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City Council Meeting
February 9, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on February 9, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Finance Director Ralph Herden and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as amended. 
Report from Council:
Ward 1: Had more phone calls after last month’s meeting than he has received in the last two years.  Mostly from Rock Springs Church members and leadership.  Folks were very disappointed.  Also talked to a young man who said something very profound in that there is a lifestyle battle between city residents and county residents.  County people are trying to tell City people what is best.  City Councilmembers should represent the City of Easley.  Voter turnout is not high.  
Ward 2: Extends a sincere thank you to first responders and Public Works for their work during the recent winter weather.  Personal recognition to her husband Scott in assisting responders on a fallen tree and other weather concerns.  Reached out to Neal Collins about potholes on Powdersville Road.  Thanks again to all in keeping the community safe.
Ward 3: Thanks to first responders and Public Works on their hard work during the winter weather recently.
Ward 4: Thanks to first responders and Public Works during the back-to-back weather situations.  Discussed several issues for Ward 4 at the recent goal setting session and will have more information for the residents as the budget process continues.  Asked citizens to reach out to her on her council page on Facebook or directly because she doesn’t have a laptop due to not signing the AUP.  A recent poll on social media asking about annexation requests yielded over 95% against annexations.  Thank you to all who took the time to call and not vilify without all the information.
Ward 5: Thanked Mayor Talbert for spearheading the efforts for the winter weather storm.  The City did a great job and it was really appreciated.
Ward 6: Thanks to police, fire, and road crews for their quick response.  Easley cleaned up much faster than other surrounding areas.
Mayor’s Message: 
Two major winter weather events since the last meeting and the City of Easley team did a phenomenal job addressing that.  ECU also deserves appreciation for their response and communication.  Extended condolences to Jim Robinson’s family on the loss of his mother and condolences to the family of David Sudduth who served with the Easley Police for over 20 years.  
Community Announcements: None.
Citizens wishing to address City Council:
Sherrie Pawley lives in Northview subdivision.  Constitutes around 500 voters and have been working over the past year to make sure they meet the criteria to have their roads accepted.  Have been involved in the community and an Adopt-a-Pot volunteer to help beautify the area and would like the support of Council.
Venessa Giles is speaking on her daughter’s behalf.  Was disappointed in the last meeting not rezoning a property.  Doesn’t understand why the developer stating they would address known issues and staff saying they don’t have the money to remedy the problem was ignored.  Thinks that Council should consider staff recommendations more and do more research before voting if needed.  The Code Enforcers are helping to clean up the community.  
Rick Tate thanked all in office for their service.  Supports first responders.  It is his understanding that the County is now offering a free service, access, and equipment but the City wants to bypass the free and have their own without using the other.  His family has been around for over 200 years and is deeply rooted in the community.  City vs County and polls was discussed and the percentage for Ward 2 and 4 was around 70/30.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:
A. Ordinance 2026-06 to amend the Unified Development Ordinance by correcting Scrivener’s errors, updating parking material standards, clarifying parking regulations, consolidating permitted use tables, correcting a tree mitigation fee calculation, and adding a change table.  Councilwoman April Searcy made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

B. Ordinance 2026-07 to amend Fiscal Year 25/26 operating budget to accept the award of $113,617 from the SC Opioid Recovery Fund and authorize the hire of a civilian opioid coordinator and make building renovations to existing space for offices for those working on the grant program.  Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman April Searcy.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

NEW BUSINESS: First Reading:
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]A. Ordinance 2026-08 to rescind Ordinance 2025-12 due to duplication of services and to amend the Easley budget.  Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to postpone until Pickens County and City of Easley can discuss an intergovernmental agreement on the matter, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilman Justin Alexander stated that no one on Council has any inclination to defund the police.  All of council have respect and support for the police.  This is a complex issue and is only to ensure fiscal responsibility and to keep our City safe.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

B. Ordinance 2026-09 to repeal the approval of a Capital Expenditure in the amount of one hundred thirty thousand dollars ($130,000) for a parking lot previously approved under line item 73-000-710-000 and to amend the City budget accordingly.  Remained tabled.

C. Ordinance 2026-10 amending the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), Chapter 5, Article 5.5, Section 5.5.1, and Chapter 12, Article 12.1, Table of Permitted Uses, to establish the Parks (PK) Zoning District and designate parks and open spaces as a permitted use.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  City Administrator called on City Planner Corey Holycross for details.  Mr. Holycross stated the purpose is to identify the parks and make maps more readable.  This will allow parks to be noticed easily when maps are referenced.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

D. Ordinance 2026-11 amending the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance to adopt a recommended tree and plant list.  Councilwoman April Searcy made a motion to accept, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  City Planner Corey Holycross explained that this list would be given to developers with a list of native plants that would be recommended for vegetation.  This would be taking over the placeholder in the UDO.  Councilwoman April Searcy commended the Planning Commission for their hard work on compiling the list.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

E. Ordinance 2026-12 to amend FY25/26 Operating Budget to accept the award of $120,000 from the US Department of Transportation for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Kelly Green with Bolton and Mink spoke on behalf of the grant program and gave details on what they would do to engage the community and compile data to create a comprehensive list of areas that might be causing issues.  This list could then be taken used to apply for other grants to address.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

NEW RESOLUTIONS:
A. Resolution 2026-02 to appoint Ginny McJunkin to the City of Easley Planning Commission.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Ginny McJunkin spoke about how she is a life-long member of the City of Easley and has attended meetings regularly.  She is very excited to be helpful to the Planning Commission and hopes that citizens attend those meetings so members can hear their opinions and ideas.  Councilman Justin Alexander said he has consistently seen Ms. McJunkin at the meetings and feel that the commission will be well-served.  Councilwoman April Searcy looks forward to working with Ginny.  Mayor Talbert said that the lack of participation from the public is concerning.  There aren’t a lot of applications received when seats are vacant.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

B. Resolution 2026-03 reaffirming the City of Easley’s commitment to the 2022 Comprehensive Plan and directing that all actions and policies be aligned with its goals and objectives.  Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.


[bookmark: _Hlk213338390][bookmark: _Hlk215749049]C. Resolution 2026-04 to accept certain roads from Olive Street, LLC, into the City of Easley roads network.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  

D. Resolution 2026-05 to amend the Acceptable Use Policy for City of Easley Elected Officials regarding the use of City Information Systems.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman April Searcy.  Councilwoman Chris Clark said that she has total respect for Daniel Hughes, City Attorney, but has an issue with the policy for it has never been a policy for the City of Easley.  No elected official has ever signed one so she may not be able to check her city email address, but she can be reached on social media.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey made a motion to amend by striking the last sentence in Section 11, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Motion to amend carried with a 5-2 vote with Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor and Mayor Talbert and Councilman O’Shields opposed.  Councilwoman Chris Clark said that she would be voting on the amended AUP because she does agree that the removed portions are relevant.  Motion to approve as amended carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.


EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to enter Executive Session for discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public body referred to as Project X. (Section 30-4-70((a)(5)), seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields at 7:50pm.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields at 8:54pm.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  No votes were taken while in Executive Session.



With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.

The meeting concluded at 8:55pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley						          
City Clerk							 
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