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Annual Report for the Town of Canaan 

Falls Village 

July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 

 

Falls Village is committed to nurturing a welcoming community that respects the 

dignity and humanity of all of its neighbors and residents – regardless of race, 

ethnicity, nationality, age, economic status, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or differing abilities. 

 

About our Front Cover 

(Top) The Center on Main: “Where Community + The Arts Meet.”  

(Bottom) The Town Farm Property, Falls Village Fall Festival. 

 

Dedication 
This annual report is dedicated to all the volunteers and municipal employees. Their 

hard work and passion for a strong and healthy community keeps our town of Falls 

Village “Small, yet Mighty!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Falls Village Constables 

 

 

Annual Report compiled and edited by Johanna Mann & Emily Peterson. 

 

This report is as of June 30, 2024. For an updated list of board and commission members,  

please visit our website at canaanfallsvillage.org. 
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TOWN OFFICES, HOURS AND PHONE NUMBERS 
Phone: 860-825-0707                              Fax: 860-824-4503 

Website: canaanfallsvillage.org 

 
Assessors:       860-824-0707 ext. 14 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am to noon. Tuesday 9am to 3pm 

 

Building Inspector:       860-824-0707 ext. 22 

Wednesday 9am to noon or by appointment    860-309-7852 cell 

 

Falls Village/Canaan Historical Society:   860-824-8226 

44 Railroad Street, Open Tuesday 9am to noon and by appointment. 

 

Fire Marshall: by appointment     860-364-5758. 

 

First Selectman:        860-824-0707 ext. 23 

Monday through Thursday 9am-noon  .  

  

Inland Wetland Conservation Commission: by appointment  860-824-0707. 

 

Planning & Zoning Commission: by appointment    860-824-0707 ext. 22. 

 

Probate Court: 100 Pease Street, North Canaan, CT   860-824-7012 

Monday through Thursday 9am to 4pm. 

 

Registrars of Voters:       860-824-0707 ext. 18 

Wednesday 9am to noon. 

 

Sanitarian:  Torrington Area Health District   860-489-0436 ext. 323 

Julie Prue – call for appointment. 

 

Social Services/Senior Center: by appointment   860-824-9855. 

  

Tax Collector:        860-824-0707 ext. 13 

Monday 9am – 3pm, Wednesday 9am – noon. 

 

Town Clerk:        860-824-0707 ext. 10 

Monday through Wednesday 9am-3pm, Thursday 9am-noon. 

 

Town Pool:        860-824-8026 

108 Route 63. Summer hours, late June to Labor Day weekend. (Visit canaanfallsvillage.org for up to 

date information.) 

 

Transfer Station:       860-824-5819 

100 Route 63. Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 9am to 3pm. 

 

Treasurer:        860-824-0707 ext. 11 

Monday through Wednesday 9am-3pm, Thursday 9am-noon. 

 

Zoning Enforcement Officer:  Janell Mullen   860-824-0707 ext.22. 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD AND COMMISSION MEETINGS 

 

Board of Selectmen: Second Monday of each month. 6pm. 

  

Board of Finance: Second Monday of each month 7:00pm or 

immediately following the Board of Selectmen 

Meeting.  

Board of Education: First Tuesday of each month. 5pm. Held at Lee H. 

Kellogg School. (December, January, and 

February are held virtually.) 

Planning and Zoning 

Commission: Fourth Thursday of each month. 7pm. No August 

meeting unless necessary. 

 

Recreation Commission: Second Wednesday of each month. 7pm. 

 

Inlands/Wetlands Conservation: Third Monday of each month. 7pm. 

 

Housatonic River Commission: Second Tuesday of each month. 7:30pm. Held at 

Cornwall Consolidated School 

Fire Commission: Second Wednesday of each month. 5pm. Held at 

the Emergency Services Center, 188 Route 7 

South, Falls Village 

Region One School District: First Monday of each month. 6:30pm. HVRHS 

library. (July and August meetings held only if 

necessary) 

Historical Society Board: Third Thursday of each month. 4:30pm. 

Alternating between the Falls Village Depot and 

Canaan Union Station. 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at the Town of Canaan Town Hall.  

108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT 06031. 860-824-0707 

Holidays can alter the schedule from time to time.  

 

All meetings scheduled, along with agendas and minutes, can be found on the town’s  

municipal calendar at canaanfallsvillage.org. 



