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City of Easley
Work Session
July 13, 2026

1.  CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Lisa Talbert called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.  All members were present.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk213338340][bookmark: _Hlk215748935]UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. Ordinance 2026-17: Franchise Agreement.  Council briefly discussed Ordinance 2026-17, authorizing a franchise agreement. A representative from Wire 3 was not present but was expected to provide additional details at the next meeting at the Law Enforcement Center. A map showing initial work areas was provided, and additional explanation was deferred to the next meeting.

3.    NEW BUSINESS:

[bookmark: _Hlk213338390][bookmark: _Hlk215749049]A. Ordinance 2026-19: Solicitors, Canvassers, and Peddlers.  Council discussed amending Title XI of the City of Easley Code of Ordinances to add Chapter 123 regarding solicitors, canvassers, and peddlers. Questions were raised about whether the ordinance would apply to churches, nonprofit organizations, community fundraisers, and similar groups. It was clarified that the ordinance is primarily aimed at sales-related solicitation, such as door-to-door sales of alarm systems or solar panels, and that nonprofits may receive certain permits at no cost.  Staff noted that implementation would require additional administrative work, potentially including new fees, a budget amendment, a public hearing, ID cards, background checks, and a process for issuing permits and business licenses. Concerns were also raised about enforcement, public education, no-solicitation neighborhoods, and whether existing laws already address some of the same conduct.

B. Ordinance 2026-20: Annexation and Zoning for Latham Road LLC Property.  Council considered annexing approximately 13.16 acres owned by Latham Road LLC and designating the property as Office Institutional zoning with a commercial future land use designation. The proposed use was described as a charter school associated with Tutelage Schools and the Libertas brand, offering classical education for approximately 1,000 students and 55 teachers in a 55,000-square-foot, two-story building with an approximately 12,000-square-foot gym.  The developer stated that the project team had worked with South Carolina DOT and the Office of School Facilities, completed a traffic impact study, and intended to break ground in September with delivery targeted for the following July. Council members asked questions about classical education, school funding, school operations, traffic circulation, drop-off and pickup stacking, possible impacts on fire and police services, water and sewer infrastructure, and consistency with the comprehensive plan and the Highway 153 corridor plan.

 C. Ordinance 2026-21: Mobile Food Vendors.  Council discussed amendments to Chapter 121 regarding mobile food vendors. Staff explained that the city had seen an increase in food trucks, particularly those setting up in parking lots, and that the amendment was intended to better regulate their placement, safety, utilities, hours, and permitting. Proposed updates included changing references from DHEC to the South Carolina Department of Agriculture and expanding language to include mobile food and beverage vendors.  Key proposed requirements included submission of a site plan, zoning permit review, one food truck per parcel, limits on parking near the road or in ways that block visibility or access, prohibition on external utility hookups, onboard generator requirements, operating hours tied to the principal use of the site and no later than 10:00 p.m., hood inspections, fire extinguishers, and provisions addressing illicit discharges such as grease entering storm drains. Council also discussed annual inspections, permit records, enforcement capacity, temporary school or church events, construction-site food service, subdivision events, and protections for brick-and-mortar restaurants.

D. Ordinances 2026-22 through 2026-25: Target Development, Annexations, Rezoning, and Incentive Agreement.  Council discussed several related ordinances concerning property near Highway 123, including annexation, zoning, rezoning, and an incentive agreement connected to a proposed Target development. Armada Development described its ownership of existing parcels south of Freddy’s, its contract to acquire adjoining parcels beneath the QT site, and its intent to rezone and annex properties to support a Target store rather than the previously approved 108 townhome units.  Discussion included the proposed access road, easement agreements, possible use of eminent domain to remove an approval right blocking roadway modifications, and clarification that no physical property taking was being proposed as part of the immediate action. Council members asked about why access rights could not simply be purchased, and the developer stated that negotiations had occurred with nearby property owners, but one owner had not agreed to a feasible resolution.  Financial impacts were reviewed, including an estimated $364,000 in initial fees and approximately $193,000 in annual revenue from business license revenue, local option sales tax, and property taxes. Staff estimated that a $2 million city contribution could be recouped over approximately nine to ten years. Council members discussed whether the long-term economic impact, jobs, tax revenue, and avoidance of additional residential development justified the incentive.  Target representatives stated that Target generally intends long-term operation in communities, hires locally, and gives a portion of company profits back to communities through nonprofit support. Council emphasized the need for public engagement before second reading and encouraged residents to contact council members directly with their views.  Traffic improvements were discussed in detail. The project engineer described proposed changes including additional turn lanes on Highway 123, extended queueing/storage lengths, a raised median, reconfigured internal circulation, multiple access points including right-in/right-out movements, and improved circulation behind existing retail sites. DOT was described as requiring that through traffic signal timing on Highway 123 remain unchanged while impacts are addressed through turn-lane storage and roadway design.  Stormwater was also addressed. The engineer stated that existing stormwater ponds would be consolidated into a larger pond behind the Target site, with discharge through a level spreader. The city and state environmental regulators would review the plans to ensure post-development flows meet pre-development flow-rate requirements.


4. ADJOURNMENT:

With no other business, Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  The meeting concluded at 6:37pm.


								_________________________________
								Mayor Lisa Talbert
ATTEST:

_________________________________
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk
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