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD. ��堙つ Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations. ��堙つ
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CT ��堙つ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential. ��堙つ If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. ��堙つ If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message. ��堙つ Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts. ��堙つ They added a stage for this purpose. ��堙つ He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan
review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection. ��堙つ It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors. ��堙つ Regardless, how do you interpret this line? ��堙つ
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days? ��堙つ TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise. ��堙つ What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:28:55 PM

Lori
Here is a link to the gathering information:
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Latest-Guidance
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>, Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 17:51:38 -0400
Subject: RE: FWD: South Farms
  

This is a tough situation for everyone.
There are hundreds of families who's quality of life has been affected by this one man's
decision. It is why we have a process.
The selectmans office , and Erica who has been Co-Chair for P&Z fell short on following this
up and reaching out to east Morris Residents.
I hope someone has followed up on the Governors recent order of only 100 people who can
attend events?
I have reached out to my contact at the governors office, but just this afternoon.
This may be a responsibility of the selectmen, hopefully someone from that building has
checked.
If that rings true for Ben, maybe might work best for everyone.?
I Appreciate everyone's efforts, including Bens!
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 5:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: South Farms
Lori
FYI       

Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially
predicted as being minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should
return to some form of normalcy. That never happened and nearly every wedding and party for
our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The restrictions in the State’s executive order
made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for venues to reschedule clients to
2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that creates a 2year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling,
walking-away.
Those who know me though know that I don’t give up that easily. I immediately started looking
for a way to pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting
concerts for many years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began
almost a decade ago with our Community Day events. These events were free to the public and
we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music. We continued with live music at
our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three years before
transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the
summer. These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last year’s
concert by the Waterbury Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season.
This summer, after finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines,
and working with subject matter experts at Yale’s School of Public Health, our team developed a
recipe for a socially distanced concert series experience – one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isn’t representative of the initial
concept - we didn’t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response
from those who have attended an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that
the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people during a pretty bleak time. Many, many
residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch music venue here in
Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively
impacts our other local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.

Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's
executive order. The process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the
application, which he did once he had the necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant
with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be
supportive, or at least patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every
detail, working with our sound team, to ensure that we are doing our best. This is an
unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a business, but I assure you
we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town
and its future. I have invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of
disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also and working hard to manage my family land and
run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Ayles.William
David R.Wiig; Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie
Nack
Planning & Zoning
RE: RE: Agenda September 16th
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 6:17:52 PM
image001.png

Dave….
From what I am finding on the CT.gov Covid-19 site
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Latest-Guidance

I can’t find anything that changes what’s above. if the above still holds true then I guess we need to
determine if they fall under “Outdoor private gatherings” or “Outdoor organized gatherings”.
thanks
Bill
William J. Ayles, Jr.

Associate / Senior Design Technician

An Employee Owned Company
120 Huyshope Avenue, Suite 400, Hartford, CT 06106
[D] 860.240.9397 / [M] 203.249.3573

From: David R.Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:30 PM
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>; Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>;
David Geremia, Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>; Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>; Eileen Narbutas
<eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>; Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>; Katie Nack
<katie.nack@gmail.com>; Ayles.William <WAyles@jcj.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: RE: Agenda September 16th
All

We should look into this. I may or may not be able to verify this information before the meeting.
Dave
P. S. Buddy96 I believe is Lori Lindemuth.
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: buddy96 <buddy96@optonline.net>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 08:32:03 -0400
Subject: RE: Agenda September 16th
  

Recieved Thank you.

I have just been emailed that the Governor has reduced out side gatherings back to 100?
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/15/20 8:05 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lori Lindenmuth <buddy96@optonline.net>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: Agenda September 16th
Lori
Per your request to be copied on Zoning matters related to southFARMS, attached
is the agenda for tomorrow night's meeting.
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig; Jeton Adili
Planning & Zoning
RE: FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:51:42 PM

This is a tough situation for everyone.
There are hundreds of families who's quality of life has been affected by this one man's
decision. It is why we have a process.
The selectmans office , and Erica who has been Co-Chair for P&Z fell short on following
this up and reaching out to east Morris Residents.
I hope someone has followed up on the Governors recent order of only 100 people who can
attend events?
I have reached out to my contact at the governors office, but just this afternoon.
This may be a responsibility of the selectmen, hopefully someone from that building has
checked.
If that rings true for Ben, maybe might work best for everyone.?
I Appreciate everyone's efforts, including Bens!
Lori

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/16/20 5:30 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: FWD: South Farms
Lori
FYI       
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,

I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially
predicted as being minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should
return to some form of normalcy. That never happened and nearly every wedding and party for
our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The restrictions in the State’s executive
order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for venues to reschedule
clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving
up, selling, walking-away.
Those who know me though know that I don’t give up that easily. I immediately started
looking for a way to pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting
concerts for many years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began
almost a decade ago with our Community Day events. These events were free to the public
and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music. We continued with live
music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly
throughout the summer. These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts,
including last year’s concert by the Waterbury Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season.
This summer, after finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code
guidelines, and working with subject matter experts at Yale’s School of Public Health, our
team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series experience – one of the first of
its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isn’t representative of the initial
concept - we didn’t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response
from those who have attended an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving
that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people during a pretty bleak time. Many,
many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch music venue
here in Town.
This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively
impacts our other local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's
executive order. The process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the
application, which he did once he had the necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant
with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be
supportive, or at least patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating
every detail, working with our sound team, to ensure that we are doing our best. This is an
unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a business, but I assure you
we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.

My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town
and its future. I have invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of
disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also and working hard to manage my family land
and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; Del Knox; Dave Geremia Jr.; Eileen Narbutas; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles
Planning & Zoning
FWD: South Farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:15:05 PM

All
This will need to be read into the record tonight. I am willing to do it. It might be fair to read it at the start of the
process. If anyone disagrees, we can debate it and vote on it at the start of the meeting. No e-mail responses shall
be sent.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
TO:   David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
DATE: Wed, 16 Sep 2020 16:58:52 -0400
RE:   South Farms
Dave,
I won't be able for the meeting, so I would like to share this statement tonight.
In late January, the cloud of COVID drifted over our event industry. The impact was initially predicted as being
minimal. I assumed by July after a heavy April quarantine, things should return to some form of normalcy. That
never happened and nearly every wedding and party for our 2020 season was removed from the calendar. The
restrictions in the Stateâ€™s executive order made it illegal for us to operate our business, and they called for
venues to reschedule clients to 2021. Unique to the event industry that books events a year or more in advance, that
creates a 2-year gap in revenue. For many in business, this has meant closing doors, giving up, selling, walkingaway.
Those who know me though know that I donâ€™t give up that easily. I immediately started looking for a way to
pivot our business.
While our primary business has been and will continue to be weddings, we have been hosting concerts for many
years and have had some success with those events. The concerts began almost a decade ago with our Community
Day events. These events were free to the public and we set up a stage in the field for a day of live, amplified music.
We continued with live music at our farmers markets, The Morris Marketplace, every Sunday afternoon for three
years before transitioning that to the Thursday night social where live bands played weekly throughout the summer.
These were all in addition to our numerous standalone concerts, including last yearâ€™s concert by the Waterbury
Symphony.
With the success of these past events in mind, we began to pivot our business for the season. This summer, after
finding a top production partner, adhering to state, town, and code guidelines, and working with subject matter
experts at Yaleâ€™s School of Public Health, our team developed a recipe for a socially distanced concert series
experience â€“ one of the first of its kind in the nation.
Yes, there are a lot of shows over a short period time. This isnâ€™t representative of the initial concept - we
didnâ€™t expect so many artists would accept contract offers to perform. Response from those who have attended
an event thus far has been overwhelmingly positive, proving that the Twilight Series is a bright spot for many people
during a pretty bleak time. Many, many residents have reached out to express their delight at having a top notch
music venue here in Town.

This effort also employs over 40 people (who would otherwise be out of work) and positively impacts our other
local businesses who are about to go into the offseason.
Every permit was obtained for this concert series, which is permitted under the Governor's executive order. The
process required that the Zoning Enforcement Office sign off on the application, which he did once he had the
necessary site plans. This event is 100% compliant with local and state guidelines.
I'm aware of the townspeople's concerns regarding noise, but I hope that everyone can be supportive, or at least
patient, while we work to dial this in. We are continually evaluating every detail, working with our sound team, to
ensure that we are doing our best. This is an unprecedented, strange, and sometimes impossible time to operate a
business, but I assure you we are taking all efforts to make improvements to mitigate any potential issues.
My family has been a part of the community for 5-generations and care deeply about this town and its future. I have
invested significantly in the Town of Morris. I have no intention of disruption the lives of my neighbors but I also
and working hard to manage my family land and run a viable business during these difficult times.
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Re south farms
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:03:49 PM

Hello David Wiig—
I wanted To contact you and the commission prior to this evening’s virtual meeting. I have grave concerns about this
new outdoor concert And comedy venue of Premier Concerts/Manic Events at South Farms. Already the intrusive
effects of noise and traffic and light in the area has been considerable. Until 9 or 10 in the evening. Part of the
reason we all chose Morris for our homes is the peace and quiet of the area. This new venue is spoiling that for
many of us.
Michael Quadland
232 Benton Rd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; Del Knox; Dave Geremia Jr.; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:50:04 AM

All
Here is Lori Lindemuth's feedback.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2020 00:06:25 -0400
Subject: RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Hello everyone,

To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He has
several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights is
not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly amplified.
That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message --------

From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>

To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,

Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:35:15 AM

All,
Please add these to Wed questions.
13. What date was his application approved? His first concert was August 22nd. I dont see an
approval anywhere.did I miss it?
14. Was this completed by someone other than Ben? I it is pretty clear to those of us living
around there this is highly likely to be inaccurate statement.
I saw the questions in Kevin���s email.� If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.� I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.� I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.� If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.�
15. This apllication is for this excutive order correct? David your talking about when covid is
over. That needs to be a whole new application? Again, I disagree and do not believe this is
covered under the gov current excutive order.
16. Noise may not be an issue for you but it is a reality for those of living here. Are you going
to adress this now.
I'm not hear to discuss what happens when covid is over
17. He applied for a stage for comedy and music in a zone not zoned for it. How did that get
approved under Excutive order?

