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City Council Meeting
October 13, 2025

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on October 13, 2025, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by City Planner, Corey Holycross, and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written. 
Report from Council:
Ward 6: Melissa and Jim Robinson are proud to welcome their grandson to the world.  Son, Ben, and daughter-in-law, Charlotte, welcomed John McKinley Robinson on September 19th and everyone is doing fine.
Ward 5: Attended the Farmer’s Market two weekends ago and it was a wonderful event.
Ward 4: Today is the 250th anniversary of the US Navy.  Honored to have served his hometown as well as his father who served.
Ward 3: Busy and productive month.  Attended Women’s Alliance luncheon and the Greenville MASC meeting.  One for FOIA response time and another bill regulating short-term rentals are two MASC is working on.  Senator Rice shared the cost of resurfacing one mile of road and that a school board member said the SDPC is doing well for now.  Attended a candidate forum and will be attending a training for the Advanced Municipal Elected Officials program.  Have also been speaking with leaders about traffic concerns.
Ward 2: Praise God for the release of the hostages today and possible peace in the Middle East.  Have recently attended a PCMA meeting and found it interesting that two county councilmembers were there when the discussion of restricted delivery of loads to the landfill.  Effort is being made and I hope for updates soon.  
Ward 1: Everyone in Ward 1 continues to be happy and well.  Cobblestone roads are being addressed.  I cannot imagine the heartache that families went through in the Middle East wondering what was happening to their family members.  Let’s hope peace sticks.
Mayor’s Message: Thank you to everyone for attending the Fall Community Safety event and details will be forthcoming on upcoming events.  Thanks to the Easley Police Department for their hard work on the traffic unit.  The pause on growth while the UDO was drafted was much needed and Easley’s future is bright.
Updates on City Activity: 
Election will be held on November 4th, and early voting will open two weeks before at the County Administration building from 8:30am-5:00pm.
Christman Short expressed that events are successful due to all departments, it’s not just one department doing all the work.  It is a joint effort.  Farmer’s Market and Safety event were wonderful.  Movie night this weekend at City Green and Treats on the Street will be held next Friday from 5-8pm and there is going to be more of a carnival/fall festival fell.  Basketball registration is open for the month of October.
Community Announcements: 
Update from Easley Combined Utilities General Manager Andy Sevic.  Briefly discussed water, electricity, sewer divisions, and the challenges of all. 
Foothills Playhouse President Sam Norris said the Foothills Playhouse is in its 45th year and is fueled by community support.  Support can be given by attending individual shows or season passes or volunteering with the different responsibilities of putting on the programs.  Mr. Norris announced the shows for 2026 starting with Matilda.
Citizens wishing to address City Council:
Gary Hinton is with American Legion Post 52.  American Legion baseball is alive and well and almost made it to the state championship.  Celebrated their 100-year anniversary this year.  Was able to offer a scholarship to one individual this year.  Veteran’s Day will be on November 11th, and a parade is in the planning stages.  Wreaths Across America will be held soon too.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:
A. Ordinance 2025-10 authorizing the conveyance of a right-of-way maintenance agreement with Doodle Trail Properties 2, LLC.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

B. Ordinance 2025-11 to repeal the City of Easley Zoning Ordinance and the Land Development Regulations and replace them with the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked who would hold some of the positions listed in the draft UDO.  Councilman Alexander stated that the presented draft was only posted online for the public a few hours before and that he didn’t believe that it was brought before council properly.  Councilwoman Rainey said she thinks there should have been a public hearing for this document and that the attorney didn’t review the document which is not adhering to ordinances.  Motion carried with a 5-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, and Robinson were in favor and Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander were opposed.

C. Ordinance 2025-12 to amend the FY25/26 Operating Budget to authorize the purchase of IT equipment for the police department. Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried with a 6-1 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, Alexander, and Robinson were in favor with Councilmember Rainey opposed.

NEW BUSINESS: First Reading:
D. Ordinance 2025-13 to amend the FY25/26 Operating Budget to accept the award of $332,300 from the SC Opioid Recovery Fund and to authorize the hiring of two police officers and purchase two vehicles for the Easley Police Department.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  Councilman O’Shields praised staff for their hard work in securing the grant with Councilwoman Davidson in agreement.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.


NEW RESOLUTIONS: None.

COUNCIL VOTE:
-Approval of A-Tax Committee’s recommendation for the disbursement of accommodation taxes.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to accept, seconded by Councilman David Jones.  Councilman Alexander made a motion to amend to add attachment to the official record, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Motion to amend carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  There was no discussion.  Motion as amended carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.


-Authorizes the re-allocation of funds from 10-432-715-000 to purchase a used side loader sanitation truck.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to accept, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilwoman Davidson explained that the purchase was not additional funds to the budget but was a reallocation of funds already approved.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
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With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilwoman Denise Davidson, seconded by Councilman David Jones.

The meeting concluded at 7:41pm.

								___________________________
								 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley						          
City Clerk							 
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