
LITCHFIELD’S 300TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 23, 2019 ~ 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Call to Order:  Chairman Jon Torrant called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Other members present 
were Rosemarie Greco, Gerry Perusse, Cleve Fuessenich, Peter Vermilyea, Lisa Losee, and alternate 
member Janet Peterson who was appointed as a regular member. Ex-officio member Leo Paul, Jr. was also 
present. Arthur Coffill arrived at 5:10 p.m. Wendy Costa and Kerry McDevitt were also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes of 8/19/19:  Motion: L. Losee moved to approve the minutes of the regular 8/23/19 
meeting and C. Fuessenich seconded. All voted aye except Gerry Perusse, who abstained because of 
absence, and the motion carried.  
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Reports on Assignments 
 
a) Logo – Update of Commercial Use, Especially Rotary Club: J. Torrant presented commemorative 
glasses with the 300th logo to both Wendy Costa and Kerry McDevitt, who were instrumental in the 
origination of the logo. He noted that the glasses were donated by Paul McLaughlin and Lisa Partrick of 
Litchfield Bancorp. L. Losee displayed stickers and ornaments that were sold at the recent Living History 
Day on the Green 9/7/19.  The Rotary Club sold tote bags and hats as well. J. Torrant noted the Economic 
Development Commission was talking about a commemorative license plate and suggested using the 
300th logo on it rather than developing another one.  Motion: L. Losee moved to give Wendy and Kerry 
each a window sticker, and C. Fuessenich seconded. All voted aye and the motion carried. Amendment: L 
Losee amended her previous motion to include a hat and tote back from the Rotary for Wendy and Kerry. 
C. Fuessenich seconded, all voted aye and the amended motion carried. L. Losee noted that no one else 
has approached her about using the logo. She reported sales as follows: 12 bags, no caps, 86 history books, 
21 stickers, 159 ornaments for a total of $2,591.00. Stickers and ornaments totaled $1,695.00, which 
covers payment back to Park and Recreation. Any further sales are profit. J. Torrant said we spent $1,524 
on 300 ornaments and are at least covering our costs. We probably will close out the account in January 
after the holiday sales. Any leftover ornaments will continue to be sold and revenue turned over to Park 
& Rec. [Arthur Coffill arrived here at 5:10 p.m. and Janet Peterson returned to alternate member status.] 
 
b) Window Sticker: Janet Peterson showed the window stickers and everyone liked them. [Leo Paul left 
at this point and thanked everyone for a fabulous job on the 300th.] 
 
c) Fireworks – Update on Funding: J. Torrant said there are people in town who expressed interest in the 
fireworks being held again next year. There were significant donations from individuals who would like to 
see them come back. There are pending donations as well. Chuck Conn said the Rotary planned to sell 
caps and shirts but ran into troubles with the shirts. The Rotary Board did not want them to take a loss on 
the merchandise, as they planned to donate all the proceeds to the fireworks. Since the shelf life of 
anniversary merchandise is shorter, they decided not to take the risk on the shirts and changed their plan. 
Because of this, they have not generated much money for their donation to the fireworks. They will, 
however, make a donation to them as needed and asked what gap is needed to be filled. Jon will get that 
information from Stacey in Finance. He presented the cap with the logo embroidered on the front with 
the Rotary name on the back. Instead of shirts they sold reusable grocery bags with the 300th embroidered 
on the front and the Rotary name on the back. Chuck and Bill Jones have suggested selling coffee cups 
with the logo for good potential and low risk. Sweatshirts were another idea. They also thought that the 
organizations selling merchandise could pool their items and sell them at a couple locations in town. He 



and Bill Jones could get a marketing plan together with printed material to promote the items. J. Torrant 
asked if the EDC and this committee would entertain the idea of having Nancy MacMillan-Stedronsky sell 
these items at her shop as a compensary effort for her not getting the exclusive on the shirts.  
 
Update on 2019 Activities   
 
a) Events under Discussion/Confirmed: C. Fuessenich said Rosemarie told him that Primetime House may 
be getting space at the former courthouse for a pop-up store. They told Rosemarie they would love to 
have a connection with the 300th celebration, and he thought maybe something in conjunction with the 
Holiday Stroll might work, with refreshments served there after the stroll. There is a meeting tomorrow 
at Union Savings Bank, and they invited Cleve. However, there are some difficulties in getting the 
courthouse useable for Primetime. Zoning and code questions must be addressed. Rosemarie thought the 
300th Committee could sell its items in their pop-up store, wherever it may be. Stop & Shop and Bantam 
Market have been receptive to selling the bags outside the stores, as their bag sales have been loss 
leaders. If that happens, they would also sell other items besides the bags. 
 
General Discussion:  C. Fuessenich said there is a potential problem with the banners the Rotary Club has 
put up. A local merchant is asking why it is not possible for businesses to put up banners. Cleve was told 
it is a matter for the Borough, but suggested asking the Congregational Church to take the 300th banner 
down. L. Losee suggested they read the zoning regulations on signage first. Cleve was afraid of litigation 
against the Borough. 
 
Assignments: None 
 
Adjournment:  Motion: A. Coffill moved to adjourn at 5:39 p.m. and P. Vermilyea seconded. All voted aye 
and the motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ann Combs 
 

 

 

 


