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City Council Special Called Meeting
April 2, 2025

Easley City Council met for a special called meeting on April 2, 2025, at 8:30am in the Council Chambers of City Hall. All the members were present except for Councilman Jim Robinson.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of city hall. Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 8:30am.
Council Vote of Approval:
A. SC Downtown Business Association’s mural design for Garland & George, Purveyors of Quality Antiques building facing Old Market Square.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson said that it was explained by Dr. Brian Swords with Greater Easley Chamber of Commerce that the project is one of the Downtown Business Association and is funded by private funds and a grant.  No advertisements will be allowed, and the design does not advertise for Garland & George, only on their building.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked why Council is voting on this and it was expressed that ordinance requires a vote due to it being in TIF District and facing Old Market Square.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Justin Alexander.  Motion carried 6-0 with no opposition.
Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked where the City Attorney was and was told that he could not attend the meeting.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to excuse the Attorney, seconded by Councilwoman Denise Davidson.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked for clarification on the ordinance and Councilwoman Rainey read where it states that the attorney shall attend unless excused by council.  Motion carried with a 4-2 vote with Councilwoman Donna Rainey and Councilman Justin Alexander opposed.
City Administrator, Tom Couch, shared a draft recommended by the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office for redistricting per the 2020 Census data.  Mr. Couch explained that the draft would be posted online and shared with the public.  The ordinance will be brought to council for first reading in the April regular council meeting.  
Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion for Council to enter executive session.  Councilman David Jones seconded the motion.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked for clarification on what “possible action may be taken while in executive session” after two citizens questioned it.  It was explained that the only votes allowed during Executive Session are to enter and to adjourn.  Motion carried with a 5-1 vote with Councilman Justin Alexander opposed.  Council entered the executive session at 8:44am for discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body. (Section 30-4-70 (a)(5).
Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to exit executive session, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Council came out of executive session at 9:15am.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to give the City Administrator approval to continue negotiations on Project X, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Motion carried with a 5-1 vote with Councilman Justin Alexander opposed.

With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn by Councilwoman Denise Davidson, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.

The meeting concluded at 9:17am.


																					_________________________
								Mayor Lisa Talbert

ATTEST:



____________________________
Jennifer Bradley
City Clerk
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