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City Council Meeting
September 14, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on September 14, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by James Krout and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written.
Report from Council: 
Ward 6: Reported that the farmers market was going well and commended the staff involved. He noted constituent concerns regarding Doodle Trail maintenance, individuals camping along the trail, and speeding on certain streets. 
Ward 5: Reported continuing to collect and review public questions concerning Flock cameras and the Flock system. Approximately 60–70 questions had been submitted. He planned additional follow-up with the Police Department and noted that residents had expressed both concern and support.
Ward 4: Announced Camden Nesbitt’s Eagle Scout project at the Alice Mill Cemetery area at Low and Duncan Streets, beginning Saturday at 9:00am, and invited volunteer support. She thanked Anthony Brown for responding to a homeless situation near the Doodle Trail on West D Street; reported that staff were reviewing kudzu concerns in the Woodside Mill area; and noted assistance provided to connect a student with the School District of Pickens County regarding a bus route. She also summarized results of a six-question Ward 4 survey concerning the proposed Target development: 120 responses were received, including 56 written comments. On a proposed access road becoming city-owned, 58.8% responded no and 32.8% supported the proposal. She stated that the results would guide her vote and would be posted publicly.
Ward 3: Thanked Chief Liner for presenting information about Flock cameras at the prior work session and regular meeting, noting that constituents reported feeling better informed. She also recognized appropriations secured for the City, including funding for the Fire and Police Departments, and expressed appreciation for that support.
Ward 2: Expressed appreciation for support during her recent surgery and recovery. She thanked the Public Works Department for addressing overgrown trees on Irish Drive and removing storm-related stumps from Springville Lane.
Ward 1: Reported an inquiry regarding whether roadside residential sales boxes require business licenses. He described requesting a welfare check for an elderly resident and encouraged residents to check on neighbors who live alone. He also rejected social-media allegations that councilmembers were receiving financial benefit from the proposed Target development.
Report from Mayor: Welcomed the return of the school year and highlighted visits and activities with local schools. She thanked City employees, community partners, Easley High School, first responders, the Daughters of the American Revolution, and others who supported the 25th anniversary commemoration of September 11. She encouraged the community to participate in Easley Restaurant Week and upcoming City events, including concerts, a movie event, the October 3 fall festival, and the October 16 safety festival.
Monthly Report from City Administrator: The Finance Director presented the report on the City Administrator’s behalf. Recent hires included two police officers, one dispatcher, one firefighter, one collections and compliance clerk, and two Public Works employees. Bruce Reynolds was introduced as the new Chief Building Official and was reported to be fully certified in residential and commercial work.
Monthly Report from Finance Director: The City was in the second month of the fiscal year. The general fund, representing approximately 65% of City revenue, had received approximately $1.66 million, or 6% of budgeted revenue, and collections were reported approximately 40% above the same point in the prior year across several accounts. Expenditures were at 19% with 17% of the year elapsed, affected in part by three biweekly payrolls in one month. Other funds, representing approximately 35% of the budget, had received approximately $983,000, or 7%, with expenditures also at 7%. Cash held at SouthState totaled approximately $14.6 million. The Finance Director explained the cyclical nature of City cash flow, with significant revenue expected from January through June.
Easley Area Museum Update: Councilmember Fedder announced the museum’s 10th anniversary celebration, “Cheers for 10 Years.” The primary fundraiser, a Lowcountry boil with a silent auction and period-costumed participants recognizing the nation’s 250th anniversary, was scheduled for Thursday evening, October 15.
Citizens wishing to address City Council: 
Dr. Brian Swords, President, Easley Chamber of Commerce: Presented results of a Chamber survey regarding the proposed Highway 123 Target development. Approximately 20% of Chamber membership responded. Reported findings included 87% concern about traffic and congestion; 82% support for the development when associated traffic improvements were considered; 76% support even without those improvements; 44% support, 35% uncertainty, and 18% opposition concerning eminent-domain use for public-safety concerns; 84% expecting a positive economic impact; and 63% expecting a positive or neutral effect on small businesses. The Chamber supported the development based on anticipated revenue, shopping opportunities, and job creation, while encouraging strategic and responsible growth.
Alex Dye: Supported the Target development, comparing its proposed access and scale with Easley Town Center. He stated that Target would expand consumer choice and generate greater tax revenue than the approved 108 townhomes.
Katherine Elrod: Supported fact-based decision-making and the Target proposal. She cited the likelihood that the site would otherwise be developed with 108 townhomes, the need for jobs and an expanded tax base, and concerns about housing growth and school capacity, while acknowledging increased traffic.
Chris Quinn: Supported the development, stating that associated road improvements would address existing congestion, improve future connectivity, support economic development, create jobs and tax revenue, and retain local retail spending.
