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City Council Meeting
October 12, 2026

Easley City Council met for its regular meeting on October 12, 2026, at 7:00pm in the court room of the LEC. All the members were present.  The press was notified of the meeting by email. The agenda was posted on the city’s website and in the lobby of City Hall.  Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk, served as the recording secretary.

Mayor Talbert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
The invocation was given by Easley Fire Deputy Chief Shannon Dales and was immediately followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
A correction was proposed under Unfinished Business, Item D, changing the recorded vote from 4–3 to 5–2. Staff indicated that the vote would be checked.
Report from Council: 
Ward 1: Reported positive constituent feedback regarding approval of the Target development. He also addressed repeated emails concerning Flock cameras, invited the sender to contact him directly, and expressed support for the camera system.
Ward 2: Reported a successful town hall with constituents, including discussion of concerns about Flock cameras. She also reported that the white pedestrian bridge had been cleaned and cleared of overgrowth and expressed interest in having it painted white.
Ward 3: Announced a South Carolina Department of Transportation drop-in public meeting regarding possible replacement of the Pope Field Road bridge. The meeting was announced for Tuesday, October 27, from 5:00–7:00 pm at New Image Church, with no formal presentation. She stated that she would post the information on her blog.
Ward 4: Thanked Public Works for attention to Maple, Graham, Duncan, Railroad, Hill, Pine, and Robinson streets. She announced a “No Kings” picket scheduled for Saturday from 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. at Main and Pendleton Streets and emphasized respect for the right to peaceful protest. She also reported that Ward 4 is within South Carolina Census Tract 108.06, which Governor Henry McMaster had nominated for designation as a Qualified Opportunity Zone, proposed to take effect January 1, 2027, subject to the federal designation process. She invited residents to share ideas for meaningful development in Ward 4.
Ward 5: Reported continuing research into the Flock camera system and cited recent alleged misuse and related personnel actions in Charlotte, Greenville, Mauldin, and Collin County, as well as Oconee County’s reported termination of its contractual relationship with Flock. He stated that his concerns had increased as he learned more about the system.
Ward 6: Thanked those involved in cleaning a homeless encampment near the Doodle Trail, noted that trail maintenance remained, and reported receiving input about cameras and speeding on narrow city streets. He announced the area museum’s tenth-anniversary fundraiser, “Cheers for 10 Years,” scheduled for Thursday evening and featuring a Lowcountry boil, dessert, auction items, and fellowship.
Report from Mayor: Encouraged residents to participate in the City’s October fall activities and thanked staff and community members for their work and involvement. She highlighted the Fall Safety Festival and the second annual Great Pumpkin Contest, with departmental entries displayed at City Hall and online voting available through Friday at 5:00 p.m. She announced plans to attend Municipal Association economic development training in Columbia and encouraged residents to follow her social media pages for segmented State of the City updates.
Monthly Report from City Administrator: City Administrator Tom Couch announced the following:
· Statewide election on November 3; early voting from October 19–31, except Sunday, October 25, from 8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m. at five county locations listed on SCVotes.gov.
· Movies on the Green: Hocus Pocus on Saturday, October 17, and National Treasure on November 14, beginning at sundown.
· Rescheduled Fall Festival on October 25 from 1:00–5:00 p.m. at the City Green.
· Treats on the Street on Friday, October 30, from 5:00–8:00 p.m., with games, live entertainment, and candy.
· Grass-clipping pickup continuing through Thursday, October 29.
· Veterans Day Parade on Sunday, November 8, at 3:00 p.m. in downtown Easley.
· Community Safety Celebration on Friday, October 16, from 5:00–8:00 p.m. at Old Market Square.  Chief Dales reported that the celebration would include approximately 50 vendors, food vendors, and emergency equipment displays. The event combines the Fire Department open house and Police Department National Night Out and would again be held at Old Market Square based on favorable public feedback regarding the location.
Monthly Report from Finance Director: In the Finance Director’s absence, the City Administrator reported that the fiscal year was approximately 25% complete. The General Fund received approximately 8% of annual revenue and expended approximately 24%, consistent with the timing of business-license renewals and property-tax receipts after the first of the year. Other funds represented approximately 35% of the budget, or $15 million, with approximately 9% of annual revenue received and 8% expended. He reported no concerns and stated that the balance sheet reflected approximately $12.5 million.
Citizens wishing to address City Council: 
Gary Hinton: Representing American Legion Post 52, Mr. Hinton announced that the Wreaths Across America ceremony at Robinson Memorial Gardens would be held December 19. He requested permission to leave informational flyers and stated that contributions could be made through the provided payment option or by check payable to American Legion Post 52 for Wreaths Across America.
Dr. David Jones: Thanked Council for approving the Target project and stated that it would provide jobs and had received favorable public response. He requested an update to the Unified Development Ordinance provisions governing home occupations, particularly in densely developed Ward 4 neighborhoods, and asked the City to review enforcement or attention to Code Section 132.05 concerning disturbing noises, including exhaust systems without mufflers.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735112]UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Ordinance 2026-26: Amendment to the City of Easley Unified Development Ordinance: A motion was made to postpone Sections 2 and 3 of Ordinance 2026-26 until the Planning Director has time to make further revisions to UDO regulations pertaining to residential housing in all forms by Councilmember Clark and seconded by Councilmember Alexander. The motion was approved unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  There was no opposition.  There was a motion made to approve Section 4 of Ordinance 2026-26, applicable to freestanding/ground signs by Councilmember Clark and seconded by Councilmember Rainey.  At Council’s request, Planning staff explained that earlier sections relating to accessory dwelling units, townhomes, and short-term rentals had been withdrawn or postponed. Section 4 restores maximum freestanding sign-area standards that were not carried forward during the 2025 UDO revision; without the amendment, sign content area was not expressly limited so long as height requirements were met.  Following discussion, Council approved Section 4 unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  There was no opposition.
B. Ordinance 2026-27: Conveyance of 0.034 Acres Near 180 Glenwood Road: A motion was made to approve by Councilman Bob Fedder and seconded by Councilman Tom O’Shields.  Ordinance 2026-27 as presented, authorizing conveyance of approximately 0.034 acres of property near 180 Glenwood Road for infrastructure improvements. The motion was approved unanimously with a 7-0 vote.  There was no opposition.
NEW BUSINESS: None.
[bookmark: _Hlk215735205]MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None.
With no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Tom O’Shields, seconded by Councilwoman Chris Clark.


The meeting concluded at 7:22pm.
					

								___________________________									 Mayor Lisa Talbert
ATTEST: 

_________________________					       
Jennifer Bradley, City Clerk						          				 
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