
Town of Canaan 
Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, October 13, 2026 – 6:00 PM Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031 
 In person and via Zoom 

Members Present: 

 In Person: First Selectman David Barger; Selectman Christopher Kinsella; Selectman Judy 
Jacobs  
Via Zoom: None  
Absent: None 

1. Call to Order 

First Selectman Barger called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

Added under New Business: 

 10F – Supplemental Appropriation: Town Hall basement humidifiers 
 10G – Supplemental Appropriation: Senior Center painting (STEAP supplement) 

Motion to add items 10F and 10G: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

Correction: Item 10C should read Falls Village Historic District Study Committee (not 
Historical Society). Motion to correct wording: Barger; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

3. Public Comment 

One question regarding STEAP painting match funds. Clarification provided: the previously 
set-aside $125,000 has been partially used for other capital needs (e.g., trash compactor). 
Additional appropriation is required due to increased material costs. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

a) September 14, 2026 – Regular Meeting Minutes  

Motion to approve: Kinsella; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

5. Treasurer and Tax Collector Reports 

(Reports attached to Board of Finance minutes of October 13, 2026.) 

a) June (final) and August 2026 Treasurer’s Reports 



b) Motion to receive: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Barger yea; Jacobs yea; Kinsella 
nay. Motion passes. 

c) September 2026 Tax Collector’s Report  
Motion to receive: Kinsella; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: Barger yea; Jacobs yea; Kinsella 
nay. Motion passes. 

6. Communications 

a. Written (read into record) 

 LCD / Eversource – Letter thanking Eversource for donating and installing a 
communications pole at the Firehouse. 

 Region One Organizational Study – Notice of upcoming forums; request for two 
representatives. Martin Deeg volunteered. 

 Letter from residents Amy Wynn & Carl Munson – Concern regarding lack of progress 
on the 35 Railroad Street easement; request for deadlines and exploration of alternatives 
including demolition quotes and revisiting prior offers. BOS will call a special meeting. 

b. Oral: None 

7. First Selectman’s Report 

STEAP Grant 

 Electrical work for trash compactor awarded to Sharon Electric. 
 Senior Center painting bid awarded to Valley Restoration. 
 Assessor’s roof RFP in final preparation. 
 Pavilion/pool house design nearing completion. 

Blue Ribbon Committee on Economic Development  

Amy Wynn expressed interest; will be added under Any Other Business. 

NHCOG – Household Hazardous Waste Day 

 October 24, 2026, at Torrington WPCF. Preregistration required. 

Monthly Building Official Report  

19 permits issued; construction value $167,157; fees $1,952. 

Recreation Commission 

 Autumn at the Town Farm: October 17 (11–4 PM), rain date October 18. 
 Trunk or Treat: October 31. 



Transfer Station Report  

State tire recycling program launched. Tires now collected in dedicated container; no fee due to 
statewide $2 tire surcharge. Oversized tire guidance pending. 

Housatonic River Commission “Meet the Commissioners” event held October 4. Notes on 
Wild & Scenic designation and educational grant opportunities. 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 

 Historic District signs cleaned and relocated as needed. 
 State historic sign on the Green will be repaired locally (state no longer maintains them). 
 No updates from Cardinal Engineering. 

9. Old Business 

a. 35 Railroad Street  

Attorney requested clarifying language for easement documents. Special BOS meeting to be 
scheduled. 

b. Affordable Housing Plan Task Force  

Upcoming presentation on PA 25-1. 

c. Cobble Road Culvert & Bridge  

Bridge in mid-design phase (24-month process). No update from Cardinal Engineering on 
culvert. 

10. New Business 

a. FV Volunteer Fire Department Request  

Use of Town Green and road closure for the 26th Annual Ed McGuire Memorial Cannonball 
Run, Saturday, November 7, 2026 (8:30 AM–1:30 PM).  

Motion to approve: Kinsella; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

b. Board of Assessment Appeals – Appointment  

Request to appoint Susan Kelsey as Alternate. Item tabled pending clarification of alternate vs. 
temporary member rules and minority representation.  

Motion to table: Barger; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 



c. Falls Village Historic District Study Committee 

 Resignations accepted with regret: 

 Frank Hadsell (Alternate) 
 Cheryl Aeshliman (Regular) 

Motion to accept resignations: Barger; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

Appointment: Anne Bidou as Regular Member  

Motion to appoint: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous Alternate vacancy remains. 

d. Town Cemetery Sexton Appointment of Stephanie Astrow as Sexton effective October 13, 
2026.  

Motion to appoint: Barger; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

e. Set Town Meeting Date 

 Town Meeting scheduled for Monday, October 26, 2026 at 6:00 PM, Town Hall.  

Purpose: release of $113,000 ambulance appropriation and additional items. Motion to 
schedule: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

f. Supplemental Appropriation – Town Hall Basement Humidifiers Up to $7,000 from 
107/108 Main Street Nonrecurring Capital Account. Forwarded to Board of Finance for Town 
Meeting.  

