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Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM  
  
  
Attending members:  Bob Pulford, Brian Johnson, Kathy Williams, Mark Mahoney, Tim Deschenes-
Desmond, and Linda Ganem.  Also present was Don Stein, First Selectman.  
  
Review of minutes: On a motion by Bob Pulford, seconded by Mark Mahoney, and passed unanimously, 
the minutes of the December 16, 2021, Special Meeting were approved.   
 
Discussion: The Commission discussed the Community Garden and the status of the reserved plots and 
actions needed to be considered.  Per Dave Lewis, who plans to come to the next EDC meeting, there 
are 18 reserved plots, with 6 remaining.  None of these figures include doubles, which won’t be made 
available unless there are openings.  Dave has requested that a shed be installed to store tools, a 
wheelbarrow, supplies, etc., which are currently being store in one of the church’s sheds.  Installation of 
a shed would require approval from the Church.  The thought was that a premade, 8 X 12 shed would be 
sufficient and would cost about $2500. Bob Pulford will look at options and material costs for the next 
meeting to determine if there is a way to reduce those costs.  There currently is over $400 in the garden 
account and it is expected that another $400 would be available. 
 
Discussion: The rest of the meeting was dedicated to discussion items, as summarized below: 

• Don Stein reported that we will proceed to hire Sertex to do a survey of the town to determine 
the best strategy for implementing high speed fiber optic internet.  That will cost $30,000 and 
be covered by ARPA funds.  In addition, there was a webinar done by a company called Civitas 
who installs 5G broadband in a community to deliver high speed service and there will be 
follow-up discussions with them about that possibility.  The committee of Don, Bob Pulford, 
Kevin Noblet and Brian will work with both companies to determine an appropriate strategy. 

• Don Stein told the members that Winsted will be hiring a part-time Economic Development 
Director under the ARPA funds and was interested in sharing that individual with other 
neighboring towns so that we could get additional hours in the collaboration.  The EDC 
members thought that it would be worth trying for a year assuming that an appropriate Scope 
of Work could be defined. 

• Other potential ARPA-funded projects include:  
o feasibility of constructing a bridge across the Farmington under a DEEP trails grant 
o purchase of AED’s for the town hall and the Resident State Trooper 
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o Feasibility study of central air conditioning for the elementary school 
o Financial assistance to the Riverton Fair, Stanclift Cove, “mom and pop” or other town 

businesses  
• Other ideas for economic development consideration: 

o Obtain an updated spreadsheet of town businesses to help set up a business “meet-
and-greet” 
 Discussion items could include broadband, introduction to new businesses, 

tourist map, town website, Discover Litchfield Hills, use of QR codes 
 Consideration of the types of businesses we feel would fit with the town’s rural 

nature 
 Invite businesses to our meetings or consider a business of the month 

promotion on social media 
 Improve the usage of DLH and provide better linkage to the town 

website/improve business promotion on the website 
 Kathy Williams agreed to bring a proposal to the next meeting for this subject 

and also to try to get the welcome bag initiative back on track as soon as COVID 
allows 

 The question came up about the old gas station/convenience store of Route 44 
and whether we should consider a commercial blight ordinance for properties 
like that 

• Mark Mahoney will put together a list of promotional ideas for the next meeting to include the 
Haunted House at the Riverton Fairgrounds, the Made-In-Connecticut trade show (April?), 
providing material for the campground to hand out 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58PM on a motion by Brian Johnson, seconded by Mark Mahoney.  
  
Respectfully submitted,    
  
   

       Don Stein 


