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Easley City Council met for a Special Called meeting on January 22, 2026, at 5:30pm in the court room of the Law Enforcement Center. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of city hall. Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL
Ginny McJunkin feels a lack of communication and understanding could possibly be remedied by reinstating the department committees.  Also feels that the AUP should be revisited and that section 11 should be removed so as not to infringe on anyone’s first amendment rights.
Kandy Kelly would like to address funding the parking lot for the playground.  There is already a limited number of parking spaces for the downtown area.  This can be inclusive for everyone.  Never thought the Council would support defunding the police.  The funding was already unanimously approved.  I worked for the County for 24 years.  The County was hacked and this would make the city system safer and more secure.  The county’s interest is to control the city.  What has Pickens County done for the city in the past?  
Dana McConnell lives in Easley and is asking Council to repeal Ordinance 2026-08.  Ms. McConnell works with families with children with developmental delays.  An inclusive playground cannon be accessible without accessible parking.  Families invest in areas with accessibility for everyone including parks and areas for all.  
Alex Warren is a member of the Planning Commission.  Feels that the question needs to be asked of why staff are hired if their guidance is not considered.  Budgets built on yesterday’s finances no longer work today.  Moratorium and requests to build have crippled the revenue stream coming into Easley.  
Grant Hollis feels that all seven members of Council are committed to transparency.  Seems to be some lack of transparency in having a special-called meeting regarding funds outside of a regular meeting.  Ordinances do not elude where the funds will be going and will hopefully be amended or revised to provide explanation.  
David Desrosiers is glad to see the support of the community for the inclusive playground.  Knows a lot about having issues with parking.  More parking is important not only for the playground but for the Doodle Trail and downtown consumers.  Is excited to work together to grow with Easley and make downtown the best place to be.
Sallie Robinson questions why the funding requests are being considered after having previously been approved.  Feels that special-called meetings are alarming.  The playground will be funded by donations, and the parking lot is needed and shows city support.  Everyone can work together to make the community.
Motion to amend the agenda to include weather for council discussion made by Councilman Justin Alexander, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
NEW BUSINESS: Ordinance First Reading:
A. Ordinance 2026-08 to rescind Ordinance 2025-12 that was authorizing the purchase of IT equipment for the police department due to duplication of services.  Motion to deny made by Councilman Justin Alexander, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Councilwoman Chris Clark stated that they were here to seek solutions to issues that were raised before three of the current council were in office.  The meeting is not about debating projects but understanding the allocation of taxpayer’s dollars.  A responsibility of Council is to ensure the budget is appropriate and transparent.  The purpose was not to remove something but to gain clarification by asking questions.  The agenda did not clearly express this.  The goal is to ensure taxes are applied fairly.  Affordability needs to be considered.  The meeting is not about exclusion or taking anything away.  Councilman Bob Fedder asked Police Chief Brandon Liner to speak.  Councilman Fedder said he was under the impression that this was a duplication of services but is not sure if that is the case.  Police Chief Brandon Liner said the current IT system is older and needs to be updated.  Chief Liner explained the need for dispatch services with IT to be in-house and protected.  Chief Liner said he would much rather have the money to go to his staff, but this is the greater need.  Mayor Talbert asked if some of the funds are for a generator and Chief Liner said that a generator is needed and would help the 911 system continue to run during inclement weather.  Councilman Alexander asked for issue that the current system has caused.  Chief Liner said there have been several situations where information is accessible from agents from other agencies which is a violation of SLED.  Liability must be protected to make sure protected information isn’t in the wrong hands.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked for confirmation that the approval before was not for a server and Chief Liner said that it was for all IT upgrades and needs.  Councilwoman Chris Clark said she reached out to Billy Gibson with Pickens County and would like to see their presentation for services and would like to hear also from Jordan Anderson who is the IT Director for the City of Easley to ensure there is not a duplication of services offered.  Councilwoman Clark is not questioning 911 or response but would like to hear from Pickens County on their county dispatch headquarters that will be completed in May 2026.  Chief Liner said no one from the City of Easley was involved in discussions on the County dispatch center.  Chief Liner asked Pickens County Sheriff Tommy Blankenship if this is a duplication of services and was told no.  Chief Liner explained that when a call comes in it goes directly to Easley dispatchers who handle the call response.  The main function is to make sure there is not a potential breach.  Councilwoman Clark said that she has a letter from Mr. Roper and Mr. Gibson that is selling it as an effort to work together.  Chief Liner said if Easley’s dispatch is given to the County, then the city will never be able to get it back and will lose our dispatchers.  This would require Chief Liner to hire Jailers, which would cost more than the cost of the dispatcher’s salaries.  Sheriff Blankenship said that his signature nor opinion is on the letter and there is no agreement between PCSO and the County Administration to house PCSO’s dispatch in the new facility.  Mayor Talbert said that she’s understanding that as it being best for the City to have their own dispatch center and Sheriff Blankenship said he cautions to take the advice of the experts who have spent their career in Law Enforcement for their adult life.  Councilman Tom O’Shields asked how much the County would cost the City year after year.  Councilman O’Shields also said it appears that the County of Pickens would like to run every city in the county and he overheard at MASC training that it appears SCDOT wants to do the same and not maintain state roads with the cities.  Money won’t be saved and control will be lost.  Better hold on to authority that the city has now before it is gone forever.  IT Director Jordan Anderson said that there have been many meetings with the County to try to work an agreement out to no avail.  Mr. Anderson stated that the City is responsible for making sure that all data is protected without access to see who has the ability to see it.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey made a motion to table the motion to hear from Mr. Gibson, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  There was no discussion.  Motion to table passed with a 4-3 vote.  Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, and Fedder were in favor with Mayor Talbert and Councilmembers O’Shields and Alexander opposed.

