
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – AUGUST 24, 2021, MEETING MINUTES: 
 

Meeting held via Zoom.  The recording is available at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/JbBIXdqTT3GmLLD1OB2Kjn7L9CPKFV0nV0CoECteqHiICO-

Wty3RLSVtiJUlnLHG.ooPHiGEueysGcgam 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and 
Selectmen Ray Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.  Also present were Terri Collins, Tax Collector, 
and Rich Novak, Highway Foreman (left the meeting at 7:15). 
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, 
the minutes of the July 27, 2021, meeting and the August 11, 2021, Special Meeting were 
approved, with a correction to the July 27 minutes to include a reference in the last section 
was to projects being considered for funding under the Federal ARPA COVID relief funds.   
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Nick Lukiwsky, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 
Toyota Lease Trust   $ 273.42  Refund  
Kenneth Longmoor   $ 221.08  Credit 
Roxanne Lovell   $ 232.83  Credit  
Authentic Renovations, LLC   $   25.53  Credit 
Joseph DiLeo, Jr.   $   26.59  Credit 
John McPherson   $ 255.66  Credit 
Scott Wells   $   22.92  Refund 
Financial Services Vehicle Trust   $ 691.89  Refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed the budget through June 30, 2021, for the last fiscal 
year and for July 31, 2021, the first month of the current fiscal year (FY 20/21). Neither 
budget presented any issues, and the FY 21/22 was on track with a combination of recurring 
expenses like salaries and a number of items that are paid for the full year during July.  
Relative to the FY 20/21 budget, Town Aid Road funds were transferred to cover highway 
department expenses and the General Government budget will show a small surplus as a 
result.  The next steps to close out this latter budget is to transfer funds among the line 
items to balance each of them and then to have the audit done this fall. 
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DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed the property at 34 North Canton Road, which the 
town owns as a result of its failure to sell this property at the initial tag sale, and then not 
being able to close on it due to title issues after it sold at the second sale of properties.  The 
town then engaged an attorney to litigate the title and that litigation resulted in the town 
acquiring a “quiet” title to the parcel, which is a building lot of record.   
 
There were 3 options discussed: 1) offer it to the buyer at the previous price ($20,500); 2) 
offer it to the buyer at the original price plus the legal fees, which will total another 
$15,000; or 3) determine the fair market price, and then either offer it through the town or 
through a realtor.  This would then entail paying realtor fees. 
 
Because the appraised value is ~$67,000, the taxes that the Town is not able to collect until 
the property is sold are about $1,500.  After much discussion, this item was tabled until a 
special meeting to be held on September 1, at which the Selectmen will review the market 
price and the likelihood of selling it, and then make a decision as to what direction to take. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, 
Linda Ciborowski was appointed as an alternate to the Inland Wetlands for a term through 
December 31, 2022. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, 
the Selectmen approved the purchase of a 2022 T370 Kenworth truck for the Highway 
Department.  The approved capital plan for FY 22 included $175,000 for this purchase, and 
the truck ($109,995), hydraulic plow installation ($39,500) and possible cost for a slide-in 
salt spreader will be considerably under the budget.  The motion noted that this was being 
done as an exception to the Town’s bid policy because of the shortage of available trucks 
and the long lead time to order a vehicle.  Rich Novak told the Selectmen that this vehicle 
was a demo with 300 miles, but came with a full warrantee. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed possible approaches to a mask and vaccine policy for 
town facilities and employees.  The school is governed by the policies dictated by the State 
Department of Education, and Don Stein stated that he was not considering a town-wide 
mask policy. Therefore any new policy would only apply to the Town itself. 
 
After considerable discussion, the Selectmen deferred a decision on this subject to the 
Special Meeting, pending the gathering of additional data by Don Stein.  This included 
consulting with the Town attorney relative to the Town’s ability to mandate vaccinations or 
to require weekly testing for those who were unvaccinated.  If weekly testing were to be 
required, the next question was whether the town would be required to pay for the testing 
or whether the employees would be responsible.  He was also asked to meet with the 



unvaccinated employees and to consider what disciplinary action could be taken if 
employees did not comply with the mask policy when defined. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen did not discuss the potential uses for the ARPA money as 
there were still requests coming in and the committee had not had a second meeting to 
review and prioritize projects. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen briefly discuss the possible uses of the Recreational Trails 
Grant, which is being offered by the State.  No decision was made but Nick Lukiwsky said he 
was opposed to re-opening the possibility of improving the Greenwoods Trail.  Don Stein 
took the action to find out if the money could be used for improving trails within the State 
Forests or whether they were precluded from this grant in favor of town or land trust 
properties. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 PM on a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick 
Lukiwsky. 
 
There will be a Special Meeting at 5:00PM on September 1.  The next regular Selectmen’s 
meeting will be September 21 at 5:00PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 


