
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – December 8, 2020, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Note:  This is a virtual meeting and the recording of the meeting is available at: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/o9ZBdxRYCvkM5y3CeeOQEFP1pGjgoYrQYxTRVIIPz9f1shGvyxFIyKzzx5y7D
KO5.M0PHEtHZDbGgBsvh 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray 
Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.   
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the November 24, 2020 regular meeting were approved, 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed the budget actuals through November 30, 2020. The 
expenditures, in total, were on track for the first 5 months.  Election expenses, which were higher this 
year due to the pandemic, benefitted from the receipt of funds from the State and a grant from a 
private organization.  Two state grants, which together totaled $2500, and the grant from the non-
profit, private organization totaled $5,000.  These funds allowed the Election expense to come in 
substantially under budget, despite the additional costs associated with the August primary and the 
November election.   
 
Similarly, the State COVID Relief Fund will reimburse a significant percentage of the other expenditures 
used to make Town Hall and the school safer from the virus. Including both rounds of funding, the State 
is expected to total in excess of $150,000, when all payments are received.  Legal expenses continue to 
be above the expected amount at this time of the year, as there are 3 tax appeal lawsuits in progress, as 
well as a couple of older lawsuits that have not yet been settled.  
 
Tax collections continue to be slightly ahead of last year and on-track to meet the targets.  This is 
particularly good considering the expected cash flow and receivables deficiencies we thought might 
result from unemployment.  Obviously, the collections in January for the 2nd payment are still unknown, 
so that will determine how we do for the year. 
 
The State has reimbursed most of the funds for the school fuel tank replacement although there is 
about $10,000 remaining.  The total surplus from the project considering the original budget, the low 
bid selected and the state reimbursement will return approximately $125,000 to the Capital fund or to 
the General fund depending on the decision made by the Board of Finance.  
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
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USB Leasing LT    $881.45  Refund 
James & Katherine Hart    $367.09  Credit 

 
DISCUSSION:  The discussion of security cameras at the three entrances to Town Hall was tabled until 
later in the budget process for the coming year due to the anticipated cost.  The need for funding will 
also be balanced against the perceived need to upgrade the Town Hall security. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectman that the sewer installation from Winsted into 
Barkhamsted to the Mallory Brook Plaza is largely complete and hopefully will go live in the 
next few weeks.  Renovation of the space that was Peebles is on-going and hopefully, the new 
occupant will be in place in February or early March. 
 
There was no news regarding the Community Development Block Grant that will be used by the 
Barkhamsted Housing Trust Inc. for pre-development work on their project.  It is unlikely that 
we will hear from the CT Department of Housing until January on the grant award. 
 
DISCUSSION:  By consensus, the Selectmen agreed to provide certificates expressing the Town’s 
appreciation to the Registrars of Voters (Karen Martin and Sue Day) and the Town Clerk (Holly Krouse) 
for all of their efforts that resulted in the Town’s November election proceeding flawlessly.  They put in 
many hours of overtime to make sure that all of the needs were met to assure that the absentee ballots 
and the many folks who turned out on Election Day were all treated appropriately and safely. 
 
DISCUSSION:  It was noted that the Town has seen an increase of over 35 COVID cases since October 20, 
but fortunately, the elementary school and Town staff have not been affected.  Regional 7 is now on 
virtual learning because of the number of cases in the overall high school community.  Currently, the 
Town Hall will remain locked down and all business will take place in the foyers.  We are closely 
monitoring the situation and will react as needed if things get worse for the town employees. 
 
DISCUSSION:  No action was taken on the email complaint regarding excess noise in town.  The 
suggestion was made to send out a town email asking people to be considerate of their neighbors when 
they are doing activities, whether work-related or recreational, that impose on residents’ ability to 
enjoy their property. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed unanimously, the 
attached Board of Selectmen’s meeting schedule for calendar year 2021 was approved. 

  



 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be the regular meeting on December 22nd at 7:00PM. 

  



  


