
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – November 9, 2022  
MEETING MINUTES 

BARKHAMSTED TOWN HALL 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen 
Ray Pech and Nick Lukiwsky 

 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 

 
MOTION: Nick Lukiwsky made a motion, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed unanimously to 
approve the minutes of the Special Meeting held October 13, 2022.   
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 
 Honda Lease Trust $ 125.43       Refund 
 Toyota Lease Trust $ 549.49  Refund 
 CCAP Auto Lease Ltd. $ 595.22  Refund 
 William Scapin $      4.61  Refund 
 Linda Ganem $    29.21  Refund 
 James E. Kloczko $    91.55  Refund 
 Toyota Lease Trust $  217.92  Refund 
 
DISCUSSION: Don Stein presented the October actuals for the current year’s General 
Government budget.  Through October, we are 33% into the fiscal year and have spent 
44.5% of the total General Government budget.  As in prior months, this is largely due to 
the bills that are paid for the full year, rather than being paid monthly, as well as the road 
improvements that have been done without a credit being applied from Town Aid Road or 
other road-specific grant funds.  The full year payments include the property/casualty 
insurance, which is above budget due to the final rates, the pension fund, the Beardsley 
library, and a few other small line items.  To-date, there are no concerns about this year’s 
budget. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen reviewed the status of the ARPA funds, including the letter 
received from the Farmington Valley Health District that describes their budget process 
and the fact that they are quite dependent on grants along with the towns’ assessments.  
This letter had been requested by the Board of Finance and the ARPA committee as a 
result of the request for a grant for the current fiscal year.  The Selectmen felt that this 
letter was satisfactory and it will be presented to the Board of Finance.  The other item 



that was discussed was the request from the Union Agricultural Society, who is responsible 
for the Riverton Fair.  They missed a year due to COVID, with resulting lost revenue, and 
are now trying to catch up on capital projects.  The Selectmen were amenable to the 
request although it was higher than other groups had requested.  They felt it could be 
reduced by the Fair Association raising matching funds through events that benefited the 
community and that would also raise funds for their use, such as concerts, theater 
activities, Halloween haunted house, etc.  The board members will be requested to come 
to the ARPA meeting that will be held on December 6 to present their request and their 
rationale for the amount. 
 
DISCUSSION: The Selectmen briefly discussed broadband and the possibilities for bringing 
high speed fiber optics.  The subcommittee of the EDC is involved and will report back 
when there is more to report. 
 
MOTION: Nick Lukiwsky made a motion, seconded by Ray Pech, and passed unanimously 
to appoint Linda Ganem as a full member to a term on the Economic Development 
Commission, ending December 31, 2026, and to appoint Todd Winkler as an alternate to 
the EDC, for a term ending December 31, 2024. 
 
The Selectmen tabled the item related to power washing quotes as they will not be 
painting the Town Hall until next spring, so power washing seemed premature. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein provided information on Pality, which is a company that does data 
reports (“TownFaqs Analysis”) that shows economic and financial factors for communities, 
including their peer groups.  The Selectmen were not sure whether this service would be 
worthwhile, but asked Don Stein to investigate it more, including the cost, their data 
sources and how it actually works. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen briefly discussed the monthly report we are currently 
receiving from the Litchfield County Dispatch.  This provides an update on calls made in 
Barkhamsted by the 2 ambulance services and the 3 fire departments that service the 
Town.  The call rates do not seem to be excessive, include emergency medical calls, and 
are quite typically due to accidents. The Selectmen also requested a quarterly report from 
the Resident State Trooper regarding State Police activity in town. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Jim Shanley, the Emergency Management Director, requested that the 
stipend provided in the past two years be continued this year.  During the past two years, it 
was paid out of ARPA relief funds, but this year it would be covered by EMPG grant funds 
that are dedicated to emergency management activities.  The grant would cover 50% and 
the balance would come out of the Emergency Management line item.  The Selectmen 
were ok with that concept, but felt that it should be renewed based on the activity level, 



which prior to COVID, was very modest.  Jim Shanley will be asked to submit an activity 
report for those years he requests a stipend. 
 
Other Business:   

• Don Stein reported the sale of the two properties on Riverton Road that had not 
been sold at the tax auction a couple of years ago resulted in $23,000 in income, less 
$300 each for closing fees and the 6% realtor’s fee.  This money (~$21,000) will be 
put in the General Fund and will help with this year’s budget. 

• The Town received over $3,000 from the CT Opiate Settlement, which needs to be 
designated for attempting to help solve the opiate/drug epidemic that is in our 
region and the entire state/country.  The town staff will work with local agencies to 
try to come up with an effective plan for the use of these resources. 

• Don Stein reported that he is working with the Department of Public Health and the 
Department of Labor to go out to bid for the installation of water lines from the 
Winsted town line to a point at the back of Mallory Brook Plaza.  The request for 
bids will probably go out late this year and the plan is to be ready to go once the 
weather is suitable. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 
 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be a Special Meeting on November 29 at 
7:00PM.  The meetings scheduled November 22 and December 6 will be canceled. 


