
Town of Barkhamsted   
Economic Development Commission    

Meeting Minutes     
Town Hall  

November 17, 2022  
   

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM   
    
Attending members:  Bob Pulford, Tim Deschenes-Desmond, Todd Winkler and Kathy Williams.  Also 
present were Don Stein, First Selectman, and economic development consultant, Ted Shafer.    
   
Review of minutes: On a motion by Kathy Williams, seconded by Bob Pulford, and passed unanimously, 
the minutes of the October 24, 2022, special meeting were approved.    
  
Discussion:  Ted Shafer’s report of his activities focused primarily on the COST (CT Council of Small 
Towns) Economic Development Seminar he attended on behalf of the Town.  The discussion at that 
meeting focused on available Federal and State funding, housing, land use, the legalization of cannabis 
and the requirement that land use boards take training each year.  There is also a land use conference 
at Wesleyan in March that is supposed to be a very worthwhile and well done meeting. Other 
discussion focused on solid waste and wastewater management, brownfield development, along with 
other economic development strategies.  There was also a presentation on initiatives by the State for 
road improvement funding (LOTCIP, TRIPS) that the town might be able to take advantage of and 
Housing is always of concern. 
 
Ted also reported that he had met with merchants in Riverton and they reported an uptick in traffic 
since the Fair and that he also had talked to the self-storage folks.  He was hopeful we could help them 
fill the empty space left by Hitchcock moving their retail operations to Winsted. 
 
Discussion:  Don Stein reported that he and a few others in Town had met with Frontier construction 
personnel, who reported that they would be bringing high speed, fiber optic broadband to all of 
Barkhamsted.  Construction could start as early as December and they expected to be operational by 
the end of March.  They showed a map of their plan to cover the entire town and also discussed pricing 
for their plans, which is cheaper that what is offered by Charter Spectrum, but with much better service 
and capability.  They have also provided material to be distributed to the residents to explain to them 
what is happening when they see construction vehicles on their street stringing fiber.  The Frontier plan 
includes bringing the fiber to the homes of those residents who sign up for their service.  Since this 
installation will all be done at no cost to the Town, the relationship with Sertex who performed the cost 
study and the survey to judge resident interest will no longer be required.  The town’s residents will be 
receiving this info in town-wide emails, the town webpage and posted on Facebook. 
 
The next two agenda items (“bingo” and economic development initiatives) were tabled to the next 
meeting. 
   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.   
   
Respectfully submitted,       
    

       Don Stein  


