
Town of Durham 
Board of Selectmen 
Monday February 9, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
3rd Floor, Town Hall, and Remote via Zoom 
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Recording  
Passcode: mXts8Gv+ 

1. Call to Order
First Selectman Rea called the regular Board of Selectmen meeting of Monday, February 9, 2026, to
order at 7:00 p.m. Also in attendance: Selectman Chadd and Selectman Hennick.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
First Selectman Rea led with the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Approval of Agenda
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK, TO APPROVE
THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. VOTE: ALL AYE

4. Public Comment (Open to agenda items only)
Attorney Rich Fennelly: was present and represents Lindsay Dahlheimer. He spoke about the Ethics
Ordinance; can the Board of Selectmen lawfully act on asking or requiring the Board of Education to
take certain steps.

Rick Parmelee: spoke about 51 Main Street, felt the town should not award bids if only (1) one bid is
received.

Roger Kleeman: felt the town should not award bids if only (1) one bid is received.

5. Accept nominations and vote to fill the following vacancies (per Charter 2.6):
a. Board of Assessment Appeals, 2027

MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN CHADD, TO APPOINT
MICHAEL FALANA TO BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS TO FILL A VACANCY
EXPIRING 2027. VOTE: ALL AYE

b. Building Code of Appels, Alternate, 2028
None.

c. Ethics Commission, Regular, 2028
None.

d. Ethics Commission, Alternate, 2028
None.

e. Sustainable Durham, Alternate, 2027
None.

6. End of Year Appointments:
a. Historic District Commission: 1 Alternate

None.

7. Donation of the Eubrontes fossil to the Coginchaug Outdoor Enrichment Center (COEC) for display at
the Community Center
First Selectman Rea explained that Dr. MacKenzie Smith (paleontology graduate from the University
of Florida) and Joel LaBella (Durham Native and Earth and Environmental Sciences Coordinator at
Wesleyan University) discovered a rock containing a natural Eubrontes cast while walking along the
Mattabesett Trailhead North along CT-68 and about 20 feet north of the railroad tracks. Eubrontes is
the state fossil of Connecticut and is a footprint belonging to a dinosaur related to Dilophosaurus.
They are about 200 million years old. While these fossils are well known from the area, it has been
several years since one has been found.
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The Fossil was recovered from Tilcon property, which was kindly donated to the Town of Durham and 
made possible via Tilcon employee and Durham Fire Chief Terry Wall.  
 
Coginchaug Outdoor Enrichment Center (COEC) has approached the town and asked to use the 
fossil for educational purposes and for display at the Durham Community Center. Marilyn Keurajian 
and Lucy Meigs, members of COEC, were present to discuss the work their group does and 
upcoming programs. 
 
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK TO APPROVE A 
DONDATION OF THE EUBRONTES FOSSIL TO THE COGINCHAUG OUTDOOR ENRICHMENT 
Center (COEC) FOR EDUCATION PURPOSES AND DISPLAY AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER. 
VOTE: ALL AYE 
 

8. Receipt, discussion and possible action on final decision of the Durham Ethics Commission on File 
No. 2025-01 
Jamie Talbert-Slagle, chair of the Ethics Commission, was present to discuss the process and final 
decision the Ethics Commission came to for file No 2025-01 (attached). He noted many members of 
the Commission were also present. Anthony Defilio filed a complaint against Lindsay Dahlheimer, and 
the Commission found the defendant (Dahlheimer) violated the Code of Ethics of the Town of 
Durham in four instances.  
 
Violations: The first two violations took place on July 16, 2025, when Dahlheimer failed to make clear 
her personal interest in a matter under consideration by the Regional School District 13 Board of 
Education ("RSD 13 Board"), of which she served as member and chairman and then participated in 
the Board's consideration of a matter in which she had a personal interest. In a board of education 
meeting on August 13, 2025, Dahlheimer again failed to make clear her personal interest in a matter 
before the Board and once more participated in the Board's consideration of that matter. 
 
Recommendation: Finding these violations, the Commission asks the Board of Selectmen to engage 
in training of public officials in Durham to ensure that these types of violations do not occur in the 
future requests the Board of Selectmen to petition the Regional School District 13 Board of Education 
to vote again on the indemnification matter to cure any taint that Dahlheimer's impermissible 
participation may have wielded on the discussion and vote on that issue. 
 
