
 
Town of Canaan 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 13, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. 
Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, Connecticut 

In Person and via Zoom 

Members Present 

In Person: Selectman Christopher Kinsella; Selectman Judy Jacobs 
Via Zoom: None 
Absent: First Selectman David Barger 

Also Present: Members of the Board of Finance were invited to sit in for Doug Cohn’s POCD 
presentation. 
In Person: Chairman Ginger Betti; Members Amy Wynn, Martin Deeg, Andrea Downs, Thomas 
Wilson; Alternate Member Hazel McGuire. 

 

1. Call to Order 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

None. 

3. Public Comment 

Recreation Commission member Melissa Lopes announced the Earth Day Community Cleanup 
& Library Garden Day, scheduled for Saturday from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., with sign-ups 
available at the library. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 March 9, 2026 – Regular Meeting  
Motion: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Unanimous. 

 February 26, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Previously approved; noted error. 

 March 11, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 



 March 18, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

 March 23, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

 March 30, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion to table until next meeting: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Unanimous. 

 April 8, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

5. Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports 

(See attachments to the Board of Finance Minutes 04.13.26) 

 February 2026 Treasurer’s Report 
 March 2026 Tax Collector’s Report 

Motion to table Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports until next meeting: Kinsella; Second: 
Jacobs; Unanimous. 

6. Communications 

a. Written 

 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day  
Scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. at the Public Works Garage. 
Tickets available at the Transfer Station. 

b. Oral 

None. 

7. First Selectman’s Report 

STEAP Grant 

Request for Proposal for the trash compactor is being submitted to the state. Allied Engineering 
will be picking up materials related to the project. 

Proposed Ordinance – Tax Abatement for Surviving Spouse of Line-of-Duty Death 

Provides 100% abatement up to $10,000/year for eligible surviving spouses. Will be scheduled 
for a Town Meeting. 

Letter from CTDOT – Epoxy Pavement Markings 



Work on Route 63 (Goshen) to Route 7 from April 1 through September 15. 

Correspondence from Canaan Exchange Club 

Club is seeking new members; meeting at the Colonial Theater in May. 

Bridge Closing – Cobble Road Bridge 

CTDOT recommended closure of the long bridge over the Hollenbeck River (letter dated March 
25, 2026). Jersey barriers have been installed. Some resident pushback; BOS working toward 
resolution. 
Bridge & Infrastructure Committee meeting Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. with Cardinal Engineering 
to review grant proposal and temporary fix options. 

Letter from Eversource – Vegetation Management 

Notice of herbicide application along rights-of-way, with special methods in wetlands. 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 

Reviewed temporary fix options for the Cobble Road (big) bridge. 

9. Old Business 

 35 Railroad Street – No updates. 
 Affordable Housing Plan Task Force – No updates. 
 Cobble Road Culvert & Bridge – Previously discussed. 

10. New Business 

a. Tax Rebates and Suspension List 

Motion to forward the suspension list and tax rebates to the Board of Finance with 
recommendation for approval: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Unanimous. 

b. Request from Chuck Lewis – Use of Town Green for National Prayer Day 

Motion to approve use of the Town Green on Thursday, May 7, 2026, from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m.: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

c. Recreation Commission – Appointment of Catherine Wales as Secretary 

Concerns raised regarding ordinance prohibiting paid employees from serving as voting 
commissioners. 



Motion to table, pending ordinance review and clarification from the Commission: Jacobs; 
Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

d. Inland Wetlands / Conservation Committee – Appointment 

Letter requesting appointment of Marlene von Gulick from Alternate Member to Permanent 
Member. 
Motion to appoint: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Unanimous. 

11. Other Business 

None. 

12. Public Comment 

None. 

13. Presentation – POCD Implementation Committee 

P&Z members Doug Cohn, Kim Mahoney, and Tim Metzger presented an overview of the 
POCD Implementation Workbook, including: 

 Purpose: tracking progress on POCD goals over the 10-year cycle 
 Workbook structure: tabs by topic, action items, responsible parties 
 Only the commissioner (Kim Mahoney) can edit the workbook at this stage 
 Boards encouraged to review their assigned action items 

Discussion topics included: 
Affordable housing; ADUs; economic development; regulatory updates; fee structures; 
coordination across boards and commissions. 

14. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 6:51 p.m.: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Unanimous. 

Attachments 

1. Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day Notice 
2. Proposed Ordinance: Tax Abatement for Surviving Spouse of Line-of-Duty Death 
3. CTDOT Epoxy Pavement Markings – Schedule and Route Map 
4. CTDOT Notice – Cobble Road Bridge Closure 
5. Canaan Exchange Club – Membership Outreach Letter 
6. Eversource Vegetation Management Notice 
7. Letter from Chuck Lewis – Request to Use Town Green (National Prayer Day) 
8. Recreation Commission – Request for Appointment of Secretary (Catherine Wales) 



9. Inland Wetlands & Conservation Commission – Request to Appoint Regular Member 
(Marlene von Gulick) 

MOTION / ACTION — Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting • April 13, 2026 

Item Motion / Action Made 
By Second Vote Citation 

Approval of Minutes – 
March 9, 2026 Regular 
Meeting 

Approve minutes Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion: 
Kinsella; Second: 
Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

Approval of Minutes – 
March 11, 2026 Special 
Meeting 

Approve minutes Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 
“Motion: Jacobs; 
Second: Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 

Approval of Minutes – 
March 18, 2026 Special 
Meeting 

Approve minutes Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous same citation 

Approval of Minutes – 
March 23, 2026 Special 
Meeting 

Approve minutes Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous same citation 

Approval of Minutes – 
March 30, 2026 Special 
Meeting 

Table minutes until 
next meeting Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion to 
table… Kinsella; 
Second: Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

Approval of Minutes – 
April 8, 2026 Special 
Meeting 

Approve minutes Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 
“Motion: Jacobs; 
Second: Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 

Treasurer & Tax 
Collector Reports 

Table reports until 
next meeting Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion to table 
Treasurer and Tax 
Collector 
Reports… 
Unanimous.” 