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>

Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.

I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
RE: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:06:30 AM

Hello everyone,
To condense all the emails back and forth, I would like to recap my concerns regarding South
Farms new Twight concerts.
1. I question if Bens New concert series is really covered under the governors excutive order.
2. This is a new bussines located with in different zone from south farms wedding venue? He
has several zones there and this needs to be reviewed.
3. The sound Pentrates our living space with windows closed and profanity on comedy nights
is not a pleasant experience.
4. A review of his south Farms venue was "not amplified music" This venue is clearly
amplified. That needs to be reviewedand the application.
5. Parking
6. Traffic
7. I'll ve reaching out to the governors office as well to see if they can assist with the executive
order
8. Is Ben leasing this property to these music organizations?
Or us he soley managing these concerts
9. Liability
10. On some days there are 2 or 3 separate comedians shows.
11. This goes on 5 out of 7 nites a week?
12. These are not concerts put on by a local band. The lightening the sound are all done by
professional musicians .
I think this is a good place to start for Wed.
Thank you all for you time.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 11:12 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori

Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is
more to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will
forward the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets
back. I do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the
board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.

Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am
happy to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed
that either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval
for their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come
and go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed
windows becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to
check the regs. How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 11:12:59 PM

Lori
Please do a reply all. I need to keep the PlanningandZoning@TownofMorrisCT.com copied. You also need to
read the whole package to get a full understanding of the situation. I am not saying you are wrong, there is more
to the matter that needs to be considered. It takes time to send this all out.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 23:01:23 -0400
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

Maybe ask yiur attorney? Before Wed?
I'm pretty sure This doesn't fit under Gov excutive order.
Lol!!!

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: 9/14/20 10:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Cc: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Planning & Zoning
<planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>
Subject: re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK

  

David,
Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.
I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our
back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 14, 2020 11:07:52 PM

Lori
This may not have been part of the other string of messages. Despite the
statement in one of the messages, I do understand that the noise is of great
concern to you and potentially many of the other people on the call.
Regardless, the Zoning issues were the primary concern as outdoor music and
entertainment is not a permitted use in any zone and noise is a more difficult
subject to pursue.
As you can see from the legal opinions in the second e-mail, the only question
is the estoppel issue. Since it was approved under the COVID Executive Order,
this potentially trumps the Zoning issues. This is the case even though the
COVID order technically applies only to Outdoor Dining; however, the Zoning
issues are critical as they will define the limits of what can be done once
COVID is over.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
Ben
While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning
perspective that may cause an issue with this. I am concerned that these
issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory
to other activities at the barn. The difference now is that the outdoor
performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter.
Specifically, I need to review the site plan to understand where everything is
situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that
outdoor concerts are a permitted use, even in the CA or CB zones. The
reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and
CB zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that
must be considered. Regardless, most of what COVID discusses is related to
restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it too.

It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not
made a decision on this and likely will not make a decision on this until the
board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
Hi Tony and David,
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair
discussion and I think the points that the both of you and the rest of the
commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points Iâ€™d like to highlight
that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed
threshold at the property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio
exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the moving forward with this, I
performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and to
minimize noise impact to the community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is
an indoor/outdoor agri-tourism farm and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm,
that integrates an agri-tourism component to maintain a sustainable farmland
operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the infrastructure
at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that
area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked
together appropriately.Â Please note I disclosed this plan during a public
selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO),
TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale
Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our
health and safety protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Ex
ecutive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities. In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19
in commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to
operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my

executive orders or any order issued by an executive agency or municipal
official pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness emergency
declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited to any rules or
guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community Development for
operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of Connecticut
General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or
regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws
and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and
modified, as enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter
provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor
Activities is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following
documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or
architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil
erosion and sediment control plan; photometric lighting plan; or stormwater
management plan; provided that the applicant has submitted, at a minimum, a
drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and depicting with
reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is
proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative
(with or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste
management, odor, light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same
and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence,
the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional
and more detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to
protect public health, safety and the environment, in order to complete an
application, taking into account the need for expedited review of such
applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the
Local Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions
consistent with any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive
orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any complete
application for Outdoor Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such
decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail) by
the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application, or
(ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials
required pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local
Enforcement Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time
period shall be deemed to be an approval of the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement
Official approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor
Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision,
within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including, but not limited
to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the planning and zoning commission or
to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the
townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission, provided that any
Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is suspended.
Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to submit
a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity,
impose fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist
order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor

Activities to take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a
principal use, or to take place only in certain yards, shall be modified to
allow Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot, zoning lot, street
face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written permission from the
owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed
to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor
Activities must include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning
district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted
during the state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is
suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to
the extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for
Outdoor Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected or be
due and owed to the State or to any municipality for the duration of the
emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel
figures of noise that would be helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it)
that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be measurably
louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional
questions, I would be happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC
performance on the farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lori Lindenmuth
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Monday, September 14, 2020 10:52:40 PM
Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
doc07068720200910095804.pdf
south farms.pdf

Lori
More on Ben's e-mails. This also contains the legal opinions from Steve Byrne.
Dave
---------- Forwarded Message ---------FROM: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
TO:   South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
DATE: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 09:45:33 -0400
RE:   FWD: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ben
Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor
event use. We can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during
our meeting on Monday September 14th at 7 PM.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>,
Katie Nack <katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>,
Del Knox <delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill
Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>, Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Planners and Zoners
Please review the forwarded message. This is the e-mail exchange between Steve
Byrne and me regarding southFARMS. Additionally, the application, a
presentation that summarizes Ben's operation and the Executive Order Steve is
discussing.
Please review the attached documents. Ben will likely attend. We can discuss
the proper course of action based on what has been provided.
Dave
P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed. Additionally,
I will be forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.

----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.Â From the attached application
and presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony
and he approved it.Â So, my first impression is that estoppel would apply
here.
That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency
[executive] orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February
of 2021.
If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the
Commission to address some of the complaints and also consider what application
would be needed.Â

My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.Â
Thus, an amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or
routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this
message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.Â Thank you.

On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve

Â
AttachedÂ is the application Ben filled out.Â The presentation that summarizes
his use and its location on the property is also attached.Â He has itÂ all set
up in the residential district because he can't fit it in the CB Zone and
implement social distancing.
Â
The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.Â That isÂ why theÂ
presentation and the application is attached.Â Please let me know whereÂ we
stand.
Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:Â "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Â Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Subject:Â Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
ÂÂ
Thanks for the information Dave.
Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.Ã‚Â The language in the order expressly
limits it to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods nothing about concerts or outdoor events.Ã‚Â While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he
leaves out the sections that state, this making it look like the order applies
to any outdoor activity.
That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.Ã‚Â We need to know
exactly what was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.Ã‚Â However,
since any claimed approval is tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.
A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of
activities taking place there in addition to the farm.Ã‚Â As Ben claims, it is
pretty unique.
Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÃ‚Â 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Ã‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address
or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Ã‚Â If you have received this

message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it
from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to
the sender of this message.Ã‚Â Thank you.

On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
Ã‚Â
Thank you for the information.Ã‚Â I wanted to be 100% sure on what the
situation is.Ã‚Â It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD
application.Ã‚Â With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road
owned by BenÃ‚Â PaletskyÃ‚Â is ideal for this.
Ã‚Â
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not
the CB zone.Ã‚Â I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that
included outdoor concerts or comedy events.Ã‚Â Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
Ã‚Â
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is usedÃ‚Â for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the
even.Ã‚Â Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are
unrelated to any activity at the barn.Ã‚Â As a result, it isn't even a matter
of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify him under COVID.
Ã‚Â
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.Ã‚Â He has an
impressive line of events.Ã‚Â Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other
than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID.Ã‚Â IÃ‚Â will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record.Ã‚Â
I do not have a site plan.Ã‚Â Ã‚Â Assuming there is one, I will forward it
when Tony sends it to me.
Ã‚Â
We will meet on the 14th.Ã‚Â IÃ‚Â willÃ‚Â present everything to the board at
that time.Ã‚Â Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the
record that raises issues either in favor or against the application.Ã‚Â The
only concern I have left isÃ‚Â estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben
states that he has gone through everyone in town,Ã‚Â except theÃ‚Â zoning board
itselfÃ‚Â to get approval.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Ã‚Â Ã‚Â
From:Ã‚Â Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To:Ã‚Â "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Ã‚Â Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject:Ã‚Â Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Ã‚Â Ã‚Â
Dave
I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and

musical productions.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic, I don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to
outdoor concerts/events.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for
outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not preempt local zoning
controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from
TAHD.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by
relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise
except that noise must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÃƒâ€šÃ‚Â 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may
be a confidential attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged
and confidential.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the
address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â If you have received
this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with
it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail
to the sender of this message.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Thank you.

