Town of Goshen
BOARD OF FINANCE
PUBLIC HEARING
Wednesday, May 14, 2025

1. Call to Order: Chairman Ned Bixler called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Attendance: Chairman Ned Bixler, Vice Chairman, Robert Valentine, Scott Tillmann, James Korner, Carl
Contadini, Russell Murdock, and Patrick Reilly. Others: First Selectman, Todd Carusillo

2. Public Hearing 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget
Chairman, Ned Bixler opened the meeting explaining the public hearing is an informational meeting regarding
the towns budget and discuss the two pamphlets that were provided for the public. Copies are available at the
Town Hall.

The Board of Finance will have two meetings in the next two weeks in the town hall conference room, a
special meeting on May 21,2025 to make changes if needed to the budget and a regular meeting on May 28,
2025 after the town meeting to set the mil rate.

Henrietta Horvay first concerns was the increase in clerical and administrative wages. Mrs. Horvay pointed
out there were individuals that received 6%, Mr. Valentine stated he worked closely with the First Selectman
and assured Mrs. Horvay that no one received a 6% increase. Mrs. Horvay also wanted to know why some
commission clerks were being paid differently than others when it’s difficult to hire clerks for boards and
commission. Mr. Valentine stated that the First Selectman reviews performance appraisals and follows the

salary matrix guidelines.

Second concern was with elected official increases. With the recent resignation of the town treasurer,

she asked if the new appointed treasurer would be receiving the salary increase with having no experience and
being appointed not elected. Mr. Valentine discussed that all elected officials received a salary matrix
percentage and that rollover, he stated that the townspeople will decide in November if he or any elected
official is doing a good job.

Michael Esposito of Bentley Circle spoke about how the Region 20 is affecting the general budget. It would
be the Board of Finance best interest, since the school is 64% of the budget to align with the town of Morris
and Warren for support in a forensic audit and to preform a second audit on what happen with Region 20 and
Litchfield. He also stated the residents have concerns where the pension monies were used for and why do we
need to pay a second time for pension liabilities.

Jeff Damiano of Tamarack Lane has concerns were the monies spent without proper authority for Region 20.

Susan Wheeler of Westside Road suggested that the Board of Finance show support in a Forensic audit
because the residents need to know where are tax dollars were spent.

Kathleen Rosenfield of Ashley drive asked about Region 6 debt and a Region 20 debt Mr. Valentine explained
the debts for both regions. Ms. Rosenfield is in support of a forensic audit.

Dante Bruno of Bruno Road asked how many students are in Region 20 system. First Selectman Todd
Carusillo stated there is 271 students in the system for Goshen and that at 8.4 million budget divided by 271
students cost Goshen tax payers $32,000 per students.

3. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:30p.m.
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