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City Council Meeting
August 10, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on August 10, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Councilman Justin Alexander and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written.
Report from Council: 
Ward 1: Thanked Christman and her staff for the hard work during the Senior League World Series.
Ward 2: Recognized the hard work during the hot weather that staff put in while serving the community and the visitors in town during the Senior League World Series.
Ward 3: Thanked the departments for their hard work during the recent Senior League World Series.  Also reminded everyone that barn animals are not allowed in the city limits.
Ward 4: Thanked Christman and staff.  Recently attended a Public Works Committee meeting and the annual MASC meeting.  Reminded everyone to be vigilant and aware to keep students safe now that school is back in.
Ward 5: World Series was a great event.  Peddler’s ordinance will be heard tonight.  Flock cameras will be discussed by Chief Liner and one of the detectives.
Ward 6: Commended Christman and everyone involved.  All good comments from the public.  
Report from Mayor: Wished students, teachers, staff, parents a successful school year.  Senior League Baseball was a great week.  Congrats to the winning team that was the first USA team to win since 2019.  A lot of events will come soon with details.  Thanked Councilmembers that were able to attend the annual MASC training.  
Monthly Report from City Administrator: Voting for special election is tomorrow.  Moving forward, all meetings will be held in the courtroom to include Work Session and Regular meeting.  Target and developers will be at Bagwell gymnasium on Tuesday, 8/11, from 4:30-6:30pm.  Christman Short acknowledged staff and volunteers that worked so hard and well together for the tournament over the past week.  
Monthly Report from Finance Director: Finished first month of FY.  General Fund is in line with expectations.  Main account is at $17.5 million.  
Citizens wishing to address City Council: 
Brian Creswell addressed Council regarding the Unified Development Ordinance and the auxiliary dwelling unit provisions. He explained that accessory dwelling units may serve purposes beyond income-producing or subdivision-related uses and described his family’s need to construct an attached living space for his mother-in-law. Mr. Creswell stated that, after working with City staff and receiving permitting guidance, construction was underway, but the project was later questioned because the addition included separate living functions. He urged Council, when considering the new UDO, to recognize the need for multigenerational living arrangements and to consider allowing such housing options with appropriate stipulations, such as prohibiting long-term income use or subdivision of the property.
Rebecca Starnes addressed Council regarding the proposed Target development and related annexation. She stated that she was not opposed to Target as a store but expressed concern about the location and the potential cost to Easley taxpayers. Ms. Starnes cited traffic congestion on Highway 123, the Planning Commission’s vote against the proposal, concerns identified by City planning staff, the need for a traffic impact study, and required SCDOT roadway improvements. She questioned whether taxpayers should contribute up to $2 million for roadway infrastructure associated with a private development and asked what would occur if projected revenues did not recover the investment within the estimated timeframe. She also raised concerns regarding traffic, emergency services, drainage, lighting, surrounding roads and neighborhoods, and long-term maintenance costs. Ms. Starnes urged Council to reject the annexation and require a development plan that provides a clear and lasting benefit to Easley residents.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Ordinance Second Reading: 
A. Ordinance 2026-19: Council considered second reading of Ordinance 2026-19 to amend Title 11, Business Regulations, of the Easley Code of Ordinances by adding Chapter 123 regarding solicitors, canvassers, and peddlers. A motion was made and seconded to accept the ordinance.  An amendment was then introduced by Council Member Justin Alexander. The amendment included pluralizing “fees” in Section 123.02(B), adding “background check” after “permit,” making a scrivener’s correction to “solicitors,” adding “government-issued” before “identification” in Section 123.03, adding “government-issued” before “identification card” in Section 123.04, adding the text “five hundred dollars” after the numerical figure “$500” in Section 123.06, and amending the effective date language so that the amendment would become effective upon the later of second and final reading or January 1, 2027.  The reason for the delayed effective date was explained as necessary because the ordinance creates a fee that must be incorporated into the City’s table of fees and requires a public hearing before adoption. Council voted on the amendment which passed with a 5-2 vote. Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Mayor Talbert and Councilmember O’Shields opposed.  Council then voted on Ordinance 2026-19 as amended. The ordinance passed by a vote of 5-2.  Councilmembers Searcy, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Mayor Talbert and Councilmember O’Shields opposed.  