6 

 

TOWN OFFICIALS, DEPARTMENTS, TERM EXPIRATIONS  
As of June 30, 2024. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

        David Barger, (D) First Selectman 2023 

Judy Jacobs, (R) Selectman & Christopher Kinsella (D) 2023 

 

TOWN CLERK AND REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS 

Johanna Mann, (D) 2023 

 

TOWN TREASURER 

 Michelle Hansen (R) 2023 

Deputy Treasurer, Linda Paviol, (D) 2023    

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, (D) 2023 

 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

Susan Kelsey (R) 2026, Patricia Fife (D)  

Deputy Registrars – Tracy Atwood (R)  Denise Cohn (D) 

 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

David Wilburn (D) 2029, Steve Dean (U) 2025, Carol Staats (R) 2029, Amy Wynn (D) 2027,  

Thomas Wilson (D) 2029, John Steines (D) 2029 

Alternates: Karl Munson (R) 2025, John Haddon (R) 2027, Ginger Betti (U)  2025 

 

ASSESSORS 

Kayla Johnson, Assessor, Theresa Graney (U) Assistant Assessor  

 

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS 

Tami Reid, Chair (R) 2025,  Mary Palmer (D) , Hazel McGuire (R) 

 

FIRE COMMISSION 

Hazel McGuire (R) 2023, Lawrence Bulson (U) 2023, David Seney (D) 2025,  

Kimberly Mahoney (U) 2025, Timothy Downs (R) 2024 

 

FIRE MARSHALL 

Stanley MacMillan 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Fred Laser, Chair (D) 2024, Kimberly Mahoney (U) 2026, Stephen Koshland (U) 2024, Greg Marlowe (R) 2025, 

Vincent Inconiglois 2026, Ruth Skovron (U) 2027, Doug Cohn (D) 2028, Matthew Macchi (U) 2028  

Alternates: Marc Rosen (D) 2029 

Zoning Enforcement Officer & Consultant - Janell Mullen 

 

RECREATION COMMISSION 

Edward Moy (D), Chairman 2025, Dan Carr (D) 2024, Melissa Lopes (D) 2024, Lauren Killawee (U) 2026,  

Daniel Glass 2026, Recreation Director: Emily Peterson 2024 
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INLANDS WETLAND COMMISSION 

Mark Burdick, Chair (D) 2025, Ellery Sinclair, Vice Chair (R) 2026,  

Susan Kelsey, Secretary (R) 2026, Brant Burz (U) 2025, Matt Gallagher (D) 2025 

Alternate: Marlene VanGulick (D) 2028 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

Richard Heinz (D) 2027, Barbara Riley (D) 2027,  

Henry Todd (R) 2027, John Holland (D) 2025, Stephen Dean (R) 2025 

Alternates: G. Warren Whitaker (D) 2025, Lee Baldwin (U), 2025 

 

HOUSATONIC RIVER COMMISSION 

Ellery Sinclair (R) 2025 - Alternate: Kent Allyn (D) 2025 

 

CONSTABLES  

Janet Hanna, George Elling, John Holland, David Barger, Lou Timolat,  

Tim Downs, Dan Shaw. (all terms expire 2023) 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Lee H Kellogg 

Patricia Allyn Mechare, Chair, (D) 2025, Theresa Graney (U) 2025,  

Adam Sher (D) 2025, Emily Peterson (D) 2027, Maria Bulson (R) 2027 

 

REGION ONE BOARD OF EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Patricia Allyn Mechare (D) 2023 

 

REGION ONE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Patricia Allyn Mechare, Chair, Canaan/Falls Village 

 

REGION ONE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Lisa Carter  (2023) 

Melony Brandy-Shanley (2024) 

 

 

 

 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

Serving January 4, 2021 through January 6, 2025 

 

 Lonnie Carter (D) lonniety@comcast.net George Elling (D) jorgeelling@netscape.net 

 Janet Hanna (D) jrhanna06@gmail.com Richard Heinz (D) dickcheinz@att.net 

 Patricia Allyn Mechare (D) curtmechare@comcast.net Mary Palmer (D) fallsvillagetc@yahoo.com 

 Barbara Riley (D) briley058@yahoo.com Louis Timolat (R) hemlock@snet.net 

 Hazel McGuire (R) hazel06031@yahoo.com Dennis Jacobs (R) jdjacobs04@sbcglobal.net 

 Susan Kelsey (R) scottishthistle54@gmail.com Kevin Titus (R) kvntitus5@gmail.com 

 Louise March (D) weezerxr@gmail.com  
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INCORPORATED                     POPULATION 

                                            October 1739                                   1,082 
 

LAND AREA 

33.4 sq miles 
 

REGISTERED VOTERS 

716 total voters 

315 Democrats, 133 Republicans, 265 Unaffiliated, 3 other 
 

FEDERAL LANDS  

Appalachian Trail         
 

STATE LANDS 

Point of Rocks Rd, Robbins Swamp, Dean’s Ravine and Music Mtn. 
 

HISTORIC SITES 

South Canaan Meeting House, Beebe Hill School, David M Hunt Library, the Great Falls,  

Railroad Depot & Railway Museum, Historic Trails. 
 

RECREATION CENTER 

A beautiful municipal swimming pool, l-shaped, fountain and recreation area. 

The pool is open in the summer mid June through Labor Day weekend and is located at 108 

Route 63 in Falls Village. 
 