On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â They added a stage for this purpose.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â He already has
a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan

review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone
that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical
productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â It
potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be
outdoors.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â Regardless, how do you interpret this line?Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â
Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on
noise.Ãƒâ€šÃ‚Â What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
lindenmuthlori
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
re: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 10:35:50 PM
doc07068720200910095804.pdf
south farms.pdf
Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
Morris P+Z - Special Meeting - 20200916 at 7PM.docx

Lori
Attached is the agenda for Wednesday, the paperwork for the application and the Executive Order. I will forward
the e-mail communication I have from Ben with you.
Tony is not in the office this week. He is at training. Therefore, e-mails, if any cannot be sent until he gets back. I
do not know that there are any.
As for meeting minutes, the application was approved under the COVID regulations. These regulations are
described in the attached Executive Order. They require minimal documentation and do not go before the board.
The other key aspect of COVID approvals are that they will expire when the Executive Order expires. It originally
expired in October. It recently was extended to February.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 19:57:43 -0400
Subject: FW: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
  

David,

Please see the email sent to Planning and Zoning earlier today and add the following
A copy of who approved the executive order and when.
And why NOONE checked it but just took Bens word for it.
Be sure I have a copy of memebers who voted for this and what their vote was.
All correspondence to and from South Farms, Ben his wife, anyone who is envolved. I am happy
to retrieve them. Money is no problem, I'll pay for them.
I am requesting all minutes that envolve this issue by Wed.
I'm sorry such short notice.
I want a copy of the regs that say how he can have this music venue. Exceituve order or not.
I don't believe he can!!! And Even if the order was mishandled you all mishandled the fact that
this venue is already not permitted!
His south farms wedding venue already says no amplified music. Apprently noone reviewed that
either.
I want a copy of which zone on his property this Venue is taking place on. Becuase if I
remember correctly his property has different zoning.
The 10s of thousands of dolllars the rest of this community has had to spend to gain approval for
their bussines and he comes before your committee and is granted an open approval to do
whatever he wants there?
You all have made a decision that has affected our quality of life in a real significant way.

I reached out to Ben directly last week as stated in my first email.
Sadly the music was even louder last night. I dont think Ben can now controll whats going on
there.
I heard it is all rented or leased is that true? Is he renting or leasing a venue under an excutive
order? If so how does that work.
I am dumbfounded by all of this and primarily saddened as I adore Ben and believe this was
needed for the well being of others during Covid but NOT at the cost of this community. Truly
not enjoying this at all.
LAKE folks voted out Beverly's but it's ok for you all to put it here. NIMBYS! AT BEST.
I have no hope and suspect you all will continue to allow this and the 6 or 8 weeks will come and
go, 5 or 6 nights out of the week of bellowing music or profanity through our closed windows
becuase noone from P&Z and nooone from 1st selecmans office cared enough to check the regs.
How does this continue to happen in this part of town over and over.
Let's see what Wed Brings and hope I can get some answers before them.
Be safe,
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

-------- Original message -------From: lindenmuthlori <lindenmuthlori@gmail.com>
Date: 9/14/20 3:58 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Planning & Zoning <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
Subject: BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben regarding
the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in our

back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning; Eileen Narbutas
southFARMS Meeting
Monday, September 14, 2020 9:58:59 PM

Steve
We didn't hold a meeting tonight. While we did have 16 people on the call at one point, the agenda didn't have the
time. As a result, it was recommended that we not hold the meeting.
In a way, leaving the time off of the agenda was a good thing. It allowed us to assess the temperature. This will
allow us time to assemble a plan for the meeting.
It will be held via Zoom. We plan to request that people use the "Raise Hand" feature of Zoom. It should provide
some order in recognizing people. I expect that we will have 10-20 attendees.
Since this is not a public hearing, if things get out of hand, we can mute everyone. This is a route I don't want to
take. Regardless, we can mute people and unmute them as needed for order.
This also leads to some questions. Are there any documented rules from the state on holding Zoom meetings? If so,
please send that along. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please let us know.
The major bone of contention is the noise. Is there a website that has the State regulations on noise? That is what I
understand that Torrington Area Health relies on.
Dave
P. S. Eileen Narbutas is Vice-Chairman. I have copied her so she is in the loop. She is setting up the documentation
on Zoom and the "Raise Hand" feature. We plan to add that to the agenda.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: FW: Audio report for South Farms
Monday, September 14, 2020 8:55:40 PM
Audio Analysis Report for South Farms.pdf

All
Here is information on the efforts to manage noise.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>, Tom Weik <1stselectman@townofmorrisct.com>
Date: Mon, 14 Sep 2020 12:52:41 -0400
Subject: FW: Audio report for South Farms
  

FYI â€“ just letting you know weâ€™re making efforts to continually dialing things in.
-B

From: Tyler Clapp <tyler0630@gmail.com>
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 6:33 PM
To: Benjamin Paletsky <Bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, Carl Acampora
<production@collegestreetmusichall.com>, Don Gamsjager <don@dnrlabs.com>
Subject: Audio report for South Farms
Hi Gents,
Attached is my audio analysis report from the other night at South Farms, as requested by Ben and
Carl. As it explains in the report, this information was taken from only one nights event, so further
analysis would help refine any further recommendations.
Take care,
-Tyler
-Tyler Clapp
Audio Engineer/ Production Technician
Cell: 1860-967-1685
Email: Tyler0630@gmail.com

09/13/2020

Audio Reinforcement and Acoustical Report
South Farms, Morris, Connecticut
Compiled by Tyler Clapp
Prior to the evening show at South Farms on 9/11/2020, I was asked to come to the
venue to help mitigate some acoustical issues and noise complaints from neighbors. This
report will show what I did to help reduce and correct these issues. The report will also list
some recommendations to further help resolve these issues for future events.
The major problem I was told about was that neighbors were complaining about hearing
low end (bass) frequencies inside and outside their homes while a band was playing. Primarily
these issues would be caused by the sound of bass drums and bass guitars. The first thing we
did to correct this issue was to add another pair of subwoofers to the system and to put them
in a cardioid setup. To do this you take one set of subwoofers and physically stack them in
reverse of the other subwoofers and to apply some digital processing and reverse the phase of
the signal to create a cancellation in the rear of the stage. With this setup, there should be
approximately a 30% rejection to the rear of the stage, whereas there was no rejection
beforehand since bass frequencies are essentially omnidirectional. With this accomplished just
before the doors opened for the show, it seemed to work well once the show began. The
monitor engineer at the venue that night said it also made the stage quieter. This will also help
to control noise issues because the stage will be much quieter and therefore easier for the band
to hear the stage monitors and not need those monitors turned up as loud. As the concert was
going on, I then took a ride with the Farm owner to listen to some of the trouble spots around
the perimeter of the property to see if any of the noise leakage had been corrected. From the
4-5 spots we checked, this correction seemed to resolve most of the trouble spots, about 95%,
with any residual noise being heard at insignificant levels.
There was one neighbor’s house to the rear, far stage left of the venue property where
there were still issues with both low and high end frequencies. I took a few measurements
from the property to see what frequencies were causing the most issues (see below the
measurements and an average).

1

2

3

Once I took these measurements, we talked with the home owner and he said it was mostly the
low end frequencies that were bothering him. To help further mitigate this issue, once back on
site and with the concert having ended, I notched out some of the low end frequencies from
the subwoofers that were causing the highest responses from my measurements (see below).
The frequencies creating the most issues were, 36Hz, 61 Hz, and 102Hz, and they were notched
out on the equalizer. As stated before, this was done once the concert had ended so further
analysis should be done to make sure we didn’t take too much of those frequencies out and
affect the frequency response of the pa system for the audience.

4

Some recommendations to help further reduce any noise issues would be to get the
outfill (Lacoustics Arc) speakers up higher, such as placing them on top of a single section of 6
foot or 8 foot tall scaffolding. By doing this, we shouldn’t have to drive them as loud to get the
desired affect we need for coverage. Also by getting them higher up, you are not trying to
shoot sound upwards, and by being higher may even need to point them down slightly and this
will reduce any noise leaking out over the crest of the hill. The best recommendation I can give
is to implement a db volume limit. By doing this, it will not only give the audience a more
pleasurable experience, but will also reduce any hearing damage to anyone in the audience or
band. By setting a volume limit in the front of house mix area, it will also force the band on
stage to be quieter (such as turning down guitar amplifiers etc) because the louder a stage is,
the louder the FOH engineer has to mix to get a good mix over the stage volume. After talking
to the house audio engineer, we would recommend a db limit of 95db A weighted, with a peak
of 98db A, sustained for no longer than 10 minutes. This will keep the volume down and help
with noise complaints from neighbors. This can be kept track of by either a simple handheld
SPL meter, monitored by the house audio engineer, or a more accurate way by using a
measurement and analysis computer software such as Rational Acoustics SMAART with a
measurement microphone (this would be my preferred method).

5

Further analysis should be done while shows are happening to get an even more
complete idea of any other issues. The recommendation on the db limit may need to be
adjusted once more analysis is done on site to get a more accurate limit.

6

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lindenmuthlori
Planning & Zoning
BENS MINI WOODSTOCK
Monday, September 14, 2020 3:58:45 PM

PLEASE SEND ME ANY AND ALL REQUESTS APPROVALTO AND FROM Ben
regarding the concerts on Higbie.
Asap.
This has gone too far.
And when my 4 year grand daughter asks me what is jerking off, becuase we could hear it in
our back yard. It is unacceptable.
I reached out to Ben he said he would address it.
But since my conversation with him the concerts have been even louder.
I want every piece of paper related to this issue.
I am not waiting 6 to 8 weeks for this to be resolved.
Lori Lindenmuth
860 671 0108

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Robert McIntosh; David Geremia, Jr.; Del Knox; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas
Planning & Zoning
FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Sunday, September 13, 2020 6:56:15 PM

Board Members
Here is Ben's response. I am going to forward this to Steve.  Any feedback that arrives will be forwarded to
everyone.  I will also let Ben that is happening and that we will discuss it further at the meeting on Monday.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Sun, 13 Sep 2020 14:33:13 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dave,

Thanks for sending this over.Â I reviewed the included documents.
Stevenâ€™s full assessment in this situation is simply incorrect.Â The primary heading of Section 2
clearly applies broadly to outdoor activities of commercial business, with the intention of enabling
impacted businesses to operate with the requirement that they adhere to public health and safety
guidelines, which we do.Â I agree with Stevenâ€™s comment that EO7MM Section 2A and 2B applies
to dining, but I am not citing those paragraphs as enabling language for our application.Â Note the
absence of any mention regarding dining of EO7MM Section 2.Â As cited:
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for Outdoor Activities.
In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in commercial establishments while
allowing commercial establishments to operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and
complies with my executive orders or any order issued by an executive agency or municipal official
pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including
but not limited to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of Connecticut General
Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section 22a-27j, or any special act, municipal
charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal
laws and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as
enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:

EO7MM Section 2C addresses zoning parking requirements:
c. Minimum Parking Lifted to Facilitate Outdoor Activities. Any Covered Law requiring a minimum
number of parking spaces or prohibiting Outdoor Activities from taking place in parking lots is
suspended to the extent required to permit such Outdoor Activities alone or in conjunction with
any other authorized activity, including any activity required to enable the response to the COVID19 pandemic.
Any Covered Law prohibiting Outdoor Activities from taking place in on-street parking spaces is

modified to allow the Local Enforcement Official to permit this activity, consistent with the
requirements of this Order.

