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TOWN OF CANAAN 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

October 14, 2025 @ 6:00PM 

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT 

IN-PERSON, AND VIA ZOOM 

Meeting video is available here: https://youtu.be/aD9B2gqk6OI. 

 

Members Present: 

In person: David Barger, Christopher Kinsella, and Judy Jacobs 

Via Zoom: None 

 

1) Call to order: David Barger called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 

2) Agenda: 

Judy Jacobs made a motion to add the following items to the agenda: 

7I – Furnace Gallery lease 

7J – STEAP Advisory Committee 

7K – Schedule Town Meeting 

7L – Cobble Road Bridge Project 

Chris Kinsella seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

Chris Kinsella made a motion to add the following items to the agenda: 

9b2 – add ‘discussion and possible action’ to the agenda item. 

9d – Town Meeting schedule date 

9e - Cobble Road Bridge 

9f - STEAP Advisory Committee 

11 – Acceptance of donated passenger bus 

Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

3) Public comment:  None were received in writing. 

 

4) Secretary’s Report 

Judy Jacobs made a motion to approve the minutes for the Board of Selectmen’s Regular Meeting 

held on September 8, 2025. Chris Kinsella seconded the motion. In discussion Chris Kinsella made 

a motion to amend the motion to amend the minutes to change Chris Kinsella will meet with 

Cardinal Engineering to Chris Kinsella will meet with the ‘Bridge/Infrastructure Committee’ to 

discuss Cobble Road Bridge and Road repairs. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion to amend the 

motion; unanimous.  Motion passed; unanimous. 
 

Judy Jacobs made a motion to approve the minutes for the Board of Selectmen’s Special Meeting 

held on September 12, 2025. Chris Kinsella seconded the motion; unanimous. 
 

Chris Kinsella made a motion to approve the minutes for the Board of Selectmen’s Special 

Meeting held on October 3, 2025. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

Chris Kinsella made a motion to approve the minutes for the Board of Selectmen’s Special 

Meeting held on October 7, 2025. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

5) Treasurer’s and Tax Collector’s Report:  

Judy Jacobs made a motion to table the Treasurer’s Report (no reports presented). Chris Kinsella 

seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

Judy Jacobs made a motion to receive the Tax Collector’s Report for September 30, 2025. Chris 

Kinsella seconded the motion. Judy Jacobs and David Barger voted yea, Chris Kinsella voted nay; 

motion carried. 

https://youtu.be/aD9B2gqk6OI
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6) Communications: 

a) Written: 

1) Housatonic Youth Services Bureau (attached) 

2) Tom Watson communication regarding Six Rod Road name change to Lawson Rd/Way (attached) 

 

b) Oral Communication: None 

 

7) First Selectman’s Report presented by David Barger: 

a) STEAP: Michelle Hansen, David Barger, and Linda Paviol will be meeting with the State STEAP liaison via 

Zoom, October 15, 2025, to answer questions from the Advisory Committee. 

b) 1)   Resignation of Recreation Director:  Attached and see New Business 9b1. 

2) Request to use Town Hall/Sidewalk for Halloween: Attached and New Business 9b2. 

c) Fire Department Request to use Town Green: Attached and New Business 9c. 

d) Speed Feedback Signs: The Town received two. They are/will be located on Undermountain Rd and Main 

Street. 

e) CT DOT Safety Letter: See attached.  

f) Donation of 14 passenger bus to the Town by Hotchkiss School: See 11a. The Town will use the bus for Ski 

Club, Senior activities, etc.  

g) Grants: Applications have been submitted for a Cyber Security Grant and a Micro Grant for Active 

Transportation. 

h) Town Counsel line over spent 2024-2025: The Town received an invoice from Town Counsel for the 

2024/2025 fiscal year, in September 2025. The Board of Selectmen has recommended the Board of 

Finance appropriate an additional $500 from the Board of Finance legal line to cover the shortfall. 

i) Furnace Gallery: See attached. They will be ending their lease on December 31, 2025. 

j) STEAP Advisory Committee: See New Business 9F. 

k) Town Meeting: See New Business 9d. 

l) Cobble Road: See New Business 9e and attached letters. David Barger stated the bridge repair will be 

completed by the State with funding of 80% coming from the State and the remaining 20% from Federal funds. 