EDUCATION 

Falls Village is home to Lee H Kellogg School (K-8) and the Region One High School – 

Housatonic Valley Regional High School. Oliver Wolcott Technical School is located in 

Torrington with bus service to and from Falls Village. 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Legislative authority is vested in the Town Meetings. Town affairs are administered by a 

three person Board of Selectmen. Fiscal affairs are reviewed and recommended by a Board of 

Finance. We have local ordinances – no charter. 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

The Town of Canaan is located in the 64th State Assembly District and served by State 

Representative Maria Horn (D). We are within the 30th Senatorial District and served by 

State Senator Craig Miner ( R). 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

We are within the 5th Congressional District and served by Representative Jahana Hayes  (D) 

ABOUT OUR TOWN 
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TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
ANNUAL REPORT 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

 

This report concludes the first year of the term of the present Board of Selectmen. Town administrative and public works activities 

have proceeded smoothly with some departments transitioning in the technology they utilize on a day to day basis. It is the goal 

of the Board of Selectmen to bring greater transparency and accountability to our municipal government through the 

incorporation of this technology. 

The Board of Selectmen has, over the past year, been greatly aided by the sense of collaboration, the generosity, the competence 
and the good humor of all those we have worked with in municipal government. The Board of Selectmen would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks for their help and support. We are also grateful to the community we serve, who have been so patient and 
constructive in their interaction with their local government in general and the Board of Selectmen in particular. 

STANDING OPERATING POLICY 

 

The Board of Selectmen's operations, financial planning practices and techniques aim to maintain or construct Town properties 
and deliver municipal services according to usual and customary practices. 

OVERVIEW 

 

The annual financial report will be provided in an audit report by King, King and Associates, P.C., CPAs. This audit report 

will lay out a high level of detail in describing programs, policies and spending. Careful reading will demonstrate the Town of 

Canaan's good financial health. Overall, we find the Town of Canaan closing our fiscal year under budget with adequate balances 

in both our general fund and the dedicated accounts reserved for specific purposes. 

OPERATIONS, ISSUES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

The Falls Village Volunteer Fire Department has celebrated its 100th Anniversary throughout the year with different monthly 
programs and events that have reached every member of our community. The FVVFD, which was founded November 24, 1924, 
has always committed itself to "Service to the Community". They, in fact, are emblematic of volunteerism as they are passionate, 
reliable, energetic and willing to help. 

The Infrastructure Committee continues to study all of our town's roadways, bridges and buildings. As a committee, they have 
focused on those town assets that need updating and/or repair such as the roof at 107 Main St., the Cobble Road culvert and 
bridge, as well as five other bridges that need repair. A Solar Committee has also been formed to study the feasibility of the Town 
utilizing solar power in the most cost effective and environmentally friendly way. 

Two of the Town's "gems", the David M. Hunt Library and the Falls Village Recreation Committee have "partnered", organizing 

several events in our community over the past year. The collaboration of the two has had a positive effect in reaching out to all 

members of our community and has been well received. 

The Registrar of Voters is to be lauded for the work that has been performed in bringing our Town into compliance for Early 
Voting. The Registrar's efforts help to ensure that every citizen has the opportunity to cast their ballot. 

The Town continues to work with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, the MIRA Dissolution 

Authority and the Northwest Hills Council of Governments to find a long term solution to the disposal of our Municipal Solid 

Waste in a local, efficient, cost effective and environmentally sound manner. 
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Board of Selectmen Annual Report continued, 

Municipal Solid Waste in a local, efficient, cost effective and environmentally sound manner. 

The intersection of Rt. 7 and Rt. 126 continues to be an issue of safety for the pedestrian and vehicular traffic in our 

Town. The Board of Selectmen continues to work with the State of Connecticut DOT's Office of State Traffic 

Administration to find a solution to assist in mitigating the risk and decreasing the number of traffic accidents in the 

intersection. 

The Board of Selectmen was pleased to select Terry and Kay Blass as the recipients of the Annual Community 
Service Award and to select William "Bill" Beebe as the recipient of the Annual Volunteer of the Year Award. 

Often it is the unnoticed things that enhance our town. For instance, the Town Hall was repainted, the light poles 

decorated for the holidays, the caboose being repaired and repainted and the clock at the Town Hall running strong and 

smoothly - like our Town. 

 

                                                                                                                CONCLUSION 

 

On January 30, 2024, the Secretary of State, Stephanie Thomas presented the Municipal Democracy Challenge Cup to 

the Town of Canaan. This award is given to the municipality (small towns in our case) that had the highest voter turnout 

in a municipal election. An award such as this demonstrates the character of our Town and has been an important 

factor in the ability of its citizen office holders to perform their work effectively and enthusiastically. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
                                            Chris Kinsella 

                                             Selectman 

“Local self government is one of our most precious possessions. It is the greatest contributing factor to the stability, 

strength, liberty and progress of the nation ..” 

- Calvin Coolidge 
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Recreation Commission 
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