
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – January 26, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Note:  This is a virtual meeting and the recording of the meeting is available at:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/-

MfNesHhPox7xeSsb2tytdPSvneA_z189nwgLItc6SlDxM8eghp3ZjManMprcdCt.ReB9BAYQ9-wC5ZNe  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray 
Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.  Debbie Brydon joined the meeting for the discussion of the 
Farmington Valley Health District funding request. 
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the January 12, 2021, regular meeting were approved 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 

Louis M. Ream $95.54  Refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed the update to the preliminary road plan and capital plan.  There 
was good news in that the previous estimate for undesignated capital surplus was approximately 
$125,000. After a review by the town auditor, that figure is actually $155,743, all or part of which can 
be applied to this year’s capital budget.  The additional funds are due to interest accrued over the 
years to that fund and the fact that a school security grant which had been carried at $20,000 was 
actually for $40,000.  The higher figure was to be consistent with the requirements for a State grant 
which the Town did not receive, and the additional $20,000 was never spent.  Therefore, it can be 
returned to the undesignated fund.  The Capital Committee and the Board of Finance will have to 
determine how much of the surplus will be used this year to minimize the requirement for taxes to 
cover the capital projects. 
 
DISCUSSION:  It was noted that the Town has seen an increase of almost 90 COVID cases since 
October 20, but fortunately, the elementary school has not missed any in-person days in school 
and Town staff have not been affected.  The Town Hall and school staff and the Long Term 
Recovery Committee has called all of the Town’s seniors 75 and older to see if they needed 
help receiving the vaccine.  Over 200 calls were made and to-date, over 40 seniors have 
received assistance in making their appointments from Debbie Brydon and Erica Dyndiuk.  The 
service they are providing is extremely important to the seniors who have not been able to 
navigate the systems. 
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DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectmen that the sewer connection between the 
Mallory Brook Plaza and Winsted was almost complete. There are a few parts still required for 
the final hook-up, but they are expected to arrive shortly, which will allow the final connection 
to be made.  The renovations to the old Peebles and laser tag stores are proceeding to house an 
Ollie’s store, with the hope that this new tenant will be in place by March 2021. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein informed the Selectmen that the Economic Development 
Commission’s subcommittee that is investigating high speed internet possibilities for the Town 
will be hosting a forum on Zoom, Tuesday night, February 2nd at 7:00PM.  This meeting is 
focused on the businesses in town to determine their needs and the needs of their employees. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed the need for security cameras at the doors to Town Hall 
and felt that if they could be obtained for a reasonable price without monthly fees, this would 
be a good investment.  Don Stein has been discussing cameras from a company that provides 
cameras and a license to use them, along with storage of the data for a fixed period, with no 
other fees.  The Selectmen felt that if this could be done for less than $5,000, that we should 
proceed.  Nick Lukiwsky also suggested that Don Stein reach out to the Elementary School to 
see who they used for their security cameras and whether there was a benefit in going with the 
same firm. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  The Selectmen discussed a request from the Housatonic Valley Coalition 
Against Substance Abuse for funding of $0.15 per capita to assist in their mission.  Don Stein has 
reached out to their Executive Director twice to find out more about the organization.  Based 
on the lack of response and the fact that this organization is based in Danbury, the Selectmen 
tabled this request at this time. 
 
Don Stein informed the Selectmen that he had asked Corey MacDonald, the temporary 
Resident State Trooper, to work to control the speed on Ratlum Road and Warner Road to and 
from Ski Sundown due to a number of complaints received about excessive speeding.  He will 
be running radar there and we will put a radar speed sign in place in an effort to slow cars 
down.  It is not practical to put a speed bump in place, especially in the winter due to snow 
plowing.   
 
The Animal Control Officer will be purchasing a used van and will then outfit it with the needed 
equipment to fulfill his duties.  Les Archer already has what is needed in terms of kennels, 
restraints, etc. and has located a used vehicle that appears to be appropriate.  The cost of this 
vehicle is a little over $8,000 and the ACO account has sufficient funds to cover this cost.  The 
Selectmen agreed that this purchase should proceed as long as all of the needed maintenance 
has been done and the vehicle appears to be solid. 
 
MOTION:  The Farmington Valley Health District has requested supplemental funding to cover 
the costs of the additional staff and equipment they need as a result of the contact tracing and 



vaccination clinics being conducted.  The pandemic responsibilities have been overwhelming 
and the Executive Director and her staff have been working non-stop for the past few months.  
They will be hiring several part time people for the next 6 months to cover the workload plus 
they need to outfit a van for carrying out the vaccination activities. On a motion by Nick 
Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech and passed unanimously, the request for $4,326 or $1.19 per 
capita.  This expenditure can be covered by the Corona Relief Fund (CRF) money received by the 
Town, so it will not affect our operating budget. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 PM on a motion by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 
 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be the regular meeting on February 9, 2021 at 
7:00PM. 