EO7MM Section 2D is addressed in the accompanying package that was submitted:
d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities is suspended to
the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer,
landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion
and sediment control plan; photometric lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that
the applicant has submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned
and depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is
proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with or without
accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor, light pollution, and
environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding
the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional
and more detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health,
safety and the environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.

EO7MM Section 2E captures that the ZEO followed the proper protocol in accordance with the
executive order language.Â It also notes that the timeframe forÂ appeals has past, which defaults to a
zoning approval.
e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local Enforcement
Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with any executive orders or
rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any
complete application for Outdoor Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such decision (including,
but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the
complete application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials required
pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local Enforcement Official to act pursuant to
the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an approval of the
application.

EO7MM Section 2F captures that the ZEO declined the permit, the applicant could appeal. Â This does
not apply.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official approves
with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the
applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including,
but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the planning and zoning commission or to
the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the townâ€™s legislative
body, to the planning commission, provided that any Covered Law that would require a public
hearing for such appeal is suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an
individualâ€™s right to submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a
municipal authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose

fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.
EO7MM Section 2G enables the use of this shared and adjacent site for this commercial outdoor
activity and enables the ZEO with authority.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to take
place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take place only in
certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot,
zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written permission from the
owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed to take place
is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further provided that any nearby lot,
zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must include a commercial use or be
located in a commercial zoning district.

EO7MM Section 2K states that I should be issued a refund for my application fee. If protocol allows, I
would like any returned fees to beÂ donated to the Morris FireÂ Company.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the extent they
impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor Activities, and no fees for
such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to the State or to any municipality for
the duration of the emergency.

Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

ï»¿On 9/13/20, 10:10 AM, "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Ben
Â Â Â Attached is the message sent with all the paperwork on your current outdoor event use.Â We
can discuss this and other pertinent aspects of the use during our meeting on Monday September 14th
at 7 PM.

Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------Â Â Â From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â To: Jeton Adili <AdiliJeton@yahoo.com>, Veronica Florio <veronica@jobshop.com>, Katie Nack
<katie.nack@gmail.com>, Eileen Narbutas <eileennarbutas@yahoo.com>, Del Knox
<delknox@hotmail.com>, Dave Geremia Jr. <dpgeremia@aol.com>, Bill Ayles <WAyles@jcj.com>,
Robert McIntosh <robertmcintosh@frontlineelectric.com>
Â Â Â Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 20:47:10 -0400
Â Â Â Subject: FWD: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Planners and Zoners
Â Â Â Please review the forwarded message.Â This is the e-mail exchange between Steve Byrne and
me regarding southFARMS.Â Additionally, the application, a presentation that summarizes Ben's
operation and the Executive Order Steve is discussing.
Â Â Â Please review the attached documents.Â Ben will likely attend.Â We can discuss the proper
course of action based on what has been provided.
Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â P. S. This will be forwarded to Ben so he can respond as needed.Â Additionally, I will be
forwarding the latest from Jocelyn next.
Â Â Â ----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ
ÂÂÂ

From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2020 17:05:44 -0400
Subject: Re: re[4]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris

Â Â Â We may have a problem with municipal estoppel.Ã‚Â From the attached application and
presentation materials, the scope of the use was clearly presented to Tony and he approved it.Ã‚Â So,
my first impression is that estoppel would apply here.

Â Â Â That being said, Tony approved it pursuant to the Governor's COVID emergency [executive]
orders, so it is a temporary approval that will expire in February of 2021.

Â Â Â If South Farms wants this to be a permanent use, then it should work with the Commission to
address some of the complaints and also consider what application would be needed.Ã‚Â

Â Â Â My review of the regulations is that outdoor concerts are not permitted.Ã‚Â Thus, an
amendment to the zoning regulations would be needed.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃ‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Ã‚Â If the reader of
this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination or
copying is strictly prohibited.Ã‚Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this e-mail
and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply
e-mail to the sender of this message.Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 9:16 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â AttachedÃ‚ is the application Ben filled out.Ã‚Â The presentation that summarizes his use and
its location on the property is also attached.Ã‚Â He has itÃ‚ all set up in the residential district because
he can't fit it in the CB Zone and implement social distancing.
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â The only thing left is to determine if estoppel applies.Ã‚Â That isÃ‚ why theÃ‚ presentation and
the application is attached.Ã‚Â Please let me know whereÃ‚ we stand.
Â Â Â Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Â Â Â Ã‚ Ã‚

Â Â Â Â From:Ã‚ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
Â Â Â To:Ã‚ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â Date:Ã‚ Tue, 8 Sep 2020 12:52:46 -0400
Â Â Â Subject:Ã‚ Re: re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Ã‚ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Thanks for the information Dave.

Â Â Â Executive Order 7MM doesn't apply here.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The language in the order expressly limits it
to outdoor food & beverage service or outdoor display of goods - nothing about concerts or outdoor
events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â While Ben cites parts of 7MM, he leaves out the sections that state, this making it
look like the order applies to any outdoor activity.

Â Â Â That being said, municipal estoppel could be an issue.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â We need to know exactly what
was submitted to Tony and what approval he gave.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â However, since any claimed approval is
tied to 7MM, it expires in November anyway.

Â Â Â A PDD may be the only way to regulate this farm due to the wide variety of activities taking place
there in addition to the farm.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â As Ben claims, it is pretty unique.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution, dissemination
or copying is strictly prohibited.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If you have received this message in error, please delete this
e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately notify the sender by sending
a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Mon, Sep 7, 2020 at 9:48 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Thank you for the information.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I wanted to be 100% sure on what the situation
is.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â It looks like the only way this can be done is to do a PDD application.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â With 92
acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road owned by BenÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ PaletskyÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ is ideal for
this.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not the CB
zone.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I am not aware of any pre-existing uses of the property that included outdoor concerts
or comedy events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Therefore, there aren't any backdoors there.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is usedÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ for
weddings and other events where music is a customary use associated with the even.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Some
of the music has been outdoors; however, these events are unrelated to any activity at the
barn.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â As a result, it isn't even a matter of moving his prior use outside, which might qualify
him under COVID.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â He has an impressive
line of events.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Unfortunately, he did not talk to anyone other than Tony assuming he would
fall in under COVID.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â IÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ will also forward my communications with him and one other
citizen so you have a complete record.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I do not have a site plan.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
Assuming there is one, I will forward it when Tony sends it to me.
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â We will meet on the 14th.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â IÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ willÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ present everything to the board at
that time.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Please let me know whether there is anything in the rest of the record that raises
issues either in favor or against the application.Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The only concern I have left isÃƒâ‰ Ã‚
estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben states that he has gone through everyone in
town,Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ except theÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ zoning board itselfÃƒâ‰ Ã‚ to get approval.
Â Â Â Dave
Â Â Â ----------------------- Original Message ----------------------Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â From:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
Â Â Â To:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Â Â Â Date:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Â Â Â Subject:Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Â Â Â Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚ Ãƒâ‰ Ã‚
Â Â Â Â Dave

Â Â Â I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
The language you cite is from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â The term
'indoor' would apply to motion pictures, dramatic production and musical productions.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical productions are not permitted.

Â Â Â As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic, I don't
know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to outdoor concerts/events.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â I have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor events, which are in addition to
and do not preempt local zoning controls.

Â Â Â As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from TAHD.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Basically, it eliminated its own noise regulations.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â However, noise
complaints can still be made to TAHD which will enforce by relying on State regulations.

Â Â Â Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise except that noise
must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Â Â Â Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Â Â Â Byrne & Byrne LLC
Â Â Â 790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Â Â Â Farmington CTÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â 06032
Â Â Â (860) 677-7355
Â Â Â (860) 677-5262 (fax)

Â Â Â The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€
¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If the reader of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use,
distribution, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â If you have
received this message in error, please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your
system and immediately notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this
message.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Thank you.

Â Â Â On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Â Â Â Steve
Â Â Â The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor
concerts.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â They added a stage for this purpose.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â He
already has a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan review.
Â Â Â There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that
reads:
Â Â Â Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.

