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City of Easley
Work Session
March 9, 2026

1.  CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Lisa Talbert called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.  All members were present.

2. AGENDA ITEMS:
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A. Second reading of Ordinance 2026-10 amending the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), Chapter 5, Article 5.5, Section 5.5.1, and Chapter 12, Article 12.1, Table of Permitted Uses, to establish the Parks (PK) Zoning District and designate parks and open spaces as a permitted use.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked if there was a public hearing and City Planner said there was two months ago at the Planning Commission meeting.

B. Second reading of Ordinance 2026-11 amending the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance to adopt a recommended tree and plant list.  There was no discussion.

C. Second reading of Ordinance 2026-12 to amend FY25/26 Operating Budget to accept the award of $120,000 from the US Department of Transportation for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant and authorize the in-kind match contribution of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000).  Councilwoman Chris Clark asked Finance Director Ralph Herden for clarification on where the funds will be shown.  Mr. Herden said it would come from salaries in General Fund and be moved to the line item in the grants fund to show the in-kind match.  City Administrator Tom Couch explained that this is the planning grant which would identify streets where an additional grant would be applied for funds to address those found with this grant.

D. First reading of Ordinance 2026-13 to rezone approximately 0.56 acres located at 300 Pope Field Road, Easley, SC, identified as Parcel ID 5018-12-97-9461, from General Residential 2 (GR-2) to Neighborhood Commercial (NC).  Councilman Tom O’Shields asked if this was for the flower shop.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked if there were permits issued for the accessory buildings.  Planner Corey Holycross said that Building Codes could look to see if there were any permits issued in the past.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey asked if there were permits issued for a fence and driveway repair.  The driveway repair would not need a permit, and a fence would be applied for through Stormwater, and he was not aware of one and said it would be investigated.  Councilwoman Rainey asked question about the timeline and why it has taken so long to come before Council and had delays.  The attorney for the applicant said that he was told that the restricted declaration was under consideration of the public.  The owner is actively restricting their own property to appease the situation.  Councilwoman Chris Clark asked what the hours would be and was told 9a-5p Mondays through Fridays and 9a-1p on Saturdays.  Councilwoman Rainey said she has concerns with the width of Atlantic Avenue and traffic flowing through.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked if the building would be their residence and was told that it would be used only for the flower shop.  Councilwoman Rainey asked City Attorney Daniel Hughes his opinion on an Attorney General’s provision on conditional zoning.  A neighbor said this constitutes spot zoning and the deed restriction still allows other uses under the zoning designation.  This will negatively affect property values in her opinion.  Applicant’s attorney disagreed with the neighbor and said the applicants are willing to adjust their restriction to meet Council’s request to represent that and agree to meet parameters on signage, lighting, etc. to not disturb the neighborhood.

[bookmark: _Hlk213338390][bookmark: _Hlk215749049]E. First reading of Ordinance 2026-14 to amend the UDO by adding Section 7.10.07, Flexible Review District (FRD), and amending Section 5.5, Zoning Districts, to formally establish the Flexible Review District zoning classification.  Councilwoman Rainey asked if the Planning Commission had heard this request and Mr. Holycross said discussed in the last meeting.  Councilwoman Rainey asked about it being in the last Zoning Ordinance and not being included in the current UDO.  Councilwoman Rainey said she understands a need for standards should the home perish but doesn’t feel like it should be used as a future zoning designation.  Mr. Holycross said that he feels that FRD was abused in the past but can be a resourceful tool when done correctly, which is why he rewrote the classification.  

F. Resolution 2026-06 to appoint George Gramblin to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  Applicant withdrew his consideration.  

G. Resolution 2026-07 to appoint Lucas Durham to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  There was no discussion.

H. Resolution 2026-08 to appoint Alex Hensley to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  Councilman Justin Alexander asked when the last meeting was and was told that it was around the summer of 2025.  Mr. Hensley said he is a Civil Engineer by trade and is familiar with the process of ZBA and being involved in his community.  He’s excited to serve the City in this capacity.

I. Resolution 2026-09 to provide a work environment free of recognized hazards and support policies and procedures to protect city employees, private and public property, and the public.  Mr. Couch explained that this is at request of our insurance company to save money on premiums.  

3. COUNCIL DISCUSSION:

A. No one other than city employees, volunteers, or elected officials should be allowed inside the gated portion of the chambers before, during or after a planned Council, Planning Commission, BZA, or other such meeting.  Councilman Bob Fedder said that he has received comments from citizens that felt that individuals being behind the gated area was a conflict of interest.  There was discussion on safety concerns and an example of signage that can be posted to deter was shown.

B. Employee Dress Code.  There was discussion on citizens stating that they have entered city-owned buildings before and not known who an employee was due to attire.  Attire that is business causal was considered and badges that are more easily read were mentioned as a concern.

C. Adoption of an ordinance regulating peddlers/solicitors.  Stonehurst Plantation HOA President John Boska said he would like to see a City Ordinance addressing peddlers/solicitors like City of Greenville.  Mayor Lisa Talbert asked how Greenville would enforce a violation.  Councilman O’Shields asked about Jehovah’s Witnesses or trick-or-treaters.  Councilman Alexander asked if this could be considered a safety policy.  Councilman Alexander asked police for their opinion.  Police Chief Brandon Liner said if someone is asked to leave and doesn’t then they are then trespassing, which would be a police matter.  Attorney Daniel Hughes said he has drafted an ordinance for another municipality and saw it as more of a public safety concern.  Mr. Herden stated that he would prefer it to stay in the business license category if created.  

4. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to enter Executive Session, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey at 6:23pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Mayor-Council discussed the employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline, or release of an employee regulated by a public body or the appointment of a person to a public body. (Section 30-4-70 (a)(1).  No votes or action were taken.

Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander at 6:37pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
		

With no other business, Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  The meeting concluded at 6:37pm.


								_________________________________
								Mayor Lisa Talbert
ATTEST:


_________________________________
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk
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