
Town of Canaan 
Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 14, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. 
Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, Connecticut 

In Person and via Zoom 

Members Present  

In Person: First Selectman David Barger; Selectman Christopher Kinsella; Selectman Judy 
Jacobs  

Via Zoom: None  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Treasurer Michelle Hansen 

1. Call to Order 

First Selectman Barger called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

 10C – Fire Commission request of funds for new ambulance 
 10D – LHK Librarian request of funds from the Dan Maynard Account 

Motion to add both items to the agenda: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

3. Public Comment 

None. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

a) August 10, 2026 – Regular Meeting Minutes Motion to approve: Kinsella; Seconded: 
Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous. 

b) August 17, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes Motion to approve: Jacobs; Seconded: 
Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

c) August 27, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes Motion to approve: Kinsella; Seconded: 
Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous. 



d) September 2, 2026 – Special Meeting Minutes Motion to approve: Jacobs; Seconded: 
Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

5. Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports 

(Reports attached to Board of Finance 9.14.2026) 

a) July 2026 Treasurer’s Report Motion to receive: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Barger 
yea; Jacobs yea; Kinsella nay. Motion passes. 

b) August 2026 Tax Collector’s Report Motion to receive: Kinsella; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: 
Barger yea; Jacobs yea; Kinsella nay. Motion passes. 

6. Communications 

a. Written 

Communication received from Pine Grove residents requesting traffic-safety measures at the 
Pine Grove / Belden Street (Route 126) intersection. 

Discussion: 

 Route 126 is a state road; the Town cannot install signage. 
 First Selectman Barger will contact District 4 DOT. 
 He will also raise concerns regarding Route 7 near the Falls Village firehouse. 
 First Selectman Barger will send response correspondence to the Pine Grove community. 

b. Oral 

None. 

7. First Selectman’s Report 

a. STEAP Grant 

 Electrical bids for the compactor show a wide spread; committee reviewing. 
 Senior Center floor/wall bid calculations appear incorrect; committee reviewing. 
 Committee meeting upcoming. 

b. Blue Ribbon Committee on Economic Development 

Seeking replacement for Tom Wilson; outreach underway. 

c. Dehumidifiers for Town Hall Basement 



Industrial units needed for voting machines and town records; procurement underway. 

d. Consolidation of Town Building Alarms 

All Town buildings except Town Hall use the same alarm company; plan to consolidate and 
update systems. 

e. Recreation Commission 

Pool closed for the season. Recognition of Alicia Soule and Nikki Blass for staffing through 
Labor Day. 

f. Transfer Station Report 

Town enrolled in the CT Tire Stewardship Program. Awaiting details on container type (trailer 
vs. semipermanent). 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 

Continuing work with the STEAP Grant Committee. Culvert updates deferred to Old Business. 

9. Old Business 

 35 Railroad Street: No update. 
 Affordable Housing Plan Task Force: Meeting planned within two weeks. 
 Cobble Road Culvert & Bridge: Cardinal Engineering preparing design. 

10. New Business 

a. Tax Rebates and Suspension List 

None presented. 

b. Resignation – Recreation Commission 

Resignation letter from Lauren Killawee read into the record. First Selectman Barger will send 
a letter of thanks and recognition. 

Motion to accept the resignation with regrets: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

c. Falls Village Fire Commission – Request for Ambulance Funds 

Request for $113,000 from the Ambulance Reserve toward the new ambulance arriving in 
November. Total cost: $202,370; remaining balance: $89,370. 



Motion to approve and refer to the Board of Finance for Town Meeting: Barger; Seconded: 
Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous. 

d. Lee H. Kellogg Librarian – Dan Maynard Account Request 

Request for $201.33 for bookshelves. 

Motion to approve purchase through the school’s Amazon tax-exempt account: Jacobs; 
Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

11. Other Business 

Discussion of fencing and repairing/replacing benches downtown. Richard Stone bequest funds 
may be used. Need to avoid overcrowding the green with too many benches. 

12. Public Comment 

Concern raised regarding needed Grassy Hill Cemetery road signage. First Selectman Barger 
will add this to the DOT discussion. 

13. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 6:33 p.m.: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous. 

 

Attachments: 

 Falls Village Fire Commission request of funds 
 LHK Librarian request of funds 
 Communication from Pine Grove Community 
 Resignation of Lauren Killawee (Recreation Commission) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Patti Fife, Recording Secretary 



Motion/Action 

Item Motion / Action Moved 
By 

Seconded 
By Vote Notes 

Additions to 
Agenda 

Add Items 10C 
and 10D Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous Added under 

New Business 
Approval of 

Minutes – Aug 10 Approve Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous — 

Approval of 
Minutes – Aug 17 Approve Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

Approval of 
Minutes – Aug 27 Approve Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous — 

Approval of 
Minutes – Sept 2 Approve Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

July 2026 
Treasurer’s 

Report 
Receive Jacobs Kinsella 

Barger yea; 
Jacobs yea; 
Kinsella nay 
(Passes) 

— 

August 2026 Tax 
Collector’s Report Receive Kinsella Jacobs 

Barger yea; 
Jacobs yea; 
Kinsella nay 
(Passes) 

— 

Recreation 
Commission 
Resignation 

Accept with 
regrets Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous Lauren Killawee 

Fire Commission 
Ambulance 

Request 

Approve and 
refer to BOF for 
Town Meeting 

Barger Jacobs Unanimous 
$113,000 from 
Ambulance 
Reserve 

LHK Librarian 
Request 

Approve 
purchase via 
Amazon 
tax-exempt 

Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous $201.33 for 
bookshelves 

Adjournment Adjourn at 6:33 
p.m. Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

 

Resignations 

Name Board / 
Commission Action Effective 

Date Notes 

Lauren 
Killawee 

Recreation 
Commission 

Resignation accepted 
with regrets 09.14.2026 First Selectman to send 

letter of thanks 



Follow- up Items 

Item / Topic Responsible 
Party Follow-Up Action Notes 

Pine Grove traffic 
safety request 

First Selectman 
Barger 

Contact District 4 DOT; 
send response 
correspondence 

Include Route 7 
concerns 

STEAP Grant – 
compactor electrical 

bids 

STEAP 
Committee Review bid spread — 

STEAP Grant – Senior 
Center bid math 

STEAP 
Committee Review bid calculations — 

Blue Ribbon 
Committee vacancy 

First Selectman / 
Committee 

Continue outreach for Tom 
Wilson replacement — 

Town Hall basement 
dehumidifiers First Selectman Procure industrial units For voting machines 

& records 
Town building alarm 

consolidation First Selectman Plan consolidation; update 
Town Hall system — 

Transfer Station – Tire 
Stewardship Program First Selectman Await container type details Trailer vs. 

semipermanent 
Downtown benches & 

fencing BOS Review options; avoid 
overcrowding 

Possible use of 
Richard Stone bequest 

Grassy Hill Cemetery 
signage First Selectman Add to DOT discussion — 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting / Event Date Notes 
Affordable Housing Plan Task Force Within two weeks (date TBD) Scheduled meeting 

STEAP Committee Upcoming (date not specified) Reviewing bids 
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