
Town of Canaan 
Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 13, 2026 – 6:00 PM 
Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, Connecticut 

In Person and via Zoom 

Members Present 

In Person: First Selectman David Barger; Selectman Christopher Kinsella; Selectman Judy 

Jacobs  

Via Zoom: None  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Treasurer Michelle Hansen; DPW Manager Tim Downs; members of the public 

1. Call to Order 

First Selectman Barger called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

Add under Item 7 – First Selectman’s Report: 7.G – Registrars applied for a $5,000 state early 

voting grant. 

Motion: Jacobs moved to add Item 7.G to the agenda. Second: Kinsella Vote: Unanimous 

3. Public Comment 

None. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

a. June 8, 2026 – Regular Meeting Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

b. June 17, 2026 – Special Meeting Motion: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

c. June 25, 2026 – Special Meeting Motion: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

d. July 8, 2026 – Special Meeting Motion: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

 



5. Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports 

(Reports attached to 07.13.26 Board of Finance) 

a. May 2026 Treasurer’s Report Motion to accept: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

b. June 2026 Tax Collector’s Report No report presented. 

6. Communications 

a. Written: None  
b. Oral: None 

7. First Selectman’s Report 

STEAP Grant Updates 

• Low bid secured for the compactor; awaiting state approval. 

• RFPs issued for Senior Center painting. 

• Architectural drawings received for Assessor’s Office roof. 

• Oil/water separator permitting backlog continues; project may proceed to bid while 

awaiting permit. 

July 4 Celebration / America’s 250 

Successful event with strong turnout. 

Falls Village Car Show / Western New England Greenway Bicycle Ride 

• Car show hosted 700+ registered vehicles and approximately 1,000 spectators. 

• Bicycle ride relocated to HVRHS due to scheduling conflict; approximately 40 riders 

participated. 

Inland Wetlands Commission Letter – Rt. 126 / Tinker Brook 

• Culverts clogged due to beaver activity, raising the water table. 

• Barger forwarded the Commission’s letter to Stephen Moran (CTDOT). 

• CTDOT acknowledged and will investigate; water has since receded. 

Municipal Solid Waste – NRRA 

Trash continues to be transported to Torrington, then to the Bridgeport waste-to-energy facility. 

July 4th Weather Event 



• Extensive response from DPW, Fire Department, and EMTs. 

• Eversource municipal hub used effectively; all outages reported. 

• Town unlikely to qualify for state or federal aid. One home was a total loss; several 

others sustained damage. 

G. Early Voting Grant 

Registrars applied for a $5,000 state early voting grant. Funds must be used exclusively for 

early voting. Reporting due June 2027. 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 

No additional reports. 

9. Old Business 

• 35 Railroad Street: No updates. 

• Affordable Housing Plan Task Force: Meeting scheduled for July 29. 

• Cobble Road Culvert & Bridge: Slightly ahead in the design phase. 

10. New Business 

a. Tax Rebates and Suspension List 

None presented. 

b. Letters of Resignation 

• Motion to accept the resignation of Republican Registrar Susan Kelsey, with regret: 

Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

• Motion to accept the resignation of Deputy Republican Registrar G. Tracy Atwood, 

with regret: Kinsella; Second: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

c. Blue Ribbon Committee on Economic Development (open-ended term) 

Motion to appoint Tom Wilson, Peter Jensen, and Hazel McGuire as committee members, 

with Selectman Judy Jacobs as BOS liaison: Kinsella; Second: Barger; Vote: Unanimous 

Charge: Produce ideas within 6–12 months. 

d. David M. Hunt Library Appointments/Resignations 

• Motion to accept the resignation of Barbara Deinhardt, with regret: Kinsella; Second: 

Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

• Motion to appoint Mark Gozonsky (replacing Deinhardt), 4-year term beginning from 

the Library’s annual meeting date: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 



• Motion to reappoint Henry Todd, 4-year term beginning from the Library’s annual 

meeting date: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

11. Other Business 

A formal complaint from Cemetery Sexton Tracy Wilson regarding treatment at Town Hall was 

read. The First Selectman will schedule a meeting to review conduct and procedures. 