Motion to approve: Barger; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

g. Supplemental Appropriation – Senior Center Painting Up to $5,000 from Painting Reserve 
Nonrecurring Capital Account. Forwarded to Board of Finance for Town Meeting.  

Motion to approve: Barger; Seconded: Jacobs; Vote: Unanimous 

11. Any Other Business 

Blue Ribbon Committee Appointment  

Amy Wynn appointed.  

Motion to appoint: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

Solar Committee  



Committee formally disbanded. BOS will consider future solar initiatives after Blue Ribbon 
Committee recommendations. Opportunities such as school parking lot solar awnings remain 
open for review.  

Motion to dismiss Solar Committee as formed: Barger; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: 
Unanimous 

12. Public Comment 

None. 

13. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 6:33 PM: Jacobs; Seconded: Kinsella; Vote: Unanimous 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Patti Fife, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 Communications from Litchfield County Dispatch, Inc. 
 Region One Organizational Study notice 
 Correspondence from residents Amy Wynn and Carl Munson 
 Building Official’s Report 
 Tire Recycling Program information 
 Resignations – Falls Village Historic District Study Committee 

 

 

 

 



Motion/Action 

Item Motion / Action Made 
By 

Seconded 
By Vote Notes 

Add Agenda Items 
10F & 10G Add items Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

Correct wording for 
Item 10C 

Change “Historical 
Society” to “Historic 
District Study 
Committee” 

Barger Kinsella Unanimous — 

Approve Minutes 
(9/14/26) Approve Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous — 

Receive Treasurer’s 
Reports (June final & 

Aug 2026) 
Receive Jacobs Kinsella 

2–1 
(Kinsella 
nay) 

Motion passes 

Receive Tax Collector 
Report (Sept 2026) Receive Kinsella Jacobs 

2–1 
(Kinsella 
nay) 

Motion passes 

Approve Cannonball 
Run use of Town 

Green 
Approve Kinsella Jacobs Unanimous Nov. 7, 2026 

Table BAA Alternate 
Appointment Table Barger Kinsella Unanimous Pending rule 

clarification 
Accept Resignations 
(FV Historic District 

Study Committee) 
Accept Barger Kinsella Unanimous — 

Appoint Anne Bidou 
(Regular Member) Appoint Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

Appoint Stephanie 
Astrow (Sexton) Appoint Barger Jacobs Unanimous Effective 

10/13/26 
Schedule Town 

Meeting (10/26/26) Schedule Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 6:00 PM 

Supplemental 
Appropriation – 

Humidifiers 
Approve Barger Kinsella Unanimous Up to $7,000 

Supplemental 
Appropriation – 

Senior Center 
Painting 

Approve Barger Jacobs Unanimous Up to $5,000 

Appoint Amy Wynn 
(Blue Ribbon 
Committee) 

Appoint Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 



Item Motion / Action Made 
By 

Seconded 
By Vote Notes 

Dismiss Solar 
Committee Dismiss Barger Kinsella Unanimous — 

Adjourn Adjourn Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 6:33 PM 

 

Tabled 

Item Reason Motion 
By Second Vote Notes 

Board of Assessment 
Appeals – Alternate 
Appointment (Susan 

Kelsey) 

Clarification needed on 
alternate vs. temporary 
member rules; minority 
representation 

Barger Kinsella Unanimous Pending 
review 

 

Appointments/Resignations 

Category Name Action Effective 
Date Motion Second Vote Notes 

FV Historic 
District Study 

Committee 

Frank 
Hadsell 

Resignation 
(Alternate) — Barger Kinsella Unanimous Accepted 

with regret 

FV Historic 
District Study 

Committee 

Cheryl 
Aeshliman 

Resignation 
(Regular) — Barger Kinsella Unanimous Accepted 

with regret 

FV Historic 
District Study 

Committee 

Anne 
Bidou 

Appointment 
(Regular) 10/13/26 Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous 

Alternate 
vacancy 
remains 

Town 
Cemetery 

Stephanie 
Astrow 

Appointment 
(Sexton) 10/13/26 Barger Jacobs Unanimous — 

Blue Ribbon 
Committee 

Amy 
Wynn Appointment 10/13/26 Jacobs Kinsella Unanimous — 

Solar 
Committee — Committee 

dismissed 10/13/26 Barger Kinsella Unanimous 

BOS may 
revisit future 
solar 
initiatives 

 

 

 



Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Date Time Event / Meeting Location Notes 
Oct. 17, 

2026 11–4 PM Autumn at the Town 
Farm Town Farm Rain date Oct. 18 

Oct. 24, 
2026 — Household Hazardous 

Waste Day Torrington WPCF Preregistration required 

Oct. 26, 
2026 6:00 PM Town Meeting Town Hall Ambulance appropriation + 

additional items 
Oct. 31, 

2026 — Trunk or Treat — Recreation Commission 

Nov. 7, 
2026 

8:30 AM–
1:30 PM 

Ed McGuire Memorial 
Cannonball Run 

Town Green / 
Road Closure 

FV Volunteer Fire 
Department 
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