Tax Rebates & 
Suspension List 

Forward to BOF 
with 
recommendation for 
approval 

Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion to 
forward… 
Kinsella; Second: 
Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

Use of Town Green – 
National Prayer Day 

Approve use of 
Town Green May 7, 
2026, 11 AM–1 PM 

Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 

“Motion to 
approve… 
Jacobs; Second: 
Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 



Item Motion / Action Made 
By Second Vote Citation 

Recreation Commission – 
Catherine Wales 

Table appointment 
pending ordinance 
review 

Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 

“Motion to 
table… Jacobs; 
second: Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 

Inland 
Wetlands/Conservation – 
Marlene von Gulick 

Appoint from 
Alternate to 
Permanent Member 

Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion to 
appoint: Kinsella; 
Second: Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

Adjournment Adjourn at 6:51 PM Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 

“Motion to 
adjourn at 6:51 
pm: Jacobs; 
Second: Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 

 

RESIGNATION / APPOINTMENT — April 13, 2026 

Commission / 
Board Action Name From To Notes Citation 

Recreation 
Commission 

Tabled 
appointment 

Catherine 
Wales — Proposed 

Secretary 

Ordinance 
concerns re: paid 
employees 
serving as voting 
commissioners 

“Concerns 
raised… 
Motion to 
table…” 

Inland 
Wetlands / 
Conservation 
Committee 

Appointed 
Marlene 
van 
Gulick 

Alternate 
Member 

Permanent 
Member — 

“Motion to 
appoint: 
Kinsella; 
Second: 
Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

 

TABLED ITEMS  

Item Motion Made 
By Second Vote Citation 

March 30, 2026 
Special Meeting 
Minutes 

Table until 
next meeting Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous 

“Motion to table… 
Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; 
Unanimous.” 

Treasurer & Tax 
Collector Reports 

Table until 
next meeting Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous “Motion to table 

Treasurer and Tax 



Item Motion Made 
By Second Vote Citation 

Collector Reports… 
Unanimous.” 

Recreation 
Commission – 
Appointment of 
Catherine Wales 

Table pending 
ordinance 
review 

Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 
“Motion to table… 
Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; 
Unanimous.” 

 

FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  

Topic Follow-Up 
Required 

Responsible 
Party Notes Citation 

March 30 Minutes Bring back at 
next meeting BOS Tabled “Motion to table… 

until next meeting.” 

Treasurer & Tax 
Collector Reports 

Bring back at 
next meeting BOS Tabled 

“Motion to table 
Treasurer and Tax 
Collector 
Reports…” 

Recreation 
Commission – 
Secretary 
Appointment 

Review 
ordinance; 
clarify eligibility 

BOS & 
Recreation 
Commission 

Concern: paid 
employees serving 
as voting 
commissioners 

“Concerns raised… 
Motion to table…” 

Cobble Road 
Bridge 

Continue work 
with CTDOT & 
Cardinal 
Engineering 

BOS / Bridge & 
Infrastructure 
Committee 

Temporary fix 
options; grant 
proposal 

“Bridge & 
Infrastructure 
Committee meeting 
Wednesday…” 

STEAP Grant – 
Trash Compactor 

RFP submission 
to state 

First 
Selectman’s 
Office 

Allied Engineering 
picking up 
materials 

“Request for 
Proposal… being 
submitted…” 

POCD 
Implementation 
Workbook 

Boards to 
review assigned 
action items 

All Boards 
Only commissioner 
can edit workbook 
at this stage 

“Boards encouraged 
to review their 
assigned action 
items.” 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

Date Time Meeting Notes Citation 
Wednesday 
(April 15, 
2026) 

9:00 
a.m. 

Bridge & 
Infrastructure 
Committee 

Review grant proposal & 
temporary fix options 
with Cardinal Engineering 

“Bridge & Infrastructure 
Committee meeting 
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.” 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Date Time Event Organizer Notes Citation 

Saturday 
(April 18, 
2026) 

10:00 
a.m.–
12:00 
p.m. 

Earth Day 
Community 
Cleanup & Library 
Garden Day 

Recreation 
Commission / 
Library 

Signups at 
the library 

“Earth Day 
Community Cleanup… 
Saturday 10–12… 
signups at the library.” 

Thursday, 
May 7, 2026 

11:00 
a.m.–
1:00 
p.m. 

National Prayer 
Day – Use of 
Town Green 

Chuck Lewis Approved 
by BOS 

“Motion to approve 
use of Town Green… 
May 7, 2026, 11:00 
a.m.–1:00 p.m.” 

Saturday, 
June 20, 
2026 

9:00 
a.m.–
12:00 
p.m. 

Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day 

Public Works / 
TAHD 

Tickets at 
Transfer 
Station 

“Scheduled for 
Saturday, June 20… 
Tickets available at the 
Transfer Station.” 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Patti Fife, Recording Secretary 
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