They predict five years for completion. 
 

8) Old Business: 

a) 35 Railroad Street: No action taken.  

b) Economic Development: No action taken.  

c) Affordable Housing Task Force: No action taken.  

d) CEN Update – No action taken. 

e) Cobble Rd Culvert and Bridge – No action taken. See New Business 9e for update on the bridge. 

f) Eagle Scout Projects– No action taken.  

 

9)  New Business 

a) Tax Abatements/Suspense List:  

Judy Jacobs made a motion to approve the refund request for overpaid taxes in the amount of 

$297.18, as presented. Chris Kinsella seconded the motion; unanimous. (attached) 

b) Recreation Commission: 

1)David Barger made a motion to accept, with regret and gratitude, the resignation of Emily 

Peterson as the Recreation Director effective 11/1/2025. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; 

unanimous. The Board wished Emily much success in her future endeavors. 

2)Judy Jacobs made a motion to grant permission to the Recreation Commission to use the Town 

Hall and sidewalks for the Halloween event. (see attached request) 

c) Falls Village Fire Department Request to use Town Green on 11/1/2025: 

Chris Kinsella made a motion to grant permission for the Fire Department to use the Town Green 

on November 1, 2025, for the Ed McGuire Cannonball Run 5K, as requested (see attached request). 

Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 
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New Business continued…. 

 

d) Town Meeting :  

Chris Kinsella made a motion to schedule a Town Meeting on October 24, 2025 at 6pm, to be held at 

108 Main Street (in person only) at 6pm, for the purpose of an additional appropriation to the Waste 

Management budget #6001, from the Road Maintenance budget #3001, in the amount of $6315.89 to 

cover the overage in expenses for fiscal year ending 2025.  Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

e) Cobble Road Bridge: 

Judy Jacobs made a motion to authorize David Barger to sign a letter to the Department of 

Transportation regarding the Cobble Road Bridge, as presented and attached. Chris Kinsella seconded 

the motion; unanimous. 

Chris Kinsella made a motion to authorize David Barger to sign a letter to the State regarding Right of 

Way, as presented and attached. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

f) STEAP Advisory Committee:  

Chris Kinsella made a motion to appoint Greg Marlowe, Eileen Kinsella, Catherine Wales, and 

Chris Wadsworth to the STEAP Grant Implementation Committee, effective 10/14/2025 as an 

advisory commission to the Board of Selectmen, Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

Chris Kinsella will serve as liaison. 

 

10) Discussion: 

a) Solar Project: No update 

b) Bridge/Infrastructure: Chris Kinsella will be working with the Bridge/Infrastructure Committee on remaining 

bridge repairs/maintenance and other infrastructure issues. 

 

11) Other Business to Come Before the Board of Selectmen:  

Chris Kinsella made a motion to accept the donation of a 14-passenger bus from the Hotchkiss 

School to the Town of Canaan, with appreciation. Judy Jacobs seconded the motion; unanimous. 

 

12) Public Comment 2: None received in writing. 

 

13) Adjournment: Judy Jacobs made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:58pm. Chris Kinsella   

seconded the motion; unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted by Recording Secretary, Denise Cohn. 

 

Attachments: 

Communication from HYSB 

Communication from Tom Watson regarding renaming Six Rod Rd to Lawson Road/Way. 

Letter of Resignation from the Recreation Director 

Letter from Selectmen to Recreation Director 

Letter requesting use of Town Green on 11/1/2025. 

Letter requesting use of Town Hall and sidewalks for Halloween events. 

Ct Department of Transportation letters 

Communication from Furnace Gallery regarding lease 

Cobble Road Bridge Communication 

Tax Rebate/Refund Request. 

Letters approved for David Barger to sign regarding Cobble Road and Right of Way. 

Tax Collectors Report is attached to the 10.14.25 Board of Finance Minutes. 

 


































