
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – December 22, 2020, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Note:  This is a virtual meeting and the recording of the meeting is available at: 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/VFg2VCoxh_0-
vrOycijLANIIulb37upGJNIcg3Iu5SikcpE6kyd22rrT0zGJ3y_h.tilekWxkrawSp_L-  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray 
Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.  Terri Collins, the Tax Collector, was also present. 
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the December 8, 2020, regular meeting were approved, 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 

Toyota Leasing Trust   $1136.22.45  Refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed an email from Nora Bishop, a member of the Recreation 
Commission, who recommended that Donna Bastrzycki, and her husband, Stephan, receive 
formal recognition for their efforts and success in continuing the recreation programs during 
the pandemic.  They have done an excellent job reacting on very short notice to the need to go 
to a virtual approach, and are very dedicated to serving the needs of the town by providing 
enjoyable programs.  It was noted that the Registrars and the Town Clerk had been singled out 
and provided with recognition due to the monumental change in the election process this year 
and the fact that Election Day was conducted without any issues.   
 
The Selectmen agreed that Donna and Stephan provide excellent support to the Town and its 
residents, but they also felt that all of the Town employees have gone above and beyond in 
dealing with the changes in their workload due to the coronavirus.  Based on the efforts of all of 
the employees, the decision was made by the Selectmen to send a note of thanks to all of 
them.  Don Stein will draft the letter and provide it to the other Selectmen for review and 
comments. 
 
MOTIONS:  On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, 
the Selectmen modified agenda item 8 to include appointments to the Conservation 
Commission, the Economic Development Commission and the Inland Wetlands Commission. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/VFg2VCoxh_0-vrOycijLANIIulb37upGJNIcg3Iu5SikcpE6kyd22rrT0zGJ3y_h.tilekWxkrawSp_L-
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On a motion by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed unanimously, the Selectmen 
made the following appointments to the Conservation Commission: Judy Doyle (term ending 
12/31/22) and Erin Childress (term ending 12/31/21); reappointment of Ginny Apple and 
Dawn Anstett to terms ending 12/31/22. 
 
On a motion by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed unanimously, the Selectmen 
made the following appointments to the Inland Wetlands Commission: reappointment of John 
Greaser, Chris Tooker and Martha Sullivan to terms ending 12/31/22. 
 
On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the Selectmen 
made the following appointments to the Economic Development Commission: reappointment 
of Ginny Apple and Bob Pulford to terms ending 12/31/25. 
 
DISCUSSION:  It was noted that the Town has seen an increase of 46 COVID cases since October 
20, but fortunately, the elementary school and Town staff have not been affected.  Regional 7 is 
now on full virtual learning until at least January 11, because of the number of cases in the 
overall middle school and high school community.  Don Stein told the other Selectmen that he 
has been discussing the vaccination plans with the Farmington Valley Health District Director.  
It is not clear at this time how Phases 1B and 1C will be administered, but he will stay in close 
contact with Jennifer Kertanis and inform the residents of when they become eligible and how 
the process of administering the vaccine will be conducted.  At this time, there is no real 
information beyond Phase 1A which covers medical personnel, first responders and staff and 
residents at long-term care facilities. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectmen that the sewer connection between the 
Mallory Brook Plaza and Winsted was almost complete. There are a few parts still required for 
the final hook-up, but they are expected to arrive shortly, which will allow the final connection 
to be made.  The renovations to the old Peebles and laser tag stores are proceeding, with the 
hope that the new tenant will be in place early 2021. 
 
DISCUSSION:  It was noted the Governor’s Executive Order 9R extends the two programs 
established under Executive Order No. 7S, Section 6, which offered relief to eligible taxpayers, 
businesses, nonprofits, and residents, who had been economically affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, for municipal tax payments that were due and payable from April 1, 2020 through 
July 1, 2020, to apply to tax deadlines and collection efforts for tax bills that become due and 
payable on January 1, 2021.  Municipalities participating in the Deferment Program will offer 
eligible taxpayers, businesses, nonprofits, and residents an extended grace period, through 
and including April 1, 2021, of any taxes on real property, personal property, motor vehicle, 
supplemental motor vehicle, or municipal water, sewer and electric rates, charges or 
assessments for such tax, rate, charge, or assessment.  Since the Town adopted the deferral 
program for taxes due on July 1, 2020, if there is no change to the program (i.e., just extend it 
to the 2nd installment due January 1, 2020), the extension does not need to be voted on by the 
Board of Selectmen.  A vote would be required if the Board wishes to change from the Deferral  

  



 
program to the Low Interest Program or to implement both programs.  Escrowed taxes and 
landlords need to pay on time, unless a landlord formally requests the extension.  After 
discussing these programs, the Selectmen agreed by consensus not to change the program 
previously approved, and therefore, no motion was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM, on a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 
 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be the regular meeting on January 12, 2021 at 
7:00PM. 