B. Ordinance 2026-09 to repeal the approval of a capital expenditure in the amount of $130,000 for a parking lot, previously approved under line item 73-000-710-000.  Motion to deny made by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Mayor Lisa Talbert.  Mayor Talbert asked who wrote the ordinance and Councilwoman Rainey said she put in a request for the ordinance but did not write it.  Councilman Alexander asked if the objection is the funding source, the specific line item.  Councilwoman Rainey said this was allocated to a line item in the Transportation impact fees.  Councilwoman Rainey said according to the Impact Fees act for the State of SC transportation funds cannot be spent on anything other than roads, streets, or bridges.  A parking lot has already been funded by impact fees in the past.  Her objection is to where it comes from.  Councilwoman Rainey said she believe the city needs to honor the law and not spend transportation funds on a parking lot.  It is needed but should not be funded by those funds.  Parks and Recreation Director Christman Short said she doesn’t see where the money coming from that line item is not in accordance with the city’s ordinance but that the Finance Director could be more versed in that.  Mrs. Short asked for clarity on where the funds would come from if they were reallocated since line items already have funds for approved projects.  Councilman O’Shields asked for a timeline on when the playground would be constructed.  Mrs. Short said she can’t answer the question fully because the funds are raised for the playground.  Councilman O’Shields read the meaning of transparency and said he prefers the word “honesty”.  Councilman O’Shields asked for the timeline on constructing the parking lot and it was explained that the other departments that have inventory in the location have until March 1 to remove it before the RFP goes out.  Planned timeline is April-May.  Councilman O’Shields asked if Ralph Herden could find some way to move funds around to make the $130,000 available.  Mr. Herden stated he couldn’t move the funds without a directive from an ordinance.  City Attorney Daniel Hughes said it seems premature without enough information to decide.  Mr. Hughes said that it seems a good option to refer it to next month’s Work Session and that a reallocation may not be needed.  Councilwoman Rainey asked how that would affect Ms. Short’s timeline and it was explained that it would leave the funds where they are currently and shouldn’t disrupt the timeline.  Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to refer to Work Session, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Motion to refer to Work Session carried with a 6-1 vote.  All councilmembers were in favor with Mayor Talbert opposed.  

COUNCIL DISCUSSION

A. Social media policy.  Councilwoman Rainey explained that Mr. Hughes drafted the policy.  Councilwoman Rainey stated that she and Councilwoman Searcy spoke with MASC Attorney Eric Shytle and she sent a request for him to also send the drafted social media policy that he wrote.  Mr. Hughes explained that the draft policy is not meant to curtail criticism, but the purpose is to create rules to govern for comments on the city-ran social media pages.  Adoption of social media policies is just to keep inappropriate comments at bay.  Councilwoman Rainey asked if the policy is for employees, Council, or both.  Mr. Hughes explained that it is only for the city pages.  IT Director Anderson gave information on who monitors each of those pages.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked if this is unconnected to the AUP and was told that it was not connected at all.  Councilman Alexander asked where the process was on bringing the ordinance back to Council on the AUP.  Mr. Hughes said he had been presented with a proposed draft from Mr. Fedder and Mr. Alexander but has not received direction from Council to work on it.  Councilman Alexander asked Mayor Talbert if it would be appropriate to ask that it be placed on the agenda and Mayor Talbert said that it could be.  

B. Weather.  Councilman Justin Alexander said he saw the city’s website and social media page has information on the upcoming weather.  Councilman Alexander stated he was asked by a constituent if the city has a long-term written inclement weather plan or policy and Mayor Talbert said there’s a statement of support.  Councilman Alexander asked if there is a proactive effort to find the unhoused and Police Chief Liner said he personally went around looking to pass information on to those members of the community.  Councilman Alexander also asked if there is a plan to de-ice the TIF district and Public Works Director Eddie Fortner stated that brine and salt were given to the city to address sidewalks and roads in the downtown area.  
 
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn by Councilman O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.
The meeting concluded at 6:52pm.									

								_________________________
								Mayor Lisa Talbert

ATTEST:

____________________________
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk
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