
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – NOVEMBER 29, 2022  
MEETING MINUTES 

BARKHAMSTED TOWN HALL 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen 
Ray Pech and Nick Lukiwsky 

 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 

 
MOTION: Ray Pech made a motion, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously to 
approve the minutes of the Special Meeting held November 9, 2022.   
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 Jared Shows  $ 147.49       Refund 
  
DISCUSSION: The Selectmen briefly discussed broadband and the initiative by Frontier to 
install fiber optic cable throughout the town and make it available to all residents.  They 
will also provide fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) and install routers in all homes that sign up for 
their service.  It is expected that the cost of FTTH will be borne by Frontier to a set 
driveway length with a modest cost per foot in excess of the limit.  It’s not yet clear what 
that length will be.  The project is scheduled to start in December and probably be done by 
the end of March. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein provided information on Pality, which is a company that does data 
reports (“TownFaqs Analysis”) that shows economic and financial factors for communities, 
including specifying peer groups.  The cost of their service is just under $4,000 for the next 
two years as it is being subsidized by CCM and will go up by about 25% after that period.  
While the data would be interesting to have, much of it is prepared by the First 
Selectman’s office for budget meetings or is available through the Council of Governments, 
CCM or the State town data profiles.  This item was tabled due to the cost and marginal 
benefit for a small, rural town. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein provided the latest tax collection data from the Tax Collector 
through 11/20/22. (attached).  The data shows that overall we are slightly behind last 
year’s collections due to the reduction in past due collections and interest/penalty fees  

  



resulting from the negotiated settlements with the Mallory Brook Plaza over past mill 
rates.  Current year collections are ahead of last year as are the Fire District tax collections.  
It is expected that we will be at least even with last year when we include the collections in 
the last 10 days of November. 
 
DISCUSSION: The Selectmen reviewed the CT State Police calls in Town for the last few 
months, as provided by the Resident Trooper. Altogether there were 624 service calls 
made in August, September and October, including 13 arrests and 2 untimely deaths.  
There were 55 traffic stops, 5 medical assists and 2 DUI’s, but most of the calls were more 
routine.  There was no data provided as to the number of calls made by the Resident 
Trooper vs. the patrol troopers. 
 
DISCUSSION: Don Stein informed the other Selectmen that he has started discussions with 
providers of electric car charging stations. Potential locations are the Town 
Hall/Elementary School, Riverton and Mallory Brook Plaza.  Part of this investigation is to 
determine if the grants that are available will make the installation of the chargers 
economical enough to merit the investment.  It would be good for merchants in town if we 
had charging stations that would attract those who might otherwise not stop in 
Barkhamsted.  As the data becomes available, it will be put on future agendas. 
 
DISCUSSION: Don Stein informed the other Selectmen that he will be meeting with the 
MDC along with the other Towns that border MDC property to better understand their 
plans for Colebrook Reservoir.  The MDC wishes to no longer be responsible for the water 
in that reservoir and no longer wants the 10 billion gallons in that reservoir to be 
designated as drinking water.  There are on-going discussions between the MDC, the Army 
Corps of Engineers and the CT Departments of Energy and Environmental Protection and 
Public Health.  The implications of this situation involve the amount of water flow to the 
Farmington River for fishing and boating, and also what could happen to the land 
surrounding the Reservoir.  Many of the anglers and environmental associations are 
involved and there will be further discussion on this subject more information becomes 
available. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Don Stein and the other Selectmen discussed the problems with open 
burning in town and whether there is merit in developing an ordinance that would better 
define what is allowable or not.  The State statutes are not totally clear and the DEEP 
requirements primarily deal with brush burning at occupied residential sites.  Better clarity 
as to what is allowable (e.g., what is a campfire) would help with enforcement and public 
safety. 

 
  



The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be on January 10, 2023.  Special 
meetings will be called as needed, including one to be held on December 7 to enact a 
resolution for this year’s EMPG grant and to review new requests for ARPA funding. 

  



 


