
TOWN OF CANAAN 

​Falls Village Recreation Commission, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 9, 2025 @ 7:00PM 

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT 

IN-PERSON, AND VIA ZOOM 

For audio of the meeting, please go to the following link: 

https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/canaan-falls-village-ct/recreation-com
mission/documents/minutes/135482/FVRC%20Meeting%20Jul%209%2C%202025%200706%2

0PM%20Eastern%20Time.m4a 

  

Members Present: Dan Carr, Lauren Killawee, Melissa Lopes, Ted Moy, Christopher 

Wadsworth, Matt Gallagher (via Zoom) & Emily Peterson 

Members of the public present via Zoom: Catherine Wales 

  

Agenda 

I. Nomination of Chair for this meeting. Motion by Dan Carr to nominate Melissa Lopes as 
Chairperson for this meeting. Ted Moy seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

II. Call to order - Melissa Lopes called to order July 9th 7:10 PM. 

III. Public Comment - None 

IV. Agenda/ Amendments to Agenda - Melissa motion to amend agenda, from approval of bill 
VIII. C. Approval of bill from JLJ Home & Garden​ to approval of bills (multiples). Dan 
seconds. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ted proposes to strike 5b from the agenda. Communication to the commission written and oral. 
Dan seconds. The motion passed unanimously. 

V. Communications to the commission- written and oral 

A. Assistant Town Clerk's response about membership terms – New member 3-year term 
on the date voted in. The motion made in the last meeting does not reflect this, it will need to be 

https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/canaan-falls-village-ct/recreation-commission/documents/minutes/135482/FVRC%20Meeting%20Jul%209%2C%202025%200706%20PM%20Eastern%20Time.m4a
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/canaan-falls-village-ct/recreation-commission/documents/minutes/135482/FVRC%20Meeting%20Jul%209%2C%202025%200706%20PM%20Eastern%20Time.m4a
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/canaan-falls-village-ct/recreation-commission/documents/minutes/135482/FVRC%20Meeting%20Jul%209%2C%202025%200706%20PM%20Eastern%20Time.m4a


corrected in next meeting before forwarding to the board of selectman. Dave suggests adding to 
July meeting agenda - so is added here.  

B. Louise C. Levy response about water fitness classes – Struck from agenda 

VI. Reports 

A.     Secretary Reports 

1. Regular Meeting - June 11, 2025.  We discussed the motion made in the June 11th meeting 
with incorrect dates for Catherine Wales term as a regular member. We choose not to amend 
the minutes, but to make a new motion with the corrected terms in agenda item XI. Ted Moy 
made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as received. Lauren Killawee seconded the 
motion. Unanimous. 

2. Special Meeting- June 26, 2025​ –  Lauren Killawee made a motion to amend the minutes to 
approve the use of funds for a cattle shade in the amount of 500.59 and to discuss remaining 
funds at the upcoming meeting. Ted motioned to approve, Matt seconds. Unanimous. 

B. Director’s Report 

​Emily Peterson met with Torrington area health 6/25 for 1st pool inspection. Bike bundle 
giveaway launched with the microgrant funding Connecticut Department of Transportation. 
There is a punch card for people who come and visit the pool and if they come at least 5 times, 
they can earn a ticket to put into the raffle for the end of the summer. 

Summer Concert Series in partnership with the library again. First Friday the 11th, second 
August 8th – an open mic night, which was successful the previous year. 

Box Fort Day at the Center on Main on August 23rd. The transfer station is kindly putting away 
very large boxes for this community event. 

Lauren made the motion to approve the purchase of supplies for both events, drinks and box 
fort materials to include box cutters and tape in the amount of $50.00 for each initiative to total 
$100. Ted seconded the motion to include the funds would come from the special programs 
budget line. Unanimous. 

Emily Peterson will be purchasing the items and she will also get back to us if we need to 
approve more for the box fort materials. 

Director requested the committee to review the renter residency definitions/regulation for pool 
use. 

