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City Council Meeting
March 9, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on March 9, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Maintenance Director Adam Gallant and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as amended. 
Report from Council:
Ward 1: No phone calls, complaints, or suggestions over the past month.
Ward 2: A few stormwater drainage issues reported on Sheffield and Meadow Ridge.  Appreciates the department looking into this.  Thanks to citizens for reaching out with city concerns.  Thanks everyone for their time during the recent budget retreat.
Ward 3: Has serious concerns in her ability to act as a Councilmember on behalf of the citizens she represents due to restrictions by administration.  Delays in requests have raised concerns.  Transparency in government affirms access to public information but when procedures are not consistent it makes exercising authority difficult.  Public involvement is essential.
Ward 4: Now has access to city email address since purchasing an iPad for that purpose.  Keep information coming as it will be communicated back with departments that are it affects.
Ward 5: A particular item on the agenda that was discussed in Work Session.  Please pray for wisdom for Council and that things go as God’s will.
Ward 6: Only one road comment this past month.  Visited Fire Station 2 recently.  The City has a lot of good employees who are proud of the work they do. 
Mayor’s Message: Thank you to the Sunshine House of Easley for their invitation to read to the children.  Staff members were wonderful.  Our Administrator, Finance Director, and department heads have been working on the upcoming budget and presented on that recently.  Will be attending a conference this month that will be hopefully beneficial for Easley.  Spring Fling will be coming up in April.
Updates on City Activity: 
Tom Couch thanked city staff for their hard work on the upcoming budget.
Awards were presented for the following:
-Adopt-a-Pot Volunteers
-SC 2025 Athletic Department of the Year 
-SC 2025 Park Excellence Award for Brushy Creek Greenway
-SC Parks & Recreation Association Young Professional of the Year Award to Christman Short
-United Way of Pickens County Distinguished Service Award to Chief Brad Owen
Community Announcements: None.
Citizens wishing to address City Council:
Joyce Sweetman lives in Liberty, owns a flower shop in Easley.  Encourages people to reach out to her for their services because she loves Easley and servicing the community.
Robert Sweetman loves his wife and the joy she finds in creating flowers for the community.
Kent Dykes, long-time Easley resident.  Met with Senator Rex Rice around six years ago about the traffic issues at Crestview and Sheffield which was a 4-way stop at that time.  Senator Rice was able to assist with getting a roundabout installed which has made traffic a non-issue.  The appearance could be approved by planting wildflowers in the interior of the roundabout.  Feels this should be a scenic gateway into the city limits and is requesting that the City either contact SCDOT about enhancing the center or assume responsibility for the landscaping.
Carter Massingill represents Joyce and Robert Sweetman who have an item on the agenda for rezoning.  Their current landlord did not maintain repairs and so they purchased a property on Pope Field Road to move their business to a more downtown location.  Feels the application is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
Kimberly Waldera owns property across from the rezoning request.  Urge Council and City Attorney to review aspects of the application, procedure, to ensure they are legal and appropriate.  The deed restriction is not final and only a draft.
Michael Corso reached out many times to the City via email due to concerns.  Public Works was finally able to assist with the issues.  Feels that all city issued emails should be mandated to respond within 24 hours.  Inclement weather plans regarding snow and ice should be created if not already in place.
Ginny McJunkin congratulated Christman and Parks & Recreation department.  Encourages all to vote for Lucas Durham for the appointment to the ZBA.  Urges Mayor and Council to hold themselves accountable for a level of decorum.
Grant Hollis was happy to see all the awards for the City and it being represented well.  Asked Mayor and Council to remember their authority is a responsibility than an opportunity.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:
A. Ordinance 2026-10 amending the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), Chapter 5, Article 5.5, Section 5.5.1, and Chapter 12, Article 12.1, Table of Permitted Uses, to establish the Parks (PK) Zoning District and designate parks and open spaces as a permitted use.  Motion to approve made by Councilman Bob Fedder, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

B. Ordinance 2026-11 amending the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance to adopt a recommended tree and plant list.  Motion to approve made by Councilman April Searcy, seconded by Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

C. Ordinance 2026-12 to amend FY25/26 Operating Budget to accept the award of $120,000 from the US Department of Transportation for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant with in-kind donation.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

NEW BUSINESS: First Reading:
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]A. Ordinance 2026-13 to rezone approximately 0.56 acres located at 300 Pope Field Road, Easley, SC, identified as Parcel ID 5018-12-97-9461, from General Residential 2 (GR-2) to Neighborhood Commercial (NC).  Motion to accept made by Councilman Justin Alexander, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey thinks it is great that someone wants to open a flower shop but feels this is the wrong location being that it is in a residential area.  Councilman Bob Fedder will be voting in favor like his predecessor to allow for more time to research.  Councilman Justin Alexander agreed with Councilman Fedder’s stance on keeping it alive while details can be investigated further.  Motion carried with a 6-1 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Searcy, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder voted in favor with Councilmember Rainey opposed.

B. First reading of Ordinance 2026-14 to amend the UDO by adding Section 7.10.07, Flexible Review District (FRD), and amending Section 5.5, Zoning Districts, to formally establish the Flexible Review District zoning classification.  Motion to approve made by Councilman Bob Fedder, seconded by Councilwoman April Searcy.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried with a 5-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Searcy, Clark, and Fedder voted in favor with Councilmembers Rainey and Alexander opposed.

NEW RESOLUTIONS:
[bookmark: _Hlk213338390][bookmark: _Hlk215749049]A. Resolution 2026-06 to appoint George Gramblin to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  Applicant withdrew his application for consideration.  

B. Resolution 2026-07 to appoint Lucas Durham to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion to approve by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

C. Resolution 2026-08 to appoint Alex Hensley to the City of Easley Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion to approve by Councilwoman April Searcy, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.

D. Resolution 2026-09 to provide a work environment free of recognized hazards and support policies and procedures to protect city employees, private and public property, and the public.  Councilwoman April Searcy made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  City Administrator Tom Couch explained that this resolution is to assist with a savings on insurance premiums at the request of our insurance provider.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  

With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.

The meeting concluded at 8:04pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley						          
City Clerk							 
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