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IMPORTANT NOTICE CONCERNING CHANGES FOR 

2026 
 
As a result of the passage of PA 26-114 Sec10, state-mandated changes to the Personal Property 
Declaration include new filing codes, revised depreciation schedules, and updated property descriptions. 
Please read the descriptions carefully and use only the new state-mandated form. Failing to use the 
new form will result in a state-mandated 25% penalty. 
 

Key changes include: 
 

• Codes 10 and 13-Manufacturing Machinery & Equipment (exempt and non-exempt): 
Depreciation schedules have been updated.  
 

• Code 20- Electronic Data Processing Equipment: Has been divided into Codes 20a and 20b. 
Most filers will fall under Code 20a. For online filers, last year’s information will be prefilled and 
depreciated according to the new requirements.  

 

 
• Code 21a: Has not been changed and should be used for telecommunication equipment that is not 

technologically advanced including traditional phone systems, cables conduits and other support 
equipment. 
 

• Code 21b: Has been revised to include certain technologically advanced equipment previously 
reported under Code 16, including copiers, fax machines, medical testing equipment, and similar 
technologically advanced equipment that is not data-processing equipment. Computers should 
not be reported under Code 21b.  
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Property Codes and Descriptions: Descriptions have been updated. Please review each 
description carefully before reporting your property.  

 

 

2026 FILING DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 2, 2026 
 
All Personal Property Declarations must be received by November 2, 2026.  Postmarks will be accepted 
as timely, except for postmarks from a postage-metered machine such as Pitney Bowes. Failure to 
file by the deadline will result in a 25% penalty added to the assessed value. 
 

QUESTIONS? 
We anticipate many questions this year due to the state-mandated changes and appreciate your patience as 
our staff assists filers. Please contact our office with any questions at csmith@Barkhamsted.us or (860) 
379-3600 
 

We encourage you to file early and contact us with questions before the filing deadline. Please note, per a 
December 24, 2025 Rule Change, the USPS does not necessarily show tracking or apply a postmark until 
the envelope or package has reached a regional office.  Therefore, please request that your mailing is hand 
canceled and if possible, get a receipt.  Note also, the Assessor’s Office is CLOSED FRIDAYS.    
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
Carmen Smith 
Town of Barkhamsted Assessor      
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