TOWN OF CANAAN
BOARD OF FINANCE, SPECIAL MEETING
July 11th, 2023 @ 6:30PM
IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM
108 MAIN STREET, FALLS VILLAGE, CT

Attendees:

In person: Steve Dean, Eric Carlson, Dan Silverman, Corinna Fleming
Alternate Ginger Betti

Via Zoom: No members via Zoom

Absent: Amy Wynn, David Wilburn, Alternates Carol Staats and Judy Jacobs.

Selectmen: Greg Marlowe, David Barger and Henry Todd.

The meeting was called to order by Dan Silverman at 6:30pm.

Dan Silverman announced this meeting was a Special Meeting to replace the Regular Meeting
scheduled for July 10th, 2023, which was postponed due to road closures and flooding.

Seating of Alternate:
Corinna Fleming made a motion to seat Ginger Betti for Amy Wynn. Steve Dean
seconded the motion; unanimous.

1) Agenda — no changes as this was a Special Meeting.

2)Public Comment was made by several citizens. Dan Silverman requested the comments of
Lou Timolat be made part of the public record. Lou addressed the Salt Shed. He stated the
proposal/design for a Salt Shed had never been promised as ‘free’. Lou stated, although opposed
to a move of the town garage, there was nothing wrong with waiting until the Planning and
Zoning had completed their research regarding Affordable Housing and the possibility of moving
the Town Garage, before requesting design work, etc. Given the time of the year, it would not be
possible to complete a Salt Shed by winter anyway.

Lou also asked that the Board of Finance and Selectmen create a line item for Event Safety
Supplies, (i.e. vests, hats, etc.,) for volunteers at community events.

3) Communications: Dan Silverman stated he had received several communications regarding
the rise in property taxes, from Falls Village residents. Dan spoke with Henry who assured him
the property taxes were based on the funds needed to cover only the Municipal and Board of
Education budget.
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4) Reports

a) Secretary’s Report:
Eric Carlson made a motion to approve as received the minutes for the June 12, 2023
and June 26, 2023 meetings. Seconded by Steve Dean. Motion carried. Corinna
Fleming abstained.

b) Treasurer’s Report:
None Received

c)

Tax Collector’s Report:

None Received

d) Board of Education Report:
None Received

e)
1)

2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

First Selectman’s Report:
Solar Project — Henry asked the Board of Finance to approve moving forward with further

discussion and research regarding the Solar Project, to include Inlands Wetlands and
Planning and Zoning.

Tax Abatement — no action needed.

Salt Shed — Henry suggested the bids for the Salt Shed be put out to bid.

OSHA visit — OSHA visited the Town Hall and the Town Garage. There were some
violations which Tim Downs and Henry are working on with OSHA. A full report from
OSHA had not been received.

Green Burials — Henry had received an inquiry from a resident regarding allowing a
Green Burial in one of the Falls Village cemeteries. Dave Barger will do further research.
Kayla Johnson has been hired as the Certified Appraiser to replace Hazel McGuire who 1s
retiring in September.

Tax Sale — Henry will be requesting from the Board of Selectmen to approve the transfer
of title/ownership to the Town of Canaan for any properties which do not sell as part of the
tax sale.

5) Old Business

None

6) Suspense Items

None
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7)New Business:
Solar Project:
Henry presented the Solar Project (attached) and asked the Board of Finance to approve further

research on the project and approval to have the Inlands Wetland Commission and the Planning
and Zoning Commission review the project.

Steve Dean had several questions regarding ‘other services’ costs and costs to replace equipment.
Greg Marlowe suggested the Board of Finance have a direct and leading role in this project to
ensure all questions were answered. The Board of Finance agreed to do so.

A motion was made by Dan Silverman to concur with the Selectmen to further inquire
on the Solar Project. Dan made clear this motion did not include making payment of
any kind. Eric Carlson seconded the motion; unanimous.

8)Adjourn;
Eric Carlson made a motion to adjourn at 7:11pm. Seconded by Corinna Fleming;
unanimous.

Respectively submitted by Recording Secretary, Denise Cohn

Attachments:
Solar Proposal
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