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Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on January 12, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Pastor Zachary Tomlinson and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written. 
Report from Council:
Ward 1: Very few complaints or problems.  Excited for the new Council, go back 50 years with Mr. Fedder.  Looking forward to it and welcome aboard.  Known Chris and April and Scott a long time.
Ward 2: Thanks to all who voted.  I look forward to being able to serve you and be a representative that you can count on.
Ward 3: Haven’t had too many complaints but the ones that have will be addressed.  Excited for the coming days, changes will be coming.
Ward 4: Deeply connected to this community.  Born and raised here.  See you all and hear you all and will serve all.  Thanks to those that supported the campaign and family and friends and offered encouragement.  To her church family and her Park Street church family while growing up.  “Let’s get it started”.
Ward 5: Welcome to new council members.  I was contacted by someone about a violation of the AUP and will move to amend the Executive Session portion of the meeting to address the concern.
Ward 6: Very excited to get the year going and serve the community.  He has the same number that he has had for a long time. Will do the best job he can and appreciate what everyone has done.
Mayor’s Message: 
Events are set to be bigger and better than ever.  UDO parameters will be tested soon as there are a lot of interests.  Welcome all new council members.  Two-year summary will be shared with the public on social media soon.  I appreciate all the support and suggestions shared with her when she is out.  
Updates on City Activity: None.
Community Announcements: None.
Citizens wishing to address City Council: 
Lisa Moore appreciates the meeting at Bagwell gymnasium for the annexation.  Ward 1 representative verbally attacked a 78-year-old citizen at the meeting.  Branching out with development should not happen before the citizen’s or community’s concerns.  Need to be more cautious with annexations.
Ginny McJunkin congratulated Ward 2, 4, and 6 council members on their success on their campaigns.  Thanked Jim Robinson for his service to the city while he served on City Council.
Kirk Porter said no one wants change and doesn’t want Mungo Homes to build homes across from his neighborhood/property but asked why anyone would want one.  He went to another Mungo Homes neighborhood and saw nice homes that were expensive.  His HOA maintains their neighborhood to look good and feels that Mungo Homes neighborhood would have similar guidelines to protect their assets.  Wants Council to consider approving those homes to not lose money over the years and have more control over what can be built.  Appreciates Mayor and Council for their work.
Dan Bracken had two clients this year with minor electrical repairs that needed to be completed.  The city requires the whole home to be brought up to code; it was told by someone in the city that it was to keep people safe but feels that it is not accurate.  Requiring repairs that families cannot afford can be detrimental to them.  
Chris Wilson is the Executive Director of The Dream Center.  Here on behalf of the program being implemented for whole health for their residents and general public that will be attending.  Lots of mental and physical health benefits are already being recognized.  The ability to have fresh eggs is another element of the curriculum.  Asking council to vote in favor so the initiative can continue.  
Keith Galloway is here to represent Rock Springs Baptist Church.  A lot of misinformation has been shared and would like to address that.  Entire campus is accessible to the general public.  Met with the developer of Shadowbrook expansion project and was aware of their intentions.  Discussed a land swap to be able to make access to the campus easier for the public and would help traffic flow more fluidly.  Church membership unanimously approved the land swap.  
Kelli Smith has lived on Hamilton Street for over 20 years in her dream home.  Water comes on her land from both directions and has been forced to replace HVAC and other projects due to flooding.  Loves her home but doesn’t want to live in fear of more storms.  Asked the City to work to divert water from her home if the annexation is approved.
John Boska is the president of Stonehurst subdivision in Ward 3.  Mr. Boska is requesting the city requires door-to-door salespeople to get permits to solicit sales.  Greenville requires peddler licenses.  It would restrict hours and make actions unlawful.
Lisa Bourean thanked Tom O’Shields for his hard work in her ward.  Welcomed all new council members and reminded all that they were elected to represent the citizens.  Is grateful to Mayor Talbert and hopes that transparency to continue.  Does not want to see fighting amongst Council and feels that all should work together.  Act as adults.  Thanks for all you do for the City of Easley.
David Weisz thinks the land swap with Rock Springs Baptist Church makes good sense.  It allows for buffers and is considerably higher that surrounding land.  Understands traffic concerns, but there would be three entrances/exits which would allow for the best option to be chosen.  
NEW RESOLUTIONS: 
Election of Mayor Pro-Tempore.  Councilman Justin Alexander nominated Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Mayor Lisa Talbert nominated Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Mayor Talbert stated that she nominated Councilman O’Shields because she feels he is the most qualified and will be voting against the nomination for Councilwoman Rainey because of alleged unresolved ethics complaints and records retention that is under investigation.  Mayor said her oath requires her to protect residents and assets and for those reasons she cannot support it.  Councilman Alexander stated his research doesn’t compare to Councilwoman Rainey’s understanding and has no concerns in her ability.  Nomination of Tom O’Shields yielded three votes with Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields and Fedder in favor.  Nomination of Donna Rainey yielded four votes with Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark and Alexander in favor.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey was elected as Mayor Pro-Tempore.

