
Town of Barkhamsted 
Economic Development Commission  

Special Meeting Minutes   
Highway Garage 

September 1, 2021 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM  
 
Attending members:  Bob Pulford, Brian Johnson, Tim Sullivan, Tim Deschenes-Desmond, Kevin Noblet, 
and Linda Ganem.  Also present was Don Stein, First Selectman. 
 
Review of minutes: On a motion by Kevin Noblet, seconded by Tim Deschenes-Desmond, and passed 
unanimously, the minutes of the June 24, 2021, Special Meeting were approved.   
 
Discussion:  
 

• Update on COVID-19 – The infection rate in Town continues to be flat and very few new cases 
have been reported in recent weeks.  There also does not appear to be an abnormal number of 
folks in Town who require financial assistance.  There is a committee made up of BOS, BOF and 
BOE members that is tasked to come up with a plan for the ARPA funds, which will provide the 
Town about $1,066,000 ($533K this year and the same next year). The projects selected will 
have to meet the criteria provided by the Federal Government related to broadband, sewers 
and water, COVID expenses (like ventilation) or economic relief to businesses.  They cannot 
reduce taxes, but the details are still being provided to the Town.  That group has had the first 
meeting and a brainstorm list is being compiled.  The funds do not have to be expended until 
the end of 2024, so the Town can exercise due caution in planning how to spend this grant. 
 

• Broadband Services/Task Force – This activity has been largely on hold while the town and the 
region attempt to figure out how to move this initiative forward.  The ARPA funds and the 
Federal Infrastructure funds may be available to help with fiber optic installation, but that is still 
not clear.  Data will be made available from studies done by Northwest Connect regarding the 
estimated cost of stringing fiber optics throughout the town and the resulting impact to the 
residents. 

 
• Housing Initiatives:  There will be a meeting on September 8 to present the Town’s Affordable 

Housing Plan to the residents.  This plan is required by the State to be updated every 5 years 
and is expected to be completed in October.  The Town’s percentage of affordable housing is 
1.83%, far below the State’s goal for the towns of 10%.  In parallel, the Barkhamsted Housing 
Trust Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit, is moving forward to obtain a Small Cities Community 
Development Block grant from the State, which is a Federal grant passed through by the State 
to the Town, which will then provide it to the Housing Trust, as a sub-grantee.  The Housing 
Trust has purchased the Mallory Brook Farm, with the intention of putting in 20-30 apartments 
for younger folks starting out up to seniors wishing to downsize.  The Trust is independent from 
the Town and will not be using town funds to move forward with its initiatives. 

• NWCT Economic Development Summit – The Northwest CT Economic Development Summit 
will be held at the 5 Points Art Center on September 23rd. The event is described in the 
attachment below and is a good opportunity for everyone to see what initiatives are taking 
place and to network with other towns to learn what others doing in the region to promote 
economic and job growth.  That event will take the place of the regular EDC meeting scheduled 
for 9/16. 



 
• Business Promotion/interactive town map and Discover Litchfield Hills (DLH)/Town website –  

Kevin Noblet took the action to talk to Evan Dobos, the website provider to the town and the 
DLH website to determine the status of the initiative to create interactive objects on the tourist 
map and on the DLH website. 

  
• Other Initiatives – Don Stein reported that businesses like Ollie’s Bargain Outlet, Tractor Supply, 

the Old Riverton Inn, the other restaurants in town, and Hitchcock Furniture in Riverton appear 
to be doing well. The movie theater in Mallory Brook Plaza (Apple Cinemas) and the Pleasant 
Valley Drive-In are open. 

 
• Initiatives – This was tabled until after the Economic Development Summit to see if that event 

will help generate ideas for the commission. 
 

Trails Grant – Don Stein mentioned to the commission that there was an announcement regarding the 
CT Recreational Trails Grant Program.  Proposals are due by November 1, 2021. A total of $3 million was 
approved by the State Bond Commission on July 23rd, and is available to municipalities and other 
government and nonprofit organizations for trail projects including:  

  Planning, design, and construction of new trails (motorized and non-motorized). 
  Maintenance and restoration of existing trails (motorized and non-motorized). 
  Access to trails by persons with disabilities. 
  Purchase of trail construction and maintenance equipment. 
  Acquisition of land or easements for a trail, or for trail corridors. 

 Operation of educational programs to promote safety and environmental protection as related 
to recreational trails.  

Grant amounts will vary and will depend upon the availability of currently uncommitted state 
funds.  Requests should be less than 1 million dollars.  Grants can pay up to 80% of total project costs, a 
20% local match is required. Some in-kind services can be used as local match. Application forms, 
descriptions of previous awards, and additional information can be found at the DEEP Recreational Trails. 

The commission considered whether they were interested in pursuing this, but tabled it for the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
  
Don Stein  



 

SEP 
23 
Northwest CT Economic Development Summit 2021 
b y  N o r t h w e s t  H i l l s  C o u n c i l  o f  G o v e r n m e n t s  

F o l l o w
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Actions and Detail Panel 
• 

 

F r e e  

R e g i s t e r  

Event Information 
J o i n  u s  f o r  t h e  5 t h  a n n u a l  N o r t h w e s t  C T  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  S u m m i t !  S e e  h o w  N W  C T  i s  p u t t i n g  i t s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  s t r a t e g y  i n t o  a c t i o n .  

About this event 
Join us for the 5th annual Northwest Connecticut Economic Development 
Summit! This year the Summit will be held in person at the new Five Points Arts 
Center. Come see how Five Points has transformed the former UConn Torrington 
campus into a world-class art center supporting the economic growth of our 
region. 
PROGRAM: 

• 5pm-6pm Food Trucks, Beer Tasting, Info Tables & Networking (Outdoors) 
• 6pm- 7pm Presentations & Updates including CT Department of Economic & 

Community Development Commissioner, David Lehman (Outdoors under tent) 
You'll also hear updates on the economic development actions we have taken 
over the last year to put the region's Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS)into action- including rural fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) broadband, 
social media marketing of the region's assets on DiscoverLitchfieldHills, the 
NWCT Regional Food Hub, small business support and young professional 
videos. Learn more about how your town or organization can partner in these 
efforts and share in the benefits.  

• 7pm-8pm Break out sessions, tours of Five Points Arts Center (inside Center social 
distancing and masking will be observed) 
The break out sessions will offer more information on specific topics and the 
opportunity to ask questions in a smaller group setting. Those who register will be 
able to sign up for specific break out session topics in advance of the Summit. 
We will also offer tours of the world-class art labs in the new Five Points Arts 
Center during this time and will be screening the new young professional videos. 
Who should attend: Chief elected officials, members of local economic 
development committees, chambers, and business groups, land use commission 
members, arts, education and business leaders in Northwest Connecticut. There 
is no cost to attend.  
Food Trucks and Beer Tasting! Some of our local businesses will be bringing 
their great food and drink for us to enjoy at the Summit including Meraki 
(Litchfield, CT) food truck and Norbrook Farm Brewery. 
Hosted by: Northwest Hills Council of Governments, Northwest CT Economic 
Development Corp., Northwest CT Chamber of Commerce, and Five Points Arts 
Sponsored by: The City of Torrington 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-ct-economic-development-summit-2021-tickets-169643579513#listing-organizer
http://nwctchamberofcommerce.org/economicdevelopment/
http://nwctchamberofcommerce.org/economicdevelopment/
https://www.discoverlitchfieldhills.com/
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