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Town of Durham Conservation Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Sept. 9, 2025 
 

1. Chair Augur called the meeting to order at 7 PM. Members present: Augur, 
Dudko, Miller, Paskiewicz, Cordes, DeVito. 
 

2. Approval of agenda: Dudko moved the agenda as presented; Cordes seconded, 
all ayes. 

 
3. Public comment:  
a) Steven Akerley highlighted discussion topics from a meeting he’d had with the 

First Selectman and others (the summary doc he supplied via email is attached 
at end). 

b) David Kehoss of Northford commented his town uses a gate and they have 
more problems with ATVs  than Durham (open space parcel off Rt. 22 near 
Firelite manufacturing / Northford Ice Pavilion). Therefore, he believes the gate 
won’t do much with automobile issues. 
 

4. New Business 
a) White Farm Use Application  - Durham Public Library: Cordes moved approval 

of the application as presented, DeVito seconded, all ayes. 
b) Otte Meadow Sign: Miller suggested adding “managed by conservation 

commission”. The sign will be put behind the existing poles that delineate the 
parking area on 4x4 posts. Discusison of adding aa QR code which will link to 
Conservation’s web page. Suggestion made to have font and color harmonious 
with existing signage at Curtis Woodlands. 

c) Durham’s Plan of Conservation and Development:  
 
Augur reminded Commission of the process – that this is a doc all towns 
maintain, and must update each decade, and that the state has a PoCD 
as well. The Commission will attend a joint meeting with P&Z upcoming, 
and the goal tonight is to seek areas of agreement on priorities for the 
doc. 



 
Dudko had provided written feedback, so Augur asked him to step 
through his comments. 
Dudko’s first bullet was about Durham’s water rating - last updated in 
2016 and it’s unknown if water rating has been updated, Dudko asks if 
this information been changed or assessed since 2016.  
 
Next bullet is about Washington trail - Augur says how he believes they 
should edit Washington trail spots to make them pop, describing signage 
he saw in western Pennsylvania that was far more prominent—not all 
the markers, just a couple along Rt. 17 (triangle at intersection with 79, 
and further north). 
 
Next bullet is data about state grant program - Durhams data is now 30 
years old, open space savings and other information, unknown if the 
data has been updated. Dudko says if it has not been done, it should be 
considered updating and presenting this information in the PoCD 
meeting. 
 
Augur noted he’d requested information from the assessor’s office to 
look at the acreage of various categories, and he will share a summary of 
that info with the Commission. Augur shared that in reviewing North 
Branford’s PoCD as compared to Durham he feels the town is in good 
shape in terms of land that is either town open space, Connecticut state 
forest, or has had the development rights sold, most notably being the 
Greenbacker and Wimler Farms, which help establish the agricultural 
feel of the town as you head toward Main Street along Rt 77 from 
Guilford or coming in Rt. 68 from Wallingford. 
 
Durham has a balance of $11,800 in the account that was established for 
open space acquisition, and no funds have been added to that account 
since 2020, previous goal was to establish that account and add money 
annually, but this has not been continued when budgets were tight.  
 
The discussion coalesced around a couple points: 
 



- The Commission believes if a developer pays the fee-in-lieu, rather 
than the Conservation Easement set aside, that money should go 
directly into the Open Space Acquisition account. 

- The Commission would like to be specific about priority parcles for 
potential acquisition or other conservation options, being parcels that 
are continguous to the Town’s larger existing open space parcels, as 
well as those sizeable parcels highlighted in the Private Recreation 
table. 
 
It was also noted that the Maiden Lane American Farm Land Trust 
parcel should be noted on the table which is on page 75/76 of the 
current PoCD. 
 

5. Communications 
a) Ryan McLean, Chair of Durham’s Agriculture Commission, submitted a  letter 

which was read into the record (attached) 
b)  Augur reported that a resident was directed to him after they reached out to 

Town Hall enquiring about horseback riding on open space trails. Augur shared 
the Open Space regulations with them, noted it is not a prohibited activity, so 
they could go for it. 

c)  Pam Hogarth remitted a note about White Farm maintenance (attached). 
d) Thanks from Mac Parsons to the Commission for working on encroachment 

  
6. Old Business 
a) Side Hill: Augur reported he and the Chair of P&Z had consulted with the town 

attorney regarding a possible structural encroachment onto Town open space 
land. The attorney sent a letter to the owner asking they document that the 
item in question is not on town land. The attorney received a response that 
rather than have the piece surveyed etc., they would instead deconstruct the 
item. Augur drove by and deconstruction is well underway, but not complete, a 
dumpster and equiprement were on site. When it is wrapped up, he believes it 
would be good to put sign on where open space land is so any new residents in 
that parcel cannot claim ignorance and try to use town land as their own. 

b) Otte Meadow trespass: Internet posts were made about this issue. Augur asks 
if they should speak on it or leave it be. Dudko and Miller state how not all 
factors are being considered, but that it can be a losing battle to sway opinions, 



so to leave it alone. Dudko will send a follow up to the first Selectman to see 
what has progressed relative to the commission’s restoration 
recommendations. Also, Dudko reported that two bolders were placed to the 
side of the gate on Side Mill to prevent ATVs trespassing on the property.  
 

7. Approval of minutes 
a) July 8, 2025 meeting minutes garnered no corrections nor comments and thus 

are approved as presented 
b) July 14, 2025 special meeting minutes amendment: clarify the size of trees by 

stating they were averaging 50 feet in height. Approved with added addition 
8. Cordes moved adjournment at 7:59, Miller seconded, all ayes. 

 

  



ATTACHMENTS 

Stevan Akerly doc: 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
  



Randy McLean letter: 

 
Hogarth email: 

 


