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July 13, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on July 13, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Councilman Tom O’Shields and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Award presentation to 2LT Will Bishop.
Minutes were approved as written with one correction.
Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to amend the agenda to include an Executive Session, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey for legal advice.  (Section 30-4-709(a)(2)).  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
Report from Council: 
Ward 1: Due to technical difficulties, these comments were not available to review for the minutes.
Ward 2: Due to technical difficulties, these comments were not available to review for the minutes.
Ward 3: Due to technical difficulties, these comments were not available to review for the minutes.
Ward 4: Discussed responsible growth, Doodle Trail maintenance notifications, a resolved tree removal request, July 4th and downtown business matters, and thanked Mr. Couch and staff for responsiveness. Ward 4 also stated support for the proposed school annexation and opposition to the proposed Target annexation unless broader public input is gathered.
Ward 5: Reported follow-up on a drainage and flooding issue and noted community concerns regarding flock cameras, stating the topic should be discussed in the near future.

Ward 6: Thanked city departments for removing a dead deer near the Doodle Trail, reopening Hillcrest Drive near the radio station, supporting the July 4th celebration, and maintaining the farmer’s market. Ward 6 also noted continued concerns about speeding and traffic congestion.
Report from Mayor: Thanked city employees, volunteers, departments, and public safety personnel for their work on the Independence Day celebration, encouraged residents to attend remaining summer events, and offered condolences following the passing of Senator Lindsey Graham.
Monthly Report from City Administrator: The fire department completed rookie school with nine attendees, including five from Easley and four from surrounding departments.  Three new fire department employees and four new police officers began work.  The city received notice of a $1 million CDBG grant to pass through to Easley Combined Utilities for sewer work on Stewart Drive and Wayfair Circle.  Corey Holy Cross is leaving the planner position, and Greg Gordos has been hired as the new planner.  Senior League World Series representatives provided an update on the August 1–8 tournament, including international teams, local promotion, Pickens County night, Easley championship day, ESPN Plus coverage, and an estimated 12,000 park visits during the prior year’s event.
Monthly Report from Finance Director: The general fund finished the year in strong condition, moving from a projected $1.3 million deficit to approximately break even.  Insurance expenses were about $75,000 higher than expected, and certain public works expenses exceeded budget due to contract services and essential vehicle repairs.  The city’s main cash account ended at approximately $16.4 million, with healthy cash flow.  Most of the city’s 17 other funds finished with either a surplus or met budget expectations. The victim’s advocate fund continued to require general fund support.  FEMA reimbursements included approximately $644,000 for Hurricane Helene and $65,000 for the Table Rock fire.  Staff contacted approximately 300 non-renewing businesses regarding business license status, supporting revenue collection efforts.
Citizens wishing to address City Council: 
Angela Jordan opposed the Target-related agreement language referencing eminent domain and expressed concern about transparency, public input, and property rights.
John Bosco, representing the Stonehurst subdivision homeowner’s association, supported the proposed ordinance regulating solicitors, canvassers, and peddlers, citing repeated complaints about door-to-door solicitors and the need for penalties and background checks.
Steve Hubrick indicated he was present in case questions arose regarding an application.
Amy Reynolds raised concerns about the proposed Target development, traffic patterns, loss of a straight-through route, railroad crossing impacts, and lack of community consultation.
Lisa Bourean thanked council members for responding to her emails, expressed concern about council agenda authority, supported holding a town hall on Target, and encouraged council to vote yes on first reading so questions could be addressed before the next meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading: 
Ordinance 2026-17: Councilman Bob Fedder made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Council considered second reading of an ordinance authorizing a franchise agreement with Wire 3 Fiber Internet. Wire 3 representatives described the company’s fiber internet service, regional expansion plans, local hiring, community engagement, construction notification process, and willingness to discuss potential public Wi-Fi opportunities. Council approved the ordinance unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
NEW BUSINESS: First Reading: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]Ordinance 2026-19: Councilwoman Chris Clark made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.  Council considered first reading to amend Title XI of the Easley Code of Ordinances by adding Chapter 123 for solicitors, canvassers, and peddlers. The ordinance was approved with a 5-2 vote.  Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Mayor Talbert and Councilmember O’Shields opposed.
Ordinance 2026-20: Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Council considered annexation of approximately 13.16 acres owned by Latham Road LLC, with office institutional zoning and commercial future land use designation, for a proposed charter school. Representatives described the school as serving 4K through 8th grade with a classical education model, core knowledge curriculum, Eureka Math, daily character education, arts, PE, and extracurricular offerings. Questions addressed student selection, out-of-county enrollment, funding, grade levels, and possible impacts on Pickens County schools. The ordinance was approved on first reading with a 6-1 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Councilmember Searcy opposed.
Ordinance 2026-21: Councilman Justin Alexander made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Council considered amendments to Chapter 121 regarding mobile food vendors. Discussion included potential changes between first and second reading, including adding beverages, updating agency references, and changing designated administrative responsibility. The ordinance was approved on first reading with a unanimous vote of 7-0.
Ordinance 2026-22: Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Council considered annexation of approximately 12.014 acres owned by Freeman Real Estate LLC, designating the property as general commercial zoning and adopting a commercial future land use designation. This item was part of the proposed Target development. Representatives from Armada Development and Target described the proposed 140,000-square-foot Target store, the decision to pause a previously approved townhome project, and the potential economic benefits to Easley. Discussion included traffic impacts, DOT coordination, proposed access improvements, revenue estimates, and the comparison between the Target proposal and the previously approved 108 townhomes. Concerns were raised about congestion, access, property rights, and the use of eminent domain language. Council discussion referenced the choice between the previously approved residential project and the proposed commercial development, including differences in traffic, jobs, sales tax revenue, business license fees, and long-term city revenue. Discussion on the agreement’s financial terms, including estimated initial fees of approximately $364,000, recurring annual revenue of approximately $200,000 from the Target store, and the potential for city loan repayment over approximately nine to ten years. Council and speakers also discussed FOIA-related language, infrastructure commitments, public funds supporting private development, and eminent domain language tied to access modifications. Supporters emphasized economic development, job creation, and future revenue, while opponents raised concerns about transparency, public funding, and property rights. The ordinance was approved on first reading with a 4-3 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
Ordinance 2026-23: Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder.  Council considered annexation of approximately 3.813 acres owned by William David Freeman and Elaine M. Freeman, designating the property as general commercial zoning and adopting a commercial future land use designation. The property was described as a smaller parcel associated with the broader Target development area. Discussion was limited because the prior Target-related discussion applied to this item as well. The ordinance was approved on first reading with a 4-3 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
Ordinance 2026-24: Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.  Council considered rezoning approximately 17.05 acres owned by RT Calhoun Memorial LLC from general residential to general commercial zoning and adopting a commercial future land use designation. The parcel was identified as the portion previously approved for townhomes and proposed to be rezoned for commercial use as part of the Target development. The ordinance was approved on first reading with a 5-2 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, Clark, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy and Alexander opposed.
Ordinance 2026-25: Councilman Tom O’Shields made a motion approve, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Council considered approval of the execution and delivery of an incentive agreement with RT Calhoun Memorial LLC. The ordinance was approved on first reading, with a 4-3 vote.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
NEW RESOLUTIONS: None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Motion to enter Executive Session for the legal advice matter (Section 30-4-70(a)(2)) made by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey.  Motion carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  Executive Session was entered at 8:42pm.  
Motion to exit Executive Session made by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder at 9:49pm which carried unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.


The meeting concluded at 9:50pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk						          				 
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