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Town of Durham Conservation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2026 
 

1) Augur called the meeting to order at 7 PM. Members present: Augur, Cordes, 
Devito, Dudko, LaFlamme, Lawlor, Meigs, Paskiewicz. 

2) Approval of agenda: LaFlamme moved, Lawlor seconded. Meigs requested “Mount 
Pisgah” be added as C under Old Business and “Public Trust” be added as E under 
New business. Motioners agreed. All ayes to approve amended agenda. 

3) Public comment – Augur noted before Public Comment began that the 
Commission’s September meeting will be focused on White Farm and held at that 
location. He also late reminded folks who were less familiar with these meetings that 
Public Comment is an opportunity for people to share their comments, but not for a 
back-and-forth discussion with the Commission. 

 

Sue White, Durham: 

White Farm was a working farm and she recalls when representatives of the town 
shook her father’s hand and told him it would be maintained to farming best 
practices. But now haying is forced to be delayed til mid-July when the crop has lost 
value. Why are we “worshipping” the bobolink, a bird that is not endangered. Nor is 
it the only bird on the parcel: hawks, bald eagles, and kestrels – birds of prey – hunt 
in the area, including following after tractors/mowers. Swallows also follow mowers 
feeding on insects kicked up by the activity. Mowing benefits the masses. Repeal 
the July 15th mowing date. Joe Greenbacker did a great job mowing until he was 
stopped.  

 

J. Dalo, Durham: 

Love the new sign at the corner of David and Parmelee Hill. Regarding the David 
Road field, there is section that used to be mowed is no longer being mowed. He 
wishes this area would be mowed. 

 

 



Sharan Delinger: 

Am a member of the Mattebeseck Audobon group and will read Michael Good’s letter 
(see appendix).  

 

Chris Grice, Middlefield: 

Will read Bill McNee’s letter (see appendix). 

 

Annyta Vizard, Durham: 

Bobolinks are not the only ground nesting birds on site. Been into birding 9 years 
now. Birds are adaptable to the mowing. Fledgings and chicks then are likely the 
only things that were killed. Mother always bought from local farmers—if it’s good 
enough for their family, good enough for ours. Discussed Strickland Farm 
[Middlefield parcel, not Durham]. Read Ona McLaughlin’s letter (see appendix). 

 

Jeff Kohan, Wallingford: 

I am Vice Chair of planning and zoning in Wallingford. I’ve previously asked farmer 
to pause mowing on Wallingford open space to adjust timing for bobolinks. They are 
hopeful this area will become a bobolink sanctuary. [“Field #3” on Tamarack Swamp 
Road in Wallingford’s Tyler Mill parcel.] Photographed male bobolink in White Farm 
area north of the laneway, and returned after mowing and saw males with food 
searching for nests. Far west side has never seen bobolinks there. Cornell, one of 
the biggest bird advocacy groups, lists bobolinks at orange tipping point, so it is 
threatened. Thanks Commission for taking care of the main area south of the lane. 

 

Tom Kelly, Guilford: 

Retired from Regional Water Authority. This [gesturing to the Curtis Woodlands 
surroundings] is where it all happens. Member of the Conn. Butterfly Association, 
want to highlight two Fritillary butterfly species that are on Conn. Wildlife’s Species 
of Greatest Conservation Need list. If you drive around are you having to clean your 
windshield? No, insects are less plentiful. Knock on effect up the food chain. Ospreys 
are starving in their nests. Thinks the definition of Conservation is not being 
followed. Monadnack Audobon would pay farmers to delay mowing—let’s face it, 
that is what it’s all about. [Did not read, but asked Faith Novella’s letter be entered 
into the record (see appendix).] 

 

Susan Lundgren, Durham: 



Am at White Farm 3 times per week. Addressing premature mowing at whites farm. 
Short sited decision jeopardizes previous Durham planning. Disregard for the 
environment, asks for 1) act of binding protection, 2) decouple from budgeting 
concers, 3) mandate oversight for the parcel. 

 

Ken Judson, Durham: 

Am a dog walker at White Farm, there was a reason that the farm isn’t meant to be 
mowed before July 15th. Farmer at Guida’s parcel [Middletown] have gotten the 
message. [Did not read, but asked Steven Booker’s letter be entered into the record 
(see appendix).] 

 

Jane Eddleston, Durham: 

Moved to Durham recently, but bobolinks here were learned of while still living in 
an area of Pennsylvania that also enjoys bobolink visits. Durham has resisted 
development, hope to see it continue. Had sent an email. (See appendix) 

  

Steve Akerley, Durham: 

Resident for 42 years. Member of the model air plane club, which has flown at White 
Farm 35 years. We coexist with the birds and butterflies and stay out of the birds 
fields. Recently there’s been suggestions that the club changes locations, which isn’t 
viable. White Farm was obtained for public recreation. Commission considered 
mowing in October 2025, that would have been a better time, in the fall.  