Â Â Â It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â It potentially
leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical productions to be outdoors.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
Regardless, how do you interpret this line?ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â Additionally, do the COVID
regulations play any role in this?
Â Â Â One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â TAHD will
accept complaints; however, they have rescinded their prior rules on noise.ÃƒâˆžÃ¢â€¢ËšÃƒâ‰ Ã‚Â
What authority do they refer to on this?
Â Â Â Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Jeton Adili; Veronica Florio; Katie Nack; Bill Ayles; Eileen Narbutas; Del Knox; Robert McIntosh; Dave Geremia Jr.
Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Fwd: Questions
Sunday, September 13, 2020 9:41:44 AM

All
Here is the e-mail exchange with Kevin DeRohen.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:27:30 -0400
Subject: re: Fwd: Questions
  

Kevin

Thank you for your inquiry. This is an important matter for the board. We are looking into it.
A final decsion has not been made. We meet again on the 14th. In the meantime I am gathering information on
the matter.     
Here are answers to your questions:
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
There was a plan for the stage that was submitted to Planning and Zoning. It was approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer (ZEO) `based on the new COVID regulations; however, there are other aspects of this that the
board will be looking into.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
The COVID regulations don't require a formal hearing.  Therefore, one was not held. It is not yet clear whether a
public hearing would be required should this have been done during normal times.
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
The COVID regulations impose a restriction that anything approved under these rules is not allowed to become an
established permitted use when the Executive Order expires. Beyond that, the only restrictions would be the town
ordinance on noise.
The town ordinance and state regulations are the only rules that apply to noise. The Torrington Area Health
Department no longer provides guidance on the matter of noise. That was the basis for the rules established
for the The Barn.
The town ordinance is something southFARMS appears to be adhering too. The ordinance allows the noise to
continue until 11 PM I have paid attention to the hours of the performance as I can't help but hear the shows when
I open my windows. In every case, they event has ended between 9 PM and 10 PM, generally shortly after 9 PM.
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
The plan did not come before the board. It will be on our agenda for our meeting on the 14th.

5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?
The property in question is a 92-acre parcel on 21 Higbie Road. It is largely in the CB commercial zone. The CB
zone is the most intensive commercial district in Morris. The commercial district runs about 1500 feet south of 109
to a stone wall that runs east-west perpendicular to Route 63.  On the property on the southwest corner of the
intersection of 109 and 63 is a nursery, which has a commercial site plan approved. The barn and adjoining
property have an approved commercial use.
Irrespective of whether a farm is a commercial use by nature, farming has changed a lot recently. We have a farm
that is a rod and gun club. There are farm breweries and wineries all over the place. The property at 21 Higbie
Road has its own unique take on farming, which we will continue to explore when we review the current use.
Thank you for your input on this. I understand that the sound does intrude on things, especially on a weekend
evening. Right now, things are targeted for our next meeting on 9/14. If anything changes, we will let you know.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 2 Sep 2020 13:02:12 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Fwd: Questions
  

---------- Original Message ---------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: P&Z@townofmorrisct.com
Date: September 2, 2020 at 11:15 AM
Subject: Questions
Good morning,
As I will not be able to participate in tonight's Zoom meeting, I would like to
submit the following questions via e-mail.
These questions concern the new Events Facility at South Farms.
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in
any of the agendas.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on
"The Barn"} for live music
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and
will be taxed as "commercial"?
Over the last 8 months I have paid very little attention to the goings on in
the Town of Morris, as it really will not change the way things are handled. I

limit my concerns to what effects only my family and my property. I live at
212 Watertown Rd, and this directly effects both, The noise coming from this
venue is ridiculous. I cannot have my windows open and even with them
closed the noise overtakes everything inside my house. I can only imagine
the homes closer than us. There are several "events" scheduled every
month, this leaves my family no time to sit out and enjoy our property, let
alone the detrimental effect it will have on trying to sell it.
I am trying to work with P+Z to get answers to these questions, but will be
reaching out for legal advise and possibly moving in another direction if a
solution or explanation can't be supplied.
Thank you,
Kevin DeRoehn
212 Watertown Rd
Morris Ct. 06763
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Morris Planning and Zoning
Here is an e-mail conversation with Ben Paletsky regarding southFARMS.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------  
From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
  

Ben

While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning perspective that may cause an issue with
this. I am concerned that these issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory to other activities at the barn. The
difference now is that the outdoor performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter. Specifically, I need to review the site plan
to understand where everything is situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that outdoor concerts are a permitted use,
even in the CA or CB zones. The reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and
CB zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that must be considered.
Regardless, most of what COVID discusses is related to restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it
too.
It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not made a decision on this and likely will
not make a decision on this until the board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
  

Hi Tony and David,

I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the
points that the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points
Iâ€™d like to highlight that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â

Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the
property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the
moving forward with this, I performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and
to minimize noise impact to the community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor agritourism farm and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism component
to maintain a sustainable farmland operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the
infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Â
Please note I disclosed this plan during a public selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this
plan with P&Z (ZEO), TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale
Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our health and safety
protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-ExecutiveOrders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities. In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in
commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to operate in a
manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive orders or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health
and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited
to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of
Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that
conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws and regulations being,
collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as enumerated
below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities

is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans
stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking
plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan; photometric
lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has
submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and
depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and
what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with
or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor,
light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts
will be managed. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement
Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more detailed information that
he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the
environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local
Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with
any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending
the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor Activities, and
shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or
certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application,
or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials required pursuant
to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local Enforcement Official to act pursuant
to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an approval of
the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official
approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant
to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice
of the decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the
planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the
zoning commission is the townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission,
provided that any Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is
suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose
fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to
take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take
place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on

any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written
permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity
is proposed to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must
include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted during the
state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the
extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor
Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to the
State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that would
be helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun
club will be measurably louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my
operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional questions, I would be
happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on the
farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: South Farms
Thursday, September 10, 2020 9:19:26 PM

Jeton
Thank you
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Wed, 9 Sep 2020 10:12:25 -0400
Subject: RE: South Farms
  

Hey
Â
Thank You for clarifying this information. Also I think where the music takes place is on is actually 54
Watertown Rd. I will send the files he provided me.
Â
Thank You
Â
From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2020 9:31 AM
To: Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
Subject: re: South Farms

Â

Jeton
Â
Operating as an outdoor entertainment facility is not consideredÂ a customary accessory use.Â Things like wineries
and farm breweries do require zoning approval.Â They alsoÂ require a liquor license.Â The permitting functions still
are necessary for these uses too.Â
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To:Â dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date:Â Wed, 9 Sep 2020 09:15:59 -0400
Subject:Â South Farms
ÂÂ

I have a quick question. I was wondering under the CB regulations it does say under permitted uses
Ã¢â‚¬Å“Farm use and related activitiesÃ¢â‚¬ . Does that matter in this case. You have mentioned
numerous times how farms have changed recently. So how broad can this be used?
Ã‚Â
Thank You, Tony

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
re: South Farms
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 9:30:26 AM

Jeton
Operating as an outdoor entertainment facility is not considered a customary accessory use. Things like wineries
and farm breweries do require zoning approval. They also require a liquor license. The permitting functions still
are necessary for these uses too.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 9 Sep 2020 09:15:59 -0400
Subject: South Farms
  

I have a quick question. I was wondering under the CB regulations it does say under permitted uses
â€œFarm use and related activitiesâ€ . Does that matter in this case. You have mentioned numerous
times how farms have changed recently. So how broad can this be used?
Â
Thank You, Tony

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning; dave.wiig@docuware.com
re: South Farms
Tuesday, September 08, 2020 9:45:45 AM

Jeton
Please look up whether there is more than one parcel associated with the property between Higbie Road and
Route 63. My recollection is that there is one 92 acre parcel there. There are other lots like Babush's house and
the property the Ajazi's rent to John Murray; however, most of those lots are not owned by Ben.
The decision is up to the board; however, the board's decision has to be based on whether the application meets
or fails to meet the zoning regulations. The only other consideration would be whether the input from town
officials and the initial approval amounts to estoppel. Estoppel is when a town official says it is okay to do and the
person goes ahead and does it on that basis. If that applies, it might be a justification for some consideration to let
him continue the use through the fall as he makes a PDD application.
Regarding his prior outdoor concerts, he had a primary use. Music with live performances could be an accessory
use to a wedding and other private parties.  He clearly not doing it as an accessory use. It is becoming the primary
use and hence the issue.
As for your actions, Ben is well organized. He went to various town boards and had his ducks in a row. Despite
that, do we have a map of how the use falls on the properly? I know with COVID much of the standard
requirements are waived, which puts you and the board in precarious situations. I chalk it up to learning a lesson.
Whatever you approve in the future, make sure there is documentation. With COVID, all else failing, walk the
property with the applicant to have them show you what they are doing and where they are doing it. Don't be
afraid to reach out to us when you are not sure. All of the ZEOs who did the job well were willing to consult with
the board when they weren't sure.
Also note that knowledge of the town makes a difference. With 30+ years in town, about 30 years on zoning and
having done the section on large properties in the Natural Resources Inventory, I have a better knowledge of that
property than most people. Seeing how he was doing things, coupled with that knowledge led me to believe that
there might be an issue. That is an instinct I have that you will learn over time.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: dave.wiig@docuware.com, wiig@optonline.net
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2020 08:41:28 -0400
Subject: South Farms
  

Hey Dave,
Â
Ya I think it may be on one of the parcels and is under Watertown Rd. I may have erred under the
impression because of the pandemic he may have been allowed to do this, but beside the point I am
sure we can do something and leave it up to the board to decide.Â Also hypothetically speaking could
the board decide due to the pandemic we will allow this or is this something that due to the rules we
have in this zone that he has to stop? Second how has he been doing concerts before the pandemic if
those are not allowed in this zone according to Steve Byrne. I think it needs an extensive overview or
we need to look into the history of the farm and all the parcels attached to it to figure it out. Third is
this something that we need to look at in our regulations to eventually adjust to the times and the
many uses farms have available to them. Also I feel like Ben will work with us to figure all these things
out. This is a rough time for businesses that do large gatherings whether indoors and outdoors and this
pandemic provides us with some changes we can make for future emergencies.