Holiday bonus pay for the lifeguards was asked to be considered. This was discussed as 
coming from the pool salaries budget line. Ted made a motion to purchase five (5) $50 prepaid 



Visa gift cards to be used as tokens of staff appreciation. Lauren seconded the 
motion.Unanimous. 

C. Pool Supervisor’s Report 

​Clarifying the rules for pool pass issuance, emphasizing that only residents listed on the grand 
list can obtain a pass, regardless of their license address. It was agreed that individuals without 
proof of residency or a matching name on the grand list can still access the pool as a guest if a 
resident listed on the grand l​ist obtains the pass. ​For those non-residents asking for discounted 
rates, the committee decided to maintain current policies while considering potential 
collaboration with other towns' recreation committees for subsidence programs. 

D. Town Treasurers' Profit/Loss Report​  

VII. Old Business/Ongoing Business​ - They reviewed the town treasurer's report, noting that 
spending was at 90% of the budget plan with minor overages in salaries, kids club telephone, 
and grounds maintenance. 

A. Grant Opportunities: Status Updates 

1. STEAP Grant update​ - The board also addressed the STEAP grant, acknowledging that 
while it had been received, paperwork was still pending with the Board of Selectmen, and they 
agreed to make this a priority agenda item moving forward. We noted there will be four years to 
have this completed. 

B. Commission Finances 

1. Use of remaining FVCDC funds (amount of $2,000) update​ – Ted made a motion for 
Lauren to purchase ​shade with the approved $1,500 budget for 5 umbrellas, stands, and pop 
ups. Matt seconds. Unanimous. 

C. FVRC logo design​ - The group discussed logo development, with a plan to create a simple 
two-color main logo that could be adapted for seasonal programs, with Catherine offering to 
assist.  

D. Pool Repairs and maintenance plan for pool house and playscape - updates 

1. Coupolas on the pool house​ – To be discussed at a later time. 

2. Pest control​ – It’s early season – this will be monitored. 

3. Weeding: playscape and pollinator gardens -  The group discussed garden maintenance 
needs and agreed to have Jess handle playground and flower bed care, and noted the need to 
monitor the ground maintenance budget due to past overspending. Motion made at agenda item 
XI. 

E. Commission Capital Plan, working draft 



1. Walking Trails for the Town Farm – Explore grant options with town leadership. Grants 
were mentioned when we were in the STEAP grant process. Consult with Eileen. 

VIII. New Business 

A. Nomination of Chair, 1 year term​ – A motion by Dan Carr was made to nominate Melissa 
Lopes as chairperson for a one-year term. Chris seconds. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Possible nomination of Secretary​ – Melissa Lopes nominated Lauren Kill​awee as 
secretary. Matt seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Approval of bill from JLJ Home & Garden​ Approval of Bills. Dan moved to approve all 
the aforementioned bills for payment (please see list attached below). Lauren seconds. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

D. Possible Nomination of Alternate Member – No discussion – Catherine invited to 
executive session to be witness but not participate. 

E. Possible executive session: water fitness classes – Recording stopped 

F. Action (if any) on executive session item(s) – Accept withdrawal of Louise C. Levy water 
fitness class instructor position, and we will respond to her letter. 

IX. Events 

A. Summer Concert Series: Collaboration with DM Hunt Library, 7/11 & 8/8 update​ – 
Reviewed above 

B. Falls Village Fall Festival, Saturday, October 18th – Emily is collaborating with multiple 
organizations: the Falls Village Fire Department,  the DM Hunt Library, the Center on Main. 

X. Public Comment - None 

XI. Any other business to properly come before the Recreation Commission. 

             Ted made a motion to recommend Catherine Wales as a new commissioner with a 3 
year term starting July 15th, 2025. Melissa Seconds. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ted made a motion to allow Jess to put this through necessary mulch, six (6) bags, to properly 
take care of the garden beds. This would be from the grounds maintenance budget. Lauren 
seconds. Unanimous. 

XII. Adjournment – Ted motioned to end the meeting. Matt seconded. Unanimous. 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 13th, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Lauren Killawee - Secretary 
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