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City Council Meeting
December 8, 2025

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on December 8, 2025, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Councilman Jim Robinson and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written. 
Report from Council:
Ward 6: It has been a privilege to serve on City Council for the last 12 years.  I have done my best and had the best interest of the citizens and the city.  Staff are the heart, soul, and backbone of the city.  Thank you to my family and friends for their support during his years of service.  As Tiny Tim said at the end of A Christmas Carol, “God Bless Us All”.  
Ward 5: Thanks to all outgoing Council for their kindness or teaching while on Council and welcome to the newly elected members.
Ward 4: Thanks to voters for allowing him to fill the vacancy of Terry Moore.  Staff is great and thanks, it’s been a pleasure.
Ward 3: Looking extremely forward to working with new members and feel like a lot will be able to be accomplished.  Calls about leaves being picked up have come in and hopefully that will be taken care of soon.
Ward 2:  Thanks to staff for their time and outstanding job they do.  Keep National Guardsman in your prayers that was shot in Washington DC.
Ward 1: Everyone is happy and well in Ward 1.  The Robinson’s have contributed to Easley for over 100 years and Jim has also put his best into his position.
Mayor’s Message: 
Thank you to all for the attendance of the Christmas Tree Lighting event.  Holidays in Easley are better, and we live in the best city and state.  Be mindful of those who need kindness more at this time of year and keep them in your prayers.  Thank you to outgoing councilmembers for their support and we wish you all well.  
Updates on City Activity: None.
Community Announcements: None.
Citizens wishing to address City Council:
Chris Wilson on behalf of The Dream Center.  Has supported a lot of citizens in Easley and are most known for their Opportunity Village.  New programs will include an outdoor curriculum that hopefully will include chickens and a coop to educate on preparing healthy cooking and lifestyle.  A lot of women and children have been able to change their lives through implementation of different programs and will continue to be a great neighbor and stewards of their property.  
Jim Wilson stated The Dream Center gives a hand, not a handout.  The new program that includes chickens isn’t about chickens but fostering a healthy lifestyle.  He thanked outgoing council for their support and those that supported the sale of Northside School
Bob Easter thanked outgoing council for their assistance in slowing down growth and fiscal accountability.  Thanked the mayor for what she has done in her first two years.  Merry Christmas.
Sarah Wilson serves as Project Manager for this year’s class of Leadership Pickens County.  Initiative to allow the integration of chickens will assist with self-sufficiency of the residents at The Dream Center’s program.  The proposed ordinance doesn’t open the door for unregulated chickens in the city but allows for an educational program to begin.
Tonya Burriss has worked at The Dream Center for around four years.  They strive to do things the smart, efficient way and she believes this program including chickens will be beneficial for all.
Brooke Hendrix spoke in favor of the ordinance allowing chickens to educate the members participating.  
Kathy Webb has spent a lot of time working with The Dream Center.  Everything they do is done well and with great intentions.  The new program with chickens will be a huge impact on the residents.
Brian Swords supports The Dream Center and their new project mentioned.  Easley Christmas Parade will be on Saturday night at 6pm with a record-breaking number of applicants.  Their will be judging for best float and other awards for the first time this year.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk218780899]Ordinance 2025-14 to authorize the conveyance of any and all interest in certain real property in the City of Easley located at 201 S. 5th Street and 205 S. 5th Street, Easley, Pickens County, South Carolina. Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion passed with a 5-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, and Robinson in favor with Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander opposed.

NEW BUSINESS: First Reading:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk216115643]First reading of Ordinance 2025-15 to rezone approximately 1.97 acres of real property located on the east side of Hamilton Street, identified as Tax Map Number 5019-11-57-8031 from General Commercial (GC) to General Residential (GR-1).  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman David Jones.  There was discussion.  Motion passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  

B. First reading of Ordinance 2025-16 to amend Section 90.35 (“Farm Animals”) of Chapter 90 (“Animals”) of Title IX (“General Regulations”) of the Easley City Code to allow limited educational and programmatic use of hens by certain nonprofit, educational, and therapeutic organizations.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson asked if chickens will always be in the coop or will they be free-range and was told that they will not be free to roam.  Questions about sick chickens and noise were asked and answered.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey said she was initially concerned but knows that The Dream Center does exceptional work and therefore will be voting yes.  Motion passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]
NEW RESOLUTIONS:
A. Resolution 2025-12 to adopt an Acceptable Use Policy for City of Easley Elected Officials regarding the use of City Information Systems.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman David Jones.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to amend by striking section 11, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  IT Director stated that section 11 is guidelines to help Council on documentation and protection of city-owned equipment/access.  Councilman Alexander stated that the ordinance is not limited to city equipment.  Mr. Anderson stated the equipment is, but recommendations for personal accounts are only recommendations.  Councilman Alexander stated that the intent may be that, but that is not how it is written.  City Attorney Daniel Hughes stated that he doesn’t feel that anything in the policy infringing on constitutional rights.  Motion to amend striking section 11 failed with a 2-5 vote.  Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander in favor with Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, and Robinson opposed.  Main motion to approve passed with a 5-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, and Robinson in favor with Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander opposed.

B.  Reading of Resolution 2025-19 to accept certain roads from JBDY1 LLC, into the City of Easley roads network.  Councilman Jim Robinson recused himself as his firm has represented the deedholder in the past while not in this matter.  Councilwoman Denise Davidson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilwoman Davidson asked if the development was approved with the provision that the city would accept the road once the project was completed.  Mario DiPietro stated that was correct.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked what the provision was and asked why since it is a council vote.  Motion passed with a 4-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, and Jones in favor with Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander opposed.

C. Reading of Resolution 2025-20 to appoint Jim Walker to the City of Easley Planning Commission.  Councilman David Jones made motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Denise Davidson.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to amend to include December 2025 to the term limit, seconded by Councilwoman Denise Davidson.  Motion to amend passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  Motion to approve as amended passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  

D. Reading of Resolution 2025-21 to appoint Hilary Koster to the City of Easley Planning Commission.  Councilman David Jones made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Denise Davidson. There was no discussion.  Motion carried with a 6-1 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Davidson, Jones, Alexander, and Robinson in favor with Councilmember Rainey opposed.
[bookmark: _Hlk205465402]
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilwoman Denise 
Davidson, seconded by Councilman David Jones.

The meeting concluded at 7:50pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley						          
City Clerk							 
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