Â
Thank You, Tony!
Â
Â

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David R. Wiig
Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 07, 2020 11:07:02 PM
~gmD003.png
image004(18).png
image006(10).png

Tony
Thank you for responding. I hadn't gotten far enough back in my e-mails until now. Having taken a ride around
the property during Saturday's concert, I get the impression that the stage and the audience may be in the
residential district. Regardless, I will hold off on considering that the case until we have the map.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: "Planning & Zoning" <planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 4 Sep 2020 08:48:38 -0400
Subject: RE: Planning and Zoning
  

I have been looking for the file, but have not found it yet. 1. The stage is new, but it gets rolled away
when there is not an event in progress. 2. It only is there during events. It is located across and closer
to Watertown Rd. I am not sure where the audience is, but we can ask Ben that I believe. I know there
audience is on the hill and the stage is facing them. The cars park where they normally have during
other events he has done. Also it is better if you ask him for the exact answers to these. Maybe also we
should forward what Ben said to Steve to see what he has to say. I also think seeing what Kevin
DeRoehn has said we should potentially send him Bens email as well. That is pretty explanatory and if
the COVID-19 pandemic emergency powers are correct I do not think I do not think I did anything
wrong. I think Steve will be the best source of information. We can still invite Ben for the 14th meeting
to see what else he can provide.
Â
Â
Â
From: David R. Wiig [mailto:wiig@optonline.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2020 11:24 PM
To: Jeton Adili
Cc: Planning & Zoning
Subject: FWD: Planning and Zoning

Â

Jeton
Â
It looks like your approach that this is covered by COVID may be correct.Â Regardless, IÂ needÂ to be able
toÂ answer KevinÂ DeRoehn's questions.Â At this point, I do not have all the information needed to answer him.
Â
ForÂ starters,Â there are the following questions:
Â
1. Is there a new stage?
2. Is this stage a permanent structure?
3. Where on the property is the stage located?Â Specifically, is it in the CB zone or in theÂ residentialÂ zone?
4. WhereÂ is the audience situated?Â Again, the keyÂ question is whether they are in the CBÂ zone or the
residential zone?
5. WhereÂ are the cars parking?Â Based on the traffic flow on Higbie Road, it appears toÂ me like they are in the
residential zone.Â Is this correct?
Â

Â
To date, all of the commercial activity has been in the CB zone.Â I am concerned that the use is spilling over into
the residential zone.Â While I would love to have the use available in town now and in the future, I have concerns
that it breaks zoning rules.Â
Â
While it probablyÂ is possible, does it really fit in the CB zone?Â If not, is this legal, even with COVID?Â It is
oneÂ thing to lose parking spaces to add outdoor dining tablesÂ and seats.Â It is another thing to have a
commercial use spill over into the residential zone.
Â
Ben's e-mail also requires a response.Â Can you eitherÂ answer the questions above or getÂ me a copy of his
application and site plan.Â That way I can respond properly.Â
Â
Alternatively, where in the office is the file on southFARMS? If it is in the office and I can get in the office, then that
probably would do the trick.Â If it is easier,Â feel free to respond via text message.Â I just don't want to bother
you at this hour of the night via a text message.Â Additionally, I have too much to say about it for a text message.
Â
Dave
Â
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------ÂÂ
From:Â Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To:Â <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date:Â Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject:Â Planning and Zoning
ÂÂ

Hi Tony and David,
Â
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Ã‚Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the
points that the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Ã‚Â Here are a few
points IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢d like to highlight that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is
compliant.Ã‚Â
Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the
property borders, and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Ã‚Â Prior to
the moving forward with this, I performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy
and to minimize noise impact to the community.
Â
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Ã‚Â
Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Ã‚Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor
agri-tourism farm and event facility. WeÃ¢â‚¬â„¢re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism
component to maintain a sustainable farmland operation.Ã‚Â Please note that the intentional
positioning of the infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled allows me to still take hay cuttings off of
that area.
Â
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Ã‚Â

Please note I disclosed this plan during a public selectmanÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s meeting on 7/7.Ã‚Â Also, I
reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO), TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire
Company, LVA, Yale Public Health, a state Senator, and have the support of CTÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s DECD as our
health and safety protocols are second to none.Ã‚Â
Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Ã‚Â
Â

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-ExecutiveOrders/Executive-Order-No-7MM.pdf
Â
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for
Outdoor Activities.Â In order to prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in
commercial establishments while allowing commercial establishments to operate in a
manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive ordersÂ or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health
and civil preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited
to any rules or guidelines issued by the Department of Economic and Community
Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any provision of
Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 andÂ Section
22a-27j, or any special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that
conflicts with this Order (all such state and municipal laws and regulations being,
collectively, the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Covered LawsÃ¢â‚¬ ), is suspended and modified, as enumerated
below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
Â
2d. Application Process.Â Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities
is suspended to the extent that it requires any of the following documents: plans
stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or architect; site survey; parking
plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan; photometric
lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has
submitted, at a minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and
depicting with reasonable accuracy the outdoor area that is proposed to be used and
what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and a narrative (with
or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor,
light pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts
will be managed.Â Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement
Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more detailed information that
he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the
environment, in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for
expedited review of such applications.
Â
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law,Â the Local

Enforcement Official shall review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with
any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to executive orders (including extending
the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor Activities, and
shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or
certified mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receiptÂ of the complete
application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual receipt of any additional materials
required pursuant to the previous paragraph.Â Any failure of the Local Enforcement
Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be
deemed to be an approval of the application.
Â
f. Appeals.Â Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if aÂ Local Enforcement Official
approves with conditions or rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant
to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision, within 7 days of receipt of notice
of the decisionÂ (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to the
planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the
zoning commission is the townÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s legislative body, to the planning commission,
provided that any Covered Law that would require a public hearing for such appeal is
suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal
authority to enforce conditions associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose
fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and desist order.Â
Â
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces.Â Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to
take place on the same lot, zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take
place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow Outdoor Activities to take place on
any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that written
permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity
is proposed to take place is provided to the Local Enforcement OfficialÂ and further
provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street face used for Outdoor Activities must
include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
Â
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that wouldÂ provide
nonconforming use or structure rights to any activity or structure permitted during the
state of emergencyÂ pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is suspended.Â
Â
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees.Â The Covered Laws are suspended to the
extent they impose fees for applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor
Activities, andÂ no fees for such applications shall be collected or be due and owed to
the State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.
Â
Â

Â
I saw the questions in KevinÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s email.Ã‚Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that
would be helpful.Ã‚Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at
the gun club will be measurably louder than anything we produce.Ã‚Â I spent the due diligence to
ensure my operation meets and exceeds regulatory compliancy.Ã‚Â If you have additional questions, I
would be happy to address them.Ã‚Â
Â
Also, IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on
the farm?
Â
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
Â
General Manager
Â

office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768

Â
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

Â

Â

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Planning and Zoning
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:55:38 PM

Steve
This is the communication with Ben Paletsky. He is southFARMS.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: South Farms <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>, <adilijeton@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:09:26 -0400
Subject: re: Planning and Zoning
Ben
While this is not a final response, there are several things from a zoning perspective that may cause an issue with
this. I am concerned that these issues are not overridden by the COVID rules. The noise aspect of this was a
concern Kevin raised; however, that is the least of my concerns.
The previous concerts are known of. It was thought that these were accessory to other activities at the barn. The
difference now is that the outdoor performances have become the primary use. There do not appear to be other
events associated with the music and entertainment.
There has not been time to completely review the record on the matter. Specifically, I need to review the site plan to
understand where everything is situated. The concern being that some of the use spills over into land in the
residential district. Additionally, the Zoning regulations do not state that outdoor concerts are a permitted use, even
in the CA or CB zones. The reference to musical and dramatic productions that are permitted in the CA and CB
zones also contains the word indoor.
The question of whether this may be overridden by COVID rules is something that must be considered. Regardless,
most of what COVID discusses is related to restaurants and retail. I am looking into this aspect of it too.
It did not seem fair to make you wait for a response. Regardless, I have not made a decision on this and likely will
not make a decision on this until the board meets on the 14th. I will leave it to the board to decide; however, you
deserve to know the concerns I have from a zoning perspective.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: Ben Paletsky <bpaletsky@southfarms.org>
To: <adilijeton@yahoo.com>, David Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Thu, 03 Sep 2020 20:01:08 -0400
Subject: Planning and Zoning
Hi Tony and David,
I had an opportunity to review the P&Z call last night.Â I think it was a fair discussion and I think the points that
the both of you and the rest of the commission had, were all good.Â Here are a few points Iâ€™d like to highlight

