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BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING
Februaxry 10, 1977

o The meeting was called to order at 8:06 P.M. with the following .
‘members of the Board of Selectmen present: Carl N. Otte, Joel N. Davis,
and Betty C. Wakeman., :

The Board unanimously votedwto« ~go-»a.nto Executlve Session. Vote 3—
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. No votes were taken® dur:mg gaiad se%51% S (S‘g 2770 /""‘*”Z':
ﬁ“’p, : éf ‘3%’» g’w .«;‘3&3 & z \%’:\ : )
The minutes of the pr J.OII§ ;meetlngwwere ,accfegg:ed%as written. . .
;/l,ff < gw:% ““ T *@“mg I ) ote 3-0 L
The week]j( DIl s v;ere paud,eM Vote 3—0 \@% o 3”?*"’ ~I§,1§
f’ ﬁ%“%%&b “sz 3‘\% ,M% ; \\ “ﬁz‘f’i %,gw&}e'}'y - Y
The Flr(st&@ ecunan reported thft *e"has an aﬁdlt ?onal appllcant for
Dog Warden. i "‘”’g"%%_ ; ) \ };
j) Re: 'I:own Hall Remode 13 Ve ®ed to fr:equest $51500.oo in
Non- Recurr:x,ng SEwnt Hall Improvenent o ; Pind moni es»g;ftoﬁ’ the Board
of PFinance for the construct} S jcastorage. Labor wi 11 ﬂbe by CETA

/ F
Oon a motlon by% etty C;M ﬁékeman, ';:'a . Board of Selectmen Awill find
out about fees collected from snowmobilers. Vote ,3-0’?‘{“& £
g %‘, O,W}‘\ g ey q,w{,\ {‘*«
The Board\ voted to ,\transfers,$lz OOOg from thé
Reserve Fund. Vote .
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Secretary i
The Board reguested more of“a”””breakaown and explanatlon and compar-
able form used last year. / Lt

The First Selectman also suggested the beginning of a merlt system
and a retirement system for town emplovyees.

The Recreation Budget request of $8,465 was discussed. The proposed
part time year roimnd position of Director was discussed. On a motion by

. . con’'t
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"Carl Otte, the Pirector of the Recreation Committee will be requested
to submit the budget reguest on the same form and with the same explan-
ation as the Selectmen. Questions.to be discussed with the Director:
1) Easter Egg hunt 2) Tennis tournament expenses 3) what expenses
"involved in soccer program 4) Direcbr salary (1600 for salary for
kids) 5) $3100; $1000 needed for winter projects. Vote 3-0

Mrs. Patricia Altieri and Catherine DeNunzio were appointed to. the
Charter Rev181on Commission. Vote 3-0

The Board voted to prepare a Resolution to Jaska Atwell for her 30+
years as a.local reporter. Vote 3-0 . S

) Correspondence received and:revieweds... A letter from Family Service
“Asgociation of Middlesex County,g;nc. dated Feb. 8, 1977, requesting
replacement of a CETA employee. The town w11}"not 11ke1y be able to fill

her position. ] Y -

The Pirst Selectman further reportedwthat h’?has been served with
papers from Middlesex: Memprlal“ﬁospltal su;né”u§ o 4’ counts for welfare
patients, totalling.$4, 600. .7 . i

A town garage V1olatlon notxce dated Feb. 9,
from the Bulldlng Inspector.
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Durham Proposal Vowed at Selectmen 3 Meetmg

Otte Favors Merlt System for Town Employes

y, LINDA DEAN

DUR AM — “It’s about
time that Durham consider
sorne kind of a merit system
for its employes,” Carl Ofte
suggested last night at the
Board of Selectmen meeting.

In a move to review the sal-
aries of certain town em-
ployes, Otte called for & five
per cent increase for four
highway workers and the se-
lectman’s clerk, calling the
raise ‘‘undoubtedly overdue.”

- *“The "people in these posi-
tions shouldn't .be subject to
the whim of those in office.
This has happened in .the
past,” Otte claimed.

The fact that the workers
employed by the CETA, pro-
gram\ receive salary increases
with no similar actiontaken
on behalf of those town em-
ployes, points out the inequity
of the present arrangement.

Provisions are made by the
Federal Government for auto-
matic increments, specifically

a five per cent increase effec- -

tive this July, in the CETA

work-training program con-,

tract.

“In the past, CETA people
were earning five per cent -
more than regular employes
of the town performing the
same functions,”” Mr. Otte
stated.

Referring to the 1975 “Re-
port of the Pay Scale Com-
mission,” ‘‘not a formal pol-
icy,” but merely a *guide’™
for what the Board of Finance
might consider reasonable "
budget requests, he stated
that the increases he proposed
were not out of line, :

Those would include a $1,500
boost for his secretary's sal-
ary, with attention fo an in-
crease for the First Select-

man of $4,000, and for each of
the other Selectmen $200,
those effective Nov. 1. :

A retirement- system and a

~merit system of salary in-

creases Otte termed ‘‘most
necessary, not so much for

.the employes, although that

must be a consideration, biit
for the . . . continuity of serv-
ice to the town”. Salaries and

supplies proposed brought the

total budget for the Office of
the Selectman to $26,650.

A request was made for
$8,465 by the Recreation Com-
mxttee, an increase over last
.year’s figutes -of close to
$1,000: According to Bill Cic-
chese; 'present chairman of

the committee, -the need -

arises for a recreation direc-
“tor, with a possible $1,500 sal-
ary for that position included
in the proposed figure..

That part-time, year-round

director. would supervise reg-
istrations for activities, ar-
range schedules, -and provide
supervision for the year’s
/events. The recreation com-
mittee offers opportunities in
all areas for some 800 Dur-
ham children, and other town
residents.

The - budget figure reflects
the cost of the following: Sen-
ior Citizens, the Easter Egg
hunt, girls’ and- boys’ basket-
ball and gymnastics, building
and field maintenance, tennis
tournaments, and a proposed -
soccer program.

“I’s fundamentally not ac-

ceptable”, "Joel Davis agreed -

in reference to the town ga-
- rage, following presentation of
a letter from Building In-
spector, Ron Bastura. That of-
ficer cited a number of code

violations discovered during
his recent inspection of that
building.

The. selectmen agreed that
the issue deserved their con-
sideration, in response to Mr.
Bastura’s plea that ‘‘some
course of action is necessary

to correct the problem”. Mr. |

Otte would ideally like to see
the construction of a new
Town_Garage, possibly as part
of the Firehouse."

Mrs. Pat Altieri has ac-
cepted a position on the Char-
ter Revision Commiss . fhe
final vacancy on that. Qeen
member -board to be filled by
fhe next meeting.

Otte announced that $10,000
has been spent to date thig
season on sanding and snow

"plowing. An additional cost fo

the town will be repairs fo a
town truck for $250.
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