
300TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
Minutes 

May 6, 2019 
 

Call to Order:  Chairman Jon Torrant called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.  Regular members present 

were Arthur Coffill, Peter Vermilyea, Cleve Fuessenich, Gerry Perusse, Lisa Losee and Ex-Oficio Ann Combs.  

Alternate member Janet Peterson was appointed as a regular member by the Chairman due to the 

absence of Rosemarie Greco. Present from the public were Chuck Conn and John McKenna. 

Approval of Minutes of April 15, 2019:  L. Losee made motion to approve these minutes, seconded by A. 

Coffilil.  G. Perusse obstained.  There was no discussion. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

Reports on assignments from last meeting: 
a) Bumper sticker idea:  J. Peterson showed committee members an example of a 3 X 5 Bumper 

Sticker.  The next size up is 4.7 X 3.25.  These would be for sale. Can order on approval.  Can be 
round or oval.  J. Torrant suggested decals for inside car windows as opposed to bumper stickers; 
P. Vermilyea suggested magnets to put on cars rather than stickers.  J. Peterson will further 
investigate costs. C. Conn, along with Bill Jones, have looked into multi-use stickers for store 
windows etc. and will collaborate with J. Peterson.  J. Torrant declared the three of them a sub-
committee. 

b) Fireworks Update:  Both J. Torrant and G. Perusse reiterated the difficulty involved in this process 
to make this event happen.  After all was approved, the location had to be changed from Plum 
Hill to the outfield baseball field at the high school.  To do so a facilities request had to be re-
submitted to LHS.  It was approved.  Fireworks will be held on July 20, 2019 at 9:15 p.m.  With 
location change, smaller 5” instead of 6” shells will be used creating a bit longer show, about 20 
minutes, which is the average length.  The high school and middle school entrance will be closed 
off due to 350’ radius requirement.  Fireworks will be high enough to be seen from many locations.  
C. Fuessenich suggested the newly opened Marsh Hawk trail.  The down payment to the fireworks 
company has been made. Donations are still being sought and checks should be made to the 
Community Center, marked for 300th fireworks.  Jon has also submitted a grant to the Seherr-
Thoss foundation.  J. Torrant doesn’t believe there will be any problem covering the $6,000 cost.  
He asked C. Conn to put out press releases in the newspapers and on Litchfield.BZ asking for 
donations.  C. Conn asked if the ‘Kick-Off’ ceremony on the 19th needed more publicity and if so 
should it be promoted separately or together with the request for donations.  J. Torrant stated 
the more publicity the better and together would be fine.  A. Combs suggested putting request 
on the town website as well.  L. Losee and C. Conn have tried to reach Evan Dobos about the 300th 
Anniversary page on the website and neither have received a reply.  The concern is that the events 
are not being carried over from the CivicLift InLitchfield page to the 300th page as was originally 
agreed upon and the committee does not have access to post events to this page. C. Conn has 
asked for a response from Evan by the end of the week to see if he would allow access to a couple 
members to do so.  J. Torrant will email him as well. 

 
May 19th Ceremony:  First Selectman Leo Paul Jr. will be away and has left J. Torrant ‘in charge’. 
C. Fuessenich reported that he spoke with Bea Thompson who had spoken to someone in the office of 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal and she asked if the Senator would be attending.  They will look into doing so.  



Invitations have also gone out to Gov. Ned LaMonte, Sen. Craig Miner, Rep. David Wilson, the Borough 
Wardens and Town Selectmen.  C. Fuessenich suggested offering refreshments or asking local coffee 
shops and bakeries to offer discounts for everyone in attendance.  He will take it on.  We have no way of 
knowing how many will attend.  A. Combs motioned to give an ornament to each dignitary, seconded by 
P. Vermilyea.  Dignataries were defined as being State or National level elected officials.  All voted in favor 
and the motion carried.  C. Fuessenich produced 11” X 17” posters and, upon approval, will distribute 
them.  He spoke with Tammy Knox to see if the LHS band was available to play music that day.  J. Torrant 
confirmed that the First Congregations Choir will be singing on the Green.  He was concerned with noise 
from traffic but was hoping that they would sing just one or two patriotic songs.  A. Combs will talk to the 
American Legion about the sound system that they use.  She will also put on the signpost to view the 
website for further event information.  G. Perusse said there is power on the Green for the sound system 
and will make sure it is on.  J. Torrant said there will be police presence and he will ask that the section of 
road between the greens be closed off.  Litchfield Borough Warden Dirk Patterson offered to allow a 
practice with the lanyards of the flag.  The hooks are there and has been tried with the flag but should do 
it again before the ceremony.  J. Torrant, C. Fuessenich and G. Perusse will meet to do so.  The Governor 
does not want to read the Proclamation from the Governor’s office.  L. Paul will not be present as he will 
be in California on Town business.  All were in favor of P. Vermilyea reading the Proclamation and he 
agreed to do so.  He asked if a program should be made to hand out the day of the ceremony.  There is a 
class at school that will do it for free.  J. Torrant will create an order of events.  A. Combs suggested 
beginning with the Ecumenical service and all agreed.  C. Fuessenich asked about asking the churches to 
ring their bells.  1:00 p.m. was thought to be a good time.  All churches will be asked to participate.  J. 
Torrant and G. Perusse will meet to figure out where speakers will be etc. P. Vermilyea reach out to share 
on facebook and C. Conn has reached out to radio stations.  He encourages cross promotion on social 
media. He offered to help distribute posters.  C. Fuessenich reported that EDC and the Community Center 
were ‘srucing up’ the Information Booth.   True Value donated paint.  It will be done for the ceremony.  
Comments were made about the new sidewalks on the greens looking beautiful. 
 
New Ideas: Tax Bill Stuffers: C. Conn reported that he and Bill Jones have been working with the company 
that prepares the Town’s tax bills.  They will be printing a full color flyer that will bring attention to the 
300th Anniversary, particularly the Fireworks and the Patriots Living History weekend in Sept., and a flyer 
will go out in all tax bills. 
 
P. Vermilyea made motion to adjourn, seconded by Art Coffill.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lisa A. Losee 