The Board of Selectmen thanked Jamie and the Ethics Commission for their work on this.  
 
Attorney Michael Collins, Halloran and Sage, worked with the Ethics Commission and was present to 
answer any questions. He acknowledged the Board of Education is a completely separate entity and 
the Board of Selectmen has no oversight. He confirmed there is nothing illegal about the Board of 
Selectmen making/requesting these recommendations, based of the Ethics Commission final 
decision/recommendations.  
 
Selectman Hennick has already begun steps to engage training of public officials. Selectman Chadd 
suggested the training be recorded and can be used for new members in the future.  
 
The board discussed the recommendation to petition the Board of Education to revote. They agreed 
there is no harm in making this request and acknowledged the work the Ethics Commission did to 
come to these conclusions. The board agreed to send a letter to the Board of Education requesting a 
re-vote. 
 
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK TO ACCEPT 
AND ACT ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE ETHICS COMMISSION IN FILE NO. 
2025-01. VOTE: ALL AYE  
 

9. Discuss Next Steps: demolition and removal of house at 51 Main Street  
First Selectman Rea explained the Historic District Commission approved the demolition and removal 
of the house at 51 Main Street. He noted there are no current plans in place. He is meeting with the 
Building Official, Facilities Department and Public Works this week to discuss going out to bid for 



 
 

these services this fiscal year. More to come.  
 

10. Discuss Bid Awards: 
a. Overhead Doors Public Works Garage  

First Selectman Rea explained that the town received (1) one bid from Overhead Door of 
Hartford for $34,000. The current overhead doors are affecting the heating of the 
building. He is recommending to award this bid and noted that funding is not in place. A 
request needs to be made to the Board of Finance.  
 
MOTION BY SELECTMAN CHADD, SECONDED BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, TO 
AWARD THE OVERHEAD DOORS AT PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE TO OVERHEAD 
DOOR OF HARTFORD IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,000 PENDING FUNDING 
APPROVAL FROM BOARD OF FINANCE. VOTE: ALL AYE  
 

b. Boiler Replacements Library  
First Selectman Rea is recommending that the bids for this project be rejected due to 
inconsistencies in a number of the bids received. He talked to the town attorney and 
agreed it’s in the best interest of the town to re-bid the project. 
 
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK TO 
REJECT ALL BIDS FOR THE BOILER REPLACEMENT AT THE LIBRARY. VOTE: 
ALL AYE 
 

c. HVAC System Public Works Garage    
First Selectman Rea is recommending that the bids for this project be rejected due to 
inconsistencies in a number of the bids received. He talked to the town attorney and 
agreed it’s in the best interest of the town to re-bid the project. 
 
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK TO 
REJECT ALL BIDS FOR THE HVAC SYSTEM AT PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE. VOTE: 
ALL AYE 
 

11. Approval of Tax Refunds  
MOTION BY FIRST SELECTMAN REA, SECONDED BY SELECTMAN HENNICK TO APPROVE 
NINE TAX REFUNDS TOTALING $6,383.17 AS PRESENTED BY THE TAX COLLECTOR. VOTE: 
ALL AYE  
 

 
12. Old/New Business 

First Selectman Rea spoke about the following Old/New Business: 
a. America 250 Update – events for 2026 have been posted with more to come. Check out the 

town webpage for information on:  
i. Lecture Series; February discussion will be with Sgt. Brian Blake of the 2nd 

Dragoons on the unit's time in Durham during the winter of 1778/1779  
ii. Main Street tours 
iii. Town wide picnic: June 6th at the Community Center  
iv. Reading of the Declaration of Independence and committal of Time Capsule: 

Thursday, July 2, 2026   
v. An immersive Revolutionary War history event in celebration of America’s 250th 

birthday. Engage with Continental and British troops, observe two mock battles, and 
learn what civilian and camp life was like for those fighting for American 
independence. Food will be available for purchase from local non-profit groups and 
sutlers/vendors will be available. Event will take place on the Durham Fairgrounds on 
Saturday, October 17, 2026 

b. Senior Tax Relief application process is open, February 1 – May 15. Please call the 
Assessor’s Office or the Social Services Office for appointment. Information is on the main 
page of the town website.  

c. Library stair reconstruction project is complete.  



