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Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on May 11, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Pastor David Gallamore and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
A public hearing regarding the proposed City of Easley FY26/27 Operating Budget where Finance Director Ralph Herden gave a presentation on the budget proposal.  One citizen inquired about fund transfer authority.  They also questioned the credit card recovery fee, seeking clarity on how the fee would cover employee costs given merchant fees. The response explained that the average fee was 3.25%, applied to millions in transactions, potentially generating enough revenue to fund an employee.
Minutes were approved as written.
Report from Council: 
Ward 1: Ward 1 is still in good shape.  This is National Police Week, speak to them if you see them.
Ward 2: EPD installed signage for speeding and seems to be assisting.  Also reported on speeding concerns on Brush Creek Road and ongoing efforts to address abandoned homes and property upkeep.
Ward 3: Spoke with a citizen who had issue on a roadway that needs more police attention.  Pickens County Planning Commission is hearing about a large complex in the County that could be putting more traffic onto/into city limits.  
Ward 4: Working hard for citizens of Ward 4.  Lights are on at Miracle Hill shopping center area.  New project in the Alice Mills community that will be exciting to share.  Special thank-you to Major Jon Hamby on traffic concern.  Hope all had a good month and are getting ready for summer. 
Ward 5: Had requests for two traffic studies that were sent to the City Administrator.  City staff and Council have been working hard on the budget and is glad to see no millage increase and the Olive Street roundabout is still being included.
Ward 6: A citizen who spoke last month about building concerns was considered over the last month and hopefully her concerns have been calmed.  Speeding issues in Ward 6.
Mayor’s Message: Offered a tribute to mothers and mother figures in the community, emphasizing their vital role in strengthening families and the city. She also thanked Parks and Recreation staff and volunteers for a successful farmers market launch, encouraging community participation.
Updates on City Activity: Thanks to Ralph and all departments for their assistance working with the budget proposal.  A Financial Analyst accepted a job offer and will begin working with the City on June 1.
Community Announcements: Performance preview of the upcoming show by Foothills Playhouse.
Citizens wishing to address City Council: None. 
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading: None.
NEW BUSINESS: First Reading: 
A. Ordinance 2026-15 to rezone the property located at 1098 S. Pendleton Street, Easley, SC, identified as Parcel 5018-08-98-1206, from General Residential 2 (GR-2) to General Commercial (GC).  Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried with a unanimous 7-0 vote.
B. Ordinance 2026-16 to provide for the adoption of a city annual operating budget, its execution and effect, for the fiscal period July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey voiced opposition, citing insufficient expenditure detail to fulfill fiduciary duties and enable informed public participation. She criticized the executive administration for failing to present a complete, transparent, and reviewable budget, arguing that approving a $40 million budget based on broad summaries undermined accountability and public trust. Mayor Lisa Talbert and Councilman Justin Alexander supported the budget’s first reading, citing extensive prior meetings, workshops, and review opportunities. They expressed confidence in the preparation and encouraged moving forward with the process, with the understanding that more detailed information would be provided before the second reading. Councilwoman April Searcy echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the need for transparency but supporting the initial approval to allow further review.  Motion carried with a 5-2 vote.  Councilmembers O’Shields, Searcy, Alexander, Fedder and Mayor Talbert in favor with Councilmembers Rainey and Clark opposed.
Ordinance 2026-17 to authorize a franchise agreement.  Councilwoman Donna Rainey made a motion to table, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Motion carried with a unanimous 7-0 vote to table until next month when a public hearing will be held.
Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to place adoption of council rules and procedures on upcoming agenda, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey. The mayor and council debated the issue of council authority over agenda setting, with differing views on governance and public involvement.  The motion failed with a 5-2 vote.  Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Councilmember O’Shields and Mayor Talbert opposed.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]NEW RESOLUTIONS: None.
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman April Searcy.


The meeting concluded at 8:02pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk						          				 
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