 

Russell Robinson III, Durham:  

The town crest is not a bird, it is a cow. Agriculture is deeply rooted in Durham. My 
family operated a large dairy farm in town. When hay fields are not regularly 
harvested you get trash [gestured to the field at Curtis], with weeks. Good hay fields 
would be mowed for free by a farmer taking the hay, or perhaps even pay to harvest. 
Poor fields you have to pay to mow which is expensive. Many farmers are cutting 
first cutting in May and can get their second cutting off by mid-July. 

 

4) Old Business 

 

a) PoCD:  



Augur had circulated two parcel samples, Meigs recently provided a third. 
Commissioners acknowledged they seem to be the right length andquality. Dudko 
will draft Otte and Curtis. Meigs will draft Gulielmetti. Augur will draft White Farm. 

The GIS layer is the other topic the Commission wanted to send to P&Z for the PoCD 
and will hold a Special Meeting to review the map online. Augur will work to get that 
scheduled, hoping the resource from Tyche may be able to join so the feedback is 
given directly. Meigs asked a link to the GIS be sent so some previewing may be 
done. 

 

b) Curtis Woodlands – Invasives / State RFP 

Augur noted here at this parcel the Commission had looked into handling invasives 
via goats but found it to costly. Cordes had followed up on state information that 
they were going to be putting out a Request for Proposal (RFP), and that Forest 
Management Plans (FMP) were prerequisite. Curtis woodlands was the only parcel 
with a FMP so that was sent it and found acceptable. The RFP process has now 
opened with submission deadline of end of August. 

Invasives treatments on their own cannot be accepted; however, invasives control 
as a secondary activity to a primary forestry practice can. Cordes highlighted the 
crop tree release of hickory in Stand 6 and the thnning in Stand 1, which used to be 
predominately cedar as a couple forestry practices that could be worth pursuing. 
The state program is not a matching funds endeavor, they will reimburse the full 
costs. For the application we will need some quotes. 

The writing part for the RFP should not be too intense and Meigs noted she has some 
grant writing experience. Augur will also see if the resources helping with the PoCD 
may be able to assist with this. Getting quotes will be the more involved aspect, and 
since Durham would have to pay upfront, the town’s purchasing policy applies. 
Augur believes they should act quickly, the Commission has demonstrated how they 
can keep the the field is in better shape now that they’ve arranged annual rotary 
mowing at no costs, so if we do some small forestry practice pilots we can 
demonstrate to folks our stewardship. Augur will circulate the FMP to the 
Commission to review and be able to weigh in. 

[Walk into Stand 1 was tabled for after the Commission’s other business, but by the 
time all other business was completed remaining daylight was too scarce—a Special 
Meeting will be held.]  

 

c) Mount Pisgah 



Meigs noted there is new beaver dam activity so the road is entirely flooded. Also, 
it is clear the Beaver Deceiver in the other area was not built as presented, for it 
lacks the 90 degree elbows and vertical pieces that keep water from going too low. 
Also seems that the trails are not being trimmed back as much as they had been, 
possibly due to a lack of bikers.  

 

5) New Business 

a) 2026 Fall/Winter Hunting Lottery 

The Commission drew the lottery and awarded slots based on applicants’ 
preferences. Winners will be posted on the town website. 

 

b) Bimbler’s Bluff Race use request for 10/18/2026 

Russ Hammond has addressed the Commission multiple times in the past so Augur 
put this on tonight, but if Commissioners feel his attendance is required we can 
schedule for September. LaFlammed motioned approval of the request, Cordes 
seconded. Meigs asked for caveat of not using the same marking material, motioners 
agreed. All ayes. 

 

c) CLCC membership: Augur thought he forwarded a scan of a letter to 
commissioners, but none recall seeing. Topic is tabled till September meeting. 

 

d) Payment of Bills: Lawlor motioned for payment of the Sue White ($2,600) and 
Greenbacker Farm ($2,850) mowing bills; DeVito seconded. All ayes. 

 

e) Trust for Public Land: Meigs shared they are in the process of obtaining a parcel 
west of Rt. 17, south of raccoon club, and a representative would like to come talk 
to the Commission. Augur said we can put her on the agenda with the GIS Special 
Meeting 

  

6) Communications:  

Augur shared that in addition to a number of people who reiterated their points 
during Public Comment tonight, other notes were received: 

Pam Hogarth, Durham, thanking Commission for tackling areas at White Farm that 
were heading turning into forest. Requesting leave air strip alone. 