B. Ordinance 2026-20: Council considered Ordinance 2026-20 to annex certain property identified as a portion of Tax Map Number 5039-16-84-8206, consisting of approximately 13.16 acres owned by Lean Road LLC, and to designate the property as Office Institutional (OI) zoning with a commercial future land use designation. A motion was made by Councilwoman Donna Rainey and seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder to approve the ordinance.  During discussion, Council members noted that the matter had been discussed during the work session and that representatives for the proposed public school had answered prior questions. Concerns were raised regarding state funding for the school, the availability of other educational options in the community, and whether the project would benefit local students and existing schools. Other comments supported the availability of school choice for families and noted that families coming to the school may also patronize local businesses.  Steve Hubrick of Hubrick Contracting, identified as the developer and contractor for the project, addressed infrastructure improvements. He explained that the project was subject to review by the Office of School Facilities and SCDOT, including a traffic impact study. He stated that improvements would include two intersections near the shopping center, right-turn lanes to assist school traffic, water line extensions, fire department access around the building, and a regional sewer pump station designed to serve additional areas. Mr. Hubrick estimated the improvements at more than $1 million.  Following discussion, Council voted on Ordinance 2026-20. The ordinance passed by a vote of 5-2.  Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, Clark, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Mayor Talbert and Councilmember Searcy opposed.
C. Ordinance 2026-21: The City Attorney advised that language had been inadvertently omitted from Ordinance 2026-21 regarding mobile food vendors. The attorney recommended that Council table the ordinance until the next meeting so the additional language could be added and reviewed by Council before a vote. A motion was made by Councilman Tom O’Shields and seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to table Ordinance 2026-21. The motion passed 7-0 with none opposed.
NEW BUSINESS: First Reading: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]Ordinance 2026-26: Council considered Ordinance 2026-26 amending the Unified Development Ordinance. A motion was made by Councilman Justin Alexander and seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields to table the ordinance.  During discussion, it was explained that the proposed changes included recommendations from the Planning Department and re-added language that had been inadvertently omitted from the UDO. Council indicated that the materials had been presented in summary form and requested a line-by-line format to allow Council and the public to clearly understand the proposed changes. The motion to table passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION: 
Flock cameras.  Police Chief Brandon Liner addressed Council regarding Flock cameras. Chief Liner acknowledged public apprehension and explained that the Police Department’s policy is intended to balance public safety with liberty and privacy. He stated that use of Flock requires a criminal case number or 911 dispatch number before vehicle information may be searched and emphasized that the system is not used for general surveillance. Chief Liner stated that misuse of the system would result in severe discipline, up to and including termination. He also reported that Flock has helped solve numerous cases, including cases involving missing persons and a recent kidnapping-type situation. He noted that six individuals within the department participate in the auditing process, including command staff, investigators, and road supervisors.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
The Mayor announced that an executive session was scheduled for legal advice pertaining to the Target development. Before the motion, the Mayor reminded the public of an informational event to be held the following day at Larry Bagwell Gym from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., where representatives would be available to provide information, show plans, and answer questions. A motion was made by Councilwoman Donna Rainey and seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shieldsto enter executive session, with no votes or action to be taken during the session. The motion passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  Council entered at 7:43pm.

Upon returning from executive session, a motion was made by Councilman O’Shields and seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder to end the executive session. The motion passed unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  Council ended Executive Session at 8:31pm.

A motion was then made by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to authorize legal action regarding the taking of easement consent rights by eminent domain to modify an access road for property located at 4839 Calhoun Memorial Highway, Easley, South Carolina. The motion was seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  During discussion, one Council member stated opposition to the motion, explaining that they did not believe the action was just or moral. The Council member noted that, although no real estate was being taken, the City was being asked to use the force of law to modify easement consent rights against the property owner’s will. The Council member also stated concern that second reading on the overall Target ordinance had not been held that evening at Target’s request, yet Council was being asked to take related legal action before the public meeting scheduled for the following day.  Following discussion, Council voted on the motion. The motion passed by a vote of 5-2 with Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, Clark, and Fedder in favor.  Councilmembers Searcy and Alexander were opposed.


With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander.


The meeting concluded at 8:36pm.

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk						          				 
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