
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – APRIL 27, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and 
Selectmen Ray Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.  Terri Collins, Tax Collector was also in 
attendance until 7:30. 
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously, the minutes of the April 13, 2021, regular meeting were approved. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 
Ibraham & Whitney Ammary  $ 363.21  Refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein reported that the General Government budget had seen a few modest 
changes in the last few weeks, resulting in the current increase of 0.91%, down from slightly over 
1%.  This decrease is primarily driven by health insurance now being capped at 5.36%, down from 
6.95%.  There is a 5% increase in the premium for property/casualty insurance, and the New 
Hartford Volunteer Ambulance budget also requested an increase.  The net of these changes is the 
small decrease of 0.1% to 0.91%.  Also of note, is that the Tax Collector is now projecting a surplus 
in tax collections of over $300,000.  On the negative side, the Legislative budget that was 
published last week shows the Town losing a little over $28,000 due to a cut in the Education Cost 
Sharing grant.  That is offset a bit by an increase in PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes).  All of these 
changes, plus any changes driven by the Regional 7 or BOE budget, coupled with a better 
understanding of the use of the Federal relief funds, will be considered by the Board of Finance 
and the Selectmen at their joint meeting on May 11.  That will be followed by the Annual Budget 
Meeting to be held in person on May 25. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein reported that the infection rate for coronavirus in Town has been steadily 
increasing, but that there had been no additional deaths.  Currently, the number of positive cases 
totals 162, with 1 death, and the Town is still considered to be in the red by the State. The 
vaccination rate showed that 52.4% of the Town’s residents had received at least their first shot 
and that 38.1% were fully vaccinated.  Approximately 99% of the residents, aged 65 and over, had 
received both doses of the vaccine.  At the moment, there is no real activity to provide vaccine 
appointments or other support to the residents, as the demand for help in getting vaccinated has 
pretty much disappeared.  Vaccines are now generally available, and the residents who needed 
other support have been helped. 
 

  



DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed the potential sale of a town-owned parcel of land located 
at 24 North Canton Road.  The relevant facts are as follows: the town acquired the parcel several 
years ago after foreclosing for non-payment of taxes.  In June of 2018, the parcel was sold via an 
advertised request for bid.  However, the purchaser gave up his right to purchase, as a potential 
defect in the title was discovered, and he was unable to obtain title insurance.  The town has since 
retained counsel to try to clear the title, and a court status conference is currently scheduled for 
June 1, at which it is anticipated that the cloud on the title will be cleared. 
 
After presenting documents establishing the noted facts, Don Stein recused himself from further 
discussion as to how the town should proceed regarding sale of the parcel, as he has a personal 
connection to the purchaser.  Selectmen Nick Lukiwsky and Ray Pech decided to defer any 
decision on the sale until the court actually removes the cloud on the title.   
 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed the groundrules for use of the Federal relief funds, which 
could total $1,050,000 to the Town.  However, the allowable uses of these funds are not yet 
clearly understood or defined.  The first half of the funds will be received about May 15 and the 
second payment will be mid-May 2022.  The State will act as a pass through and will not have any 
control over the disbursement.  The County portion of these funds will be distributed on a per 
capita basis to each of the towns.  It is expected that guidance on the use of the funds will be 
received around May 15 and that the Town will have until 12/31/24 to spend the money.  Periodic 
reporting to the Federal government regarding expenditure of the funds will be a requirement. 
 
The Selectman will consider various projects once the groundrules are available.  The list could 
include the purchase of UV-C ventilation sanitizer systems for town buildings, a truck washing 
system for the Highway Garage, support of requests by the New Hartford Ambulance and the 
Town’s fire departments, and other requests that are starting to be presented to the Town.   
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, Don 
Stein, First Selectman, was authorized to execute the Municipal Grants-in-Aid Certification for 
Fiscal Year 2021, which states that the Town will use these funds for road and infrastructure 
projects in accordance with CGS §13a-175a(a). 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 
 

The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be a Special Meeting, May 11, 2021, 6:00PM. 
 