that may help the commission appreciate why this endeavor is compliant.Â
Noise:
I measured audio readings and our decibel readings are well below the discussed threshold at the property borders,
and even provide safe levels of audio exposure within the seating area.Â Prior to the moving forward with this, I
performed testing to measure noise thresholds to ensure compliancy and to minimize noise impact to the
community.
Timing:
South Farms event do not occur past the 11pm noise ordinance.Â
Use:
I have hosted outdoor concerts on the farm for over 5 years.Â South Farms is an indoor/outdoor agri-tourism farm
and event facility. Weâ€™re a working farm, that integrates an agri-tourism component to maintain a sustainable
farmland operation.Â Please note that the intentional positioning of the infrastructure at the perimeter of the filled
allows me to still take hay cuttings off of that area.
Process:
I believe I have followed the process (and then some) and we have worked together appropriately.Â Please note I
disclosed this plan during a public selectmanâ€™s meeting on 7/7.Â Also, I reviewed this plan with P&Z (ZEO),
TAHD, Wetlands, Building Official, Fire Marshal, Morris Fire Company, LVA, Yale Public Health, a state Senator,
and have the support of CTâ€™s DECD as our health and safety protocols are second to none.Â
Executive Orders:
Please note that the following executive order is in effect.Â
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-OrderNo-7MM.pdf
2. Suspension and Modification of Certain Permitting and Approval Processes for Outdoor Activities. In order to
prevent the potential transmission of COVID-19 in commercial establishments while allowing commercial
establishments to operate in a manner that promotes social distancing and complies with my executive orders or any
order issued by an executive agency or municipal official pursuant to the public health and civil preparedness
emergency declared on March 10, 2020, including but not limited to any rules or guidelines issued by the
Department of Economic and Community Development for operation of businesses during such emergency, any
provision of Connecticut General Statutes Chapters 14, 97a, 98, 124, 126, 242, or 541 and Section 22a-27j, or any
special act, municipal charter, ordinance, resolution, or regulation that conflicts with this Order (all such state and
municipal laws and regulations being, collectively, the â€œCovered Lawsâ€ ), is suspended and modified, as
enumerated below, for the duration of this Order and as hereafter provided:
2d. Application Process. Any Covered Law relating to applications for Outdoor Activities is suspended to the extent
that it requires any of the following documents: plans stamped by a licensed engineer, landscape architect, or
architect; site survey; parking plan; traffic study or plan; sign plan; soil erosion and sediment control plan;
photometric lighting plan; or stormwater management plan; provided that the applicant has submitted, at a
minimum, a drawing or illustration, roughly to scale or dimensioned and depicting with reasonable accuracy the
outdoor area that is proposed to be used and what is proposed to be placed, built, or erected in the outdoor area, and
a narrative (with or without accompanying illustrations) that explains any noise, waste management, odor, light
pollution, and environmental impacts expected from same and how said impacts will be managed. Notwithstanding
the preceding sentence, the Local Enforcement Official may require an applicant to submit additional and more
detailed information that he or she reasonably deems necessary to protect public health, safety and the environment,
in order to complete an application, taking into account the need for expedited review of such applications.
2e. Approval and Conditions. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, the Local Enforcement Official shall
review and approve, approve with conditions consistent with any executive orders or rules issued pursuant to
executive orders (including extending the hours of operation), or reject any complete application for Outdoor
Activities, and shall notify an applicant of such decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified
mail) by the later of (i) ten days after actual receipt of the complete application, or (ii) ten calendar days after actual

receipt of any additional materials required pursuant to the previous paragraph. Any failure of the Local
Enforcement Official to act pursuant to the preceding sentence within such time period shall be deemed to be an
approval of the application.
f. Appeals. Notwithstanding any contrary Covered Law, if a Local Enforcement Official approves with conditions or
rejects an application for an Outdoor Activity filed pursuant to this Order, the applicant may appeal such decision,
within 7 days of receipt of notice of the decision (including, but not limited to, emailed notice or certified mail), to
the planning and zoning commission or to the zoning commission, as applicable, but if the zoning commission is the
townâ€™s legislative body, to the planning commission, provided that any Covered Law that would require a public
hearing for such appeal is suspended. Nothing in this Order shall suspend or modify an individualâ€™s right to
submit a complaint to the relevant municipal authority or the right of a municipal authority to enforce conditions
associated with a permitted Outdoor Activity, impose fines and fees, or issue a notice of violation or a cease and
desist order.
g. Shared Lots and Expanded Spaces. Any Covered Law requiring Outdoor Activities to take place on the same lot,
zoning lot, street face or yard as a principal use, or to take place only in certain yards, shall be modified to allow
Outdoor Activities to take place on any nearby lot, zoning lot, street face, or yard, (contiguous or not), provided that
written permission from the owner of any other lot or zoning lot on which such Outdoor Activity is proposed to take
place is provided to the Local Enforcement Official and further provided that any nearby lot, zoning lot, or street
face used for Outdoor Activities must include a commercial use or be located in a commercial zoning district
j. No Nonconformity Rights Bestowed. Any Covered Law that would provide nonconforming use or structure rights
to any activity or structure permitted during the state of emergency pursuant to this Section 2 of this Order is
suspended.
k. No Application, Building or Related Fees. The Covered Laws are suspended to the extent they impose fees for
applications filed pursuant to this Order for Outdoor Activities, and no fees for such applications shall be collected
or be due and owed to the State or to any municipality for the duration of the emergency.

I saw the questions in Kevinâ€™s email.Â If he could provide actual decibel figures of noise that would be
helpful.Â I know for a fact (as I measured it) that Route 63 road noise and sport shooting at the gun club will be
measurably louder than anything we produce.Â I spent the due diligence to ensure my operation meets and exceeds
regulatory compliancy.Â If you have additional questions, I would be happy to address them.Â
Also, Iâ€™m hearing correctly that the board is requesting a Metallica ACOUSTIC performance on the farm?
Best regards,
Ben Paletsky
General Manager
office.860.567.9847 mobile.413.374.0768
The White Barn at South Farms
21 Higbie Road (P.O. Box 22)
Morris, CT 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
FWD: re: Fwd: Questions
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:52:36 PM

Steve
This is the complaint from Kevin DeRoehn.
Dave
----------------------- Forwarded Message ----------------------From: David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net>
To: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
Date: Sat, 5 Sep 2020 10:27:30 -0400
Subject: re: Fwd: Questions
Kevin
Thank you for your inquiry. This is an important matter for the board. We are looking into it.
A final decsion has not been made. We meet again on the 14th. In the meantime I am gathering information on the
matter.    
Here are answers to your questions:
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
There was a plan for the stage that was submitted to Planning and Zoning. It was approved by the Zoning
Enforcement Officer (ZEO) `based on the new COVID regulations; however, there are other aspects of this that the
board will be looking into.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
The COVID regulations don't require a formal hearing. Therefore, one was not held. It is not yet clear whether a
public hearing would be required should this have been done during normal times.
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
The COVID regulations impose a restriction that anything approved under these rules is not allowed to become an
established permitted use when the Executive Order expires. Beyond that, the only restrictions would be the town
ordinance on noise.
The town ordinance and state regulations are the only rules that apply to noise. The Torrington Area Health
Department no longer provides guidance on the matter of noise. That was the basis for the rules established for the
The Barn.
The town ordinance is something southFARMS appears to be adhering too. The ordinance allows the noise to
continue until 11 PM I have paid attention to the hours of the performance as I can't help but hear the shows when I
open my windows. In every case, they event has ended between 9 PM and 10 PM, generally shortly after 9 PM.

4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
The plan did not come before the board. It will be on our agenda for our meeting on the 14th.
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?
The property in question is a 92-acre parcel on 21 Higbie Road. It is largely in the CB commercial zone. The CB
zone is the most intensive commercial district in Morris. The commercial district runs about 1500 feet south of 109
to a stone wall that runs east-west perpendicular to Route 63. On the property on the southwest corner of the
intersection of 109 and 63 is a nursery, which has a commercial site plan approved. The barn and adjoining property
have an approved commercial use.
Irrespective of whether a farm is a commercial use by nature, farming has changed a lot recently. We have a farm
that is a rod and gun club. There are farm breweries and wineries all over the place. The property at 21 Higbie
Road has its own unique take on farming, which we will continue to explore when we review the current use.
Thank you for your input on this. I understand that the sound does intrude on things, especially on a weekend
evening. Right now, things are targeted for our next meeting on 9/14. If anything changes, we will let you know.
Dave
----------------------- Original Message ----------------------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: wiig@optonline.net
Date: Wed, 2 Sep 2020 13:02:12 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Fwd: Questions

---------- Original Message ---------From: DEROEHN <kderoehn@optimum.net>
To: P&Z@townofmorrisct.com
Date: September 2, 2020 at 11:15 AM
Subject: Questions
Good morning,
As I will not be able to participate in tonight's Zoom meeting, I would like to submit the following questions via email.
These questions concern the new Events Facility at South Farms.
1. Was this facility approved by P+Z, and if so when? I see no mention in any of the agendas.
2. Was there a public hearing on this, and if so when?
3. Were there any noise restrictions put on this {similar to those imposed on "The Barn"} for live music
4. Why were neighboring residents not made aware of this venue
5. Is it safe to assume that this parcel no longer qualifies as "farm land" and will be taxed as "commercial"?

Over the last 8 months I have paid very little attention to the goings on in the Town of Morris, as it really will not
change the way things are handled. I limit my concerns to what effects only my family and my property. I live at
212 Watertown Rd, and this directly effects both, The noise coming from this venue is ridiculous. I cannot have my
windows open and even with them closed the noise overtakes everything inside my house. I can only imagine the
homes closer than us. There are several "events" scheduled every month, this leaves my family no time to sit out and
enjoy our property, let alone the detrimental effect it will have on trying to sell it.
I am trying to work with P+Z to get answers to these questions, but will be reaching out for legal advise and
possibly moving in another direction if a solution or explanation can't be supplied.
Thank you,
Kevin DeRoehn
212 Watertown Rd
Morris Ct. 06763

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
re[2]: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Monday, September 07, 2020 9:48:26 PM

Steve
Thank you for the information. I wanted to be 100% sure on what the situation is. It looks like the only way this
can be done is to do a PDD application. With 92 acres, the property in question at 21 Higbie Road owned by
Ben Paletsky is ideal for this.
In researching this further, it appears that the stage is in the R-60 zone, not the CB zone. I am not aware of any
pre-existing uses of the property that included outdoor concerts or comedy events. Therefore, there aren't any
backdoors there.
There have been outdoor concerts before; however, the white barn is used for weddings and other events where
music is a customary use associated with the even. Some of the music has been outdoors; however, these events
are unrelated to any activity at the barn. As a result, it isn't even a matter of moving his prior use outside, which
might qualify him under COVID.
If you haven't figured out what this is, Google southFARMS. He has an impressive line of events. Unfortunately, he
did not talk to anyone other than Tony assuming he would fall in under COVID. I will also forward my
communications with him and one other citizen so you have a complete record. I do not have a site plan.  
Assuming there is one, I will forward it when Tony sends it to me.
We will meet on the 14th. I will present everything to the board at that time. Please let me know whether there is
anything in the rest of the record that raises issues either in favor or against the application. The only concern I
have left is estoppel because, the ZEO approved it and Ben states that he has gone through everyone in
town, except the zoning board itself to get approval.
Dave

----------------------- Original Message ----------------------  
From: Steven Byrne <attysbyrne@gmail.com>
To: "David R. Wiig" <wiig@optonline.net>
Date: Fri, 4 Sep 2020 15:18:30 -0400
Subject: Re: Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
  

Dave

I don't believe that outdoor concerts are permitted in the CB district.Â The language you cite is
from Sec. 31.6 of the zoning regulations.Â The term 'indoor' would apply to motion pictures,
dramatic production and musical productions.Â Outdoor motion pictures, dramatic or musical
productions are not permitted.
As for any of the Governor's Executive Orders given in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic, I
don't know of any that overrides zoning restrictions in regard to outdoor concerts/events.Â I
have attached the Covid-19 restrictions for outdoor events, which are in addition to and do not
preempt local zoning controls.
As for TAHD and noise enforcement, please see the attached memo from TAHD.Â Basically, it
eliminated its own noise regulations.Â However, noise complaints can still be made to TAHD
which will enforce by relying on State regulations.
Morris also has a noise ordinance "reasonable noise", which is not very precise except that noise
must be reasonable after 11 pm.

