
 
Town of Canaan 

Board of Selectmen  
Regular Meeting Minutes  

Monday, May 11, 2026 – 6:00 PM  
Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, Connecticut 

In-person and via Zoom 
 

Members Present 

In Person: First Selectman David Barger; Selectman Christopher Kinsella 
Via Zoom: None 
Absent: Selectman Judy Jacobs 

1. Call to Order 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 PM by First 
Selectman David Barger. 

 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

 7H – $5,000 Active Transportation Microgrant 
 7I – Memorial Day Parade; service and volunteer awards 
 7J – Transfer Station Report 
 10B – Restoration of funds to Non-Recurring Capital Fund – $50,000 
 5C & 5D – February Treasurer’s Report and March Tax Collector’s Report 

Motion to add the above items to the agenda: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

 

3. Public Comment 

Residents raised concerns regarding personnel policy, specifically inconsistent application of 
insurance and benefits eligibility, and the legal risk of adopting a budget without a clear policy. 
The First Selectman acknowledged the issue and stated that a full policy rewrite is underway 
with counsel. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 



a. April 13, 2026 – Regular Meeting Minutes  
Motion to table: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

b. April 20, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion to approve: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

c. April 27, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion to approve: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

d. April 30, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes  
Motion to approve: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

 

5. Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports 

(Reports attached to the Board of Finance.) 

a. March 2026 Treasurer’s Report 
b. April 2026 Tax Collector’s Report 

Motion to table items a & b: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

c. February 2026 Treasurer’s Report 
Motion to receive: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

d. March 2026 Tax Collector’s Report 
Motion to receive: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

 

6. Communications 

a. Written 

 Upper Housatonic Valley Heritage Area: July 11 bicycle ride; request expected for 
Warren Turnpike use. 

 Town Clerk Johanna Mann: Formal request for family plan health insurance. 
 Falls Village Housing Trust: Update on River Road Homes; site clearing to begin (5 

acres; 7 AM–5 PM; Monday–Saturday; 12-week schedule). 
 Residents’ Letter (Rule/Anderson et al.): Request to pause River Road project citing 

title questions, bidding compliance, traffic study, working hours, and fiscal impact. 

b. Oral 

None. 



7. First Selectman’s Report 

a. STEAP Grant: RFP work continues for Senior Center, trash compactor, pool house, pavilion 
redesign; allied engineers working on salt shed. 

b. CT DOT – Cobble Road Bridge: DOT report indicates structural buckling requiring closure; 
geotechnical testing underway. Report available at Town Hall. 

c. Eversource Reliability Report: Falls Village experienced more frequent and longer outages 
than state averages. 

d. Building Official: Jim Clark has retired; interim coverage arranged with Sharon’s building 
inspector/fire marshal Stan McMillan. Position to be advertised this week. 

e. National Day of Prayer: Held May 7 on the Green; approximately 20 attendees. 

f. Richard H. Stone Memorial Account: Approximately $100,000 available for Town Green 
and Main Street improvements; includes historic drawings. 

g. Town Meeting: Scheduled for Friday, May 22, 2026 at 7 PM, Emergency Services Center, 
188 Route 7 South, Falls Village. 

h. $5,000 Active Transportation Microgrant: Award received; to be used for bicycle safety 
programming with the school. 

i. Memorial Day Parade: Monday, May 25 at 9:30 am. Parade and ceremony planned; service 
and volunteer awards; community gathering with Recreation Commission providing treats and 
lemonade. 

j. Transfer Station Report: MSW 97.51 tons; recycling 18.57 tons; bulky waste income $2,135; 
net profit $1,394.82. 

 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 

The Board approved $2,000 for Cardinal Engineering to submit a TRIP grant for Cobble Road 
culvert replacement (80/20 match). 
Discussion held regarding temporary bridge repair depending on grant outcome. 

 

9. Old Business 

 35 Railroad Street: No updates. 
 Affordable Housing Plan Task Force: Meeting being scheduled. 



 Cobble Road Culvert & Bridge: Addressed earlier in meeting. 

10. New Business 

a. Tax Rebates and Suspension List  
None presented. 

b. Restoration of Funds to Non-Recurring Capital Fund – $50,000  
Motion to restore $50,000 to the Non-Recurring Capital Fund from future proceeds of the 
sale of 35 Railroad Street (old firehouse):  
Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

Motion to recommend the same to the Board of Finance:  
Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

 

11. Other Business 

None. 

