
Ordinance 2025-15 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 1.97 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY 
LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF HAMILTON STREET, IDENTIFIED AS PARCEL 

ID 5019-11-57-8031 FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) TO GENERAL 
RESIDENTIAL (GR-1). 

WHEREAS, Nova Homes LLC, as owner, has applied to the City Planning Commission and 
City Council to rezone a piece of vacant land in Easley, South Carolina, Pickens County, Tax 
Map Number 5019-11-57-8031, from General Commercial (GC) to General Residential (GR-1); 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission, pursuant to public notice, held a public hearing on 
November 17, 2025, to consider the proposed rezoning, and the Commission recommended 
approval of the proposed zoning designation of General Residential (GR-1); and 

WHEREAS, City Council finds the General Residential (GR-1) classification to be compatible 
with the established zoning of surrounding properties; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN COUNCIL ASSEMBLED, THAT 

Section 1. The parcel of property currently titled in the name of Nova Homes LLC, shown as 
Tax Map Number 5019-11-57-8031 and described by the Pickens County Property Assessor as: 

E/SIDE HAMILTON ST LOT 002 PLAT 304/8A, 1875 PLAT FILED UNDER MCDUFFIE 
HAMILTON, shall be rezoned from General Commercial (GC) to General Residential (GR-1). 
The attached plat shown as Exhibit A, prepared by the City of Easley Planning and Development 
Department, is incorporated by reference for the purpose of identifying the location of the 
property.  

Section 2. Severability is intended throughout and within the provisions of this Ordinance.  If 
any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, then that decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.   

Section 3. This Ordinance shall be effective upon second and final reading by City Council. 

First Reading: December 8, 2025  
Second Reading: January 12, 2026 



 

_______________________________ 

                                                                Lisa Talbert, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Jennifer Bradley, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

_______________________________ 

Daniel Hughes, City Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A







City of Easley 

Planning Commission Minutes 

11-17-2025 

 

Item No. 1 - Commission will act on a petition to rezone ~1.97 acres from GC (General 
Commercial) to GR-1 (General Residential) located at 5019-11-57-8031 (parcel ID). The 
current zoning is commercial and the land is vacant. 

Link to Staff Report: https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-
sc/planning-development/documents/reports/145221/%28PLN-REZ-25-0002%29%20-
%20Nova%20Homes%20LLC.pdf 

 

Item No. 2 - Meeting will act on a petition to change the UDO allowing for educational and 

programmatic use of chickens within the City of Easley. 

Link to Application: https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-
sc/planning-development/documents/applications/145224/PLN-TXT-25-
0001%20%28Complete%20Application%29.pdf 

 

Planning Commission Members:  

Calvin Wright: 12/31/26 – Vice Chair  

Alex Warren: 12/31/27  

Watson Nealy: 12/31/28  

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

 

Meeting called to order by Vice-Chair Mr. Wright  

 

Item No. 1  

Public Comment: Mr. Jordan Savage (applicant) gave an overview of the project.  

https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/reports/145221/%28PLN-REZ-25-0002%29%20-%20Nova%20Homes%20LLC.pdf
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/reports/145221/%28PLN-REZ-25-0002%29%20-%20Nova%20Homes%20LLC.pdf
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/reports/145221/%28PLN-REZ-25-0002%29%20-%20Nova%20Homes%20LLC.pdf
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/applications/145224/PLN-TXT-25-0001%20%28Complete%20Application%29.pdf
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/applications/145224/PLN-TXT-25-0001%20%28Complete%20Application%29.pdf
https://municipal-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/easley-sc/planning-development/documents/applications/145224/PLN-TXT-25-0001%20%28Complete%20Application%29.pdf


Mr. Carl Blackston spoke about drainage issues within that area that affect his property, 
401 WHITMIRE RD. He wasn't against the proposed development.  
 

Motion to approve by Mr. Warren. Seconded by Mr. Nealy 

The Commission voted unanimously in favor. 

Commission recommended approval of the rezoning. It will go to City Council for 1st 
reading on December 8th, 2025, and 2nd reading on January 12th, 2026. 

 

Item No. 2  

Public Comment: Mrs. Chris Wilson (applicant) gave an overview of the project.  

Mr. Jim Wilson (applicant) discussed the project as well. 

Mr. Justin Alexander spoke about the proposed text-amendment giving his opinion. 

Mrs. Ginny McJunkin spoke about the proposed text-amendment giving her opinion. 

 

Motion to approve by Mr. Nealy. Seconded by Mr. Warren 

The Commission discussed the proposed text amendment further. Mr. Warren made a 
motion to amend the proposed motion striking the property information from the text 
amendment. Mr. Wright seconded it.  

The Commission voted: (Mr. Wright and Mr. Nealy in favor) (Mr. Warren against).  