Laurie Shaw and Christina Nieves covering same points as many raised in Public 
Comment. Leslie Bulion as well, but Augur believes she will be attending in 
September and likely share her comments directly. 

 

7) Approval of minutes: June 9, 2026 meeting minutes garnered no corrections nor 
comments and thus are approved as presented. 

 

8) Adjournment. Commissioners were intending to head into Stand 1 to review the 
forestry practice and that quorum would have motioned adjournment after that 
portion. After a few minutes consideration it was deemed there was too little light 
available once into a forested area to be worthwhile. So the meeting adjourned 
around 8:35. 

 



Hunting Lottery Winners 

 

 
 



Appendix 

--- 

Dear First Selectman Rae and Chairman Augur, 

  

I am writing regarding concerns about the management of town owned grasslands 
at White’s Farm, a topic that I hope the Mattabeseck Audubon can be helpful in 
resolving. I am a long time Durham resident and sit on the Mattabeseck Audubon 
chapter’s Board of Directors. I am also the chairman of the grassland bird 
conservation subcommittee. Recently there was extensive mowing at White’s Farm 
before the end of June, a time frame that would have negatively affected nesting 
grassland birds such as Bobolinks, Red-Winged Blackbirds and Meadowlarks. This 
has caused considerable concern throughout the Connecticut birding community.  

I’d like to give you a little background about why grassland birds are of particular 
concern and the significance of White’s Farm both as a premier Connecticut birding 
destination and a key open space vital to the preservation of bird diversity. 

In recent years major ornithological organizations such as the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society have been raising the alarm about 
the steep decline in North American bird populations. Overall, in the past 50 years 
bird populations have declined by 25%, a loss of over 3 billion birds. Grassland birds 
in particular have been declining at a terrifying rate; 53% have disappeared since 
1970. Bobolinks and Meadowlarks, two local grassland species have been hit even 
harder. Bobolinks have declined by 63% nationwide while Meadowlarks have 
declined by 80%. Here in Connecticut Meadowlarks have declined by 95%. These 
declines are primarily due to loss of habitat across the country and interestingly here 
in New England due to loss of grassland as family farms fail and grasslands revert 
to forest. Another significant factor has been the result of changes in haying 
practices as farmers hay more aggressively (earlier) than in the past. Both these 
factors are a reason that grassland management at White’s Farm is so vital to 
grassland conservation in our state. 

Turning to White’s Farm, I cannot emphasize what a treasure this piece of open land 
is to birds, birders and for ecotourism here in our town. White’s Farm is the only 
place in Middlesex County that breeding Bobolinks can be found in significant 
numbers. Birders from around the region come to Durham in order to view this 
increasingly endangered bird along with the impressive diversity of birds ranging 
from raptors to sparrows to flycatchers seen in this open space. This past May I lead 
an Audubon bird walk at White’s Farm for a large group of birders from around the 
state, we were able to view and hear 42 species of birds, including 15 male Bobolinks 
which had just arrived following their long 6000 mile journey from their wintering 



grounds in Argentina. An equal number of females would arrive soon thereafter. You 
may not be aware of just how popular a birding destination White’s Farm is, but 
Cornell Ornithology’s eBird database shows that in recent years 313 birders have 
visited White’s Farm 2217 times and spotted 190 different species of birds. This 
represents just a fraction of the birders who have come to town specifically to bird 
as only a minority of birders report to the eBird database. These numbers point to 
the significant ecotourism economic engine that White’s Farm represents as these 
birders will frequently visit gas stations, restaurants and bird related businesses like 
Brenda’s Feed on Main Street.  

While the recent early mowing did not destroy the main Bobolink breeding field just 
east of the model airplane landing strip, it did extensively disrupt the fields to the 
north and west of the airstrip, places where Bobolinks have been seen and where 
large numbers of other species either nest or feed. It is my understanding that there 
currently is a clause in the hay land lease that prohibits the lessee from mowing 
Bobolink sensitive areas before July 15th but there  is not an overall grassland 
management plan for the farm. Given the importance of White’s Farm for 
conservation, recreation and ecotourism I would urge the town to develop a formal 
management plan for this property. The Mattabeseck Audubon would be very willing 
to assist in the development of such a plan and I personally would be happy to be 
involved as well.  

I understand that there will be a meeting of the Conservation Commission on July 
14th but unfortunately I will be out of town. I am hoping this letter will demonstrate 
that my absence is not due to lack of interest! 

Best Regards, 

Michael Good MD 

375 Haddam Quarter Road 

Durham CT 06422 
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