
Town of Barkhamsted   
Economic Development Commission    

Meeting Minutes     
Town Hall  

September 11, 2023 
   
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM. 
    
Attendees:  Tim Deschenes-Desmond, Kathy Williams, Bob Pulford, Todd Winkler and Mark Mahoney 
called in via cellphone.  Also in attendance were Don Stein, First Selectman, and Ted Shafer, Economic 
Development Consultant. No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
Motion:  On a motion by Kathy Williams, seconded by Tim Deschenes-Desmond, the minutes of the 
meeting of July 10, 2023, and the Special Meeting of August 21, 2023 were approved unanimously. 
 
Discussion:  Ted Shafer reviewed the attached set of goals and objectives for his position for this fiscal 
year.  Highlights include: 

• Ted Shafer, Don Stein and Judy Doyle met with Eric Lee, General Manager of Sterling 
Engineering, to discuss the possibility of holding a business “meet-and-greet” for local 
businesses in his facility.  This event will be scheduled for November 2 and will include an 
introduction of the business by Eric, tours of the facility and a presentation by John Fiorello, 
who heads up the Entrepreneurial Center at the community college.  Refreshments will also 
be provided by the EDC for the attendees. 

• The Regional Job Fair is scheduled for October 11 at the Gilbert School.  It is expected that the 
State and the Regional Workforce Board will also be involved. Tables will cost $50 each, which 
is considered to be relatively inexpensive for one of these events.  It was also suggested that 
we reach out to Sterling Engineering, TiTrikes, TruHitch and Lightstat to see if they need to 
hire and could benefit from this event. 

• The Manufacturing Summit originally scheduled for October 24 has been rescheduled for 
November, but the exact date is still TBD to make it consistent with the schedule of Paul 
Lavoie, Connecticut’s Chief Manufacturing Officer.  This meeting will be rescheduled to 
another later date. 

 
Discussion:  Business Bingo has been under consideration for several months now, and is now planned 
to be held in early October for 2 weeks.  There will be an organizing meeting in Town Hall on Monday, 
9/18/2023  at 11:00 with Don, Ted, Debbie Brydon, Kathy and Tim to discuss how to get this organized 
and to discuss how to get prizes from the local businesses.  Mark thought that Leslie DiMartino, who 
has opened the Village Gift Shop in Riverton, would be willing to donate a basket and there was 
consensus that EDC funds could be used for a cash grand prize. 
 
Mark and Ted also felt that Leslie would be very receptive to having a ribbon-cutting to celebrate the 
opening of her new business, which has been open for a few months now.  She would obviously like to 
get the p.r. that could result from such an event. 
 
  



Relative to the Welcome Bags, Kathy reported that she sent out 20 letters covering new residents 
through July 31.  She put together 10 welcome bags and will wait to see what kind of response we get 
before putting together new ones. 
 
The Sustainable CT team has come very close to being certified as Bronze, but will probably have to 
wait until April ’24 to reach that goal. 
 
It was suggested that we improve our use of Discover Litchfield Hills, including putting together 
articles on events and posting more events to get better, more widespread coverage.  It was also 
suggested that installing electric charging stations would be helpful to folks who come to town to have 
lunch, hike, bike, etc. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50. 
 
Respectfully submitted,      
 
 
 
Don Stein  
First Selectman  
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