
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – September 22, 2020, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Note:  This is a virtual meeting and the recording of the meeting is available at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/92Gbg7lKsVcWrRQMrbh_faNG0JSFa36phoP8S3mkYHxZ31pCdxtWIFsb4

r4mLX_L.rBwRGQuqEAajkM_b 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray 
Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.  Holly Krouse (Town Clerk) and John Board (public) joined the meeting 
at approximately 7:30. 
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the September 8, 2020 regular meeting were approved, with one correction.  The 
minutes state that this year’s Constitution Week celebrates the 232nd anniversary of the 
Constitution.  It is actually the 233rd, as is reflected in the Proclamation signed by the 
Selectmen. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refund: 
 
$   447.76 Toyota Lease Trust  refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen briefly discussed a proposal from Berkshire Alarm, our security system 
provider, to install security cameras at the three entrances to Town Hall.  The data could be saved on a 
hard drive, with access to the cameras real time.  This footage could be used in the event of a break-in 
after hours or if there was an incident during the day.  The Selectmen felt that this would provide 
insurance and would be worthwhile.  However, the quotes received for a professional system were in 
the range of $5500-6500, which were considered by the Selectmen to be excessive.  Don Stein took the 
action to look at lower cost options and present them at another BOS meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed a presentation that was provided by the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation regarding the modifications to the intersection of Routes 219 and 318 
east of the Saville dam.  The presentation showed the phases of the project, which will be undertaken 
between September 21, 2020 and September 22, 2021.  The project will not shut down traffic during 
this period, but will at times require alternating one-way traffic or changes in routing around the current 
intersection.  When the project is completed, the through route will be 318 east to 219 north or 219 
south to 318 west, so the stop sign that is currently there will no longer be required.  For traffic going to 
New Hartford on 219 south or coming north from New Hartford, there will be a T-intersection where 
the current stop sign is, and the road will be made wide enough so that the turns can be made safely. 
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DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectmen that he had not yet been able to resolve the issue with 
Eversource regarding the Riverton street light issue.  They are telling him that the lighting is not 
adjustable and that the only solution to the extreme brightness would be for the Town to buy the lights. 
We could then modify them to be more suitable for the historic village. Unfortunately, the full 
maintenance of the lights in the future would become the Town’s responsibility and Eversource’s policy 
is that we must purchase all the street lights in Town or none of them.  Once the financial details are 
better known, this will be put on a future BOS agenda. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectmen that the Town Hall staff had met to discuss possible re-
opening scenarios.  The current plan is to remain closed to the public through September to determine 
if there is an uptick in cases of the virus after the schools have been open for a few weeks and the 
weather turns colder, which will force people to be indoors for greater periods of time.  Once the Town 
Hall is re-opened, the display case containing historical artifacts will be temporarily removed from the 
downstairs foyer to create a larger waiting area and to allow for easier egress.  The floor downstairs will 
also be marked to maintain appropriate social distancing.  The upstairs re-opening will be easier due to 
the larger area and customers can be served at the main conference table.  There is still some question 
as to whether to keep the doors locked and to let people in by appointment only, but that will also be 
determined in the coming weeks. 
 
DISCUSSION: Ray Pech presented a draft proclamation regarding anti-discrimination for 
discussion by the Selectmen.  The Selectmen reviewed the proposed language and felt that 
revisions should be incorporated to minimize political divisiveness and to be more inclusive of 
front line workers.  Nick suggested that the standard EEOC wording might be helpful. John 
Board who attended the Zoom meeting asked that we consider LGBTQ outreach in this 
proclamation, also as part of promoting equality for all.  Ray took notes on the discussion and 
agreed to bring a revised draft to the next meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein advised the Selectmen that the credit card processing company had 
agreed to reduce their fees based on a complaint by the Town that the fees were excessive.  
This was the result of a complaint made by an individual to the State that the Town was 
charging these fees to those people using credit cards to pay for permits.  This is no longer 
allowed in CT, so the reduction in fees is necessary to offset the additional cost resulting from 
this service that we provide to town hall customers. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, 
Other Business was added to the agenda. 
 

• Don Stein informed the Selectman that the final details of the sewer installation from 
Winsted into Barkhamsted to the Mallory Brook Plaza were very close to being finalized.  
There are still a few minor technical details to be worked out and the towns are 
discussing how best to cover the costs of installing laterals to homes in Winsted and 



repairing the road where the ditch is required to install the sewer main.  Don said that 
the owner of the Plaza is very anxious to get going and needs a permit as soon as 
possible. 

• The Selectmen and Town Clerk discussed the upcoming national election and the fact 
that there is likely to be as many as 1500 or more absentee ballots.  They can start 
counting them at 6:00AM on Election Day and ballots received after Election Day will 
not be counted.  Town Hall will be closed that day due to the need for space to count 
ballots and for Election Day Registration (EDR) voting.  This is all compounded by social 
distancing requirements due to the pandemic. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 PM on a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be the regular meeting on October 13th at 7:00PM.  