[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:
A. Second reading of Ordinance 2025-15 to rezone approximately 1.97 acres of real property located on the east side of Hamilton Street, identified as Tax Map Number 5019-11-57-8031 from General Commercial (GC) to General Residential (GR-1).  Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to deny, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Councilman Fedder said there are drainage issues at the property that is his main concern.  Mr. Fedder said there is a huge culvert that is part of the issue.  Doesn’t feel that retention ponds would address the issue due to the location of the potential development.  City Engineer Mario DiPietro said the City received a call from a citizen in that area about it being a problem at her home and will be looking into remedies hopefully within the next week but that a lot of the surrounding area is county land.  Councilwoman Clark explained that her family lives in the direct area and the current homes were built on land that her grandfather sold for Habitat for Humanity.  Pictures were shared depicting drainage issues and holes and drainpipes that were damaged.  Councilwoman Clark is not opposed to development in the area but not to that extent and needs to be designed correctly for the area.  Councilman Tom O’Shields asked about what it could be developed as General Commercial.  City Planner Corey Holycross stated that the request is for rezoning, not for a conceptual plan.  Councilwoman Rainey asked Councilwoman Clark how long flooding has occurred in the area and Councilwoman Clark said that it is an ongoing issue for decades.  Mayor Talbert asked what recourse the owners have if the rezoning is denied.  Mr. Holycross said there would probably be nothing developed.  Mr. Holycross said the developers could be asked to help finance address the drainage issues.  City Attorney Daniel Hughes stated that the applicant would have to wait one year before they could apply again for a rezoning request.  A representative with Nova Homes said they have built 6 or 7 homes in the city of Easley and care about the community.  They are committed to helping and will address run-off water and stormwater issues.  Motion to deny carried with 5-2 vote.  Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor and Mayor Talbert and Councilman O’Shields opposed.  

B. [bookmark: _Hlk215735205]Second reading of Ordinance 2025-16 to amend Section 90.35 (“Farm Animals”) of Chapter 90 (“Animals”) of Title IX (“General Regulations”) of the Easley City Code to allow limited educational and programmatic use of hens by certain nonprofit, educational, and therapeutic organizations.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to accept, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked for confirmation that this can be temporary if it doesn’t work out as proposed and Mayor Lisa Talbert expressed that the approval is for one year and the organizations must reapply annually.  Councilwoman Chris Clark added that farm animals were a big topic at planning commission meetings.  Councilwoman Clark encouraged citizens that meet the guidelines for the ordinance and have interest in chickens.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

NEW BUSINESS: Ordinance First Reading: 

A. Ordinance 2026-01 to annex approximately 0.884 acres of real property owned by WFLP, LLC, and identified as 5038-06-39-7097 into Easley City limits.  Motion to accept made by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  The owner explained that while the properties are shown as five parcels, it makes up a certain area.  Mr. Holycross, City Planner, stated referenced diagrams shown to the public and Council.  Mr. Holycross stated that this would align Rock Springs properties to one side and Mr. Weisz’s properties to the other side.  The church and apartments are good partnerships to the citizens.  Motion to approve failed with a 3-4 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields and Fedder were in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, and Alexander opposed.


B. Ordinance 2026-02 to annex approximately 17.08 acres of real property owned by Church Rock Springs Baptist Inc. and identified as 5038-06-49-4131 into Easley City limits.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to accept.  Motion not seconded.  Motion failed.

C. Ordinance 2026-03 to annex approximately 2.74 acres of real property owned by Church Rock Springs Baptist Inc. and identified as Tax Map Number 5038-06-38-9970 into Easley City limits.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to accept, seconded by Mayor Lisa Talbert.  Councilman O’Shields asked if they were going to vote against Rock Springs Church because we are anti-annexation.  A representative for Rock Springs stated that their request to continue providing services to the community.  Motion failed with a 3-4 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields and Fedder were in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, and Alexander opposed.

D. Ordinance 2026-04 to rezone approximately 0.189 acres of real property owned by Stegall Property Holding LLC and identified as Tax Map Number 5038-06-49-1499 from General Residential 2 (GR-2) to Apartments (APT).  Applicant withdrew request at this time. 

E. Ordinance 2026-05 to rezone approximately 2.00 acres of real property owned by WFLP Evermore LLC and identified as Tax Map Number 5038-06-39-6243 from General Commercial (GC) to Apartments (APT).  Applicant withdrew request at this time. 

F. Ordinance 2026-06 to amend the Unified Development Ordinance by correcting scrivener’s errors, updating parking material standards, clarifying parking regulations, consolidating permitted use tables, and correcting a tree mitigation fee calculation.  Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  Councilman Alexander asked if a parking table was to be added or was it going to be by reference and Corey Holcross stated that there was one in the UDO in section 9, he believes.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey said she would like to make an amendment for a change table to be added showing a historical record of all changes modified, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  Motion to amend carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  Motion as amended also carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  

G. Ordinance 2026-07 to amend Fiscal Year 25/26 operating budget to accept the award of $113,617 from the SC Opioid Recovery Fund and authorize the hire of a civilian opioid coordinator and make building renovations to existing space for offices for those working on the grant program.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to accept, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Officer Joshua Blinkey explained that the money is not tax dollars and is for abatement strategies.  The program brings together other aspects to help address the opioid crisis and partnering with other organizations.  Motion to approve carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

Councilman Justin made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services referred to as Project X (Section 30-4-70(a)(5)) and to receive legal advice relating contemplative claims of litigation against the City of Easley (Section 30-4-70(a)(2)) at 8:30pm, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey. All members were in favor.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields at 9:27pm.  All members were in favor.  No actions or votes were taken while in Executive Session.

[bookmark: _Hlk205465402]
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.

The meeting concluded at 9:28pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley						          
City Clerk							 
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