 
 

d. First Selectman Rea gave an update on salt shortage. The week of the 18th, Mortons will 
resume delivery. Thanks to Durham Public Works for their hard work  

e. Howd Road bids received today, (1) from the current bidder. Conservation Commission to 
review tomorrow and recommend to BOS. Chair Phil Augur was present for bid opening.  

f. There was a joint meeting with DMIAAB/BOS/BOF from Durham and Middlefield. It was 
agreed to increase fees to $60/annually. Credit card usage will be coming soon  

 
13. Selectmen Comments 

Selectman Hennick thanked First Selectman Rea and Board of Finance chair Eileen Buckheit for their 
contribution to the joint DMIAAB meeting. 
 
Selectman Chadd wondered if there are seniors who are being bumped off the Senior Tax Relief.  

 
14. Public Comments (Open to non-agenda items) 

Eileen Buckheit: wondered if the town needs to revisit the Senior Tax Relief ordinance. 
 
Addie Buckheit is a senior at Coginchaug, was in attendance to discuss her work as a Girl Scout 
working towards earning her Gold Award. Addie launched a campaign early this fall in collaboration 
with Durham Middlefield Youth & Family Services called the Nice or Nothing Then Something Kind 
Campaign. The campaign focuses on creating a kindness coalition, teaching 3 healthy and effective 
communication skills for the community to use both online and in person. The 3 skills include “I” 
statements, meta moments, and active listening. Resources and videos available on the DMYFS 
website, www.dmyfs.org and click on the Programs tab, you’ll find Nice or Nothing. Their current goal 
is to reach 500 community members to complete the survey and officially join the coalition. This year, 
they’ve been active at a variety of community events and locations, including National Night Out, fun 
runs, Lyman Orchards, and more. She thanked the board for allowing her to present this information.  
 
Rick Parmelee: the Building Official and town engineer should be consulted on bids, town should not 
award bids if there was only (1) bidder, why was the ramp on the side of Town Hall closed, this is an 
ADA issue. First Selectman Rea responded due to the weather this year the ice/water build up is 
causing unsafe conditions on the ramp. Public Works staff were attending to the ramp twice a day 
and could not keep up with the ice build-up. At certain points, it was more safe to members of the 
public and staff to close this area until a lift was procured to address the issue. First Selectman Rea 
noted there is no heating element on this side of the building and would like to see this 
addressed/upgraded. It is an issue every year.  
 

15. Adjournment  
Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m., 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaclyn Lehet  

 
 

 
  





DURHAM ETHICS COMMISSION 

P.O.Box594 
DURHAM, CT 06422 

In the Matter of a Complaint by Anthony DeFilio 

FINAL DECISION 

Summary 

File No. 2025-01 

The Durham Ethics Commission finds that the respondent in this matter, Lindsay 

Dahlheimer, violated the Code of Ethics of the Town of Durham in four instances. The first two 

violations took place on July 16, 2025, when Dahlheimer failed to make clear her personal 

interest in a matter under consideration by the Regional School District 13 Board of Education 

("RSD 13 Board"), of which she served as member and chairman and then participated in the 

Board's consideration of a matter in which she had a personal interest. In a board of education 

meeting on August 13, 2025, Dahlheimer again failed to make clear her personal interest in a 

matter before the Board and once more participated in the Board's consideration of that matter. 

Finding these violations, the Commission asks the Board of Selectmen to engage in 

_____ �rnininKQ[1mblic officials in Durham to ensure that tliese :types of violations do not occur in the 

future and requests the Board of Selectmen to petition the Regional School District 13 Board of 

Education to vote again on the indemnification matter to cure any taint that Dahlheimer's 

impermissible participation may have wielded on the discussion and vote on that issue. 

Procedural History 

Complainant Anthony DeFilio filed this complaint on August 15, 2025, delivering a 

notarized copy of the complaint to the office of the Durham Town Clerk. See Complaint Petition 

-Anthony DeFilio (August 15, 2025) (complaining that actions of Lindsay Dahlheimer, an

elected official in Durham, violated town's Code of Ethics). The complaint averred that 




















