
BOARD OF SELECTMEN – August 25, 2020, MEETING MINUTES: 
 (Note:  This is a virtual meeting and the recording of the meeting is available at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/4-
wkPb7T1mBLfLfuuHuFWa0ORt6_X6a8gCgWqKILyU1MFzIVWT6dYNy8b4bqoS6E 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM.  Present were First Selectman Don Stein and Selectmen Ray 
Pech and Nick Lukiwsky.   
 
DELEGATIONS: No delegations were present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments were made. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the August 11, 2020 special meeting were approved. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, a 
motion was approved to add approval of the minutes of the August 11, 2020 special meeting to 
the agenda with the correction to the typo in the minutes; i.e., the meeting was called to order 
at 5:43 PM, not 7:43 PM. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed unanimously, the 
minutes of the August 11, 2020 special meeting were approved with the correction noted 
above. 

 
MOTION: A motion was made by Ray Pech, seconded by Nick Lukiwsky, and passed 
unanimously to approve the following Tax Refunds: 
 
$ 409.03 Honda Lease Trust  refund 
 
DISCUSSION:  The agenda item to review and approve budget line transfers was tabled to the next 
regular meeting to be held on September 8, 2020. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed the situation in Riverton relative to the new streetlights that 
were installed.  They are way too bright for a historic village and shine into the homes in a very intrusive 
manner.  According to Eversource, these are the only streetlights available that are somewhat 
decorative, and they cannot modify them.  The only option at this time is that the Town has to buy them 
in order to replace them with more suitable lights.  Don Stein will continue to work with Eversource to 
resolve this issue in the most cost effective manner.  Nick Lukiwsky suggested that maybe there would 
be a way to do a fundraiser with the Riverton Merchants in an effort to defray the cost of the 
replacement lights if that is the only way forward. 
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DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed the current status of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on 
the Town.  Currently, the numbers are quite good, but there is concern as to what will happen when 
school is back in session.  The other item discussed is the plan for moving forward with re-opening Town 
Hall as the outside transactions are working quite well, but that will change as the weather gets colder. 
The Town Hall staff will be meeting the week of 8/31 to develop a plan for the transition that will need 
to take place.  Don Stein will present that plan to the Selectmen at their next meeting.  The other issue 
that will require discussion is in-person vs. the continuation of Zoom remote meetings.  It is expected 
that the Governor will continue to allow remote meetings for town boards and commissions, but some 
groups are interested in returning to in-person meetings.  It is likely that the Highway Garage 
Community Room will be used for those events since it has a much larger meeting space than the Town 
Hall. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Selectmen discussed a request by Ray Pech for consideration of the Board taking a 
position on the current issues facing the country, including COVID, the economy, race relations, the 
various “lives matter” groups and the increased tensions between the various groups advocating for 
one of the movements or another. After a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that Ray would create a 
statement/proclamation regarding this issues that would focus on the fact that our town is inclusive, 
that we do not support the violence that has taken place during what should be peaceful 
demonstrations, and that we do not agree with the polarization that seems to be taking place on both 
sides of the issue.  That statement will be discussed and considered at the next meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald S. Stein  
First Selectman 

 
 


