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Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on June 8, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of 
the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The 
agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City 

Clerk, served as the recording secretary. 

 

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

The invocation was given by Ron Winegard and was immediately followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

A public hearing was opened for Ordinance 2026-17 regarding a proposed franchise 
agreement/franchise fee for Wire 3, LLC; no public speakers addressed the item at that time. 

Minutes were approved as written. 

Report from Council:  

Ward 6: Raised concerns from Old Market Square business owners about parking during large 
events and mentioned recurring speeding complaints and concerns about the appearance of the 
post office property. 

Ward 5: Recognized Juneteenth and noted public feedback on the proposed agenda ordinance, 
including a message urging peace. 

Ward 4: Emphasized listening to Ward 4 residents, responsible budgeting without a millage 
increase, downtown business support, public Wi-Fi, paving projects, and contingency budget 
use. 

Ward 3: Reported concerns about street parking in new developments blocking stop signs and 
visibility. 

Ward 2: Acknowledged emails for and against the proposed ordinance and reminded residents 
about the July 3 and 4 downtown Fourth of July celebration. 

Ward 1: Reported substantial constituent opposition to the ordinance and stated he would vote 
against it. 
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Mayor’s Message: Congratulated graduates, highlighted Camp iRock, American Legion Post 52 
baseball events, farmers market, kids’ events, Camp GreenWave, summer concerts, Fourth of 
July activities, and encouraged residents to vote. 

Updates on City Activity: The City Administrator encouraged voting, shared Fourth of July 
event details, noted an extended fireworks display, and introduced new financial analyst Sarah 
Duffy. 

Finance Director reported that real property tax, business license revenue, and permit revenue 
were expected to come in over budget, while local option sales tax may be slightly under budget. 
The city was reported to have approximately $17 million in cash, with recent collections 
including about $2 million in business licenses, $4.3 million in property taxes, and an expected 
$2.5 million insurance tax payment. The city also paid off a bond and sold West End Hall. 

Citizens wishing to address City Council:  

Antoinette Castle: Opposed changing the form of government and requested council vote against 
the ordinance, table it, or put it to referendum. 

Ginny McJunkin: Supported the ordinance, stating it does not transfer administrative authority or 
change the form of government, but creates a transparent process for council-requested agenda 
items. 

Gwinn O’Shields: Opposed the ordinance, arguing council already has ways to bring items 
forward and that the proposal shifts agenda authority away from the chief administrative officer. 

Kandy Kelly: Opposed Ordinance 2026-18 and asked council to reconsider and revise it to 
include the mayor more clearly. 

Seth Hunter: Opposed the ordinance and urged council and the mayor to improve 
communication, set the ordinance aside, and seek unity. 

Lynn Crush: Urged council and the community to pursue peace, build bridges, and work together 
for the city. 

Gary Hinton: Thanked the city for support of American Legion baseball and encouraged 
residents to vote. 

Cathey Rampey: Opposed the ordinance, saying the current system has served the city well and 
asking council to vote against it. 

Andi Hendricks: Urged council to leave personal feelings aside, listen to one another, and avoid 
misinformation about the ordinance. 

Rick Tate: Supported the ordinance, citing history of Easley’s form of government and argued 
the ordinance does not change the form of government but guarantees public concerns can be 
discussed. 

Angela Jordan: Opposed amending the ordinance, stating council should not have administrative 
duties and asking why residents could not vote on the matter by referendum. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading:  

Ordinance 2026-15 to rezone parcel located at 1098 S. Pendleton Street, Easley, SC, identified as 
Parcel ID 5018-08-98-1206, from General Residential 2 (GR-2) to General Commercial (GC).  
Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin 
Alexander.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote. 

Ordinance 2026-16 to provide for the adoption of a city annual operating budget, its execution 
and effect, for the fiscal period July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  Councilman Tom O’Shields 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Budget maintains current 
millage rate with no property tax increase.  Includes funding for additional Flock camera 
technology for law enforcement. Discussion occurred regarding: Long-term personnel costs, 
growth in staffing levels, infrastructure funding and sustainability, and future planning and 
operational efficiencies.  Mayor and Councilmembers acknowledged strong financial 
performance and the effort involved in producing a balanced budget. Council praised the balanced 
budget, strong financial performance, and staff efforts during the budget process.  The Mayor 
noted staffing additions in planning and building departments addressed growth needs and 
reduced reliance on costly third-party inspections.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote. 

Ordinance 2026-18 to amend Chapter 30 (“City Council”) of Title III (“Administration”) of the 
Easley City Code.  Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to accept, seconded by 
Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to amend Section 
30.05(B) to strike the word, “date”, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Motion to amend 
carried with a 5-2 vote with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor and 
Mayor Talbert and Councilmember O’Shields opposed.  Councilman Justin Alexander made a 
motion to amend Section 30.24(B) to add the words, “and Mayor”, seconded by Councilman 
Bob Fedder.  Motion to amend carried with a 4-3 vote with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, 
Alexander, and Fedder in favor and Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers Rainey and O’Shields 
opposed.  Council discussed whether the ordinance changes Easley's form of government, 
whether agenda-setting authority is administrative or procedural, the role of the Mayor, Council, 
and City Administrator in agenda preparation, transparency and public notice requirements, and 
potential future implications of the ordinance.  Councilmembers reported consultation with MASC 
representatives. According to guidance received: State law is silent regarding who prepares meeting 
agendas.  Municipal councils have authority to establish agenda procedures through their rules.  
Similar provisions exist in other municipalities.  The ordinance does not constitute a change in 
form of government.  Councilmembers reported feedback received from the Attorney General's Office 
indicating: They found no indication that the ordinance diminishes the mayor’s authority, and 
they did not believe the ordinance changes the City's form of government.  Copies of both are 
attached.  Council Positions were split.  Supporters stated the ordinance increases transparency, it 
ensures matters supported by three council members reach the agenda, it does not transfer 
administrative authority.  Opponents stated the ordinance is unnecessary, existing procedures 
have functioned effectively, it creates opportunities for future abuse and shifts established 
authority.  Motion to approve as amended carried with a 5-2 vote.  Councilmembers Searcy, 
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Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor and Mayor Talbert and Councilmember O’Shields 
opposed.   

NEW BUSINESS: First Reading:  

A. Ordinance 2026-17 to authorize a franchise agreement.  Motion to approve made by 
Councilmember Bob Fedder, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Staff explained that 
Wire 3 seeks authorization to install fiber infrastructure within city rights-of-way and provide 
telecommunications services.  Additional permit reviews will occur prior to construction activity.  
Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.   

NEW RESOLUTIONS: None. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to amend adding a discussion on a personnel matter 
(Section 30-4-70(a)(1)), seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  Motion to amend carried 
unanimously with a 7-0 vote. 

Motion to enter Executive Session for the two discussion matters made by Councilman Bob 
Fedder, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  
Executive Session was entered at 8:25pm.   

A. Legal advice pertaining to Project X. (Section 30-4-70(a)(2)). 

Motion to exit Executive Session made by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by 
Councilman Justin Alexander at 9:56pm 

With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom 
O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 9:56pm. 

 

        ___________________________ 
         Mayor Lisa Talbert 

_________________________             

Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk                      