 

12. Public Comment 

Suggestion made to deposit all firehouse sale proceeds into the Non-Recurring Capital Fund. 

 

13. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 6:38 PM: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous. 

 
 

Attachments: 

 Western New England Greenway 
 Town Clerk Johanna Mann 
 Falls Village Housing Trust 
 Residents’ Letter (Rule/Anderson et al.) 
 Transfer Station Report 

 



 

Motion/Action Chart 

 

Item Motion Made 
By Second Vote Action / Notes 

2. Additions to the 
Agenda 

To add items 7H, 7I, 
7J; 10B; and 5C & 
5D to the agenda 

Kinsella Barger Unanimous Items added 

4a. April 13, 2026 
Minutes To table Kinsella Barger Unanimous — 

4b. April 20, 2026 
Minutes To approve Kinsella Barger Unanimous Approved 

4c. April 27, 2026 
Minutes To approve Kinsella Barger Unanimous Approved 

4d. April 30, 2026 
Minutes To approve Kinsella Barger Unanimous Approved 

5a & 5b. March 
Treasurer’s Report & 
April Tax Collector’s 
Report 

To table Kinsella Barger Unanimous — 

5c. February 
Treasurer’s Report To receive Kinsella Barger Unanimous Received 

5d. March Tax 
Collector’s Report To receive Kinsella Barger Unanimous Received 

10b. Restoration of 
Funds to 
Non-Recurring Capital 
Fund 

To restore $50,000 
to the NRCF from 
future proceeds of 
the sale of 35 
Railroad Street 

Kinsella Barger Unanimous — 

10b. Recommendation 
to Board of Finance 

To recommend the 
above restoration to 
the Board of Finance 

Kinsella Barger Unanimous Recommendation 
forwarded 

13. Adjournment To adjourn at 6:38 
PM Kinsella Barger Unanimous Meeting adjourned 

 

 

 

 



 

Follow- up Items 

Topic Required Action Responsible 
Party Status / Notes 

Personnel Policy / 
Benefits 
Eligibility 

Complete rewrite of personnel 
policy with counsel 

First Selectman; 
Town Counsel In progress 

    

River Road 
Homes Project 

Review residents’ concerns (title, 
bidding, traffic, hours, fiscal 
impact) 

BOS; Falls Village 
Housing Trust Letter received 

    

Building Official 
Vacancy 

Advertise position; maintain 
interim coverage First Selectman 

Interim coverage 
arranged; posting 
this week 

STEAP Grant 
Projects 

Continue RFP development (Senior 
Center, compactor, pool house, 
pavilion redesign) 

First Selectman; 
Engineers Ongoing 

Richard H. Stone 
Memorial 
Account 

Consider use of approx. $100,000 
for Town Green/Main Street 
improvements 

BOS Includes historic 
drawings 

    
    
    
 

Tabled Items 

Item Description Motion / 
Action 

Made 
By Second Vote Status / 

Notes 
4a. April 13, 2026 
Minutes 

Approval of 
minutes To table Kinsella Barger Unanimous Tabled 

5a. March 2026 
Treasurer’s Report 

Monthly financial 
report To table Kinsella Barger Unanimous Tabled 

5b. April 2026 Tax 
Collector’s Report 

Monthly tax 
collection report To table Kinsella Barger Unanimous Tabled 

 

 



 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Date Time Event / Meeting Location Notes 

May 22, 
2026 

7:00 
PM  Town Meeting 

Emergency 
Services Center, 
188 Route 7 South 

Municipal Budget 

May 27, 
2026* — 

River Road Homes – 
Site Clearing 
(ongoing) 

River Road 12-week schedule; Mon–Sat; 7 
AM–5 PM 

May 25, 
2026 

9:30— 
AM 

Memorial Day 
Parade & Ceremony Falls Village 

Includes service & volunteer 
awards; Recreation Commission 
providing treats & lemonade 

July 11, 
2026 — 

Upper Housatonic 
Valley Heritage Area 
Bicycle Ride 

Warren Turnpike 
(request expected) Written communication received 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Patti Fife, Recording Secretary 
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