
LITCHFIELD’S 300TH ANNIVERSARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
Minutes 

March 18, 2019 ~ 4:30 p.m. 
 

 
Call to Order:  Chairman Jon Torrant called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. Other members present 
were Arthur Coffill, Gerry Perusse, Cleve Fuessenich, Peter Vermilyea, and Lisa Losee. Rosemarie Greco 
arrived at 4:54 p.m.  J. Torrant said Janet Peterson, Carol Andrulis and Chuck Conn were present from the 
public. Kerry McDevitt arrived at 4:55 p.m. Janet and Carol are interested in becoming alternate members.  
 
Approval of Minutes of 2/18/19:  The minutes from the 2/18/19 meeting were not yet ready, so J. Torrant 
asked that their approval be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Reports on Assignments from Last Meeting 
 
a) Logo: J. Torrant said the logo has been finalized but is not ready for the pewter ornament yet. Once it 
is acceptable by Woodbury Pewter, we can order 100 ea. through Park and Recreation. Copyright material 
has been submitted by Lisa Losee and approved but will take a while to get the certificate. Potential uses 
of the logo by outside agencies of the Town must now be determined. It was suggested to ask for a 
donation to the fireworks fund in exchange for use of the logo. J. Torrant said they could set up a 
commission-basis percentage to go to the Committee. C. Fuessenich said others may want to use the logo 
and a subcommittee of 3 could be set up to review and approve requests. J. Torrant said they could also 
have a form in the town Clerk’s office where people could register. L. Losee said she has a hard time with 
the idea of allowing the merchants to profit from their logoed merchandise while the artists will not. J. 
Torrant said he thought the artists never expected to benefit from their work, and he would verify that in 
an email to both. Motion: C. Fuessenich moved to approve the use of the logo by merchants to promote 
their goods, subject to approval by a subcommittee of 3 people.  P. Vermilyea seconded. It was agreed 
that J. Torrant, G. Perusse and L. Losee would comprise the subcommittee.  Upon voting, all voted aye 
and the motion carried. 
 
b) 300th Anniversary Flag for Green: C. Fuessenich presented the commemorative flag with the logo that 
will be raised on the green on May 19th. Members really liked it but wanted to be sure it wasn’t bigger 
than the American flag. J. Torrant said there will be an ecumenical church service prior to the flag raising. 
Fr. Tucker suggested holding it in front of St. Anthony’s Church with procession to the green. Sr. Rosemarie 
suggested holding the service at the Congregational Church where worship began in Litchfield. There was 
also a comment that St. Anthony’s mass may not be cleared out by 11:30. J. Torrant will call Fr. Tucker on 
this. 
 
c) Governor’s Proclamation – Final Approval:  [Rosemarie Greco arrived here.]  C. Fuessenich passed out 
two versions, with the major difference in the fourth paragraph. They proofread and made a couple small 
corrections and chose draft No. 2. Motion: L. Losee moved to accept draft No. 2 of the official statement 
with corrections.  A. Coffill seconded. C. Fuessenich said he would not be offended if any further changes 
were desired. Hearing none, all voted aye and the motion carried. J. Torrant asked everyone to re-read 
this one more time before submitting it. They will submit it through the First Selectmen’s office. 
 
d) Fireworks: G. Perusse visited two vendors and only Pyrotecnico responded, so Gerry and Jon met with 
a rep from that company at Plum Hill Playing Fields. He submitted a site plan that they gave to the Fire 
Marshal, who sent it to the State Police. They have also included abutting land owners as additional 
insured by the fireworks company. The agreement from Pyrotecnico was given to the First Selectmen, 



who sent it to our Town Attorney. Our insurance company wants changes, so they will be submitted to 
Pyrotecnico to see if they are acceptable to them. Tentative date is July 20th, 9:15 p.m., at Plumb Hill 
Playing Fields. Once this is confirmed, they will seek donations from the community to support the 
fireworks fund. An initial deposit of 50% has been taken from the Park &Recreation budget to send to 
Pyrotecnico by April 15th. They will need about $6,000 in total. This date will coincide with an anniversary 
event at the Community Center, so those patrons will also be able to see the fireworks. The Community 
Center has agreed to be a fiduciary and accept donations for the fireworks so people can claim the 
donation to a 501-c3 as a deduction. 
 
e) 300th Anniversary Icon on town Website – Link to CivicLift – Update: There was a meeting two weeks 
ago with Evan Dobos and they are moving along. They now need legitimate events to be put on the 
website. People can go to the website to post 300th Anniversary events that Evan will link to CivicLift. 
  
Update on 2019 Activities:  Chuck Conn mentioned that Rotary/Historical Society is sponsoring a 300th 
Anniversary scholarship contests at LHS and Wamogo. Students must choose a century, an event, and 
support why it was transformative in their presentation. He will ask Forman if they would like to 
participate if they donate funds for the scholarships.  
 
Kerry McDevitt presented four different logo variations that would work better etched in pewter. She will 
email the favorite to Wendy Costa and have her insert it in with the lettering. They will send all four to 
Woodbury Pewter to see if they are all acceptable for use. Motion: A. Coffill moved and G. Perusse 
seconded a motion to choose No. 4 as the favorite logo for use on pewter.  All voted aye and the motion 
carried.  
 
Adjournment:  Motion: P. Vermilyea moved to adjourn at 5:44 p.m. and G. Perusse seconded. All voted 
aye and the motion carried. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Combs 
 


