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July 29, 2026 at Curtis Woodlands Parcel 
 

 

1) Augur called the meeting to order at 5:30. Members present: Augur, Cordes, 

Dudko, LaFlamme, Lawlor. Miller joined at 5:31; Meigs joined at 5:33. 

2) LaFlammed moved approval of the agenda as presented, seconded by Lawlor, 

all ayes. 

3) There was no Public comment 

4) Honor Lawler, Senior Project Manager for the Trust for Public Land addressed 

the Commission. Lawler shared that TPL is a national organization, with work in 

almost all 50 states. They work “Main Street to mountain top”, working with 

federal, state, local, and private organizations to protect natural resources. 

They do not wind up with an interest in land that they work on, but focus their 

expertise on helping secure willingness from sellers, and helping the 

appropriate parties secure funds to execute a deal. They have around ten 

projects in Connecticut at this time, including the one she came to discuss. The 

Conn. Forest & Park Association reached out to TPL regarding the New England 

Trail and a parcel that could improve that. TPL has done a lot of work on trails. 

They tend to avoid federal funds for trails as the experiences with the 

Appalachian Trail, which included some eminent domain actions, left 

“heartburn”. 

The New England Trail is somewhat of a “forgotten stepchild” of a trail, with 

sections of it not protected in perpetuity. Parts of the NET are protected in 

Guilford, run through protected Wallingford land, pass through Connecticut’s 

Tri-Mountain State Forest, and are protected further north in Talcott, etc. But 



the Durham stretch does not have the same protections, and additional, has a 

lengthy stretch that runs along New Haven Road (State Route 17). 

TPL worked with the landowners of two-related parcels (four owners on ~ 57 

acres, one of the four owning another piece of ~ 20 acres) on agreements, and 

has a letter of intent on the smaller parcel and a purchase-sale agreement on 

the larger. These parcels would allow for a rerouting of the trail to simply cross 

Rt. 17, rather than run along it, as well as protect the trail in perpetuity. 

The appraisals support the agreed price of $1.5M for both parcels combined. 

TPL has been awarded just under $1M toward this purchase by the state (which 

has a 65% max allocation for non-distressed towns, such as Durham). TPL has 

had positive conversations with a private organization that helps on such 

projects. This organization likes to be the last money in, after other avenues 

are exhausted. TPL tries to get municipalities to pitch in as there are benefits to 

the community, and Lawler cited other recent examples of this. Durham would 

not hold an interest in the parcel—it would be owned by the Middlesex Land 

Trust, with the State of Connecticut owning a conservation easement over it. 

Commissioners asked additional questions of Lawler to ensure full 

understanding. 

 

LaFlamme made a motion that Conservation send a letter to the Board of 

Selectmen encouraging them to devise a plan for the Town of Durham to 

contribute $150,000, being 10% of the purchase price, alongside the pledges of 

the State of Connecticut and private donors to the Trust for Public Land for the 

purchase of around 57 acres west of New Haven Road and around 20 acres east of 

New Haven Road, map blocks 123 01 and 133 09. Cordes seconded the motion. 

After some additional discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

[Lawler had provided a write up on the portion of the NET in this area, which is 

attached as an appendix to these minutes.] 

 



 

5) The Commission walked stands 5, 1, 3, and 2, at Curtis Woodlands as defined 

in the Forest Management Plan previously commissioned from Ferrucci & 

Walicki, to determine what recommendations made of forestry practices 

seemed most worthy of placing into a grant application to the state of 

Connecticut. There was discussion on the difference between the specific type 

of thinning practice referred to as Crop Tree Release versus other thinning 

practices. General consensus coalesced around pursuing crop tree release of 

the oaks in stand 1, thinning of black birch with canker in stand 2 to promote 

the healthier black birch, and invasive treatment in conjunction with these 

practices so that openings in the canopy do not lead to invasive growths before 

native regeneration has a chance. 

 

Augur will make an initial draft of the grant application write up. Quotes will be 

needed for the work. Other commissioners will review and provide suggestions 

for the application. Town Planner Robin Newton will provide a final review given 

her familiarity with grant applications more broadly. 

 

6) Dudko moved adjournment at 6:19, Laflamme seconded, all ayes. 
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