Commission recommended approval of the text amendment. It will go to City Council for 
1st reading on December 8th, 2025, and 2nd reading on January 12th, 2026. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-16 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 90.35 (“FARM ANIMALS”) OF 
CHAPTER 90 (“ANIMALS”) OF TITLE IX (“GENERAL REGULATIONS”) OF 

THE EASLEY CITY CODE TO ALLOW LIMITED EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROGRAMMATIC USE OF HENS BY CERTAIN NONPROFIT, 

EDUCATIONAL, AND THERAPEUTIC ORGANIZATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, at various times the City of Easley reviews the City Code of Ordinances to 
make necessary improvements and/or changes; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 90-35 (“Farm Animals”) of Chapter 90 (“Animals”) currently 
prohibits the keeping of farm animals, including chickens, within the City limits; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to allow limited ownership and care of 
hens by nonprofit, educational, or therapeutic organizations for the purpose of education, 
wellness, sustainability programming, and food security efforts, while maintaining public 
health, sanitation, and neighborhood quality of life; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that the amendments contained herein are 
in the best interests of the City of Easley and its residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ORDAINED , BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN COUNCIL ASSEMBLED,  as 
follows: 

Section 1. Amendment.     Amend Section 90.30 (“Farm Animals”) of Chapter 90 
(“Animals”) of Title IX (“General Regulations”) as follows (language that is struck 
through is language proposed to be deleted, underlined language is language proposed 
to be added, language is not struck through or underlined is not to be changed, and *** 
represents sections of the Ordinance that have been skipped and remain unchanged): 
 

§ 90.35 FARM ANIMALS. 

   (A)   It shall be unlawful for any person to have farm animals on any property within 
the city limits except any such property is classified as farm property for property tax 
purposes by Pickens County under provisions of state law or as otherwise allowed in 
Section (F) hereof. 

   (B)   Farm animals include, but are not limited to the following: goats, pigs, cattle, 
horses, chickens, turkeys, and any animal raised as an agricultural product. 
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 (C)   Common pets including dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, and other small animals typically 
sold at pet shops are not considered farm animals. 

 (D)   The Easley Police Department is responsible for enforcement of this section. 

 (E)   The penalty for violation of this section is as provided in § 90.99. 

 (F) Limited Educational and Programmatic Use of Hens. 

(1) Purpose. 

The purpose of this subsection is to allow limited ownership and care of hens by 
nonprofit, educational, or therapeutic organizations within the City of Easley for 
educational, wellness, and sustainability programming. This subsection is intended to 
support community education and food security initiatives while maintaining public 
health, sanitation, and neighborhood quality of life. 

(2) Definitions. 

For purposes of this subsection, the following definitions shall apply: 

a) Educational or Programmatic Use: The keeping of hens as part of an organized 
educational, therapeutic, or wellness program conducted by a nonprofit or educational 
institution. 

b) Hen: A female chicken. Roosters are not permitted. 

c) Coop: A fully enclosed, predator-resistant structure providing shelter for hens. 

d) Run: A fenced outdoor area attached to a coop where hens can safely roam. 

e) Nonprofit Organization: An entity recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code or registered as a nonprofit organization with the State of 
South Carolina. 

f) Permit: A written authorization issued annually by the City of Easley for the keeping of 
hens under this subsection. 

(3) Permitted Entities. 

The keeping of hens shall be permitted within the City limits only by entities that meet all 
of the following requirements: 

a) The entity is a nonprofit organization, or educational institution registered with the 
State of South Carolina and operating within the City of Easley; and 

b) The use of hens is limited to education, wellness, or sustainability instruction; and 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/easley/latest/easley_sc/0-0-0-2099#JD_90.99
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c) The entity is located on property consisting of a minimum of five (5) contiguous acres 
under single ownership or legal control. 

(4) Conditions and Requirements. 

All entities permitted under this subsection shall comply with the following standards: 

a) No more than twelve (12) hens may be kept on any qualifying property. 

b) Roosters are strictly prohibited. 

c) All hens shall be kept within a secure coop and enclosed run, which shall be located a 
minimum of fifty (50) feet from any residential structure on the same or any adjacent 
property. 

d) The coop and run shall be maintained in a clean, sanitary, odor-free, and well-
maintained condition so as not to create a nuisance or health hazard. 

e) All feed shall be stored in rodent-proof containers. 

f) Eggs produced may be used only for programmatic or personal use and shall not be 
sold commercially unless otherwise permitted by applicable state and local laws. 

g) The slaughtering of chickens on the property is strictly prohibited. 

i) An annual permit shall be obtained from the City of Easley prior to the keeping of any 
hens under this subsection. 

j) It shall be unlawful to own, keep, possess or maintain hens in a manner so as to 
constitute a nuisance as provided for in Section 94.15 of this Code of Ordinances.   

k) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to override any restrictive covenant which 
prohibits the keeping of hens.   

(5) Revocation. 

Any permit issued pursuant to this subsection may be revoked by the City for failure to 
comply with the provisions of this subsection after written notice and a reasonable 
opportunity to cure, or if the hens or related facilities are determined by the City to 
constitute a nuisance or health hazard. 

Section 2: That the amendments contained herein shall be effective upon second and final 
reading of this Ordinance 

Section 3: Severability is intended throughout and within the provisions of this 
Ordinance. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 
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Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

 

First Reading: December 8, 2025 
Second Reading: January 12, 2026 
 

CITY OF EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Lisa Talbert, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Daniel Hughes, City Attorney 
 














































