Attorney Steven E. Byrne
Byrne & Byrne LLC
790 Farmington Ave., Suite 2B
Farmington CTÂ 06032
(860) 677-7355
(860) 677-5262 (fax)
The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it may be a confidential
attorney-client communication or may otherwise by privileged and confidential.Â If the reader
of this message, regardless of the address or routing, is not an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this transmittal in error and any review, use, distribution,
dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited.Â If you have received this message in error,
please delete this e-mail and all files transmitted with it from your system and immediately
notify the sender by sending a reply e-mail to the sender of this message.Â Thank you.
On Wed, Sep 2, 2020 at 10:17 PM David R. Wiig <wiig@optonline.net> wrote:
Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor concerts.Â
They added a stage for this purpose.Â He already has a commercial use there; however, with
the new structure he needs a site plan review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that
reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection.Â It potentially leaves wiggle room
for dramatic and musical productions to be outdoors.Â Regardless, how do you interpret this
line?Â Additionally, do the COVID regulations play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days?Â TAHD will accept complaints;
however, they have rescinded their prior rules on noise.Â What authority do they refer to on
this?
Dave

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David R. Wiig
Steve Byrne
Jeton Adili; Planning & Zoning
Question Regarding Outdoor Event Stage In Morris
Wednesday, September 02, 2020 10:17:22 PM

Steve
The property with the big white barn, known as southFARMS is holding outdoor concerts. They added a stage for
this purpose. He already has a commercial use there; however, with the new structure he needs a site plan review.
There is a line in our regulations for permitted uses in the CA and CB zone that regulation that reads:
Theaters for indoor motion picture projection or dramatic or musical productions.
It clearly specifies indoor for motion picture projection. It potentially leaves wiggle room for dramatic and musical
productions to be outdoors. Regardless, how do you interpret this line? Additionally, do the COVID regulations
play any role in this?
One other thing, who is the authority on noise these days? TAHD will accept complaints; however, they have
rescinded their prior rules on noise. What authority do they refer to on this?
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

michael paulone
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farms resident concerns
Thursday, April 01, 2021 6:54:15 PM

Dear Dave Wiig, and Planning and Zoning Board Members,
Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning and
Zoning Commission in regard to any decisions made around the PDD
application from South Farms (received 3/3/2021). Please attach this
statement to the April 12, 2021 agenda.
My wife and I searched for almost three years before we were able to
purchase our home on Watertown Rd in the quaint town of Morris. Being a
young family, we plan to stay and contribute to our lovely town for many
years to come. We live less than a mile down the road from South Farms
and have many concerns if their nightly concerts are allowed to continue.
Besides the fear of our property value going down, we don't want our taxes
going up from the much needed police presence that needs to be active and
visible during South Farms events. My wife and I both work second shift and
have experienced excessive speeding, passing of vehicles on the double
yellow lines and littering from the line of concert goers late-night traffic on
our way home. With alcohol being served at these events, drunk driving is
also a huge concern. We have personal experience with just how
devastating a drunk driving tragedy can be and don't wish that on anyone,
especially our neighbors. For the safety of our town, the responsibility of
funding the police and other safety measures must fall solely on South
Farms- not the resident tax payers.
Given that we the tax paying town residents are the ones being affected by
the nightly concerts, non-resident input on the subject should not be
considered during voting on the matter.
In the spirit of fairness, transparency and avoiding blatant nepotism perhaps
Geoff Paletsky should refrain from voting on any planning and zoning issues
that concern South Farms. The clear conflict of interest makes me and
many other residents wonder how some of South Farms concert permits
were pushed through with much haste and little public knowledge.
We understand that 2020 was an unprecedented year and that these

concerts were a way for Ben Paletsky to keep both his income and his
employees afloat; however with COVID restrictions being lifted and
weddings/ events able to continue do we really want to subject our town to
years of these nightly disruptive concerts. When does the inflated income of
one family become more important than the happiness of an entire town? A
wise man once told me "The Greedy become the Needy", those profound
words have never rang truer. Our hope is that our concerns are heard and
carefully considered when making decisions regarding South Farms
activities in the future.
Thank you for your time,
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Paulone
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ward, Sue / Kuehne + Nagel / Ngk MI-AD
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
South Farm Zoning
Thursday, April 01, 2021 2:21:18 PM

Dear Planning and Zoning,
We are truly amazed at the wonderful event planning that South Farms conducted last year during
the pandemic and support them in many ways, kudos to Ben!
The PDD amendment for South Farms is too generic and does not set any limits on the number of
events/concerts, sounds, times, number of people.
Most of the benefits coming out of nightly entertainment would be for the surrounding towns, not
Morris or its residents. Therefore, we do NOT want concerts.
We would support a temporary permit for 2021 with restrictions.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Grace Pennington
planningandzoning@townofmorrisct.com
Public record statement
Thursday, April 01, 2021 1:13:05 PM

"Please file this statement as public record to be read by the Planning & Zoning
Commission in regard to any decisions made around the PDD application from
South Farms (received 3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12,
2021agenda

My family bought property in Morris ten years ago. We were a young family then
and the tranquil little piece of land we bought at the end of a dead end road was the
ideal place to raise our children. We built a chicken coop and started a garden. The
neighborhood is friendly, but quiet. We couldn’t ask for a better place to live. Just
next door is a large piece of property that until very recently was a sustainable meat
and egg farm. The epitome of rural life. That farm, which numbers a hundred
acres, is now on the market. As sad as I would be to see that land go to a housing
development, I would be devastated if it became an agritourism destination. By
allowing South Farms to continue to expand its ‘offerings’ to live music and who
knows what else, we are opening a Pandora’s box. The live music that South Farms
offers is extremely distracting. I live a quarter mile from South Farms and the music
keeps my family awake at night. I cannot imagine the suffering that the residents
who are just across the road from the stage are enduring. Those homes are filled
with families who moved to Morris for the rural character and the quality of life that
the town offered. When they chose to live there, they were choosing to live across
from a farm field, not a music venue. How can the town, in good conscious, allow
these folks to be stripped of their lives and left with worthless homes?
The residents of Morris would like the quality of their lives and the character of
their town left intact. I understand that there have been many individuals in
surrounding towns who have written in supporting the idea of the concerts, but I
wonder how supportive they would be if the concerts were in their back yard. The
residents of Morris stand to gain nothing for the inconvenience and loss of quality
of life that the concerts bring to the town.
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Debbie Fechter
Planning & Zoning; planningandzoning@townofmorris.org; wiig@optonline.net
PDD Application from South Farms - for April 12, 2021 Agenda
Thursday, April 01, 2021 12:32:31 PM

"Please file this statement as public record to be read by the
Planning & Zoning Commission in regard to any decisions
made around the PDD application from South Farms (received
3/3/2021). Please attach this statement to the April 12, 2021
agenda."
Dear Chairman Wiig and Members of the Morris Planning & Zoning Commission,

We live diagonally across Higbie Road from South Farms. We also own a plot of farmland
adjacent to the South Farms property at the corner of Benton Road.
We are writing to express our serious concerns about the proposed PDD amendment for
South Farms. Last summer we heard the music almost every night and cleaned up cans
and trash that was left along our grounds many mornings. We did not register a
complaint at that time because it was our understanding that this was a temporary Covid
related permit and we were sensitive to the financial hardship the pandemic imposed on
businesses, particularly wedding and party venues like South Farms.
The concept that this could become a permanent situation is very disturbing and would
negatively impact our rights to peaceful enjoyment of our home.
Mr. Paletsky states in his PDD proposal that he should be allowed to host outdoor
concerts, movies and performances under the guise of Agri-Tourism. How can the
commission even consider this request when it has not yet adopted a definition of Agritourism? Outdoor rock concerts and comedy shows are not agriculture related
activities.

Serious consideration must be given to the impact of the inevitable noise and traffic on
the immediate surrounding homeowners. Last summer there was noise and traffic when
Covid restrictions were in place limiting the number of tickets that could be sold. Now
that Covid restrictions are being lifted, one must assume the noise and traffic will be
infinitely more intrusive. If the PDD request is granted with restrictions, how would
Morris be able to regulate and monitor these activities? A nominal fine for a breach
could just become a “cost of doing business” with no serious motivation for compliance.
Mr. Paletsky has said that we should not judge his application on what happened last
year, yet to the best of our knowledge, he has not presented any plans that could

potentially mitigate our concerns.

When considering this proposal, we ask that our Morris neighbors who will not be
directly impacted by this proposal, think about what it is like when a car or boat passes
by your home with music blaring and disturbs your peaceful afternoon or
evening. Permitting the South Farms request would subject those of us surrounding the
proposed venue to that kind of disturbance on a regular, unabated basis. No one should
have to be subjected to that kind of noise in Morris, CT.
Debbie and Andy Fechter
198 Benton Road