Rebecca Starnes: Stated that she was not opposed to Target or economic development but urged the City to ensure infrastructure and public services remain ahead of growth. She raised questions about cumulative traffic, emergency response, drainage, lighting, pedestrian access, long-term maintenance, and the precedent associated with governmental action affecting easement rights.
Jeff Chastain: Supported the development. He emphasized that the previously discussed approximately $2 million City contribution had been removed, while private investment, roadway improvements, jobs, and commercial revenues remained. He urged Council to consider complete long-term analysis rather than relying only on surveys or social-media discussions and noted the approved townhome alternative and Target’s broader expansion plans.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance 2026-21: Amendment to Chapter 121, Mobile Food Vendors: A motion was made by Councilwoman Donna Rainey and seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder to approve the ordinance. During discussion, one Councilmember stated that limiting a mobile food vendor’s operating hours to those of the associated property was overly restrictive and indicated opposition.  The ordinance passed by a vote of 6-1.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Searcy, Rainey, Clark, and Fedder in favor with Councilmember Alexander opposed.  
B. Ordinance 2026-22: Annexation of approximately 12.014 acres, Tax Map No. 5039-19-61-2348, owned by Freeman Real Estate, LLC; General Commercial zoning and Commercial future land-use designation: A motion was made by Councilman Tom O’Shields and seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to approve. At Councilmember Rainey’s request, the City Attorney explained that amendments and revisions may properly occur between first reading and final adoption while the legislative process is ongoing. Discussion included the Planning Commission’s 3–1 recommendation for denial, the previously approved 108 townhomes, traffic impacts, and objections to using governmental authority to alter existing easement rights.  The ordinance passed by a vote of 4-3.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
C. Ordinance 2026-23: Annexation of approximately 3.813 acres, Tax Map No. 5039-19-60-8617, owned by William David Freeman and Elaine M. Freeman; General Commercial zoning and Commercial future land-use designation: A motion was made by Councilman Tom O’Shields and seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to approve. No further discussion was offered. The ordinance passed by a vote of 4-3.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
D. Ordinance 2026-24: Rezoning of approximately 17.05 acres, Tax Map No. 5039-19-61-8304, owned by RT Calhoun Memorial, LLC, from General Residential to General Commercial: A motion was made by Councilman Tom O’Shields and seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to approve.  No further discussion was offered. The ordinance passed by a vote of 4-3.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, Clark, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy and Alexander opposed.
E. Ordinance 2026-25: Development Agreement with RT Calhoun Memorial, LLC: A motion was made by Councilman Tom O’Shields and seconded by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to approve. An amendment was then offered by Councilwoman Donna Rainey to Section 3, City Commitments, subsection C, providing that the developer would reimburse the City in an amount not to exceed $50,000 for legal fees and costs related to eminent-domain and condemnation actions. The amendment was seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander. The City Attorney reported that the Target representative had agreed to the proposed amendment. Amendment vote: Approved unanimously, 7–0. Final ordinance vote as amended was approved, 4–3.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Rainey, and Fedder in favor with Councilmembers Searcy, Clark, and Alexander opposed.
NEW BUSINESS: 
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]A. Ordinance 2026-26: Amendment to the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance: A motion was made by Councilwoman Donna Rainey and seconded by Councilman Bob Fedder to approve. A motion was then made by Councilman Donna Rainey and seconded by Councilman Justin Alexander to remove the accessory dwelling unit provisions in subsection 6.4.28 so the provisions could receive further review, and outstanding questions could be addressed. Amendment vote: Approved unanimously, 7–0.  Final ordinance vote as amended was approved, 6-1.  Mayor Talbert, Councilmembers O’Shields, Searcy, Rainey, Alexander, and Fedder in favor with Councilmember Clark opposed.
B. Ordinance 2026-27: Conveyance of approximately 0.034 acres near 180 Glenwood Road for infrastructure improvements: A motion was made by Councilman Bob Fedder and seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields to approve.  An amendment was made by Councilman Bob Fedder and seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields to waive the fee otherwise payable by the State for the small parcel needed for the planned roundabout improvements. Discussion clarified that the parcel was a small portion of property associated with the Fire Department and would support 

the roundabout project. Amendment vote: Approved unanimously, 7-0. Final ordinance vote as amended was approved unanimously, 7-0.
C. Resolution 2026-12: Reappointment of Philip A. Snow as Chief Municipal Judge for a two-year term: A motion was made by Councilman Bob Fedder and Councilmember O’Shields seconded to approve. A Councilmember expressed support for Judge Snow’s dedication to the Constitution and service to the municipal court. The resolution was approved unanimously with a 7-0 vote.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None.
Before adjournment, Councilmember Searcy briefly explained that her opposition to the Target-related measures was based on the proposed location, existing traffic congestion, and public-safety concerns regarding access.


With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.


The meeting concluded at 7:50pm.



								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert

_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk						          				 
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