12. Public Comment 

None. 

13. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 6:30 PM: Jacobs; Second: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

 

 

Attachments 

• Inland Wetlands letter re: Rt. 126 / Tinker Brook 

• CTDOT response re: Rt. 126 / Tinker Brook 

• Resignations: Susan Kelsey and G. Tracy Atwood 

• Blue Ribbon Committee appointments 

• David M. Hunt Library resignations/appointments 

• Letter from Tracy Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Patti Fife, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 



MOTION / ACTION  

Item Motion Second Action / Result Vote 

Add Item 7.G to Agenda Jacobs Kinsella Added to agenda Unanimous 

Approve Minutes – June 8 RM Jacobs Kinsella Approved Unanimous 

Approve Minutes – June 17 SM Kinsella Jacobs Approved Unanimous 

Approve Minutes – June 25 SM Jacobs Kinsella Approved Unanimous 

Approve Minutes – July 8 SM Kinsella Jacobs Approved Unanimous 

Accept May 2026 Treasurer’s Report Jacobs Kinsella Accepted Unanimous 

Accept Resignation – Registrar Susan 

Kelsey 
Jacobs Kinsella 

Accepted w/ 

regret 
Unanimous 

Accept Resignation – Deputy Registrar G. 

Tracy Atwood 
Kinsella Jacobs 

Accepted w/ 

regret 
Unanimous 

Appoint Blue Ribbon Committee (Wilson, 

Jensen, McGuire) + Jacobs as liaison 
Kinsella Barger Appointed Unanimous 

DM Hunt Library – Accept Resignation 

(Deinhardt) 
Kinsella Jacobs 

Accepted w/ 

regret 
Unanimous 

DM Hunt Library – Appointment 

(Gozonsky) 
Jacobs Kinsella 

Appointed – 4-yr 

term 
Unanimous 

DM Hunt Library – Reappointment (Todd) Jacobs Kinsella 
Reappointed – 

4-yr term 
Unanimous 

Adjourn Jacobs Kinsella 
Adjourned at 

6:30 PM 
Unanimous 

APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS  

Name Position Type Effective Term / Notes 

Susan Kelsey Republican Registrar Resignation Accepted with regret 

G. Tracy 

Atwood 
Deputy Republican Registrar Resignation Accepted with regret 

Tom Wilson Blue Ribbon Committee Appointment 
Open-ended term; 6–12 

month charge 

Peter Jensen Blue Ribbon Committee Appointment 
Open-ended term; 6–12 

month charge 

Hazel McGuire Blue Ribbon Committee Appointment 
Open-ended term; 6–12 

month charge 

Judy Jacobs 
BOS Liaison – Blue Ribbon 

Committee 
Appointment BOS liaison 

Barbara 

Deinhardt 
DM Hunt Library Resignation Accepted with regret 



Name Position Type Effective Term / Notes 

Mark Gozonsky DM Hunt Library Appointment 
4-yr term from annual 

meeting date 

Henry Todd DM Hunt Library Reappointment 
4-yr term from annual 

meeting date 

FOLLOW-UP CHART 

Topic Required Follow-Up 
Responsible 

Party 
Notes 

Inland Wetlands – Rt. 

126 / Tinker Brook 
CTDOT investigation CTDOT 

Water has receded; 

awaiting DOT review 

Oil/Water Separator 

Permit 

Proceed to bid while permit 

pending 

First Selectman 

/ DPW 

State backlog 

continues 

Cemetery Sexton 

Complaint 

Schedule meeting to review 

conduct/procedures 
First Selectman 

Formal complaint 

read into record 

Affordable Housing 

Plan Task Force 
Meeting scheduled July 29 Task Force 

Update expected after 

meeting 

    

UPCOMING MEETINGS / EVENTS CHART 

Meeting / Event Date Notes 

Affordable Housing Plan Task Force July 29, 2026 Scheduled meeting 
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